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Jake Franklin      KIKA Worldwide

“Pursuing bighorn sheep, elk and deer year-round from the heat of 

the California desert to the bitter cold of the Rockies, I cannot afford 

to trust my hunts and my health to sub-par gear. KUIU provides the 

hunting world with mountain hunting gear that stands up to, and 

beats, the top technical gear companies while catering to the hunters 

wants and desires.  Bottom line, I couldn’t do what I do without it.”

T H E  W O R L D ’ S  M O S T  A D VA N C E D  M O U N TA I N  E Q U I P M E N T

BASE LAYERS | INSULATION | OUTERWEAR | PACKS | SLEEP SYSTEMS | BOOTS | ACCESSORIES  

SOLD DIRECT WITHOUT RETAIL MARKUP  |  855-367-5848  |  WWW.KUIU.COM

THE CHOICE OF PROFESSIONAL GUIDES
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We all share a similar passion for the deer herds in California, and most of us truly care 

nutrients.  

food source for the same reasons. The deer start to feed on the lawn and plants in the 

-

increase deer health. For many of these reasons, CDA is working closely with seed com-

project.” Ask yourself if you have a friend or family mem-

WHAT CAN WE DO TO HELP? 
CDA PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
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-

friends? Is it teaching your young son, daughter, or grandchild 

things and more, I know it is for me.
We live in the greatest country on God’s green earth and one of 
the reasons is that we enjoy the freedom to do as we choose and 
the freedom to hunt wild game. In our great country, we have 

philosophy that the ethical and regulated system of using natural 

wildlife is carefully regulated to make sure there are good popu-

or not.

with our weapon of choice in hand. It makes the rest of the year 

hunt our game of choice. However, it is no secret that there are 

the wrong thing is legal or doing the right thing even when 

other.  

 FIELD NOTES, Senior Field Director Pat Fitzmorris

All,



 
PAT FITZMORRIS

   CALIFORNIA DEER             

-

hunt. Unfortunately, we see some unethical hunters in the news 
now and again that make us shake our heads and frown with 

unethical sportsmen are the minority. If we don’t, our proud and 

over the years, and it could not have happened without the 
-

-

over - there is much more to do. Many deer herds in California 

-
-

funds to further our cause in helping California’s deer and other 

to help deer and other wildlife. We have chapters all over the 

on a wildlife legacy for all to enjoy and 

Thank you for all you do!

-
-
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Time Waits For No Man,
       What Will Be Your Legacy?

the upper reaches of South Guard Lake in search of legendary 

-
ing along the infamous Roaring River. We made our camp many 

of their hotels or travel trailers. The idea was to get away from 

 

As a youngster, I must admit that the concept of hiking out of 

“Our” Roaring River camp consisted of a gorgeous meadow 

under the ponderosa pines a half mile away and across the river 
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KIRK DORMODY
kirk@caldeer.org

 

those who that who don’t appreciate the outdoors like you 

-

discarded with no thought of how it degrades the outdoors 

it - just think of how that translates to leaving a legacy for our 

you and I are the stewards of the land, and as such we have a 

than we found them in any way that we can. As hunters and 

community the legacy we leave in our wake - clean waters, via-

-

always looking for volunteers in your area interested in helping 
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-
-

-

-

-

years to make this event successful. Thank you to all that have 
made this chapter and the special needs youth hunt a huge suc-

CHAPTER SPOTLIGHT
Redding, CA Chapter
Established 1998 / Currently 893 Members

“When you have 50 folks on  
 
 

 



Come See Us at the International Sportsmen’s Expo

Stop by Our Booth to Say "Hi",
We Love Telling Folks What We  
Are Working Diligently On . . .

Youth Involvement in the Outdoors  
to Foster Future Conservationist . . .

Funding Studies & Habitat Projects  
to Help Grow More Deer . . .

Advocating for the Outdoorsperson
So We Have a Voice.

Such As

Sacramento, January 18-21, Cal Expo, Booth 1827
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-

the saw and again the same metal-on-metal sound. What could 

-
-

friend Chip and I had skinned the deer and neither of us had 

our minds.

the deer to heal and move on. This deer was a coastal mule deer, 

-

for a fallen deer. We can now report that this tenacious 
animal was found, dispatched, and it nourished several 
families.

-

-
mals are vast and so much greater than those of us mere 
humans.

John Burk

Even When Deer Are Down, They Are Never Out!
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me it was my mother’s when she was a child. It was nothing 

-
gan to dive deeper into the world of archery in the years follow-

The 
Switch
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LUKE GRIFFITHS 

immediately, and though the results varied, I was having fun 

with the recurve in the coming fall. 
For the rest of the year, I shot at least 6 days a week, even if it 

wanted to. I even mounted a light over my target so that I could 
shoot at night. I learned very quickly that the importance of 

-

to simply focus on where I want the arrow to impact, and let it 

could kill it. If it were only that easy.
I am fortunate to have a small piece of private property to 

let the area rest for a couple days and packed into the wilder-

tree stand. I pulled the card from the trail camera on my way in 

With the moon fading I hoped they might show up with enough 

area that I had never hunted, and I decided to check it out the 

pack, and started hiking through thigh-high dead grass and 
volcanic rock. I walked slowly with the wind in my face, stopping 

I could see that the trail cut through the tall grass down to the 

quieter travel than the dry, yellow grass. Stopping to glass as I 

a saddle, and decided that I would post up in the saddle for the 

evening in hopes of catching deer moving through. As I neared 

minutes trying to process what had just happened. “Did I miss?” 

called my dad and told him what happened and he encouraged 

ground, the white feathers were painted red. There wasn’t much 

so I followed it on hands and knees. Ten yards of crawling and I 
-

in the middle of dinner and rushed out to help take photos and 

-

this hunt, and the sense of accomplishment that came with it is 

with a compound for good, and I am 

come. If anyone reading this has any 

I would encourage you to pick one up 



Call For Our 
FREE 2018 Catalog

(775) 828-0555
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-
rience unlike any other. It pushes you physically, mentally, and 

to the values of Duty, Honor, Country and prepared for a career 

in the United States Army.”

-

here. 

having to dig deep and make my legs move that much faster. 

that you come to accept as you progress at the academy. There 

and we’d hunt from 
sunrise to sunset, and 

it was a full day of 

we wouldn’t see a 
single animal. Other 

succeed, and I failed. 
The same thing hap-
pens at West Point. 

I put in hours of work, 
of studying, and yet 

rolls around -  
I fail. I miss my shot. 

at a service academy. 

WALTER WECKER
Cadet Fourth Class



year old son, four year old daughter and I take a week-long 

coast. The rolling hills, covered in yellow grass from the 
late summer’s heat, seem to go on forever. The steep, 

-

-

-

a feeling. You know that feeling you get in your gut that 
tells you “go this way” and you can visually see yourself 
creeping up to the top of a knoll, peeking over, and looking 

three point with eye guards was feeding, along with a 

-

endless. 

As we peeked over the knoll, to our surprise he was 

guess that’s why they call them the “Grey Ghost”. At that 

hoping to cross paths with the elusive Grey Ghost again. 

“Let’s go”.  

CALIFORNIA DEER

Search for the California Grey Ghost
The WHY
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SEREENA THOMPSON

We made our way to the edge of the oaks where we had 

As a hunter, the last thing I want to do is wound an animal. 

and down thanking God for allowing me to aim straight 
and provide for my family.

two, to keep pushing on. It doesn’t always end as this story 
-
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As we look across the landscape of game management planning 
in CA we are clearly lacking in having comprehensive manage-

-

strategic and carefully approached. 

you work towards improving? 

have changed how herd dynamics operate. Whether it is the 

to work at the landscape level with Federal, State and non-gov-

in the upcoming CA Deer Management Framework.

Do you hunt? 

Will the B and D 3-5 zones go to a draw hunt, 1 tag only system 

hunt, while others like B and D 3-5 managed to have hunters 
There are no plans right now to change 

-

-

-

-

season vs all at once. The goal of any management plan is to set 
the guidance and pathway for future decisions that are science 

-

Deputy Director

 

Deputy Director
 

Q & A
When Kari Lewis accepted the 

CDA thought it was a great 

and the hard work they do on 

on your mind and discussed in 

Research has proven that Cal-
-

-

real management tool to 

opportunity would CDFW sup-
port to increase annual bear 
harvest?   
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you work towards improving? The Department considers 

-

the management of less than one percent of California’s deer 
-

provements.  

impacts requires partnerships. The Department has and will 

-

for managing lands for wildlife, including deer. A few of those 

-
-

life. Landowners who enroll in the PLM program consult with 

 

rates? 
rate on the second tag is very low and therefore does not really 
have an impact on the overall harvest.  
Do you plan on growing the SHARE hunts program to include 

 Yes, we are always 

year. 

would CDFW consider a “Mentored Hunter” type program, 
as being done in some other states, where youth can learn 

 
willing to consider, as mentoring is an important way to engage 

outreach to just youth hunters. 

pheasant hunts to introduce new hunters to the sport. Ei-

hunters. 
-

 CDFW 
has an agreement with Nevada to co-manage deer that move 
across the state line. The Department works with Nevada and 

land as Wildlife Areas for these important deer herds.  

 

Kari LewisKari Lewis

-
-

sated with monetary payment 

providing access to or through 

and enjoyment of wildlife. 
• Other programs include those 

-

-
-

ian, rangelands, oak woodlands, 

-

assistance to agricultural pro-
ducers to plan and implement 

-
prove soil, water, plant, animal, 
air and related natural resources 
on agricultural land and non-in-
dustrial private forestland. 
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-

-

-

-

is engaged in sound management planning and decisions. 

in other western states? 

license, tags, stamps and other permits are adjusted annually 
-

all other goods and services that we consume in our daily lives. 
We do not control what the fees are and only the legislature can 
make that change.  

Do you plan on growing the SHARE hunts program to include 

   

would CDFW consider a “Mentored Hunter” type program, as 
being done in some other states, where youth can learn to hunt 

 I would say that there are many areas where 

-

selected as a priority.

-

-

-
late species, mule deer will likely serve as the primary prey for 

-

wolves chase their prey and will target any individual that is vul-

overall predator/prey community. 

and other species in California, the Department will need to 

Does CDFW intend to try to partner with other agencies to 

 The Department 
currently has partnerships with CalTrans and others such as the 

CalTrans has good data on many of their highways that docu-

-

other wildlife.



Thank you for joining us at our banquets. Funds generated from our banquets provide direct 
financial support for habitat improvement and research projects.

CHAPTER                          DATE               CONTACT

Santa Rosa                             1/13/2018  Mike Deas  (707)756-2045 

         Dave Beach  (707)570-7406

Redding                            1/27/2018  Lee Torres  (530)227-8004

Woodland                             2/17/2018  Steve Rose  (530)681-5776

Ventura                             2/24/2018  Ryan Geisler  (805)427-5527

Sacramento                             2/24/2018  Jim Jarvis  (916)212-0478

San Jose                              3/03/2018  John Boseman (408)888-1947

Gridley                             3/03/2018  Mark Dalrymple (530)531-5437

Tulelake/Butte Valley                3/10/2018  Heath Wright  (530)567-5774

Diablo Blacktail (Concord)          3/16/2018  Dave Gearing  (925)260-6048

Bakersfield                             3/17/2018  Dale Johle  (661)619-6507

Chico                                  3/17/2018  Kurt Steindorf (530)570-5229

Merced                              3/24/2018  David Wedde  (209)613-4483

South County (Hollister)       4/07/2018  Joey Vallejo  (831)801-0998

Mt. Shasta                              4/07/2018  Mike Burns  (530)859-2899

         Trent Willis  (707)338-7820

Lodi                                          4/14/2018  Pat Fitzmorris (530)632-2091

Redwood Coast (Eureka)       4/28/2018  Dan Gomes  (707)498-7685

Central Valley (Fresno)       5/05/2018  Marcie Kemp  (559)351-4937

Gold Country (Grass Valley)       5/05/2018  Cary Sanders  (530)362-6805

San Francisco Peninsula                     5/10/2018  Jim McMillen  (408)205-8502

Placer County (Granite Bay)                       7/14/2018  Brian Azevedo (916)295-4883

Susanville                          7/28/2018  Dan Ryan  (530)640-3848

Jackson                          9/08/2018  Mark Morton  (209)765-0344

Indian Wells Valley     TBD   Al Mitchell  (760)382-7293

North Valley (Colusa)                  TBD   T.J. Gomez  (530)660-0551

Southern California (San Bernardino) TBD   Jim Adams  (562)762-5546

Central Coast (Paso Robles)             TBD   Mark Gomes  (805)895-4495

Eastern Sierra (Bishop)                       TBD   Joe Pecsi  (760)784-0699

Western Sierra (Sonora)                       TBD   Terry Pitts  (209)694-5057

2018 CDA BANQUET SCHEDULE2018 CDA BANQUET SCHEDULE



-
mandments of Firearm Safety I am so grateful that my Father 

things a certain way for a reason and if you don’t like it, your 

-

him to stop doing it and he didn’t talk to me for the rest of the 

people when they don’t make safety a priority. Never drop your 

-

to pass on any shot that’s not a clear clean kill shot or poses 
a threat to any structure, livestock, human or another deer. 

intended target.

The love we share with family and friends in the wilderness is 

included has a personal story to share or knows someone who 

Firearm Safety and make sure the people you share camp with 

 
MIKE RAYMOND

Safety is Not An Accident
The Primary Rules of Firearm Safety

      

 

 

        Scopes are meant for aiming, not glassing.

CALIFORNIA DEER
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WHO
CALIFORNIA DEER

-

 
As hunters and outdoorsmen and women, we’re primarily com-

-

you complete these challenges, I think you’ll agree with me. So, 

Challenge #1: Set A New Personal Best

improvement. This year, I want to challenge you to take your per-

passion lies in 
long range hunt-

taking my lon-
gest harvest at 

to shoot farther, 
and I know I can. 

you know what 

Challenge #2: Become A Mentor

New Year, New You
Hunter’s Version of 

New Year Resolutions

“When Making It Up To Where the Big Bucks Live,
                               Is More Important Than a Number On A Scale”
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callie@gwgclothing.com 

& Corporate Partnerships Director 
for Girls with Guns® Clothing and a 

our lives who would love the opportunity to learn to shoot or 
-

-

hunter to join you as you set up trail cams and start pre-season 
-

place?
Challenge #3: Give Back

try to tell us, we know 

fall short of our end goal. 
This year, I challenge you 

-
-

lessly working to protect 
our rights to pursue wild 
game and put food on 

and you’ll thank your-

the important issues that 

or even donate some of 
your game meat to a fam-

part to promote conser-

your passion. If each CDA 
-

than the cost of a dinner 

we could accomplish?
So, what do you think? Is 
a New Year’s Challenge 

needed to make a mean-

tell us what your  

New Year’s Challenge is - and while you’re at it, call out Uncle 

social media this year. In the spirit of walking the walk, if there 
are any women or young girls reading this that want to learn to 

-
ton@gmail.com  
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for the sport. The passion that drives me to earn money to 

 

heritage.

my Mom, my Sister Makenly, my Grandpa and my Dad Tim Ray. 

knee deep snow.
I don’t hunt just for the antlers. I hunt to feed my family. One of 
the main reason why I hunt is we enjoy wild game meat.
I like to hunt everything, as long as I am in the mountains, life is 

-

 

GUNNER RAY 

WHO



WHAT
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With early and late rains this 

de los Osos Ecological Reserve 

-

other water sources, and the 

supported the ongoing main-
tenance of the road system to 
provide good access through-
out the Reserve.
    
The junior hunt program on 

CDA, the program has pro-

every junior deer hunter going 
home successful. Each hunter 

with hunter safety instruc-

the importance of non-lead 
ammo for the health of the 

supervision of the volunteer 
guides, the junior hunters go 

guides and drivers provide 

way to give the young hunters 

is harvest the guide shows the 
hunter the anatomy of the 

camp for a lesson in skinning a 

-

understand the health of the 

looking at the deer stomach 
contents, with a discussion 
of what deer eat and what 
it takes to make good deer 

that many of the stomachs 
were full of acorns.
     
The junior deer hunt runs from 

Sunday each year.  This year 

Our hunter success is a testa-

Reserve.
    
Thanks to all the volunteer 
guides, drivers, and cooks who 

Ecological Reserve. Every year 
young hunters and volunteers 
take home memories that will 

Cañada de los Osos Ecological Reserve 2017 Junior Hunts
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enjoyed steaks that night.

Hunted with Western  
Wildlife Adventures this 
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Todd Mumma

I spent the early morning glassing to no 

A large canyon separated me and this old 
guy, taking me a few hours to retrieve him. 

his fall into some rocks.

Tule Elk

from the 
Keegan Ranch 
harvested this 

Conner 
Hartman
Conner 
Hartman,

harvested 
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applied for and received a grant from the California Deer Associ-

Wildlife Project Director Dale MacDougall said CDA is in a good 

individuals to work together and get more work done.

said MacDougall. “Working together helps assure 
projects we implement are well thought out and 

again with CDA and local volunteers to fence out a 

of the spring.”

-

late part of the summer when the temperatures are high,” said 

sources for all kinds of wildlife.”

Forest Service Works with California Deer Association

34   CALIFORNIA DEER

HOW



-

 

yet,” joked MacDougall. “They may have come across some in-

help spark interest, then folks come out to get involved.” He said 

have and stay involved in one way or another.”

get work accomplished. 

enhancement, water 
-

ment are all good projects 
for volunteers. “Wildlife 

get a huge return on this 

at the project site to feed 

“The more interest we 
have and the more allianc-

-

and the more we get done 
on the ground for deer 
and other wildlife.”

-
ployees consider them-

know deer are a good um-

“In Modoc County, there 

other species that also do 

right for healthy deer pop-
-

gall. “This includes other 

list goes on.”

-

wildlife and livelihoods throughout 
the North State with the work we are 
doing in Modoc County,” concluded 
MacDougall.

CALIFORNIA DEER      

DALE MACDOUGALL

Buck-N-Rail Fence ExClosure Installation
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PROJECT BRIEFINGS

Go to

CAPTURE & COLLAR

and collared from Modoc county in the 

area in the South Eastern Sierras. These 

fetal rates. This GPS tracking will aide in 

-

within the new phase of larger landscape 
project areas.  

 

 

We now have partners that will make 

seed companies in the country to devel-

forage uptake to grow and maintain 
 
SEEDINGS & PLANTINGS

East meets West type of approach where 
plot type programs have proven their 

value in maintaining wildlife health and 

regions of the country.    

project site was an overseeding project 

-
-

follow an aggressive juniper treatment 

and Pinyon Pine onslaught. The invasive 
nature of these species has certainly 
made for a target rich environment with 
regards to project areas. We are see-

treated areas.  We are seeing increased 

-

with Federal & State agencies as well 

work to improve treatment designs for 

within the project areas.     
Retained moisture in the soils once 

tremendous results within just a year or 

 

-
out the landscape there is a need to 

-
ducted this spring in Modoc County to 

worked well for controlling medium to 
small conifers in project areas.     

-
nifer encroachment in Oak Woodlands. 

-

-

death and acorn loss.          

                                                                                                             

 

-

-

venture was very successful and showed 

 

These folks along with UCCE/Lenya and 
crew put on quite a show. As with every 
long day of work, there were hungry 

-

Medusahead was the main target for 

WOWOW
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PROJECT BRIEFINGS

Go to

conifer control in the oak understory as 
well as a desired treatment for patho-
gens that cause Sudden Oak Death and 
acorn rot. CDA is working closely with 
the UCCE, California Fire Science Con-

Fire Council, agencies, and landowners, 

hard to address with other treatments.   

 

 
ASPEN RESTORATION
This is part of the Modoc-Warner Moun-
tain Project area. Sudden Aspen Death 

Warner Mountains. Drought and conifer 
encroachment have depleted water and 

stands to thrive. Removal of these inva-
sive conifers and down-dead material is 
necessary to propagate new growth and 

 
TECHNOLOGY  

main trail systems, and mapping project 
sites is made much easier with the ad-

NEPA ready aspen and mountain mead-

Warner Mountains. These are some of 
-

tems for wildlife we have.  The Parsnip 

-
pleted. CDA, USFS, CDFW, stakeholders, 
and volunteers will all have a part.   
CDA EDUCATION SAFARI

stop at the M.O.R.T Sportsman’s Outdoor 

photos, and year to date completed 
project maps were on display for visitors 

-
 

-

YOUTH EDUCATION
Youth involvement is important to the 

while providing a message that captures 
this youthful interest is important. Get-

 

DRY CREEK

project dealing with several issues. The 

-
ment, and fence removal will help 

meadow enhancement and two spring 
developments with wildlife troughs will 
complete the project.  

conifers, juniper, and heavy fuels out of 
aspen stands. This lets sunlight enter 
through the canopy which will aide new 
aspen growth. This treatment also will 

aspen stands and meadow hydrology 

consuming. 
These healthy aspen stands provide crit-

and other wildlife as well as providing 
-

ponents for deer and elk. 

 

SHEEP ROCK
Sheep Rock is part of the Lower Dry 

-
ments encompassing several thousand 

deer during spring and early winter 
months. 

-
cies, and private landowners working 

in project design, on-site management 

This project removed junipers, addressed 

wildlife.  
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Throughout California, CDA’s role of growing deer has steadily 

  -  Adding consistency in project design/scope
  -  Tying smaller projects to other projects in the area

-

-

-

projects to grow more deer.  

who could play a vital role in project success. This opens the door 

Large-Scale Projects. 

Work with your local chapter and contact 

HOW



with
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Big Deer Shank

SCOTT LEYSATH

www.sportingchef.com

When it comes to cooking deer shanks, you know, the delicious 
part that many hunters either throw away or feed to the dog, 

It’s a shame that deer only have four legs. The process is simple 
and really doesn’t require a recipe. 

part.

-

If wine isn’t your thing, just use the stock. Cover and do some-

a shank on each plate and, if desired, top with some shaved 
parmesan.

some of his outstanding wild game cuisine.

Big Deer Shank
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SPORTSMANS

R
ED

D I NG
  

Saturday, April 7th: 9am-6pm / Sunday, April 8th: 9am-4pm
Redding Civic Auditorium

3rdAnnual3rd
urday, April 7th: 9am-6

Redding

Annu
al

REDDING HUNTING, FISHING & OUTDOOR EXPOSITION

For more information, contact: Dustin Janc (530)227-0454 / Dustinjanc@gmail.com

reddingsportsmansexpo.com

$
Redding Civic Auditorium

For more information contact: Dustin Janc (530)227 0454 / Dustinjanc@gmail com

ADMISSION Only  5$
Accepting Vendor Applications For This Popular Show

ADMISSION Only  5
Kids 12 & Under FREE


