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We hear every day that the predators are killing all the deer, and sadly the preda  on is 
a huge part of our declining deer herd in CA - but why? We all know that not hun  ng 
mountain lions and bears takes away a huge tool in the arsenal to help grow deer, but 
there is a larger tool at our fi nger  ps that we are not using. The answers are out there.  
The studies have been done. The simple fact is that our deer do not have the nutri  on 
needed to sustain popula  on growth, or even maintain current numbers. 
Did you know that in studies where only enhanced nutri  on (not preda  on manage-
ment) was implemented, the neonate mortality alone decreased by 5% and fawn winter 
survival went up by 33%?  If you say “that’s great, but it's only more fawns for the 
predators to feed on,” that is exactly the opposite of what happened. With increased 
diet quality leading to stronger fawns and does, there was an astounding 70% decrease 
in coyote and mountain lion preda  on. Other studies show that with enhanced nutri-
 on, 100 does would increase their fawn reten  on by 50 fawns. Our deer are dying from 

preda  on as a result of malnutri  on - and those that don’t get eaten are just dying of 
malnutri  on.  In other studies where only preda  on management was implemented, 
there was less of a survival increase compared to the enhanced nutri  on studies.  
In the winter issue we introduced our upcoming CDA nutri  onal blends of seed that we 
would be introducing this winter and spring. In January we ordered 8,000 pounds of 

seed to see what 
the response would 
be from all of you 
who want to get 
some boots on the 
ground and help 
make a diff erence. 
WOW! In just about 
one month - to date 
- we have sold out
of the fi rst order of
seed, which means
we have some

enhanced nutri  on going in the ground every day. We will be ordering another batch of 
seed soon. Look for your order form in this issue. CDA has knowledgeable staff  to help 
you decide what blend is best for your area and we'll provide you with simple plan  ng 
instruc  ons. If equipment is needed, we also have that in place due to some very pas-
sionate donors who know that now is the  me to make a diff erence.  
As for the small area of about three acres that I experimented with on my own land 
this past October, that was men  oned in the last issue - it is doing great. In past years 
we would not have many deer at all on our land between November and April. Now it 
is completely diff erent - with 10-20 deer moving through the freshly seeded area daily, 
and the seed is only just star  ng to get established, with much of the blend yet to ma-
ture and produce. I am seeing the diff erence with my own eyes, every day - and you too 
can see it on the cover photo of this issue, which we captured on February 10th.  
Full disclosure: I am just a pain  ng contractor who volun-
teers and has a passion to save our deer herds in California - 
because I believe that we live in the one of the best states in 
the country, with the ability to grow some of the best deer 
in the country. However due to a lack of good management 
we are losing one of our greatest natural resources and we 
have to turn the  de now or it will be too late. The facts are 
out there, and the research has been done - now we just 
need to put some groceries on the ground.  

NUTRITION or PREDATION 
CDA PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Copyright   C   2018  CALIFORNIA DEER ASSOCIATION
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THE CALIFORNIA DEER ASSOCIATION is a non-profi t, tax-exempt wildlife conserva  on organiza  on 
whose principal goal is to improve our California deer herds and other wildlife through direct fi nancial 

support for habitat improvement and research projects. Seventy-fi ve percent of the net profi t from 
fundraising events goes to projects benefi  ng deer and other wildlife within California.
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In this magazine, I some  mes write how much hunters con-
tribute to wildlife conserva  on, current events in the outdoor 
world, or happenings with CDA - but I am going to change it up a 
li  le.  When I fi rst started hun  ng, back in the late 70s and early 
80s, there were no GPS units, no cell phones, no trail camer-
as, no Google Earth, and no internet!  If you wanted to learn 
about hun  ng - you learned from a parent, you read about it in 
Field & Stream or Outdoor Life, or you simply put boots on the 
ground and learned from trial and error.  If you wanted to fi nd 
good hun  ng spots, you bought a topo map and then went and 
checked it out with your buddies. And if you were lucky, one of 
your friends honored you by showing you one of their secret 
spots.    

So, this leads me to my next point. The ques  on comes up 
“who’s spot is it?” If someone found a great “honey hole” on 
public land, does that make it their spot? Some would say no, 
it's public land - but I would say heck yes! It is all about respect.  
Even though California has millions of acres of public land 
open to hun  ng, there isn’t game everywhere (CDA is trying to 
improve on that situa  on!). There are few places that produce 
quality hun  ng year a  er year. This is for a number of reasons 
- including habitat quality, private land boundaries, weather, pre-
da  on, hun  ng pressure, migra  on pa  erns, etc. Loca  ng these 
sweet spots isn’t easy and some  mes it takes years. Hunters who 
have found these places have paid their dues in sweat equity by 
spending years in the woods and learning how to best hunt a 
certain area.  

 FIELD NOTES, Senior Field Director Pat Fitzmorris

Banquet 
           Season!



I would never dream of going to someone’s honey hole without them - like 
I said, it's about respect. I have actually seen friendships disintegrate over 
this issue. If you hunt enough, you know that the honey holes are like fi nd-
ing a four-leaf clover - and once found, they must be protected and you 
must be careful who you tell or take there! If you don’t, you might show 
up at your favorite hun  ng spot and fi nd boot prints everywhere and no 
game! I have seen this happen many  mes!

Well, we are right in the middle of our fundraising  me of year - banquet 
season! CDA raises most of our funds from fundraising banquets held 
throughout the state and things are busier than ever! Chapters are work-
ing hard, planning their events, and what a year it has been so far. I am so 
apprecia  ve of our volunteers that work very hard to make sure CDA is 
successful. We have a great mission, great volunteers, and fantas  c mem-
bers and donors that give unselfi shly to the organiza  on. This furthers our 
goals to improve deer herds and deer hun  ng in California, with 75% of 
the funds we raise being dedicated to habitat projects within the borders 
of our great state. We have had fantas  c growth over the years and it 
could not have happened without the strong support of our volunteers, 
members, sponsors, and donors that believe in helping wildlife in our great 
state. THANK YOU!

Please take a look at our banquet schedule and make sure you don’t miss 
out! We have a lot of banquets coming up and I guarantee you will have 
a great  me! Also, think about joining the local commi  ee, you would be 
stepping up even more to help our cause. The members and volunteers of 
CDA are the lifeblood of this organiza  on. As members and volunteers of 
this organiza  on, we are all in this together - helping California’s deer and 
other wildlife, as well as making our great state even be  er and crea  ng 
more “honey holes”!   
    

 PAT FITZMORRIS
         pa  @caldeer.org
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CDA SCHOLARSHIPS will be available for stu-
dents pursuing advanced educa  on in Resource 
Management, Agriculture, Forestry, Animal and 
Wildlife Husbandry, Rangeland Science, Veteri-
nary Sciences, or Wildlife Biology. “CDA has raised 
millions of dollars in direct support of habitat and 
research for California’s wildlife,” said Donn Wal-
gamuth, CDA President. “Contribu  ng back to our 
next genera  on of conserva  onists is a great ben-
efi t to California, to CDA members, and students.”

CDA’s Scholarship Fund was established in 2005 by 
Dan Smith, Life Member #1 and one of the Found-
ing Benefactors of the organiza  on, and to date 
has awarded over $46,500 through scholarship 
grants to deserving students.

Scholarship awards are not fi xed and each year 
can include mul  ple awardees. Historically, 
scholarships have ranged from $1,000-$2,500. The 
deadline for submi   ng scholarship applica  ons 
is July 31, 2018. For more details and specifi c 
requirements, please visit: 
www.caldeer.org/conserva  on-educa  on/

Get Your Applica  ons In Before July 31st!

CDA Conserva  on 
Scholarships
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A few years back, some friends and I formed the outdoor media 
group Out West Outdoors. The group’s humble incep  on began 
with a cheap handycam and li  le experience. We thought it 
would be fun to document our adventures each hun  ng sea-
son to share with friends and family, and eventually started 
a YouTube channel. Over the years, this endeavor has grown, 
along with our ability to capture and edit fi lms of our hunts. Each 
year we progressed, upgraded equipment, and were fortunate 
enough to make some great friends within the outdoor industry. 
The  me that we have invested to build Out West Outdoors has 
been rewarded in may ways - though none of them pay the bills. 
Perhaps the most cherished of these is the rela  onships that we 
have built with other hunters and the experiences that we have 
been able to share with them. 
One of the most diffi  cult things for me in the beginning was sac-
rifi cing  me spent trying to fi ll my own tags. There are currently 
three members of Out West Outdoors (OWO for short): Zach 
Wuss  g, Dus  n Janc, and I. Each year, we pool our vaca  on  me 
and take turns running a camera while the others hunt. At fi rst, I 
was more than a li  le apprehensive to sacrifi ce my  me ac  vely 
hun  ng in order to capture the others' experiences. Of course 
each of us had an opportunity to carry a bow or rifl e each year, 
but a man only has so many hun  ng seasons in his life, and I had 
a hard  me le   ng go of even a day of one of mine. What I have 
learned in the past few years is that each adventure we embark 
upon is a team eff ort. I have had just as much fun, disappoint-
ment, and sense of accomplishment on hunts when I was packing 
a camera rather than a weapon - and I know that Zach and Dusty 
can say the same. The story to follow is one that involves these 
two themes: hun  ng with great friends, and sharing the success 
as a team - even when you aren’t the one notching your tag.

In trying to build a brand for OWO, the three of us have a  ended 
a lot of trade shows in the past four years. It was at one of these 
shows that we had the pleasure of mee  ng Kevin Guillen. Kevin 
works for Wilderness Athlete, a premier supplement company 
that promotes overall health, and caters to the outdoorsman. 
We hit it off  with Kevin right away, and spent a lot of  me talking 
hun  ng. Kevin grew up in California, and had always wanted to 
return for a blacktail deer hunt, so of course, we invited him to 
join us. Planning for the hunt began in February of 2017, and 
when September came, we were hiking into California’s remote 
backcountry for a fi ve day trip. 
We fi nally arrived at the trailhead at 2:00 AM, a  er picking Kevin 
up at the airport. The plan was to get a couple hours of sleep 
before we started the long pack in - but a  er about 45 minutes 
of four guys trying to sleep in a truck, we gave up on sleep and 
started hiking. Loaded with camera equipment and fi ve days' 
worth of hun  ng gear, we hiked through the dark beneath a 
canopy of oaks, ponderosa, and lodgepole. By the  me the sun 
crested the distant ridge to the east, we were halfway to camp. 
We were happy to get half of our hike out of the way before 
things heated up. Soon we were peeling layers as temps reached 
the 90s. The last two miles of our trek were exposed, and we 
baked in the sun. Finally, we reached a small  mbered saddle 
that would be home for the next fi ve days. The next morning 
was opening day, and a  er se   ng up camp, gathering water, 
and ea  ng a quick meal, we were behind the glass. Though we 
planned to hunt as a group, we elected to split up and glass as 
much country as possible. We met back at camp a  er dark and 
discussed plans for opening morning over a dehydrated meal. 
We had all seen bucks in our evening glassing session, but one 
buck in par  cular would be the focus of the next day’s 

Shared Success



plan. Kevin would be on the gun. We woke well before sunrise 
and climbed to reach our predetermined vantage. It was a cold 
morning, despite the fact that we spent the previous day dodg-
ing the sun and chugging water. Before the sun lit up the deep 
canyon, we had him spo  ed - an old  ght racked blacktail buck 
with a heavy three point main frame and trash. One look at him 
through the spo  er, and Kevin knew that this was what he fl ew 
out from Arizona for. The buck was a ways off , and we scrambled 
to get into posi  on. This is where things get a bit complicated 
when you’re trying to fi lm a hunt. You don’t get retakes, and 
recrea  ons come off  cheesy and staged. While Kevin got set up 
on the gun, I kept tabs on the buck with the spo  er, Dusty set up 
a camera on Kevin, and Zach dialed in the long lens on the buck. 
The deer was feeding his way into  mber and was  ng no  me. 
Not wan  ng to rush the shot, Kevin elected to wait for a be  er 
opportunity. We watched as the buck disappeared in a narrow 
band of  mber to bed.
One of the things that we have learned hun  ng high country 
blacktail is that they will o  en change beds or get up to feed in 
the heat of mid-day, when most folks are back at camp. So, while 
we were more than tempted to head back for a late morning 
nap, we instead reposi  oned for a be  er angle on where we 
an  cipated the buck would make his next move. Having nothing 
but  me, we set up cameras while Kevin got into a comfortable 
shoo  ng posi  on. As the sun got higher, the temperature rose, 
and we clung to the li  le shade we had on the exposed slope. 
We all watched in an  cipa  on as the shadows grew smaller on 
the opposite ridge. At about half past noon, Kevin broke the 
silence “I got him, there he is!” The buck had stepped out of the 
 mber and was feeding in the open. We confi rmed that it was 

our target buck and started rolling footage while Kevin dialed his 
scope. “Ready when you are,” said Zach, and seconds later the 
report of Kevin’s 6.5 Creedmoor echoed off  the canyon walls. 
“Good hit,” I blurted. Kevin made an excellent shot and the buck 
piled up a few steps later. 

While the expression “now the works begins” 
is cliche in hun  ng TV land, it doesn’t begin to 
describe what we had ahead of us. Because 
the shot was across a deep nasty canyon, 
we were now tasked with dropping a ton of 
eleva  on and climbing up the other side to 
retrieve the buck, then do it all over again to 
get back to camp. We made our way down the 
steep slope, and crossed a small stream in the 
bo  om and climbed the near ver  cal ridge 
on the other side. When we reached the buck 
our eff ort was rewarded. Kevin was thrilled 
with his fi rst blacktail buck, and will have a 
hard  me topping it in years to come. 
We spent some  me admiring the old warrior 
and took some photos to commemorate the 
experience before skinning, quartering and 

loading packs. The hike down the steep ridge was just as treach-
erous as the climb. We skirted cliff s and traversed the deadfall 
ridden ridge to the bo  om and began the arduous climb back 
to camp. We arrived there at dark, and enjoyed a celebratory 
dinner and a well earned sleep as a storm rolled in.
Though we had plans of fi lling a couple more tags on this hunt, 
the warm weather turned to rain, then snow, and though we 
had spo  ed a true giant blacktail, we were unable to turn him 
up in the days to follow. We loaded our water logged gear and 
dispensed the meat from Kevin’s buck and headed back to the 
trailhead. Upon arriving at the truck, we relived the hunt over 
some cold beverages on the tailgate. Though Zach, Dusty, and 
I were not the ones to pull the trigger, we all counted the hunt 
as a success. Each of us played a vital role in the success of this 
hunt, and are grateful for the experience. The four of us now 
have an awesome memory, a story to tell, and footage to share. 
What once was a great struggle for me has become something 
that I enjoy almost as much as hun  ng for myself…. Almost.
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LUKE GRIFFITHS 

Luke Griffi  ths lives in 
Northern California raising 
a family while pursuing his 
hun  ng hobbies. 
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The Gridley Chapter has been a dedicated CDA commi  ee for 15 
years and many of the same volunteers have been in place for 
all of that  me! Anyone that has a  ended the Gridley Chapter 
banquet can a  est to the high quality and a  en  on to detail in 
all aspects of the event. In those 15 years, the chapter has raised 
more than $800,000 of net dollars for conserva  on in California.  
An amazing thing is that the banquet has been selling out at 500 
people - and the popula  on of the town is only 6,500. That is 
some awesome local par  cipa  on!  Gridley is a farm-based com-
munity and much of the local economy revolves around prices 
of commodi  es such as rice, almonds, walnuts, prunes, peaches, 
and beef.

Another no  ceable aspect of their annual banquet is the chap-
ter’s dedica  on to promo  ng youth in the outdoors. Many of 
the a  endees bring their kids to the event and all the youth are 
entered in a free drawing for a Life  me Hun  ng license spon-
sored by the John “Buck” Rogers Memorial Founda  on. Guns, 
hun  ng and fi shing trips are also a huge part of the youth raffl  e 
and major sponsors include Russ Wa  s, the White Mallard Duck 
Club, Chris Harris, Tucker Benne  , and Ma   & Shelly Hamman.  
The chapter has had great support from the whole commi  ee, 
with Ma   Rogers and Mark Dalrymple taking on the co-chair-
manship du  es - these guys make an eff ec  ve team! However, 
many of you reading this know that it takes a lot of work to put 
on a successful banquet and many people did their part to make 
the Gridley Chapter Banquet run smoothly. Some folks that go 
“above and beyond” the call of duty are Dan Jarre  , Gary & Mar-
na Andes, Ma   Hamman, Frank & Monica Terry, Lorry & Bennie 
Ford, Betsy & Mark Teasdale, Tim Hermansen, Cheryl Gordon, 
Roger Job, Steve Lockhart, Travis Smith, Marcie & Randy Roesch, 
Carlos Campos, Jacob Byers, and Josh Pippi  .  Our hat is off  to all 
of these fi ne folks! 

CHAPTER SPOTLIGHT
Gridley, CA Chapter
Established 1997 / Currently 591 Members

If you want to have a fantas  c  me, 
and experience one of CDA’s best annual banquets, 
schedule a night out in Gridley for the fi rst Saturday 
in March 2019. But you be  er get your  ckets early.
The Gridley Chapter Banquet ALWAYS sells out early!



Well, Cole, my boy, the roots of the story I’m about to tell, really 
go back a few years to when your mom and dad had yet to be 
married. The mountains surrounding Grammie and Pop’s house 
in Bridgeport are a preferred des  na  on for deer hunters, where 
towering landmarks can be seen from the valley fl oor connec  ng 
public land for miles and miles in every direc  on. Your dad hunt-
ed these grand mountains of the Eastern Sierra in the past, and, 
I might add, put in considerable  me and eff ort trying to tag a 
buck. Events, circumstances and luck, as is the case with hun  ng, 
never did go his way back then - but proudly, I can say he never 
took irresponsible shots at game either.
Therefore, up un  l last September, at your ripe age of one, when 
you, your mom and dad came to visit, a Thompson buck had not 
yet hung from the meat pole. With your dad working as much 
as he does, ge   ng  me off  to go hun  ng is not easy. However, 
an opportunity came when a break between jobs opened up. 
At short no  ce, the three of you headed north to spend a few 
days with Grammie Deb and myself. Having only a couple days 
to hunt, your dad just wanted to get some meat. In other words, 
any legal buck would do.
The fi rst day of hun  ng season proved to be uneven  ul as far as 
fi nding any bucks, but the  me your dad and I spend together 
is always special. Having lunch in the shade of a tree, looking 
for wildlife or having a cold beer before calling it a day. I can’t 
wait un  l you are able to come along. The weather forecast for 
the second day called for snow. Late September will typically 
bring rain, but snow? I placed li  le stock in the predic  on. Sure 
enough, your dad and I drank our fi rst cup of coff ee that next 
morning looking out the window at white stuff  on the deck. 

A good hour before sunup, we departed the cabin in the jeep 
heading for my favorite canyon. Two of my old  mer friends and 
I killed bucks there last year, so I know my way around the moun-
tain pre  y well.
By the  me fi rst traces of light spilled over distant ridges, your 
dad and I were way up the mountain ge   ng our gear together 
and making plans to hike into an old burn. The snow depth - eas-
ily triple the amount on the valley fl oor - beau  fully blanketed 
the sage brush hills. Your dad led the way while I brought up the 
rear with a pack frame and spo   ng scope. We reached the edge 
of the burn in li  le  me and with just enough daylight to see 
well. Your dad spo  ed a deer below in some burned out trees. 
He moved quickly across a fl at. It took me a few extra seconds 
to spot him. When I fi nally did, he had reached the edge of thick 
cover. I could see he had antlers, but was he a spike or a small 
forkie? I couldn’t tell, so we marked his loca  on and moved on. 
We looped around a hill on a course back to the jeep, glassing 
the white background carefully. Tracks confi rmed deer move-
ment, but only a couple of does were spo  ed.
We cut tracks all morning, and while I glassed from the jeep, 
your dad did a li  le tracking of his own. Somewhat surprising 
and contrary to my experience of hun  ng bucks in the snow, 
the deer seemed to be hunkered down in cover. A clear day and 
with temperatures rising with the sun, we could almost watch 
the snow melt. A bit perplexed, we decided to look at some new 
country and take a break. We spo  ed a couple of deer feeding 
way off  on the skyline. Determined to make something happen, 
your dad, “old hop-a-long” (from recent knee surgery), took off  
to inves  gate. I watched through my spo  er as he sneaked in 
above the small group of deer. 

W ll C l b h f h I’ b ll ll A d h b f d d h bi i h j

A Long Time Coming . . .
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He had the drop on one small buck, but couldn’t put a fork on 
him. Oh well, a li  le excitement was just what we needed to li   
the spirits.
On the way back to where we had earlier seen the buck in the 
burn, your dad spo  ed a couple of does moving across what I 
call Buck Mountain. We began glassing, and in seconds I spied a 
nice buck feeding way high on the mountain at the edge of thick 
mahoganies. My  me spent on Buck Mountain has given me a 
clear advantage on knowing where to look for deer and here, 
once again, it paid off . It is no surprise that, year a  er year, I fi nd 
them in the same places. At 2:00 in the a  ernoon, the deer had 
fi nally started to show.
It was, “let’s go” a  er your dad had a good look through the 
spo   ng scope. A steep jeep ride to the top of the mountain and 
our drop off  point took only a short  me. I’d stalked bucks in 
exactly the same place several  mes before so I led the way to a 
glassing spot hidden in some old growth mahogany trees. Before 
we reached our des  na  on however, a bedded buck we had not 
seen earlier was spo  ed down the mountain in tall sagebrush. 
We were lucky to have seen him fi rst before blowing all the deer 
off  the mountain along with any chances of ge   ng one. Crawling 
forward carefully using cover to keep us hidden, your dad then 
quietly set up shoo  ng s  cks and placed my old pre-’64 Model 
70 Winchester in its cradling fork. He was an older deer with a 
white muzzle and heavy antlers, but he never turned his head so 
we could count points. 
Hidden well and with a good view of the steep hillside below, 
your dad just kept looking at the buck through the rifl e scope 
turned up to eight power. With no urgency, he prac  ced hold-
ing the cross wires steady while in whispered voices we dis-
cussed how far the shot would be, where to hold and whether 
he should even try a shot at all. For sure, he’d have to wait for 
the deer to stand and turn so we could be posi  ve there were 
branched antlers and have a vital target.
Call me ignorant or just plain stubborn, but I don’t own a range-
fi nder. I’m one of those older guys who likes to keep the human 
element and simplicity in the game. For thirty minutes your dad 
and I discussed distance. I can tell you the bedded deer was a 

long way off ; certainly, a doable shot, but far. At fi rst, I opined 
that an eighteen inch hold over would be about right using my 
.30-’06, but then a  er considera  on of the down hill angle, I 
fi gured a sliver of daylight between the cross wire and the top of 
the deer’s back would be about right.
S  ll no shot opportunity and from our posi  on there was a 
good chance a buck would come into view at a closer range. We 
planned on staying put un  l the sun went down if need be. I’d 
scooted into the shade to get out of the heat for only a minute 
or so when your father said another buck had stood up below 
the bedded one we’d been watching. In seconds, he had turned 
broadside on the skyline. I could see legal points on both sides 
so I made a comment something like “Well JD, if a guy was going 
to try a shot from here, this is probably the sight picture he’d be 
looking for.” Without comment or warning (except for releasing 
the safety), your dad sent a bullet on its way and I’ll be darned if 
that buck didn’t just  p over. 
Experience told me the deer was probably fi nished, but at the 
same  me, I’d seen what appeared to be a perfect shot turn into 
a bad situa  on. So, on the side of cau  on, we sat for another 
half hour and watched and photographed two other bucks that 
appeared a  er all the noise and commo  on. By my count, there 
had been fi ve bucks bedded below us the en  re  me – not 
unusual. At the ready, your dad eased down the mountain very 
slowly. With a sigh of relief from both of us, we found his beau  -
ful Eastern Sierra mule deer expired and laying not ten feet from 
where he stood. 
I choke a li  le Cole, when I relive that hunt. No way does it get 
much be  er than being at the top of a mountain with your son, 
stalking a buck. Things don’t always work out the way it did for 
us that day, but I can surely say that over the years, we’d worked 
hard for it and certainly your dad deserved it.
     
    - Love Always, Pop

This story contributed to California Deer Magazine by member, 
Tim Baugh for the Spring Issue Member's Corner. 

Thank you Tim!
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Winner! Winner! Chicken Dinner!Sacramento Chapter Auction & Banquet
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Growing up in a hun  ng family I have 
always been involved with all aspects of 
hun  ng and the great outdoors. I was 
taught at a young age where my food 
comes from and how to harvest it.  But 
even more importantly I was taught 
ethical hun  ng. I believe that it’s our job, 
as parents and sportsmen, to pass on the 
hun  ng heritage to our future genera-
 ons. Passing on the hun  ng heritage 

is important because our kids are the 
future! Hun  ng not only provides the 
healthiest, organic meat for our families, 
but it also teaches many valuable life les-
sons. Life lessons that seem to be ge   ng 
lost in the world today.  
Hun  ng teaches kids respect, pa  ence, 
ethics, responsibility, confi dence and hard 
work. But for them to be successful in all 
of these aspects of hun  ng they need us 
as teachers. As a mom, hunter educa  on 
instructor, USA Archery Level 2 instruc-
tor and outdoor enthusiast there is no 
greater reward than introducing youth to 
the outdoors or helping them hone in on 
their skills.  
My kids love the hun  ng lifestyle and it is 
so awesome to see them just as excit-
ed about it as my husband and I. At the 
young ages of four and fi ve, they already 
know where their food comes from and I 
am confi dent that if the situa  on arose, 
Wya   (my fi ve year old), could already 
harvest his own food and build a survival 
fi re. We never know what might come 
and knowing that the kids we help can 
effi  ciently provide for themselves is so 

important and one of the greatest 
rewards!
My top fi ve mistakes I think adults 
make when introducing kids into 
hun  ng:
1. Teaching them it’s okay to be un-
ethical. Kids are like li  le sponges.
They absorb everything. Teaching
them at a young age unethical
hun  ng is detrimental to them as
well as our hun  ng community.
2. Taking them on long hunts with bad
weather condi  ons. Unlike some adults,
kids can’t “grind” it out on long hunts, es-
pecially when it’s slow or in bad weather
condi  ons. Try taking them on shorter
hunts or be  er yet scou  ng trips where
you don’t have to worry about being qui-
et. It’s not all about killing, it’s about the
posi  ve, fun experiences and memories
you make.
3. Having too high of expecta  ons.
Remember kids are young. They don’t
have the experience that us adults do.
They WILL make mistakes, but that’s okay
because this is how they learn. So, make
sure to give posi  ve feedback and help
them learn from mistakes.
4. Pushing them too hard. Pushing kids
too hard on one of their fi rst
hunts is se   ng them up for
failure. It’s important to take
them on hunts where THEY can
have fun.
5. Being unprepared. Taking
kids hun  ng under prepared

with clothing, gear and food is a disaster 
wai  ng to happen. Kids get hungry, thirsty 
and cold much faster than adults do.   
If I have any advice for those who want 
to take a child out hun  ng it would be to, 
“Be pa  ent!” They might be loud and you 
might not see a single thing, but that’s 
okay! It’s all about making it fun for the 
kids and le   ng them experience the great 
outdoors! Ge   ng frustrated with them 
will only discourage them from living 
this amazing lifestyle.  Remember, we 
are growing our future and introducing 
them to responsible and ethical hun  ng 
will only help them grow into our future 
genera  ons 
of conserva-
 onists!

SEREENA 
THOMPSON

Sereena Thompson enjoys 
the outdoor lifestyle with 

her Husband & children in 
Northern California & Oregon

START THEM YOUNG
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Down in the southeast desert of California, an organiza  on known 
as Water for Wildlife has been restoring guzzlers, springs, and oth-
er wildlife watering sources for nearly a decade. During that  me, 
CDA is proud to say we supported Cliff  McDonald and his crew of 
WFW volunteers any way we could. 

Focusing primarily in the Mojave Desert, Water for Wildlife’s ef-
forts have been cri  cal to the survival of deer as well as hundreds 
of other species. During this  me, California has been plagued 
with drought and no other place has been hit worse than the 
Southeast Desert. 

In 2017, CDA helped fund the repair and maintenance of two 
springs and a pond by Cliff  and his crew. The work at the springs 
included hundreds of volunteer hours cleaning out sediment, re-
moval of obstruc  ons, and repair of exis  ng equipment spanning 
several days. 

Water for Wildlife, 
East Mojave Desert

Invasive species like this Tamarisk impede access to water for wildlife as 
well as use up valuable groundwater.
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When Cliff  went back to check up on their work, the results 
were clear - “the water is now fl owing, deer tracks all over, plus 
I saw a nice buck with eight does at one of the springs,” stated 
Cliff  McDonald. 

Over at the pond, an invasive species known as Tamarisk had 
taken over. Like many other riparian areas in the Southwest 
Desert of the United States, the pond was now inundated by the 
plant. Consuming large amounts of groundwater and crea  ng 
dense thickets, impeding wildlife from access to the pond and 
draining its most valuable resource - water. The WFW crew 
recognized the nega  ve impact on the area and began removal 
of the invasive plant. Piece by piece, they removed the invasive 
species by hand over the course of a couple of years. So, how’s 
the pond now? “Not a sign of Tamarisk in the area,” Cliff  reports.
“These springs fl owing and clearing of the Tamarisk was only 

possible because of the grant money from CDA,” Cliff  McDonald 
said. Because of the success Water for Wildlife has achieved in 
the Southeast Desert of California, CDA is proud to be a partner 
with Cliff  and Water for Wildlife, and will con  nue to support 
their eff orts into 2018. 

If you would like more informa  on on Water for Wildlife or 
would like to join the volunteer eff ort to repair these valuable 
resources, visit: www.waterforwildlifeemd.com
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We all know that as  me moves on, things change.  Some  mes 
change can be good, some  mes change can be bad. Almost 
certainly the biggest change we, as Californians, have witnessed 
is the state of our state.  Considered a “rural” state in the not too 
distant past, the face of California has changed drama  cally.  Not 
so much the physical face – California’s landmass is s  ll largely 
rural ranch and farm lands, forest and other wildlands – but the 
poli  cal face.  
Today, California’s popula  on is bumping up against an eye-pop-
ping 40 million people, with the overwhelming majority 
crammed into greater Los Angeles and the San Francisco Bay 
Area. With far fewer than 1% now purchasing hun  ng licenses, 
much of our public is now out of touch with our state’s rich and 
diverse wildlife, our proud hun  ng heritage, and our important 
role in wildlife conserva  on. Most of us are painfully aware of 
the seemingly unending poli  cal challenges to our hun  ng tradi-
 ons that California’s changing demographics is genera  ng in the 

decision-making forums of our State Legislature, Fish and Game 
Commission and beyond. But the policy decisions they make 
don’t just impact us as California’s hunters – they also impact 
others whose ac  ons, in turn, impact us.   
Each year, most of those who hunt deer in California only pay 
a  en  on to the number of deer tags allocated to their favored 
zone, ge   ng their tag applica  on into the annual draw on  me, 
and eventually, whether or not they drew their preferred tag.  
Don’t blame them – that’s the bo  om line. But long before 
annual tag quotas are adopted, and that draw is held, thousands 
of manhours must be spent by those who manage our state’s 
wildlife in public trust.     
As many hunters know, the California Department of Fish and 
Wildlife does not have the fi nal say on any hun  ng or fi shing reg-
ula  ons – including how many deer tags are allocated to a specif-
ic zone, or when the season opens and closes. That authority 
belongs to the California Fish and Game Commission. But, as the 
commission’s “biological arm”, it is the department’s responsi-
bility to make annual recommenda  ons to the commission on 

hun  ng regula  ons, based on the 
latest and best available science.  
This eff ort, of course, appropri-
ately includes pu   ng depart-
ment staff  in the fi eld to perform 
popula  on surveys and other groundwork to determine current 
game species health. But legal challenges, policy decisions, and 
the need for more sophis  cated wildlife management, have sub-
stan  ally ratcheted up the addi  onal spadework the department 
must now perform before a recommenda  on can be brought 
before the commission.  
Long before any recommenda  on can see the light of day, gears 
grind deep within the department for months, and in some 
cases, even years to complete the management planning and 
environmental documenta  on that is now a prerequisite to the 
hunter harvest of game species.  Extreme care must be taken 
throughout this process – not only due to the department’s re-
sponsibility to maintain and enhance sustainable popula  ons of 
game species in public trust, but also because a bank of environ-
mental a  orneys represen  ng animal-rights organiza  ons lay in 
wait to dissect every syllable. 
Those who want to rip away our ability to hunt are a  acking on 
every possible front – including unprecedented scru  ny of the 
mountain of documenta  on the department must now complete 
to substan  ate our annual seasons and bag limits. Although it 
has become fairly common prac  ce for many hunters to grumble 
about the department “going an  ”, it simply isn’t true – at least 
where it counts. Sure, the department is changing.  In fact, it’s 
probably safe to say that the number of individuals working for 
the department who do not support hun  ng is higher than ever 
before. But, today, department staff  responsible for comple  ng 
the growing heap of annual paperwork required to keep us in 
the fi eld must be more dedicated than ever before.  
The Winter 2018 issue of California Deer magazine included an 
in-depth interview with the two individuals now responsible for 
overseeing all the department’s ac  vi  es in the area of great-

est importance to hunters – wildlife 
management.  Although the Deputy 
Director for Fish and Wildlife, Staf-
ford Lehr has only been in his seat for 
a li  le over two years, the Wildlife 
Branch Chief Kari Lewis in hers for only 
a handful of months, and the newly 
designated Game Program Manager 
Brad Burkholder in his for a ma  er of 
days – thus far they appear to be up to 
the challenge.    
Perhaps the best example of the 
increasing responsibility placed on the 
department and the importance of the 
agency’s commitment to the future of 
hun  ng, is the California Elk Conserva-
 on and Management Plan (Elk Plan).  

California Fish and Game Code (FGC) 
appropriately gives the department 
jurisdic  on over the conserva  on, 
protec  on, and management of elk in 
our state and the habitat necessary to 

KEEPING YOU IN THE FIELD
WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT PLANNING IN THE CROSSHAIRS
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BILL GAINES
info@gainesandassociates.com

The California Deer Associa  on (CDA) is pleased to be working 
with the California Chapter of the Wild Sheep Founda  on (CA 
WSF) and other conserva  on partners on Capitol Hill in an eff ort 
to seek the introduc  on of federal legisla  on which would move 
the recently created Castle Mountains Na  onal Monument into 
the Mojave Na  onal Preserve. The Castle Mountains Na  onal 
Monument was created by a Presiden  al Proclama  on in Febru-
ary 2016 by President Obama, with all hun  ng within its bound-
aries subsequently prohibited in the Monument's management 
plan.  The move of Castle Mountains Monument into the Mojave 
Na  onal Preserve would not only re-establish public hun  ng 

opportunity, but also provide, improved coordina  on between 
the State of California and federal agencies on the research, 
enhancement and ac  ve management of wildlife and their 
habitats within the Castle Mountains. Because the 20,920 acre 
Castle Mountains Na  onal Monument falls within the district 
of U.S. Representa  ve Paul Cook (R-CA/8th) - CA WSF, CDA and 
the conserva  on partnership are appropriately urging Repre-
senta  ve Cook to introduce the bill. The le  er was presented to 
Representa  ve Cook at a mee  ng in Washington DC on Wednes-
day, February 21st.  

sustain them.  Further, changes placed into the FGC by the State 
Legislature in 2003 require the department to develop a state-
wide elk management plan, a document which must – in excruci-
a  ng detail – lay out their management ac  vi  es for maintaining 
suffi  cient popula  ons of elk in our state and provide guidance to 
help mediate compe  ng and confl ic  ng interests. Said diff er-
ently, the Elk Plan is not only to serve as the founda  on for elk 
management eff orts in California, but also our ability to hunt elk 
in our state.  
Regardless of what is laid at risk, and ignoring our con  nued 
pleas for ac  on, for the past several years a California Elk Plan in 
desperate need of an update sat dormant while a never ceasing 
cavalcade of higher department priori  es moved it aside. It all 
almost came crashing down a few short years ago when the Cen-
ter for Biological Diversity used the woefully out-of-date Elk Plan 
as their basis for calling on the commission to close elk season 
statewide.  Although we were able to work with the department 
to convince the commission to keep elk hunters in the fi eld that 
year, the challenge did result in the department pulling back 
addi  onal hunts they were proposing.   
To his credit, when Deputy Director Lehr – an avid hunter himself 
– took offi  ce roughly two years ago, he recognized the immedi-
ate need for an Elk Plan that could withstand legal challenge and 
made comple  ng the update a top priority of the department’s 
wildlife branch.  A  er years of risky delay, and several revisions, 
a 400+ page dra   California Elk Conserva  on and Management 
Plan was fi nally released for public comment in November 2017.  
Although the dra   Elk Plan was certainly not perfect – even 
warran  ng comments from the California Deer Associa  on, the 
Rocky Mountain Elk Founda  on and a handful of other wildlife 
conserva  on organiza  ons – the Plan, when fi nalized later this 
year, will put the future of elk management and hun  ng in our 
state on much safer legal ground.
A carefully updated Elk Plan that can guide elk management ac-
 vi  es and withstand legal challenge is not only essen  al to our 

ability to con  nue to hunt elk in our state, but it’s also important 
to us for many other reasons.  With Deputy Director Lehr and 
department wildlife branch staff  faced with comple  ng simi-
lar updates of statewide management plans required for deer, 
wild sheep and other game species in the coming months – the 
California Elk Conserva  on and Management Plan must serve as 
a “legal template” for the important management plans that will 
follow.
As California con  nues to change, some change will be good, 
some change will be bad.  Established two decades ago with the 
principle goal of improving the health of California deer herds 
through habitat improvement and research, the California Deer 
Associa  on eagerly welcomes the update of a statewide Deer 
Conserva  on and Management Plan. That Plan, and the addi-
 onal suppor  ng analysis the department is now required to 

perform, will only provide us with a state-of-the-art blueprint 
for what must be done on the ground to enhance the health 
of California’s deer, in a way that minimizes unnecessary con-
fl ict with other species and interests.  We are also aware of the 
importance of a carefully wri  en management plan that can 
withstand even the closest legal scru  ny of those who want to 
take us out of the fi eld. To that end, over the coming months, 
CDA will con  nue to closely monitor the department’s careful 
eff orts to fi nalize the Elk Plan, while doing all possible to assist 
with their equally important update 
of a California Deer Conserva  on 
and Management Plan which can 
guide our habitat eff orts into the fu-
ture and ensure future genera  ons 
of hunters can stay in the fi eld.

California Deer Associa  on Co Sponsors Bill to Open Hun  ng in Castle Mountains
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THIS  SPRING Upcoming Events

Welcome to our new Upcoming Events Sec  on. We will begin publishing upcoming outdoor spor  ng events for CDA mem-
bers, their families, and friends to a  end. If you have an event to include, send an email to: toddstevens@caldeer.org 
All events must meet these requirements - 1) Be open to anyone who wishes to a  end 2) Not for profi t (fundraising OK) 3) Outdoors 
related 4) Turned in before publica  on deadlines.
        EVENT        DATES                        LOCATION                          FOR FURTHER INFO

Become a Hunter                    Ongoing                                    website: wildlife.ca.gov/Hunter-Educa  on/Become-an-instructor
Educa  on Instructor                                 website: youtube.com/watch?v=t4ezEs7jT5g&t=4s 
Become a volunteer California Hunter Educa  on Instructor! Teach others about fi rearm safety, wildlife conserva  on, and hunter ethics. As an 
instructor, you will be eligible for special hunts and other incen  ves including manufacturer discounts on outdoor related products. Most
importantly, you will be doing your part in Passing on the Tradi  on!

Gabe Duran Memorial          Fri-Sunday            Sacramento River                                                     website: casthope.org
Fly Fishing Tournament         May 4-6th                Redding, CA                   email: ryan.johnston@hotmail.com

Be known as the Top S  ck by winning the biggest 3 fl y trout fi shing tournament west of Montana. Hire a guide or enter your own boat with a 
team of 2 Anglers to compete. All proceeds benefi t CastHope.org which helps kids get involved in the outdoors in the sport of fl y fi shing. Open to 
Compe  tors and Non-Compe  tors, Saturday Night BBQ Social Event With Live Music & Sunday A  ernoon Awards Ceremony.

10th Annual Youth                  Sunday             Ishi Archery Club         Registra  on Day of Event                 website: ishiarcheryclub.org
3D Archery Shoot                  May 20th    Red Bluff , CA          8 -9am          email: ishiarchers@gmail.com
Compe   on begins at 9am. Entry fees $10 each or $20 per family. All youth 17 and under are invited to par  cipate. Adults may shoot if accompa-
nied by a youth. Prize drawing held for all youth par  cipants. All youth shooters will receive a pin. Food & drink concession available. CDA Youth 
Educa  on Trailer will be in a  endance. 

2018 CLOGBA                         Fri-Sunday              Clear Lake             Registra  on         website: clearlakeoaks.org/derby   
Ca  ish Derby   May 18-20th   Glenhaven, CA           Now un  l 11pm 5/18                 
Compe   on begins Friday, May 18th at Noon and Ends Sunday, May 20th at Noon. Entry fees $40 before Thursday, May 17th by 11pm. Youth 
Division $10 for kids 15 and under. Biggest Fish Format, Live Fish Only. Proceeds to benefi t local community projects. Top 20 fi sh win prizes in adult 
division. Top 5 fi sh in the up to 10yo division and Top 5 fi sh in the 11-15yo division win prizes. First Place Biggest Channel Ca  ish in 2017, was 28.81 
lbs. in the adult division - 20th place fi sh 19.61 lbs.



Thank you for joining us at our banquets. Funds generated from our banquets provide direct 
financial support for habitat improvement and research projects.

CHAPTER                          DATE               CONTACT

Santa Rosa                             1/13/2018  Mike Deas  (707)756-2045

         Dave Beach  (707)570-7406

Redding                            1/27/2018  Lee Torres  (530)227-8004

Woodland                             2/17/2018  Steve Rose  (530)681-5776

Ventura                             2/24/2018  Ryan Geisler  (805)427-5527

Sacramento                             2/24/2018  Jim Jarvis  (916)212-0478

Gridley                             3/03/2018  Mark Dalrymple (530)531-5437

Tulelake/Butte Valley                3/10/2018  Heath Wright  (530)567-5774

Diablo Blacktail (Concord)          3/16/2018  Dave Gearing  (925)260-6048

Bakersfield                             3/17/2018  Dale Johle  (661)619-6507

Chico                                  3/17/2018  Kurt Steindorf (530)570-5229

Merced                              3/24/2018  David Wedde  (209)613-4483

Lodi                                          3/24/2018  Pat Fitzmorris (530)632-2091

South County (Hollister)       4/07/2018  Joey Vallejo  (831)801-0998

Mt. Shasta                              4/14/2018  Mike Burns  (530)859-2899

         Trent Willis  (707)338-7820

North Valley (Colusa)                  4/21/2018  T.J. Gomez  (530)660-0551

Redwood Coast (Eureka)       4/28/2018  Dan Gomes  (707)498-7685

Central Valley (Fresno)       5/05/2018  Marcie Kemp  (559)351-4937

Gold Country (Grass Valley)       5/05/2018  Cary Sanders  (530)362-6805

San Francisco Peninsula                     5/10/2018  Jim McMillen  (408)205-8502

Western Sierra (Sonora)                       6/09/2018  Jared Roscelli  (209)743-6758

Eastern Sierra (Bishop)                       6/23/2018  Joe Pecsi  (760)784-0699

Placer County (Roseville)                       7/14/2018  Brian Azevedo (916)295-4883

Central Coast (Paso Robles)             7/14/2018  Mark Gomes  (805)895-4495

Susanville                          7/28/2018  Dan Ryan  (530)640-3848

High Desert     8/04/2018  Karen Shackelford    (760)887-1092

Indian Wells Valley     8/11/2018  Al Mitchell  (760)382-7293

Jackson                          9/08/2018  Mark Morton  (209)765-0344

2018 CDA BANQUET SCHEDULE2018 CDA BANQUET SCHEDULE
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Spring Shed Hun  ng Tips

Early Spring is a beau  ful  me of year in California! The hills are 
green, the wild fl owers are blooming, turkeys are gobbling, strut-
 ng and showing off  for the ladies! 2017 was a par  cularly hard 

year on California from the rain, fl oods, wildfi res and mudslides. 
Many of us have loved ones that were in some way, shape or 
form touched by Mother Nature's wrath. 
Now here we are in the early Spring of 2018 and for those fellow 
die-hards that daydream about bucks on a regular basis, we are 
preparing to hit our hun  ng grounds in search of deer sheds! 
Whether you're new to shed hun  ng or a seasoned veteran, 
here are some  ps to help you become a more successful shed 
hunter.
California is unique in that we have two types of blacktails: 
migratory and non-migratory. The  ming of the migra  on is 
dependent on the weather, including temperature as cold snaps 
can freeze off  the deer's groceries in the mountains quickly.
When you study these historical migra  on routes and earnestly 
hike the areas (miles = piles) between the deer winter and sum-
mer range, you will fi nd concentrated areas in the vast 
wilderness that hold good numbers of sheds. 
For the sake of this ar  cle we are primarily focusing on blacktails 
that are non-migratory and live most of their lives in a 1-2 mile 
radius. If your shed hun  ng a property that you also deer hunt 
this gives you an opportunity to determine what bucks will be 
available to hunt this coming deer season.
Finding the sheds of a mature blacktail will confi rm where he 
lives and where you should hunt and concentrate your eff orts 
searching for sheds, and hopefully put your tag on that elusive 
buck come deer season!
You will fi nd the most sheds where deer spend most of their 
 me. Concentrate on well used trails, bedding areas, feeding 

areas, deer droppings, fence lines - look for rubs and keep in 

mind bucks like thick cover 
and south facing hillsides 
in colder climates. Always 
walk slower than you think 
you should, and use your 
binoculars o  en.  
Examine pockets of trees 
and out of the ordinary 
places. Don't forget to 
turn around as you walk -  
that's the other half of the 
big picture. Stay focused. 
Whenever possible, using 
game cameras will help 
you determine if bucks 
have dropped their antlers 
yet. That way you won't be 
out in the woods too early 
disturbing the deer's travel 
pa  erns. Once you start to 
fi nd sheds, mentally make 
a grid out of the area and 
crisscross it - always on 
the look out for small signs 

of bone, as antlers can look a lot like a twig or branch. Just like 
glassing up a buck, look small. There are always more sheds than 
what we will ever see in any given area. 
If you are really serious about fi nding more sheds than you 
thought possible...train your dog! Given you're in the right 
area(s), you will get many more matching sets of sheds and 
you will be amazed at what you are missing! Many types of dog 
breeds can learn to become great shed dogs. As long as they 
have a good nose, love to please you, and of course come back 
from  me to  me.
Mountain Mike's Reproduc  ons is CDA's partner in protect-
ing and preserving deer hun  ng in the state of California. Our 
Corporate offi  ce is in Northern California and it is our love and 
obsession for the elusive Blacktail that gave the Founder and 
President of MMR, Mike Bartholdy the idea that there has to be 
a be  er way to mount antlers. That vision became a reality a  er 
Mike's youngest daughter had a sleepover and one of the li  le 
darlings proceeded to tap one of many European skull mounts 
Mike had hanging in his game room and snapped off  their noses! 
Necessity is the mother of inven  on. From that one incident: 
The Skull Master was born! No Beetles, No Boiling, No Mess! The 
most realis  c and easy to use deer skull replica in the Outdoor 
Industry. And the only product available that enables you to 
mount your sheds or harvested buck for DIY guys & gals! Don't 
let those precious memories collect dust in the ra  ers of your 
garage. We'll help you get them on the wall and if you aren't a 
DIY (Do-It-Yourself).  Mountain Mike's will mount your memories 
for you! 
Best to all of you, and we hope 2018 is your best year ever! 
Happy Hun  ng!

MIKE RAYMOND
www.masterofskulls.com

Thru our website: masterofskulls.com





As a modern day shooter, I feel that it’s my responsibility to keep 
my fi nger on the pulse of the shoo  ng industry. If you’re like me, 
you’ve probably heard the buzz around “long range” or “preci-
sion” shoo  ng - where chipping the paint off  of a steel target 
at 1,000 yards is considered a beginner’s goal - and shoo  ng 
compe   ons are measured in MILES. Let me be the fi rst to tell 
you that “long range” is not defi ned by a fi nite measurement of 
distance but is instead defi ned by a shooter’s ability to accurately 
hit targets that are outside of their comfort zone. For some, long 
range could be over 400-600 yards - this is especially true when 
it comes to hun  ng - and for others, it could be one yard short 
of the distance where your rifl e becomes unreliable. The diff er-
ence in long range shoo  ng doesn't come strictly from the longer 
distance, but more in the shooter’s ability to be able to read the 
weather condi  ons around them. Using a rifl e scope is more than 
just looking through the eye piece - all those turrets and levels 
that you may have never used in your under 300 yard shots are 
actually there for a reason! 
Long distance shoo  ng has become a bit of an obsession for me! I 
love tes  ng the limits of my rifl e and reaching out to distances in 
excess of 1,000 yards. Knowing that given the right weather con-
di  ons, I’m capable of hi   ng a target over a half of a mile away 
gives me a sense of pride and accomplishment. It also makes me 

Going the Distance: 

much more confi dent in my under 600 yard shots. 
If you’re interested in ge   ng started with long dis-
tance shoo  ng, I’ve put together what I consider to 
be the 4 most important steps to becoming a long 
distance shooter:
1. Get a mentor or a partner
Having someone who can operate the range fi nder 
and spo   ng scope for you while you’re behind the 
gun is really important. Not only that, but when 
you’re learning a new shoo  ng style or trying out a 
diff erent brand of ammuni  on, it’s nice to be able 
to have someone to bounce ideas off  of, and make 
sure you are reading the weather condi  ons cor-
rectly. If you can fi nd a long range mentor, someone 
who has hundreds of hours of long range shoo  ng 
experience, and who has used all diff erent types of 
equipment, you’re doubling your chance of short-
ening the learning curve when it comes to ge   ng 
the hang of long range shoo  ng. I’m blessed to have 
Eric Wahlberg and Gino Wullko  e of Inner Moun-
tain Rifl e Stocks, Don Frazier, Mike Perkins, and Den-
nis VanAcker as my mentors, and each one of them 

has taught me something new and diff erent. When we all get 
together and start throwing ideas around and “talking shop,” 
I can’t help but to be in awe of their collec  ve knowledge and 
their passion for the sport.
Side note: If you can’t fi nd a mentor or partner locally, the next 
best thing would be to take a class. While it won’t provide you 
with someone to spot for you out on the range each week, it 
will give you a solid 3-4 full days worth of invaluable training 
and experience. I highly recommend Mike Perkins’ Crosshairs 
Long Range Hun  ng School, especially if you are looking to put 
your newfound long range skills to the ul  mate test. If you’re 
looking for a more militarized sniper school, Charlie Mike Pre-
cision puts on a great long range rifl e and comba  ve/defensive 
pistol school. Regardless of which school you choose, do your 
research, talk to alumni, and fi nd one that fi ts your budget and 
your shoo  ng style.
2. Body posi  on is everything
You never really think about the posi  on of your body un  l 
you’re reaching out to 1000 yards and trying to hold yourself 
steady. Shoo  ng in the prone posi  on (laying down fl at on your 
stomach with your legs out behind you) provides the most sta-
bility for long range shoo  ng, and if you can get in this posi  on 
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Steps for Ge   ng Started 
with Long Distance Shoo  ng
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to take your shot, I highly recommend it. You’ll want as many 
points of contact with the ground as you can get - so posi  on 
your legs about two feet apart, making sure your toes or your 
inner ankles are always touching the ground, use your elbows 
to maintain ground contact in the front, and make sure you’re 
comfortable. Your accuracy will decline rapidly if you are tensed 
up or in an uncomfortable posi  on. Breathing is a very important 
aspect of long range shoo  ng - teaching yourself to slow down 
and control your breathing, learning to pull the trigger as you ex-
hale, and keeping your heart rate from controlling your squeeze. 
I’m not going to lie, I’ve been so focused on controlling my 
breathing and trying to exhale on the right breath that I might 
have forgo  en to take a breath a few  mes! A lack of oxygen 
makes for terrible shot placement….
3. Invest in the right equipment
Before I started long range shoo  ng, I honestly had no idea there 
were so many tools out there to enhance your shoo  ng experi-
ence! I used to just show up with a rifl e on a sling and fi gured I’d 
bunch up a backpack or post up on a rock if I needed an addi-
 onal rest. Now when I head out to shoot long range, I kind of 

look like I’m packing for a weekend getaway! In all seriousness, 
here are the tools that have helped make me a more steady and 
accurate long range shooter:
- Bipods: I love my Atlas bi-pods,
and they are easy to pop on and off 
depending on the situa  on. They will
make shoo  ng in the prone posi  on a
piece of cake. Be sure to try out a few
diff erent bi-pod styles to make sure
your bi-pod won’t hinder your natural
shoo  ng posi  on.
- Shoo  ng mat: I men  oned earlier
that shoo  ng prone (laying down) is
the most stable shoo  ng posi  on for
long range, but that doesn’t mean it’s
the most comfortable. A nicely padded
shoo  ng mat is a must-have at the
range. Cabela’s has a nice shoo  ng
mat for an aff ordable price.
- Shoo  ng bag or rest: These shoot-
ing bags will help you get the perfect
eleva  on on your bu   stock, and are
especially great for smaller framed
shooters who may need an addi  onal
height adjustment. Cabela’s is my go-
to place for aff ordable shoo  ng bags.
If you’re feeling cra  y, you can also
make some DIY shoo  ng bags from
old socks and sand or rice that you can
throw in your range bag or hun  ng
pack for quick adjustment. They might
not be pre  y but they get the job
done!
- Range fi nder: Without know-
ing your exact yardage, you won’t
be able to make the detailed MOA
adjustments for those longer shots.
Vortex Ranger is a great range fi nder,
and their new Fury binoculars have a
built-in range fi nder, which is handy
if you’re trying to limit the amount
of stuff  you drag out to the range.
Whatever you choose, make sure you
learn how to use ALL of the func  ons
on your range fi nder, otherwise you’re

not ge   ng the most out of your equipment.
- Binoculars and/or spo   ng scope: Being able to hone in on
the target or spot for your partner will allow you to make those
small adjustments that may be the diff erence in hi   ng the target
or hi   ng the dirt. Vortex Fury Binoculars with a built-in range
fi nder or Vortex Viper HD Spo   ng Scope are my go-to op  cs at
the range.
- MOA rifl e scope: I never used to put much stock in those
high-priced rifl e scopes, and for under 300 yards, you can almost
always fi nd an aff ordable scope that will do the job, but once
you start shoo  ng long distances, you’ll want a higher powered
scope with at least some of the bells and whistles, especially
MOA (Minutes Of Angle) adjustments, which will help you adjust
your scope’s eleva  on or windage. I prefer to use a Vortex Viper
6-24x50 HSLR FFP XLR MOA with a scope bubble level so I can
reduce my can  ng (lateral, side to side movement of your rifl e).
- Wind meter: There are so many op  ons to choose from to
help you read the wind and the weather condi  ons (one of the
most important factors in a successful long distance shot), but
my two favorites are the Kestrel 5700 Elite as a stand-alone me-
ter or the WeatherFlow WEATHERmeter as a plug-in meter for
your smartphone.
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VOLUNTEER
& Win Prizes
Join a Commi  ee, 

Work a Chapter Project, 
Volunteer Your Career Services, 
Plug In and Lend A Hand to Earn 

Your Chance at Winning!

Prizes Awarded December 2018
Look for Communica  on from your 

Chapter Chairperson For Volunteers. 
Prizes may vary depending on availability.

callie@gwgclothing.com 
Callie Wolverton, COO for GWG 

Clothing, Guest Host on Girls with 
Guns® TV and Staff  Shooter for 

Inner Mountain Rifl es. 

Callie enjoys hun  ng, long range 
shoo  ng and adventuring with 

her dog, Bandit. 

- Shooter app: A favorite app for any shooter, the
Shooter app will help you calculate your customized
MOA adjustments (the top turret on your scope)
for each 100 yard increment based on your am-
muni  on informa  on and the weather condi  ons.
Depending on how analy  cal you are (data nerd
right here), you may want to invest in a dry or live
fi re training tool like Laser Ammo or Man  sX. These
tools and apps will help you iden  fy trigger fi nger
issues, breathing issues, and any other operator er-
ror issues you may be having. Those issues will only
be exacerbated the further you shoot.
4. Reading the condi  ons
This is probably the hardest thing to learn and even 
harder to explain. I’ll be the fi rst to admit that I’m 
s  ll learning how to read the weather condi  ons 
and turn what I see downrange into an adjust-
ment on my scope. There are so many factors that 
will aff ect your bullet trajectory - everything from 
temperature, humidity, eleva  on, wind speed, and 
crosswinds - and if you’re shoo  ng at diff erent rang-
es or in new places, you’ll constantly be adjus  ng 
what you think you know about the condi  ons. I’m 
honestly excited to con  nue to work on reading 
the condi  ons properly and being able to help the 
shooter I’m spo   ng for make an accurate adjust-
ment. A great way to prac  ce reading the condi-
 ons is to take your range fi nder, your binos, and 

your wind meter out to the range (or anywhere that 
you might be shoo  ng) and prac  ce guess  ma  ng 
the condi  ons at certain distances, using your tools 
to back up your guess  mate. The old adage “prac-
 ce makes perfect” couldn’t be more true when it 

comes to reading the condi  ons.
Two years ago I had my fi rst long range lesson with 
Eric. Before that day, I’d never shot farther than 300 
yards. By the end of my fi rst lesson, I’d chipped the 
paint off  of the center of an 813 yard target. To this 
day, I s  ll can’t get enough of landing the perfect 
shot at distances I never dreamed of. Last year I 
joined the 1000 yard club with my Ruger American 
.270 while training with my squad at Crosshairs 
Long Range Hun  ng School in Boise, Idaho. I plan on 
entering a long range compe   on in the near future 
(maybe one day I’ll work my way up to compe  ng 
in the “King of 2 Miles”), and I can only hope that I 
will see a whole new group of long range shooters 
compe  ng with me. Long range shoo  ng may have 
started out as something that seemed complicated 
and in  mida  ng but looking back, I can’t think of 
any other shoo  ng sport I’d rather be obsessed 
with. Join me in living this #LongRangeLife.
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By GUNNER RAY 

Well this hunt is one to remember. It all started off  by just si   ng 
at the table with my dad and deciding what unit to put in for. We 
waited for about a month to see if I drew the tag. As soon as I 
woke up, I walked out of my room and my dad said, “you drew 
your speed goat tag.” All I remember is that I was so excited. So 
that's where it all began. 
A  er ge   ng this great news, soon a  er my dad and I went out 
scou  ng for some goats. One thing I did was shoot my bow, a lot. 
I would shoot for an hour every night a  er school to make sure 
if I had the opportunity to have a shot on a nice buck I wouldn't 
miss. We would go out about every night and weekend to see if 
we could get a good buck spo  ed out but what we were fi nding 
were just a li  le too small or they would be tall with bad prongs or 
heavy with no prongs. The archery season started and you know 
on opening day I got up early, had a cup of coff ee and my dad and 
I headed out for the hills. As soon as the sun came up we found 
a buck that was decent, so I began to think about if I was willing 
to put a stalk on this buck. This buck was about 100 yards out so 
I began crawling through the bush. I got about 50 yards from the 
buck, when he stood up and gave me a broadside shot. The only 
problem was that there was a piece of sage bush in the way. As 
soon as I crawled a li  le more and pulled my bow back, he took off  
like a rocket. I wasn't even mad because it was so much fun trying 
to get close enough for a shot. What I love about goat hun  ng is 
that they are out all day long. We were si   ng glassing, and out of 
nowhere a buck stood up. It was not a bad buck, but he was about 
500 yards away and as soon as he stood up he got spooked. 
I would go shoo  ng o  en to make sure my gun was on just right 
because I didn't want to miss or wound a big speedgoat. The rifl e 
I was using on this hunt is a 7 mag Belgium made Browning. What 
can I say, this is my favorite gun. I love the way it shoots. It was the 
opener for rifl e and I couldn't have been more excited to get in the 

truck. As it got light we saw a couple of li  le bucks, but just not 
that one I was looking for. We watched a couple that were tall, and 
one or two that were heavy, but they were just too far out or they 
were just running. That's the thing about antelope, all you have to 
do is look at them and they just take off  and never stop running 
- its the funniest thing to just watch them run and never stop. It
was 4pm in the a  ernoon and there were three nice bucks in a big
open area. We watched them run and feed for about 45 minutes.
I was thinking of taking the shot on the buck on the far le   about
350 yards away. I wasn't sure if he would stop walking, but when
he did stop I put my crosshairs right behind his shoulder. Right
before I shot, I said to myself “He isn't the one I'm looking for”, so I
stood up and went home.
Wai  ng for the next day to come around I was thinking of where 
we should go in the morning. There were a couple spots I wanted 
to go. When I woke up the next morning it felt like it was going to 
be a good day. As soon as we got out to one of our spots we saw 
a couple of good bucks, but they were just too small so we moved 
on. It was 2pm when we spo  ed the buck that caught my eye. He 
wasn't that tall but he had the mass I was a  er, and his prongs 
where pre  y good. I was thinking of how to make a stalk on him. 
The wind was howling. I gave him a minute to get over the hill, 
then I was going to make a stalk. As soon as he walked over the hill 
I got up and was going a  er him. The wind was right in my favor so 
I felt like this was going to be good. I barely peeked my head over 
the side of the hill and there he was. I ranged him in at 195 yards. 
I was thinking in my head, "Dang, that’s a nice buck." I put the 
shoo  ng s  cks down, set my gun on them and took a deep breath. 
When I let that breath out, I pulled the trigger. I watched this goat 
in my scope just drop. I can’t even explain how happy I was! All of 
this  me being out there paid off . It was not about shoo  ng the 
biggest buck. It was about the adventure my Dad and I experi-
enced together that made this hunt so memorable.

Speed      Goats



CALIFORNIA DEER      31

10th Annual Youth 3D Archery Shoot
Details
ISHI ARCHERY CLUB, Red Bluff , California
Sunday, May 20, 2018
Registra  on 7:30am - 9:00 a.m. 
Shoo  ng Starts at 9:00 a.m.
No pre-registra  on. Must complete shoo  ng by 2pm.
Entry Fees $10 each or $20 per family
All youth, 17 years and under are invited to par  cipate.
Adults may only shoot if accompanied by a youth.
Awards: Pins given for 1st, 2nd, & 3rd Place in NFAA classes.
Long, recurve or compound bows; fi ngers or releases al-
lowed. Shooters must have their own archery equipment, 
arrows and safety equipment (fi nger tab, glove, arm guard 
and quiver). 

If tradi  onal youth sports just feel like they are lacking something 
for your child and family, have you considered archery shoots? Every 
year the ISHI Archery Club located just outside of Red Bluff , California 
hosts a youth archery shoot open to all members and non members 
who wish to par  cipate, learn and compete. 

Archery is one of the fastest growing outdoor sports in the country 
with many local archery clubs holding compe   ons. The Na  onal 
Field Archery Associa  on (www.nfaausa.com) supports many local 
club compe   ons open to all levels from beginning youth to ad-
vanced na  onal meets.

The Ishi Archery Club Youth shoot draws kids from all over California 
with its 28 3D targets. This event allows use of the marked yardage 
at the range with two arrows per compe  tor. All youth compe  tors 
will receive a par  cipa  on pin. There will be two concession stands 
for food and drinks available. The California Deer Associa  on will also 
have its youth educa  on trailer at the event for the kids. 

Direct any ques  ons to Richard Reynolds (530) 347-5442 or Jesse 
Sisneros (530) 527-4472 or send an 
email to: jsisneros49@gmail.com

All parents much sign an insurance 
waiver. Obtain waiver and map at:
www.ishiarcheryclub.org

There will be a door prize draw-
ing held for all youth par  cipants 
thanks to the many generous 
sponsors: 
Firehouse Pizza, Bud's Jolly Cone, 
Red Bluff  Napa, Mike Stevenson, 
Jim Humphrey, Big 5 Spor  ng 
Goods, Outback Construc  on, 
North Main Equipment, Tedon Spe-
cial  es, Los Molinos Hardware, Red 
Bluff  Chrysler/Dodge/Jeep & Ram, 
Sportsman's Warehouse and the 
California Deer Associa  on.

Compe  tors from the 2017 Ishi Archery Shoot pictured above.

Hoyt youth bow shown. 
Highly adjustable to allow for 
future growth. Sold at a reasonable price 
when compared to other youth sports equipment & league fees.



Members Afi eld
CDA Members, you are encouraged to send in your successful hun  ng photos and stories.
Photo submissions are not limited to California deer. We want to see all of your favorite harvest pictures taken on your 
hun  ng adventures. Send submissions to: toddstevens@caldeer.org
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Raising Them Right!
I took this buck in C1 with my daughter by 
my side. She was able to witness the en  re 
event, and she tracked the blood trail to 
the deer. She asked to have it mounted and 
put in her room. Travis Wizner & Daughter 
Gibson Wizner. 

Lightning Strikes A  er 30 Years for Dave York and Sons

Javier Or  z's fi rst buck

I was shocked to see that I’d been drawn for Zone 9, the Cady 
Mountains, here in California. What a great experience to see one of 
these incredible animals that live in such a harsh environment. The 
picture of my sons and I is one I will never forget. 

Way to go 4x4!
Mitch Wilson from the Redding chapter scores in J3.

He prepared by shoo  ng at diff erent distances and rests and then 
traveled to Nebraska to take this great fi rst buck.  He is ac  ve 
serviceman in the U.S. Air Force at Beale AFB and a CDA volunteer.  
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Super proud of my daughter, Gianna Tantardino. 
First year CDA member and California license holder. 

Hun  ng with her father in Northeastern California.

First Year CDA Member & License Holder
Diablo Chapter Volunteers Score Big

Great Buck!

BCCER Youth Hunter Scores
Mason Sohnrey with father Mike Sohnrey who purchased 
the BCCER youth hunt at the CDA Banquet in Chico. Mason 
did an outstanding job and is already talking about next 
year.

Diablo Chapter volunteers and founding 
members, Tyler & MacGregor Douglas 
traveled to Texas to hunt with 4S Safaris. 
4S has been dona  ng hunts to CDA for many 
years and the Douglas' have been hun  ng 
there every year since they fi rst bought the 
hunt from a CDA banquet in 2011 - it has 
been an annual reunion. MacGregor shot his 
buck with a custom built 7mm STW and Tyler 
bagged his buck with a .300 WSM, both built 
by custom rifl e builder Don Slay and purchased 
at the Diablo Blacktail Chapter banquet.  

Past board member, Life Member, and one of the 
founding members of the Gridley Chapter, 

Ma   Hamman bagged this whitetail in Montana 
with a Brown Precision .280 Remington.
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Wild Horses have been in the news quite a bit lately with talk of 
changes in funding and management from the Trump Adminis-
tra  on to state and tribal leaderships. In Modoc County, Califor-
nia wild horses have been a signifi cant topic of my job since day 
one. I work as a livestock and natural resource advisor for the 
University of California Coopera  ve Extension in Modoc County. 
Modoc County is roughly 70 percent public land mostly managed 
by the United States Forest Service (USFS) and Bureau of Land 
Management (BLM). These lands are managed for mul  -use 
including recrea  on, wildlife, livestock grazing,  mber, mining, 
etc. On the Devil’s Garden Ranger District, part of the Modoc 
Na  onal Forest, there is a wild horse herd that is shi  ing the 
balance of mul  -use to single use. 

The horses on the Devil’s Garden are the largest wild horse herd 
managed by the USFS and a  er agreements with the BLM fell 
through about 10 years ago, the popula  on of horses has in-
creased signifi cantly. The wild horse territory (WHT) on the Dev-
il’s Garden is capable of suppor  ng 206-402 total adult horses. 
There are currently nearly 4000 horses inside the congressionally 
designated territory, outside the territory, on private land, and 
on tribal land in Modoc County. 
Although these horses are designated as wild horses through 
the 1971 Wild Horse and Burro Act, the horses on the Modoc 
Na  onal Forest all began as domes  c horses, released a  er the 
mechaniza  on of farming in the early 1900s or le   from old USFS 
horse permits. Local ranchers and cowboys kept the popula  on 

in check un  l the passing 
on the 1971 act. Wild Horse 
herds double every 4-5 years 
with li  le natural preda  on. 
The Devil’s Garden is a unique 
volcanic high plateau mostly 
vegetated by sage brush, 
perennial grasses, and juniper 
trees. Spring moisture from 
snow melt and natural springs 
make this area an essen  al fl y 
way and nes  ng ground for 
birds in the spring and fall. It 
is also an important habitat 
for the interstate deer herd 
and rocky mountain elk as 
they move back and forth 
across the California/Oregon 
border. This area is home to 
the iconic Modoc mule deer 
herd and a popular area for 
hun  ng, fi shing, and recre-
a  on. 

How Feral Horses Eff ect Wildlife Habitat

Feral Horse Impact On Land No Feral Horse Access
- By Laura Snell, Livestock and Natural Resource Advisor UCCE Modoc
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University of California 
Coopera  ve Extension 
research has focused on use 
of natural springs by wildlife, 
livestock and horses for the 
past three fi eld seasons. 
Springs with wild horse use 
only, horse and livestock 
use, and livestock use only 
are used in the study to look 
at diff erences. Using trail 
cameras, the  ming, dura-
 on, and species visi  ng the 

springs can be determined 
and noted for two week pe-
riods in the spring, summer, 
and fall. As well as picture 
monitoring, vegeta  on mon-
itoring is conducted during 
each sampling period. 
The preliminary pictures and 
numbers speak for them-
selves. Wild Horses have 
been found to be 70 percent 
of the visits to some springs, 
and only 10 percent was 
found to be endemic wildlife 
use. The stubble height at 
the spring edge is o  en 
zero with bare ground expanding up to 30 feet from the spring 
banks in the fall. The USFS has grazing management standards 
of 3-5 inches stubble height on spring and stream banks. When 
livestock grazers meet this standard, the livestock are moved to a 
diff erent pasture or sent home. This is not true with wild horses. 
Wild horse grazing is unmanaged and allowed to persist 365 days 
a year. 
Compe   on for forage and water between wild horses and wild-
life is well documented across the Western United States and 
evidenced in Modoc County as well. Mule deer compete with 
wild horses for high quality forage, forbs, and browse species es-
pecially in high eleva  on areas that receive a lot of snow. When 
resources are scarce, in  mida  on has been exhibited especially 
in riparian areas.

Water compe   on between mule deer and wild horses is not 
usually present in moderate or low density wild horse areas 
since mule deer are crepuscular and typically visit water in the 
early morning and evenings. More overlap is documented be-
tween wild horses and pronghorn since they both favor watering 
during the day. On the Devil’s Garden, the density of horses is 
high enough that in  mida  on of mule deer by wild horses is 
seen throughout the day as wildlife and wild horse bands wait 
for the chance to drink o  en late into the evening during the 
summer and fall. As mule deer does cycle through pregnancy, 

birth, and lacta  on, the needs for higher quality forage and wa-
ter throughout the day can pose an increased risk of compe   on 
and nega  ve interac  ons with wild horses.
Wild horses are signifi cantly impac  ng the habitat and ecosys-
tem of the Devil’s Garden especially at fragile spring sites. In the 
uplands, unmanaged grazing has led to a shi   from perennial to 
annual grasses which have lower forage and habitat quality and 
quan  ty. Annual grasses also easily ignite in lightning and pro-
mote a higher fi re return interval. Several varie  es of endemic, 
endangered or threatened species of fi sh, birds, and plants live 
on the Devil’s Garden. 
In September 2016 the Modoc Na  onal Forest completed a wild 
horse gather of 290 animals. This was the fi rst gather conducted 
in over 10 years. Another gather is being planned for 2018 but 
without ac  on, wild horses will become the only species on the 
Devil’s Garden and the natural resources will be depleted beyond 
repair. There are many management op  ons for wild horses 
wri  en in the original act and part of wild horse management 
plans across the country. Ac  on is needed to limit the impact of 
this non-na  ve and invasive species to protect the na  ve fl ora 
and fauna of this region. 

Wild Horse herds double 
every 4-5 years with li  le 

natural preda  on.
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CDA Projects 1996-CDA Projects 1996-CurrentCurrent

State/Federal Grants

Chapter Projects

Project Loca  ons

ACCOMPLISHMENTS WE HAVE ACHIEVED TOGETHER ACCOMPLISHMENTS WE HAVE ACHIEVED TOGETHER 

Loca  ons on map are approxima  ons.

State/Federal Partnerships

JAKE BARLOW
jbarlow@caldeer.org

1998
DNA Research, CDFW State Wide
Telemetry/GPS Collars, CDFW
Bi  erbrush Research, CDFW
Wildlife Monitoring Cameras, CDFW 
Becoming an Outdoors Woman, CDFW 
McFarland Prescribed Burn, Plumas NF
Shields Camp Prescribed Burn, Tahoe NF
Co  onwood Bi  erbrush Plan  ng, Tahoe 
Horse Canyon Prescribed Burn, 
Wildlife Capture Equipment, CDFW 
Aerial Wildlife Capture (Deer), CDFW
Infra-Red Camera, CDFW

1999
Becoming an Outdoors Woman, CDFW 
Telemetry/GPS Collars, CDFW
Antelope Bi  erbrush Plan  ng, CDFW
Redberry Demonstra  on, CDFW
Centrifuges, CDFW

DNA Research, CDFW
Trail Master Camera, CDFW
GPS – Fire Timing, CDFW
Upper Santa Anna Burn, CDFW
Biochemical Research, CDFW
Inyo Guzzler, CDFW
Co  onwood Bi  erbrush Plan  ng, Tahoe
Le  erbox Improvement, Modoc NF
Raywood Flats Seeding
Net Gun Operator Training, CDFW

2000
Aspen Restora  on, Stanislaus NF
French Creek Habitat Improvement,  
   Klamath NF
Boulder Watershed Aspen Improvement,  
   Plumas NF
Video of Deer & Habitat, CDFW
Deer Hunter Postcard Survey, CDFW
Becoming an Outdoors Woman, CDFW
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2000 (con  nued)
N. Inyo Mountains Habitat Improvement, 
   Mule Deer Founda  on
Round Valley Deer Capture Video, CDA 
Expanding Deer DNA Program, CDFW 
Covelo Meadow Maintenance, Mendocino NF
Big Morongo Springs Ranch Brush Clearing
IDEXX Blood Analyzer, CDFW 
Trail Master Camera, CDA 
Big Horn Sheep Evalua  on, CDFW
Poaching Signs, CDA

2001
Burrows Ranch Deer Habitat Improvement
Sworinger BLM/USFS Wildlife Habitat Project,  
   BLM Applegate
Newland Juniper Reduc  on Project, 
   BLM Applegate
Expanding DNA Program, CDFW
Central Coast Habitat U  liza  on, CDFW
Cushenbury Deer Inves  ga  on, CDFW
Nutmeg Gulch Burn, Sierra NF
Kinsman I Burn, Sierra NF
Morongo Springs Ranch Habitat Improvement
Stevenson Ranch Improvements, CDA
Big Chico Creek Ecological Preserve, CDA
Canada de los Osos, CDA

2002
Li  le Sparkler Spring Fence, USFS
Water for Wildlife, CDFW
Tenaja Grassland Restora  on, USFS
Onion Valley Stringer Meadow Rest., USFS
Expanding DNA Program, CDFW
Aspen Enhancement, USFS
Sha  er Winter Range Improvement, USFS
Remote Loca  on Water Transport System, 
   BLM Bishop
Gallinaceous Guzzler Retrofi t Program, 
   BLM Bishop
East Fork Habitat Improvement, Klamath NF
Canada de los Osos Ecological Reserve, 
   Friends of CDLO
Covelo Meadow Maintenance, Mendocino NF
Bloody Rock Medusahead Burn, USFS
Long Valley Road Decommissioning, USFS
Round Valley Deer Condi  on, CDFW
Ultra Sound Machine, CDFW
Ha  ield Guzzlers SK10 & SK4, CDFW
Bass Hill Wildlife Area, CDFW
CA. Deer Micro Habitat Analysis, CDFW 
Hat Creek Guzzler, CDFW
Big Chico Creek Ecological Reserve, CDA
Monterey Fawning Areas, CDA
Youth Pheasant Hunt, CDA

2003
Buck Guzzler, CDA
Sheep Camp Guzzler, CDFW
SK-9 Captain Jack Stronghold Guzzler, CDFW
Expanding Deer DNA Program, CDFW 
Fencing Big Chico Creek Ecological Reserve, 
   CDA - BCCER
Gravelly Valley Habitat Improvement, USFS
Bloody Rock Medusahead Maintenance, USFS
Panhandle Guzzler Replacement, Modoc NF
Devil's Garden Guzzler Retrofi t, Modoc NF
Eastern Sierra Winter Range Restora  on,
   BLM Bishop
West Walker Water Development,
   BLM Bishop
Water Development - Co  onwood Wildlife   
   Area, CDFW

Habitat Acquisi  on - Bass Hill W.A., CDFW
Slinkard-Li  le Antelope Valley W.A., CDFW
Birch Fire Bi  erbrush Revegeta  on Project
SK-8 Captain Jack Stronghold, CDFW
Horizontal Water Tank, CDFW
Feeding Strategies of Predators, CDFW
San Joaquin Watershed Fawn Survival, CDFW
Deer Body Condi  on & Summer Range, CDFW
Purchase of Freezer for Archives, CDFW
Surveillance for AHD in CA deer, CDFW 

2004
Bloody Rock Prescribed Burn III, Mendocino NF
Hwy. 89 Mortality Stewardship, Plumas NF
North Mt. Shasta Prescribed Burn, 
   Shasta/Trinity NF
Green Mountain Prescribed Burn, 
   Shasta/Trinity NF
Habitat Selec  on Modeling, CDFW
White Mts. Deer Herd Study, CDFW
Transac  ons of the Aspen Symposium, 
   WSWS/Mills College
Antelope Valley W.A. Aspen Improv.,CDFW
Big Chico Creek Ecological Reserve, BCCER
Sign Replacement-Vehicle Closure, Plumas NF
Wright's Creek Burn, Stanislaus NF
Upper Boulder Aspen Stand Improvement, 
   Plumas NF
Granite Basin Watershed Aspen Stand, 
   Plumas NF
Barnes Valley Deer Habitat Improvement,  
   Fremont/Winema NF
Eastern Sierra Winter Range Restora  on, 
   BLM Bishop
Bodie Hills Aspen Habitat Improvement, 
   BLM Bishop
Expanding Deer and Elk DNA, CDFW 
Ant Spring Habitat Improvement, 
   BLM Eagle Lake
San Joaquin Watershed Fawn Survival, CDFW
BCCER Deer Capture, CSU Chico Research 
   Founda  on/BCCER
Chimineas Ranch Acquisi  on, CDFW
Canada de los Osos Ecological Reserve, 
   Friends of CDLO

2005
Water Projects Mojave Na  onal Preserve, 
Water for Wildlife
Hi-You Forage Implementa  on, USFS
Kinsman Flat Wildlife Habitat Improvement, 
   Sierra NF
Lassen Creek/Bass Hill Winter Range, CDFW
White Mountains Cliff  Herd Study, CDFW
San Joaquin Watershed Fawn Survival, CDFW
Spring and Guzzler Repair, Water for Wildlife
Li  le Antelope Browse Protec  on, CDFW 
Chemical Immobiliza  on of Deer, CDFW 
Big Chico Creek Ecological Reserve Road 
   Access, CDA - BCCER
Expanding Deer and Elk DNA, CDFW 
Knoxville Wildlife Area Water Projects, CDFW
Aspen Regenera  on/Enhancement, USFS
Central Coast Deer Habitat U  liza  on, CDFW
Becoming and Outdoor Woman, CDFW

2006
Van Vleck Subalpine Meadow Restora  on,  
   Eldorado NF
Statewide DNA Analysis (Innerstate Herd), 
   Arizona Game & Fish
Antelope Valley Wildlife Area Bi  erbrush 
   Restora  on, CDFW

DNA Analysis of California Deer, CDFW 
Basin-Aspen Enhancement, Plumas NF
California Juniper Removal, BLM 
White Mountains Deer Herd Study, CDFW
Hume Deer Herd Telemetry Study, CDFW
Tule River Deer Herd Telemetry Study, CDFW
Thompson Meadow Habitat Enhancement, 
   Stanislaus NF
East Hat Habitat Rest. Project, BLM Applegate
Adobe Wells Restora  on Project, BLM Bishop
X12 Coopera  ve Aspen, BLM Bishop
Mountain Lion Study Eastern Sierras, CDFW
Aspen Ini  a  ve: Rangelands, BLM Applegate
Long/Gibson Prescribed Burn, Klamath NF
E. Sierra Wildlife Science Curriculum, CDFW
Round Valley Winter Range Protec  on, 
   Eastern Sierra Land Trust
Guzzlers/Water Sources, San Bernardino NF

2007
Fourmile Guzzler #1, Klamath NF
Fourmile Guzzler #2, Klamath NF
Hwy 89 Stewardship Team Deer Fence, CDFW
Sunfl ower CRMP-Brush Crushing, CDF
Sunfl ower CRMP-Broadcast Seeding, CDF
Sunfl ower CRMP-Veg. Management, CDF
Antelope Valley Wildlife Area Aspen 
   Improvement, CDFW
Barnes Habitat Enhancement, Klamath NF
California Deer DNA, CDFW State Wide
Antelope Lake Burn - Aspen Plan  ng, Plumas 
Clark's Creek Aspen Restora  on, Plumas NF
Sierra Na  onal Forest Wildlife Improvement, 
   Sierra NF
Upper Bare Creek Habitat Restora  on, 
   BLM Applegate
Granite Watershed Enhancement,Stanislaus NF
San Joaquin River Fawn Mortality, CDFW
CA Juniper Removal in Blue Oak Savannah, 
   BLM Redding
Stanislaus Deer Herd Fawn Survivorship, CDFW
Habitat Iden  fi ca  on for Pronghorn Antelope,  
   CDFW
BCCER Habitat Project, CSU Chico Research 
   Founda  on - BCCER
Mono Basin Wells Restora  on, BLM Bishop
Bodie Hill Hi-Res Imagery, BLM Bishop 
Guzzler Inventory and Maintenance, 
   Kern River/Bakersfi eld Chapter
Esperanza Fire Area Guzzler Repair, 
   San Bernardino NF
Hallelujah Junc  on W.A. Restora  on, CDFW
Emergency Bi  erbrush Plan  ng, Lassen Creek 
   Conserva  on Area

2008
Van Vleck Prescribed Burn, El Dorado NF
Right Wrong Ridge Guzzler Repair, 
   SCBS San Bernardino
Spring/Guzzler Restora  on - East Mojave, 
   Water for Wildlife
Greenhorn Habitat Improvement Project, 
   Klamath NF
Hwy 89 Fence & Monitoring Equipment, CDFW
Chimineas Ranch CRP Wildlife Pond, CDFW
Mountain Star Deer Habitat Enhancement, 
   Plumas NF
Chimineas Ranch Educa  onal Facility, CDFW
Hwy 139 Ecosystem Restora  on, Modoc NF
Coachella Canal Ungulate Inves  ga  on, CDFW
Oak Ridge Wildlife Habitat Enhancement, 
   Mendocino NF
CA Juniper Removal, BLM Redding
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2008 (con  nued)
Age at 1st Reproduc  on of Female Deer, CDFW
Assessment of Black-tailed Deer, CDFW
California Deer DNA project, CDFW State Wide
Manipula  on of Water for Mule Deer, UNR
BCCER Property Acquisi  on, CSU Chico 

2009
Mendocino Blacktail Deer Study, UC Davis
Hwy 89 Stewardship Team Equipment, CDFW
Tehama/Bucks Mtn./Mooretown Migra  on,  
   CDFW
East Chocolate Mtns. Deer Drinker, CDFW
Slinkard Valley W.A. Browse Protec  on, CDFW
Coon Mountain Meadow Restora  on, 
   Shasta/Trinity NF
Lacks Creek Restora  on, BLM Arcata 
Responses of Mule Deer to Manipula  on of 
   Water, UNR
Howland Flat Aspen Restora  on, Plumas NF
Concow Black Oak Habitat Restora  on, 
   Plumas NF
Tennessee Thin Habitat Restora  on, Klamath
Adam Thin and Fuels Reduc  on Project, 
   Klamath NF

2010
Mendocino Blacktail Deer Study, UC Davis
Hwy 89 Stewardship Team Collars, CDFW
Swall Meadows Conserva  on Easement, 
   Eastern Sierra Land Trust
Source/Kinsman Burn, Sierra NF
Casa Diablo Water Development, CDFW Reg.
Slinkard Valley WA Browse Protec  on, 
   CDFW Reg. 6
Siskiyou County Deer Herd Study, 
   Siskiyou County
Deer Forage Improvement, Klamath NF
Antelope Creek Aspen Fencing, Klamath NF
Wirestrike training class, CDFW State Wide

2011
BCCER Habitat Project, CSU Chico Research 
   Founda  on - BCCER
Highway 139 Brush Clearing, CDA Tule 
   Lake Chapter
Hwy 89 Stewardship Team Collar Refurb, CDFW
COTP Dip Tank Conversion, Modoc NF
Hartman Bar Ridge Black Oak Habitat 
   Restora  on, Feather River NF
Blacktailed Deer Study in North CA, UCD
Responses of Deer to H2O Manipula  on, UNR
Deer Habitat Interpre  ve Display, Klamath NF
Lassen Creek Cons. Area-In Holding, LLTT

2012
Beaver Ridge Prairie Restora  on, BLM 
Spring and Guzzler Restora  on East Mojave, 
   Water for Wildlife
Mt. Hough Deer Habitat Burn, Plumas NF
Carson River Deer Herd Study, CDFW
Fish Meadow and Oak Restora  on, Klamath NF
Eastern Sierra Black Bear Study, CDFW
Frenchman Work Center Aspen Hand Thin, 
   Plumas NF
Slapjack Meadow Habitat Improvement, 
   Plumas NF
McCloud Highway 89 Guzzler, CDA 
   Mt. Shasta Chapter
Black Rock Aspen Restora  on, CDA Mt. 
   Shasta Chapter 
South Ash Valley Habitat Restora  on, 
   BLM Eagle Lak
Five Cent Gulch Burn Project, Shasta/Trinity NF

Canada de los Osos Ecological Reserve Youth 
   Educa  on, Friends of CDLO
Chimineas Ranch Project, Chimineas 
   Ranch Founda  on
Special Needs/Outdoor Educa  on, 
   Field of Dreams
Canada de los Osos Youth Hunt, CDA 
Chimineas Youth Deer Hunt, CDA
Tejon Ranch Youth Hunt, CDA

2013
BCCER Project, CSU Chico Research Founda  on
CDLO Ecological Reserve Hun  ng Educa  on 
   Program, Friends of CDLO
Spring Guzzler Restora  on East Mojave, 
   Water for Wildlife
Complex Jawbone Mule Deer Habitat Improve-
ment, Stanislaus NF
Rush Fire Mule Deer Habitat Restora  on, 
   BLM Eagle Lake
Fish Meadow & Oak Woodland Restora  on,
   Klamath NF
Pinchard Creek Habitat Enhancement, 
   Plumas NF
Highway 89 Stewardship Team, Plumas NF
Pop. Assessment of Black-Tail Deer, 
   USFWS - Merced County
Daugherty Hill Wildlife Area Habitat 
   Enhancement, CDA North Valley Chapter
Sharing the Tradi  on Junior Hunts, CDA
Highway 139 Motorist and Deer Safety Project, 
   CDA Tule Lake Chapter
Central California Hunter's Safety, CDA 
   Central Valley Chapter
Chimineas Ranch 28 Tank Project, CRF
Chimineas Ranch Junior Deer Hunt, CRF

2014
Carson River Deer Herd Telemetry, CDFW
CDLO Ecological Reserve Hun  ng Educa  on 
   Program, Friends of CDLO
CDLO Educa  on Room, Friends of CDLO
East Boundary-Buck Rx Burn Project, 
   NPS Wiskeytown
HWY89/CDFW Collar Refurbishment, CDFW
3 Gates Year-Round Deer Water Project, CRF
Pacifi c Deer Herd Telemetry Project, CDFW
Musser Hill Wildlife Enhancement, 
   Shasta/Trinity NF
Knoxville W. Grassland Restora  on, CDFW
Black-Tailed Deer Popula  on Assessment, 
   USFWS - Merced County
Point Ranch Conserva  on Easement, 
   Eastern Sierra Land Trust
Chimineas Junior Deer Hunt, CRF/CDA
Aerial Telemetry Support for Deer, CDFW
Tejon Ranch Appren  ce Hunt Program
Chimineas Ranch Junior Hunts, CRF/CDA
Spring and Guzzler Restora  on Mojave NP, 
   Water for Wildlife
Lower Co  onwood Creek Guzzler, CDFW
Beaverside Timber Sale & Fuel Treatment, 
   Shasta/Trinity NF
LCCA Educa  on Center, LLTT/CDA
Windmill Repair Mohjave Na  onal 
   Preserve, CDA/Blair 7IL Ranch

2015
Chimineas Ranch Tractor, CRF
Rush Fire Phase 2, BLM Eagle Lake 
Spring and Guzzler Restora  on SE Desert, 
   Water for Wildlife
CDLO Ecological Reserve Junior Hunt, CDA
Monitoring Desert Mule Deer Using 

   DNA-Based Capture-Recapture, CDFW
Aerial Telemetry Support for Monitoring &  
   Management of Mule Deer, CDFW
Ewing Reservoir Prescribed Burn, BLM Redding
Removal of Noxious Weed from 
   Calaveras County, CalFauna Founda  on
Round Valley Mule Deer Cri  cal Winter Range 
Bi  erbrush Rehab, BLM Bishop 
Five Cent Prescribed Burn, Shasta/Trinity
Round Valley Swall Meadows Habitat 
   Restora  on, Eastern Sierra Land Trust
Pacfi c Deer Herd Survival Study, CDFW
Sharing the Tradi  on Junior Hunts, CDA
"CRPS-1" Ra  lesnake Canyon Deer Water  
   Project, Chimineas Ranch Founda  on
American Canyon Water Project,
   Los Padres NF

2016
Special Needs/Outdoor Educa  on 
   (Deer and Elk Hunts), Field of Dreams 
Modoc Gulch Juniper Reduc  on, BLM Bishop
East Boundary - Buck RXN Burn Project, 
   NPS Wiskeytown
Barret Creek Deer Habitat Enhancement, 
Chiminas Ranch Founda  on
Interlakes Broadcast Burn, BLM Redding
Chimineas Junior Deer Hunt, CRF/CDA
California 4-H Shoo  ng Sports Program, CA 4-H
Hunewill Ranch Conserva  on Easement, 
   Eastern Sierra Land Trust
DWU Pheasant Hunt, Desert Wildlife Unlimited
Wildlife Drinker, Desert Wildlife Unlmtd/CDFW
Kids Outdoor Sports Camp, CDA
Spring and Guzzler Restora  on SE Desert, 
   Water for Wildlife
CDLO Hun  ng and Angling Program, 
   Friends of CDLO

2017
CDLO Hun  ng and Angling Program, 
   Friends of CDLO
Mount Dome Bald Eagle Habitat Protec  on 
Project, BLM Applegate
Sweagert Flat Spring Enclosure, Modoc NF
CDLO Ecological Reserve Grassland Habitat 
   Equipment, Friends of CDLO
Deer Habitat Enhancement Through 
   Invasive Species Control, Klamath NF
Chimineas Feedlot Pond Repair, CRF
Burn Trailer for PBA, UC Humboldt County
BCCER Fire Equipment and Training, 
   CSU Chico Research Founda  on
Sco   Bar Mountain Underburn and Habitat 
   Improvement, Klamath NF
Informing Offi  cials on Cannabis Grow 
   Impacts, CalFauna Founda  on
Hwy 139 Sign Repair, CDA
Monitoring Desert Mule Deer using 
   DNA-Based Capture-Recapture, CDFW
Tri-State Sage-Steppe Habitat Improvement 
   Partnership, Ore-Cal RC&D
Doublehead Juniper Reduc  on, Modoc NF
NPS WHIS Coggins Rx Project, NPS Wiskeytown
Repair of Game Water Sources - 
   East Mojave, Water for Wildlife
Chimineas Ranch Junior Deer Hunt, CDA
Cherry Valley Youth and Para Archery, 
   Cherry Valley Bow Hunters
LCCA Ed Center Repair, Lassen Land/Trails Trust
Special Needs/Outdoor Edu., Field of Dreams 
Highway 3 Deer Warning Signs, 
   Mt. Shasta Chapter
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SCOTT LEYSATH
Chef and TV Show Host of

‘The Spor  ng Chef’ generously 
donated his  me, pictures and recipe. 

www.sportingchef.com

Many home cooks have tried to roast a whole wild turkey only 
to discover that, if the breasts are perfectly cooked, the rest 
of the bird isn’t edible. Overcooked breast fi llets are dry and 
chewy. Some drop turkey parts into a slow-cooker with a can of 
salty creamed soup. Others cut the breasts in strips and soak 
them in marinade before wrapping with jalapeno and bacon. 
It does taste good, but more like marinade and bacon and not 
much like turkey. I’d rather use the breast fi llets for something 
a bit more refi ned while cooking them quickly. The rest of the 
bird is best cooked slowly, and with moist heat. 
Wild Turkey Breast with Game Sausage Stuffi  ng
With skin-on fi llets, make sure that the skin is crispy before 
removing from the oven. This recipe is even be  er when 
topped with gravy made from roasted wild turkey stock. 
Makes 4 servings 
4 wild turkey breast halves, boneless (skin on or off )
Salt and freshly ground black pepper 
Game Sausage Stuffi  ng 
3/4 cup game sausage
1/4 cup onions, minced
1/3 cup celery, minced
1 garlic clove, minced
pinch each salt and pepper
1/4 cup cornbread croutons
2 tablespoons fresh parsley, minced
1/2 cup chicken broth
1. Prepare stuffi  ng. Heat sausage in a skillet over 
    medium heat. Brown evenly, breaking up sausage  
    as it cooks. Add onion, celery and garlic. Cook un  l  
    onions are translucent. Season with salt and 
    pepper. Add croutons, parsley and chicken broth. 
    Remove from heat and allow to cool completely.
2. To bu  erfl y each breast half, place it on a fl at  
    surface, press down slightly with the palm of your  
    le   hand (if you’re right-handed) - keep your fi n-
    gers up and away from the knife blade, slice 
    through the breast between your palm and the 
    table along the long edge, but not all of the way 
    through. The idea is to make a hinge so that you 
    can open the breast up like a book.
3. Lightly pound each bu  erfl ied fi llet so that they are all of 
    even thickness. Season liberally with salt and pepper. Place 
    some of the stuffi  ng mixture, about 1/4 inch thick, evenly 
    on each breast. Star  ng from one end, roll the breast  ght
    ly, tucking in the ends with your fi nger  ps as you roll. Place 
    each breast, seam side down, in a greased shallow baking  
    dish. Cover with lid or foil and bake in a 375 degree oven for 
    15 to 20 minutes, depending upon the size of the breasts. 
    When cooked, allow the breasts to rest for a few minutes 
    and then slice each into 3 to 4 sec  ons.

Making the Most of Your 
Spring Wild Turkey

with
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Specially Formulated Seed Blends
Designed for California!!

Helping Bridge the Nutritional Gap

www.caldeer.org

On Sale NOW!

To begin turning your property into beneficial habitat 
Contact Dale MacDougall at dale@caldeer.org  / Jake Barlow at jbarlow@caldeer.org

or seed@caldeer.org 


