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Chapter    Date    Contact
Redding     1/19/13    Jaime Wagenfuhr (530) 526-1701
Santa Rosa     1/19/13    Mike Deas (707) 756-2045
Turlock    1/19/13   Michael A. Sealy (209) 605-0014
North Valley (Colusa)   2/16/13    Tyler Edwards (530) 517-1941
Woodland     2/22/13   Kevin Bottimore (530) 908-0716 
Gridley     3/02/13    Gary Andes (530) 624-6614
Kern River Valley (Lake Isabella)  3/02/13    Bill Stonebarger (760) 379-2804 
Tulare Ducks & Bucks  3/08/13   Rodney Torres (209) 769-1088
San Jose     3/09/13    Bill Otto (408) 258-9806
Tulelake/Butte Valley    3/09/13   Heath Wright (530) 567-5774 
Merced    3/16/13   Frank Lopez (559) 232-5673
Chico      3/16/13    Kurt Steindorf (530) 570-5229
Bakersfield    3/22/13   Rodney Torres (209) 769-1088
Diablo Blacktail (Concord)  3/22/13    Dave Hunter (925) 200-0449
         Phil Buscaglia (925) 766-0538
Salinas Valley (King City)   3/23/13    Clem Albertoni (831) 678-3297 
Placer County (Lincoln)   4/06/13   Bonnie Roesener (916) 531-0617
South County (Santa Clara County) 4/13/13    Manny Machado (408) 483-6400 
Mt. Shasta    4/13/13   Mike Burns (530) 859-2899
         Trent Willis (707) 338-7820 
Lodi     4/20/13   Stan Aikman (858) 204-5209
         Pete Reid (209) 329-6920
Mount St. Helena (Calistoga)  4/26/13   Rick Sereni (707) 291-5407
Central Coast (Paso Robles)   4/27/13    Ryan Smith (805) 423-5929
Central Valley (Fresno)   5/04/13    Mike Foxen (559) 259-1567 
Westside (Gustine)    5/11/13    Anthony Castro (209) 854-6709 
Redwood Coast (Eureka)   6/01/13   Tim Pricer (707) 599-2216
Eastern Sierra (Bishop)   6/22/13    Doug Brown (760) 937-7963 
Southern California    6/22/13   Dave Mahosky (951) 237-0573
Western Sierra (Sonora)   7/27/13    Ronnie Hobbs (209) 984-3015
Lancaster Ducks & Bucks  8/03/13   Rodney Torres (209) 769-1088

2013 CDA Banquets

Photo by John Mc Millan
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Excitement Is In 
The Air!

CDA President’s Message

Jerry Springer
President
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 The excitement of the holidays 
is over, but don’t relax that much 
as CDA’s banquet season is just 
beginning. With three banquets on 
January 19th and the ISE Sport Show 
in Sacramento in early January too, 
it’s time to start thinking about your 
hunting dates for 2013 and what 
items you will bid on or try to win at 
CDA’s many banquets. Remember, 
you don’t have to limit yourself to 
just one CDA banquet — California’s 
deer need your help! 
 This year a new CDA chapter 
in Lodi has been formed and its 
first banquet is scheduled for April 
20th. I am on its committee, so if 
you would like to join me for some 
fun getting this new chapter off 
the ground, send an email to me at 
Jerry@WesternHunter.com. Also, the 
Southern California Chapter is back 
and active again with its banquet 
scheduled for June 22. If you are in 
the area, please consider joining the 
committee and giving a hand with 
this chapter’s banquet. 
 One of the great things about 
CDA is that each of our banquets is 
different from every other. They are 
not just a cookie-cutter copy of all 
other CDA banquets. The volunteers 
and the area of the banquet heavily 
influence the atmosphere and items 
offered at each event. 
 There are a few items that will 
appear at many of the banquets this 
year such as the CDA Rifle of the 
Year, which is a Sako A7 Tecomate 
.270 WSM (see ad on inside front 
cover). This may be offered as a 

standalone auction item or it could 
be part of the Key Item auction, or 
who knows… Each chapter decides 
what is the best way for it to raise 
money for California deer herds. We 
also have a painting of a big buck 
on a sheet of slate, and a framed 
turkey feather with a finely painted 
buck on it. Also, look for the return 
of the successful Utah deer hunts. 
Plus, CDA was awarded six special 
California Big Game tags to auction 
at our various chapter banquets — 
three Golden Opportunity deer tags, 
two Open Zone deer tags and one 
Multiple Zone elk tag. 
 Be on the lookout, too, for caps 
and t-shirts with the new CDA logo. 
These should be available soon on 
our website and you should be able 
to purchase them at sport shows and 
our banquets. 
 I was fortunate again this past 
December to accompany 15 junior 
hunters on their guided “Sharing 
the Tradition” junior hunts on the 
Tejon Ranch. In eight years, CDA 
and the Tejon Ranch have made it 
possible for 167 juniors and their 
accompanying adults to experience 
a first-class hunting opportunity for 
deer. This year 10 of the junior hunts 
were for hogs. Success was excellent 
and the juniors took some monster-
size hogs. Look for details in the 
Spring Issue of California Deer. 
 We will soon have our work cut 
out for us yet again in the U.S. and 
California legislatures as we will 
surely see a rush to pass more anti-
gun bills and, I am sure, more anti-
hunting bills here in our state. Please 
be ready to help us stop these bills. 
 Finally, I want to thank all of you 
for the work you did during 2012 
at the banquets and youth events, 
as well as your efforts to try to stop 
the anti-hunting bills and your work 
on our projects. Without volunteers, 
CDA could not exist and California’s 
deer herds would suffer. 
 I look forward to seeing many of 
you this year at the banquets, sport 
shows, and other CDA events - and, 
hopefully, in the woods, too! 



California Deer Association
2013 California

Big Game Auction Tags

Golden Opportunity Deer Tags
    Redding      1/19/13 Donn Walgamuth  (530) 510-7452
    Chico    3/16/13 Kurt Steindorf  (530) 570-5229
    Salinas Valley   3/23/13 Clem Albertoni  (831) 678-3297

Open Zone Deer Tags
    Gridley        3/02/13 Gary Andes  (530) 624-6611
    Mt. St. Helena (Calistoga) 4/26/13 Rick Sereni  (707) 291-5407

Here is your chance to bid on one of these six special DFG big game tags for the 2013 hunting season in 
California. These once-in-a-lifetime tags will be up for auction at the CDA banquets listed above.
For more information, visit the CDA website www.caldeer.org or the DFG website at www.dfg.ca.gov.

Multiple Zone Elk Tag 
    North Valley (Colusa)  2/16/13
   Tyler Edwards   (530) 517-1941

Photo by John Mc Millan
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Bucks that normally hide in the 
brush and /or are nocturnal, throw 

caution to the wind during the rut.

Photograph by Donn Walgamuth.

The Cover

CDA Elects New Directors
            At a special CDA Board of Directors’ Meeting on December 4th, 
three new directors were elected to the Board for two-year terms.
      Those elected were Stan Aikman, committee chairman of the new Lodi 
Chapter, Kevin Bottimore, committee chairman of the Woodland Chapter, 
and Ryan Smith, committee chairman of the Central Coast Chapter (Paso 
Robles).

CDA Member Appreciation Drawings 
First Winner, 

Damian
Dagneau! 

      On December 4th, Damian 
Dagneau of Shasta Lake was the 
first lucky CDA member to have his 
name drawn in the CDA Member 
Appreciation Drawing. Dagneau 
won a Tikka T3 Stainless rifle in 
7mm-08. This is the first of four rifles 
that will be given away on a quar-
terly basis as a thank-you for being a 
CDA member.
     All current regular CDA members 
and Life Members are automatically 

entered in the random drawing. 
There is nothing to fill out and no 
entry form to send in. It’s that easy! 
      Be sure your membership is 
up-to-date or renew your member-
ship now so you will be in the next 
drawing.
      Thanks for being a CDA member.
Note: Junior $5.00 Memberships are not 
eligible for the drawings.

It’s Easy To Win... 
Just Be a Current 
CDA Member!

       Andy Wood, past CDA Presi-
dent, made the decision last fall 
to not seek re-election to the CDA 
Board. Andy and his wife Margo 
have dedicated an enormous 
amount of their time and resources 
to CDA from its very beginning.   
      Besides serving multiple terms 
as CDA’s president, Andy also 
served on the Board of Directors 
for many years. In addition, Andy 
and Margo have been responsible 
for chairing and running the Project 
Committee for a number of years 
as well as been instrumental to the 
Chico Chapter’s banquet successes. 
      Andy felt it was time to have 
“new blood” join the Board and he 
wanted to spend more time with 
his family, business, and managing 
a new piece of property recently 
acquired near their home in Chico. 
      This doesn’t mean Andy is 
saying goodbye to CDA. He and 
Margo will still be very active in the 
Chico Chapter and he has told us 
we can call on him at any time for 
special help.
      Thank you Andy and Margo for 
all you have done for CDA and the 
deer herds and wildlife of Califor-
nia.

Not Goodbye!
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Monarch of the Plains
By Ben Nuckolls

 What are the odds of being 
struck by lightning twice? Well, in 
terms of the annual California Big 
Game drawing, I’ve been struck 
twice in the past two years. Last 
year I was drawn for the 2011 Likely 
Tables antelope hunt and this year I 
struck gold by drawing a La Panza 
tule elk bull tag.
 After years of studying the quag-
mire of statistical drawing odds, I’ve 
come to the conclusion that it seems 
no matter what strategy we use in 
picking our draw choices, a lot of it 
comes down to pure luck. While your 
odds are dramatically improved by 
having maximum preference points, 
every year there are a few first-time 
applicants who score one of the big 
game tags. Case in point… While I 
was on my hunt I met a fellow bull 
tag holder who had only one pref-
erence point going into this year’s 
draw. So an element of Lady Luck 
can go a long way.
 When I was notified that I was 
one of the lucky ones who was 
chosen to receive a bull tule elk tag, 
I immediately started to research 
the designated hunting zone. The 
elk hunt takes place in San Benito, 

Monterey and San Luis Obispo coun-
ties. Only San Luis Obispo County has 
public land. The other two counties 
have private land only and require 
landowner permission as well as come 
with an additional price tag for access.
 Basically there are only two ways 
a California resident can obtain a tule 
elk tag… Apply every year and cross 
your fingers, or reach deep into your 
wallet and pay for a landowner tag 
or bid on the Governor’s tag. Private 
landowner tags range from $6,000 to 
$14,000, while the Governor’s tag can 
fetch $52,000 during a live auction. 
It took me 23 years of applying and 
maximum preference points for me to 

secure one of these much sought after 
tags.
 Knowing that I had to make the 
best of my opportunity, I wanted 
to thoroughly scout the area that I 
would be hunting. The Carrizo Plains 
or La Panza Unit is home to a resi-
dent tule elk herd of approximately 
230 elk. This vast, open grassland is 
approximately 250,000 acres. Most 
of the elk that inhabit the Plains are 
in an area known as The American 
Ranch where there is plenty of public 
access. In July and August, I made 
two weekend scouting trips to learn 
the habits of the resident elk herd. I 
saw between 100 to 170 elk each day. 
It was amazing to see an elk species 
that would prefer the wide, open 
plains but this herd has adapted to its 
environment. The ability to see any 
potential threats from far away clear-
ly shows how comfortable they are 
in this type of terrain. While scouting 
I also saw small bands of antelope. 
Unfortunately their numbers have 
declined and aerial surveys suggest 
only around 60 pronghorn antelope 
remain in the Carrizo Plains.
 The DFG holds a mandatory 
hunter orientation the evening before 
the hunt. The informative class cov-
ers the basic rules of the hunt and 
outlines the boundaries of the hunt 
zone. One of the biggest require-
ments of the elk hunt is that all 
ammunition used during the hunt 
must be non-toxic or be non-lead bul-
lets. As of July 2008, then-Governor 
Arnold Schwarzenegger signed 
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legislation that banned lead ammuni-
tion in the California condor range. 
With the Barnes Triple-Shock copper-
plated bullets, I was more than ready 
for the big day.
 After a sleepless night I awoke 
on opening morning to a crisp 40 
degrees outside temperature and a 
quartering moon phase. I was accom-
panied by two longtime friends, Ma-
rio and Gid Della Ripa, both seasoned 
elk hunters. Our game plan was to 
hike into an area that we had seen 
the elk frequent. There was a small 
pond a few hundred yards away and 
we had seen several elk bed near 
the hillside the previous evening. 
Also there are many new man-made 
water sources on the Plains, thanks to 
organizations like the California Deer 
Association and the Rocky Mountain 
Elk Foundation. These water tanks 
and troughs are the lifeblood of the 
Carrizo Plains and they have helped 
sustain a healthy elk herd there.
 We made it to our pre-
planned location by using the exist-
ing San Andreas Fault line as our 
guide as the darkness of the morning 
faded to partial light. It was cold and 
overcast, perfect for elk movement. 
We saw other elk hunters as well and 
it seemed everyone had the same 
game plan as ours. We glassed the 
Plains in a 360-degree direction. At 
just under 60 yards away we saw two 
coyotes with their heads down seem-
ingly looking for one of the abundant 
rodent species. The coyotes noticed 
us but almost in a manner that only 
coyotes can do, laughed at us because 
they knew that they were not on the 
menu and knew that none of us elk 
hunters would take the chance to 
shoot and give up our location to the 
elk in the area.
 After sitting for awhile and not 
seeing any elk, we decided to switch 
to Plan B. We decided if the elk were 
not going to come to us, we would 
go to them. We eventually found a 
small group of six bulls. One of the 
bulls was worth a second look. He 
was a decent bull and I contemplated 
whether I should take him on open-
ing morning. I knew there were 
bigger bulls in the area but I made a 
stalk on him anyway, still wonder-
ing if this might be my best chance 

at a bull in this wide, open country. 
Balancing my greed for a bigger bull 
or just filling my tag was a tough 
decision. In the end, I blew my chance 
at this bull due to a severe case of elk 
fever.
 Later that morning we glassed 
many hillsides. Due to the overcast 
conditions it was difficult to see clear-
ly. The elk herd that we had seen the 
night before seemed to have vanished 
in the foggy mist. We were finally 
able to focus on a large brown mass 
standing in the middle of the Plains. 
That’s the good news – the bad news 
was that the elk were standing in the 
middle of the designated large safety 
zone area, a no hunting or shooting 
zone. The tule elk must have gotten 
the memo that it was opening day!
 We decided to just wait it out and 
hope that the elk herd would make 
a mistake and venture out. Silence 
overcame the Plains. The other elk 
hunters must have experienced what 
we did. Around 2:30 p.m., the elk herd 
took a gamble and left the confines of 
their safety zone. With my heart beat-
ing out of my chest, I watched the elk 
herd cross over the last fence from the 
safety zone onto the public side. Still 
several hundred yards away, I lay mo-
tionless in the open grass. Like a tiger 
licking his lips waiting for a gazelle to 
walk by, I patiently waited for an op-
portunity to make my stalk.
 All of a sudden the calm of the 
Plains erupted with gunshots. Unbe-
knownst to me, elk hunters to my left 
and to my right were also watching 
the herd. As the elk passed by, the 
other hunters let their rifles speak. In 
a matter of a few seconds, three elk 
were flat on the ground. The rest of 
the elk herd moved forward, pushing 
the bulls in my direction. Seven qual-
ity, mature bulls ran past me at a mere 
75 yards.
 For safety reasons, I always keep 
my rifle’s chamber empty, so in the ex-
citement as I raised my rifle to shoot, I 
quickly realized that I was not loaded 
as the bulls sped away. I instinctively 
chambered a live round in my 7mm 
magnum and set the crosshairs on the 
largest bull. The 160-grain, copper-
plated bullet left my gun’s barrel at 
2,940 fps, sending some ballistic justice 
and downing the trophy bull. One 

shot and the monarch of the Plains 
was down for good. I was able to 
capture this on video as well.
 Four lucky elk hunters success-
fully filled their dreams and tags, all 
within a few minutes of each other. 
 What an amazing journey my 
hunting experience has been – not 
just this hunt but for the past 20 plus 
years of applying for this tag. I have 
had many ups and downs during my 
hunting career and the learning curve 
that goes with it. I am thankful to 
have experienced all of this with my 
friends Mario and Gid.
 My first bull elk has seven points 
on his left and six points on his right. 
He was a warrior. He was missing 
two extra points from the recent rut 
and would have been an 8x7 had all 
been there but I am very happy to 
have been blessed with a very nice 
tule elk bull. Like I stated earlier, the 
tule elk has a remarkable comeback 
story and in my opinion it is the 
crown jewel of California wildlife.

A Wildlife
Success Story!

 Past and future hunters 
who have ever drawn one of the 
Golden State’s tule elk tags must 
first appreciate how special an 
opportunity this is. The tule elk 
are native to California and were 
once on the brink of extinction. A 
critical number as low as seven 
tule elk were thought to exist by 
the late 1860s. Historically about 
500,000 tule elk inhabited Cen-
tral California. The movement of 
early settlers, habitat loss, and un-
regulated market hunting almost 
led to their demise. In 1989, after 
several years of litigation due to 
animal protection groups which 
wanted to prevent any tule elk 
hunting, the Sacramento Superior 
Court accepted a legal hunting 
season after a stable population of 
2,000 tule elk was established. To-
day the tule elk herds are doing 
remarkably well and are expand-
ing statewide.
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Field N
otes

Hunting is a
Time-Honored 
American Tradition!
 The vast majority of our mem-
bers are hunter/conservationists. 
Hunting is a way of life for me and 
many folks that I associate with. Ded-
icated hunters live and breathe this 
stuff and hunting season is the peak 
of the year for us. Hunting helps 
drive the economy in many areas of 
the country… It shapes our culture, 
it connects generations of families, it 
provides millions of recreation days 
annually, it helps us understand and 
appreciate nature, and it fills our 
freezers.  
 We absolutely invite non-hunters 
to join our organization and hope 
that they do so. After all, CDA’s habi-
tat projects are designed to benefit all 
wildlife, and everyone is benefited by 
them.

 The fact remains, however, that 
a critical link exists between hunting 
and wildlife conservation. By all mea-
sures, the user-pays system of wildlife 
conservation in North America has 
more than fulfilled the dreams of its 
early founders. However, our system 
is showing signs of wear as hunting li-
cense sales are generally declining na-
tionwide, and definitely have declined 
in California. This has consequences 
for long-term conservation efforts 
in California, as well as nationwide, 
because the funding from sales of 
hunting licenses, tags, and stamps has 
been reduced. Thankfully, California 
still receives about $9 million annually 
from Pittman-Robertson funds (PR 
Act).
 Most of us know or at least have 
heard of what the Pittman-Robertson 
Act is. The PR Act is the most impor-
tant and brilliant piece of legislation 
ever devised for wildlife. Back in 1937, 
hunters realized that our nation’s 
wildlife was in big trouble due to mar-
ket hunting and habitat destruction. 
The hunting community lobbied for 
the PR Act, which is an excise tax lev-
ied on every piece of sporting equip-
ment sold. These funds are funneled 
to the states for wildlife conservation 
and habitat projects. 
 With the support of hunters, 
current populations of game species 
have been restored to abundant levels 
nationwide. These populations now 
provide the foundation for millions of 
days of hunting recreation, millions 
of pounds of high-quality food and 
billions of dollars in economic activ-
ity. Hunters have also contributed 

millions of dollars for non-game 
management – something that I 
hope non-hunters realize! But what 
about tomorrow? What will happen 
if hunters are no longer available to 
provide this vital support to long-
term wildlife conservation?  State 
wildlife agencies are already feeling 
the pinch as funding for their wildlife 
programs has been reduced.  
 This is a big issue and I challenge 
all our members to do something 
about it. Take your kids hunting.  
Get your significant other interested 
in hunting. If you don’t have kids 
who want to hunt, take a neighbor 
kid instead. Take a friend from work 
hunting. I know quite a few adults 
who never picked up a gun and tried 
shooting or hunting until their 20s, 
30s, or 40s because they just didn’t 
have a family member who hunted. 
After they got into hunting, they 
absolutely loved it and can’t get 
enough! If we are going to preserve 
our way of life, we need to get going 
on this campaign!  
 Another thing that would help 
us is to have you join a CDA chap-
ter committee. We have chapters in 
many areas of the state and we are 
now planning our 2013 fundraising 
banquets. Give me or Rodney Torres 
a call, or call one of our chapter chair-
persons (see page 3) and come to a 
meeting. We try to make our commit-
tee meetings fun AND productive, 
and I know you will have a good 
time meeting new friends who also 
love the outdoors.
Best regards,
Pat Fitzmorris
CDA Field Director
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               CALIFORNIA DEER ASSOCIATION 
                Jerry Springer

                  President 
   P.O. Box 7708 

          Stockton, CA 95267 
    Phone/Fax: (209) 951-5188 
      Jerry@westernhunter.com

 August 28, 2012 

The Honorable Governor Jerry Brown    
State Capitol, Room 1173 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

Dear Governor Brown: 

On September 24, 2010, you met with me and others representing conservation organizations in 
California. In attempting to convince us that you understood our concerns about future 
legislation which might reach your desk should you be elected California’s Governor, you told 
us that your wife’s family hunts and that you keep a shotgun under your bed. 

Governor, now is the time to show us that you didn’t mislead us. You can do this by vetoing SB 
1221, which is a bill that will hurt the deer herds of California, reduce funding to the DFG, and 
take away a hunting tradition that is one of DFG’s own management tools. 

I am receiving many emails stating that it is a slam-dunk that you will sign this bill because you 
are both anti-hunter and anti-gun owner. I hope you prove these statements wrong. 

I realize how difficult your job is in determining whether it is best for California to sign or veto a 
bill. It takes a balance of information. Because of this, I want to offer my experience and 
knowledge to you on wildlife management bills such as SB 1221 so that you will have a balance 
of information before making final decisions. 

Finally, on behalf of the thousands of the California Deer Association members, I urge you to 
veto SB 1221. 

Sincerely,

Jerry Springer 
President 

Conserving California’s Wildlife 

               CALIFORNIA DEER ASSOCIATION 
P.O. Box 7708 

                                                                       Stockton, CA 95267  
               Phone/Fax: (209) 951-5188 

     October 3, 2012

ission  
Mr. Jim Kellogg, President  
California Fish and Game Comm
1416 Ninth Street, Room 1320  
Sacramento, CA 95814 

RE: Consideration of the Petition to list the Gray Wolf under the California Endangered Species Act

Dear President Kellogg and Commissioners: 

I am requesting that you reject the petition to list the gray wolf as an endangered species in California.
My request is based on the following: 

• The Department has stated that the petition in some cases presented no references to support its 
claim that gray wolves should be classified as endangered or protected. 

• The Department also stated that there is not sufficient information to indicate that the petitioned 
action may be warranted. It’s clear that this petition does not make the case for listing the gray 
wolf as an endangered species in California. 

• There is nothing that this requested listing can do that the existing Federal Endangered Species 
Act listing doesn’t already do. 

• The Fish & Wildlife Service did not include California as necessary habitat for the recovery of 
the gray wolf. 

• The petition’s discussion of the degree and immediacy of a threat to gray wolves in California 
is weak at best because there has only been one wolf that has visited California and at this time 
it may not even be in the state. There is nothing that meets the criteria of an immediate threat to 
gray wolves in California. 

• The petition and review were full of guesses and “may be’s.” Prior existence in California of 
wolves and their numbers was taken from 80-year-old accounts and older. Just because these 
accounts are written, doesn’t make them true. You need good science - not guesses and “may 
be’s”.

• There is no scientific proof that wolves were ever in any significant numbers in California. 
• There is not a sustainable population of gray wolves in California. 
• The single wolf that visited California is not here because wolves should be here but because of 

the uncontrolled, expanded populations of gray wolves in other states. 
• There is no need for a 10J – the reintroduction of wolves. If gray wolves get to California on 

their own, the wolf needs to be classified as a game mammal and managed so their numbers do 
not have a negative impact on California’s deer herds that are already facing declining 
numbers. 

Conserving California’s Wildlife 

• If you go forward with this listing, the Commission and the Department will face numerous 
lawsuits when a determination is finally reached that there is a need to manage the wolf 
population in California. It will then be years before a sound management of an out-of-control 
wolf population can be achieved. We only have to look at Idaho, Montana, and Wyoming as 
examples of this - all the while at the expense of our deer herds and domestic animals. 

• Your mission as commissioners is to manage and protect all of California’s wildlife - not be 
blinded by the excitement of a single wolf that may or may not even be in California. 

If the Commission is truly concerned that during our lifetime a sustainable population of gray wolves 
might inhabit California, have the Department develop a management plan for wolves. Don’t restrict 
your ability to manage California’s wildlife properly by allowing this flawed and incomplete petition 
to go forward. Manage by science, not lawsuits! 

Sincerely, 

Jerry Springer 
President

Conserving California’s Wildlife 

      Whenever your hunting rights and 
California’s wildlife are threatened, 
you may not realize it but CDA does 
take action.
      When anti-hunting bills are intro-
duced or nonscientific wildlife man-
agement policies are being decided,  
we often hear, “Where is CDA on this 
issue?”
      Below are copies of just two of 
the letters sent this last year, one to 
Governor Brown regarding the anti-
hunting bill SB 1221 (outlawing the 
use of hounds for hunting bears and 
bobcats) and the other to the Fish & 
Game Commission regarding the peti-
tion to list the gray wolf as an endan-
gered species in California.
      In addition, CDA has spoken at 
Fish and Game Commission meet-
ings, is active on the Commission’s 
Al Taucher Preserving Hunting and 
Fishing Subcommittee and the DFG 

Big Game Advisory Committee, and 
participates in the Gray Wolf Stake-
holder meetings. CDA is also a major 
supporter of the California Outdoor 
Heritage Alliance (COHA) which 
actively monitors and lobbies against 
bills and activities which would be 
harmful to our members and proper 
wildlife management.
      It is no secret to CDA members 
that those in control of the laws and 
regulations in California either don’t 
understand the importance of scien-
tifically based wildlife management 
or just have 
a downright 
hatred for our 
interest in 
proper wildlife 
management.
      While CDA 
does take 
action, it is 

important that all CDA members also 
take action when they become aware 
of the threats to our wildlife and our 
hunting and/or gun rights. Be part of 
the solution, not part of the problem!  

CDA Taking Action
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Gary Smith of Newbury Park shows off the 
buck he took with archery equipment in 

September 2011 in Malibu, California, which 
is in the southern part of the A Zone. Gary 

wrote, “People don’t think of Malibu as being 
much of a deer hunting area, but there are 

some big bucks hiding in those big canyons. “

Attention CDA Members!
Share your days afield with other mem-
bers by emailing your photos to Jerry@
WesternHunter.com.14 California Deer

Members Afield
Fredrick (Fred) Alexander
of Cloverdale drew an X3B tag 
for the 2012 season and took 
this heavy-antlered 3x3 with 
eyeguards. He hunted next to 
Blue Lake in Modoc National 
Forest. Fred dropped the buck 
around 7:30 a.m on Friday, 
October 12th. He used his 
Kimber Montana Model 8400 
in 300 WSM for the 235-yard 
shot with Federal Accubond 
180-grain ammo. The buck’s 
rack measured 24 1/2 inches 
wide and 18 inches tall.

John Kiefer of Groveland shows off his buck 
taken during the 2011 D6 season with archery 
equipment.
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Past CDA Director Matt Hamman 
took this awesome buck on opening 
evening of the 2012 B2 Zone season 
in the Trinity Alps Wilderness. 
He took the buck using a Model 70 
Winchester in .280 Remington, a 
rifle he won at a CDA banquet. The 
buck’s rack is 22 inches wide and 
the cheater is 6 inches. Even though 
Matt had Brown Precision of Los 
Molinos tune the rifle so he can shoot 
1/2-inch groups with factory ammo, 
the buck was just a 60-yard shot 
away. His hunting group had packed 
3.5 miles into the wilderness but he 
said, “Coming out with heavy packs 
never felt so good!” 

Junior hunter Will Schumacher from the Tulelake/Butte Valley Chapter had two awesome results 
when he started hunting big game. Will’s first buck was killed on Thanksgiving Day 2010 in 
Oregon. He followed that up in 2011 with his first bull elk taken in California. What a great way 
to start hunting!

Nera Crawford of Palo Cedro proudly 
poses for a photo with the forkhorn buck 

she took in Modoc County on October 9, 
2012 of the X3A season. She really had 
to work for her buck as she spotted it at 

6:20 a.m. and spent more than three hours 
stalking it before she was able to make the 

242-yard shot at 9:40 a.m. She said, “This 
has to be my proudest hunt to date.” Nera 

used her Browning .25-06 with Federal 
Premium 100-grain ammo to drop the 

buck which had a 22-inch antler spread. 
She also remarked that she is “so excited 

to be a CDA member.”  
      

Members Afield
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Carson River Deer Herd Telemetry Project

PROJECTS

 What follows is a status report on 
the Carson River Deer Herd Telem-
etry Project as of November 30, 2012. 
The objectives of this study are the 
following:

1.  To obtain current distribution and 
migration patterns of the Carson 
River Deer Herd (CRDH) to aid in 
deer tag allocations between Califor-
nia and Nevada.  
2.  To determine cause-specific mor-
tality of radio-collared deer.
3.  To estimate home range sizes of 
radio-collared deer.
4.  To determine survival of radio-
collared deer.
5.  To determine seasonal habitats 
used by radio-collared deer.  
6.  Map seasonal migratory corridors 
used by radio-collared deer.
  
 Funding was obtained from the 
DFG’s Big Game Fund to pay for the 
first phase of this study. Use of ad-
ditional collars, which were funded 
by the California Deer Association 
(CDA), will commence in December 
2012. In addition to providing the 
funds for four Iridium satellite col-
lars, CDA is also funding the airtime 
that enables DFG staff to remotely 
download deer locations to their com-
puters through the web. 

PHASE I

Capture
 Capture efforts began on July 16, 
2012. Eight adult females were cap-
tured within eight working days and 
two additional does were captured 
one month later.

Status
 Scientific Aide, Danielle Walsh, 
conducted ground reconnaissance to 
follow up on the health of the cap-
tured deer, to determine if the does 
had fawns and to collect data on 
activity patterns and habitat informa-
tion.  All deer were determined to be 

healthy during the weeks following 
their capture and four were found to 
have fawns. As monitoring has contin-
ued, health and number of fawns have 
remained the same.
 When a deer was located in the 
field, a variety of information was 
recorded such as health of deer, 
weather, location and habitat. Photos 
were taken at every sighting to docu-
ment habitat type. Unusual informa-
tion, such as the presence of other deer 
or behavior characteristics, was also 
recorded. 
 The two deer captured near Indian 
Creek Reservoir, located north of Mar-
kleeville, were generally found near 
bitterbrush, sagebrush, and pinyon 
pines. Both deer also had fawns and 
were generally together as determined 
from both satellite and telemetry. 
 There were four deer collared 
at different points along Blue Lakes 
Road, which provides diverse vegeta-

tion. Vegetation type included lodge-
pole pine, subalpine fir, limber pine, 
and aspen.  Open areas contained 
mule’s ear, sagebrush, wax currant, 
manzanita and bitterbrush. 
 One of the collared deer in 
the Blue Lakes area had a fawn. A 
mortality email was received on 
9/13/2012 for deer 32972. Unfortu-
nately, the collar was not retrieved 
until 9/21/2012. Cause of death 
could not be definitively determined. 
The remains of this deer were almost 
completely scavenged, leaving only 
the hooves, lower jaw bone, and some 
vertebrate. What was left of the deer 
was found within a few meters of a 
stream underneath an alder. 
 Two deer were collared along 
Burnside Road, but location data for 
deer 33010 ceased to transmit after 
October 9, 2012. She could not be lo-
cated on the ground via VHF. Habitat 

Fig. 1.  Google imagery of location data for ten collared deer for the Carson River 
Deer Herd Telemetry study. Locations occurred between July 17 and November 20, 
2012.

continued on page 16
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Does This Doe Have a Problem?
 The photo of this doe was 
taken northeast of Marysville in the 
foothills near Collins 
Lake on October 6, 
2012. The deer’s 
appearance – ribs 
showing and sunken 
areas on the hips – 
generated this question 
to Craig Stowers, 
DFG’s Deer Program 
Coordinator. 
       “This doe looks 
in bad shape. I am 
hoping this deer’s body 
condition improves 
as the acorns start 
dropping. In these 
foothills what else do 
the deer have to eat 
that would help them? 
Some people say they eat poison oak, 
which there is a lot of, but what other 

plants would they eat in this area?” 
 Stowers’ response was, “She looks 

bad. The end of fawn-raising time 
does that to them. Now that she is 

no longer pregnant or has the fawn 
following around her to nurse, she 

can take some time for 
herself. As soon as we 
get some rain and see 
some green-up, the deer 
start putting on weight, 
plus they will eat the 
acorns and oak duff – in 
fact, they’ll eat almost 
anything, including 
poison oak. The deer 
in our Highway I-280 
project area appear to 
be surviving (but not 
thriving) on a diet of 
poison oak and coyote 
bush when they get 
hungry enough. This is a 
bad time of year for does, 
plus we don’t know how 

old she is – she may actually look 
good for her age!”
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within this area included Jeffrey pine, 
manzanita, serviceberry, cheatgrass, 
white fir, bitterbrush, mule’s ear, 
sagebrush, and wax currant. One deer 
consistently had another doe with her 
at all sightings while deer 33010 was 
consistently found bedded down.
  A single doe was collared south 
of Markleeville, near Poor Boy Road.  
The area consists of a mixture of pine 
and fir trees as well as sagebrush, 
wax currant, bitterbrush, and manza-
nita. 
 Two deer were captured farther 
east near Monitor Pass. Vegetation 
there is made up of mountain ma-
hogany, aspen, sagebrush, mule’s ear, 

serviceberry, and wax currant.
 Data received by satellite is regu-
larly downloaded to Excel spread-
sheets and formatted to facilitate data 
analysis. Work is currently being done 
to determine the most beneficial vege-
tation surveys for the project as well as 
to gain the necessary tools to complete 
them. Vegetation surveys will begin in 
the summer of 2013.

Movement
 Most deer remained on summer 
range even after the first snows hit 
Alpine County in mid-October (Fig. 1).   
However, two deer captured near Blue 
Lakes in Alpine County did begin mi-
gration by the fourth week of October. 

continued from page 14 Deer 32976 (turquoise dots) began 
her migration movements on Octo-
ber 23rd. She migrated into Nevada 
by October 30, 2012, concentrating 
northwest of Mt. Siegel.
 Similarly, deer 32974 (lime green 
dots) began her eastward migration 
on October 23rd, heading toward 
Coleville and is currently concentrat-
ing about 2.3 miles west of Centen-
nial Bluff.

Deer 32973 (red dots) began a slow 
movement eastward at the end of 
October but returned to her original 
location until finally heading east by 
November 17. She is currently con-
centrating around Markleeville Peak, 
south of the town of Markleeville.

Your Hunting 
Friends

Should Join CDA!
Bring a Group to

a Banquet!

Get Involved in CDA!
Become a Chapter

Volunteer or
Start a New Chapter

Contact - Pat Fitzmorris
(916) 663-2861 

patf@caldeer.org

Like Us
on Facebook
For More 

Wildlife Photos
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California Bucks

Have a nice photo of California bucks? Share it 
with other CDA members in California Deer by 
emailing it to Jerry@WesternHunter.com.

Photo by John Mc Millan

Photo by Ben Nuckolls

Photo by Melissa Walgamuth

Fall River Buck - Photo by Daniel Smith
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2012 CDA Banquets!
Redwood Coast Chapter
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Mt. Saint Helena Chapter

2012 CDA Banquets!
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If You Want One, Which One? 
By Jerry Springer

 If the photos in this article don’t 
convince you that you need a trail 
camera, skip this article. 
 If you’re still reading, however, 
are you wondering which trail 
camera you should buy? 
 Which trail camera to buy is a 
tough question for three reasons: the 
ongoing changes in technology, the 
number of cameras on the market, 
and the available features/prices. 
 Like purchasing computers, 
trail cameras have a number of 
different technical features that have 
a short life span before they are 
replaced with an upgrade or newer 
technology. New and better models 

of trail cameras are coming out all 
the time. The best trail camera today 
will most likely not be the best one in 
two years, one year or maybe even 
six months from now. But if you keep 
putting off your buying decision, 
you will miss opportunities today to 
experience what today’s trail cameras 
can do for you.  
 The second reason the question is 
tough to answer is because in recent 
years not only have more companies 
introduced trail cameras to their 
product line but those companies 
are now releasing a number of trail 
camera models. Plus, many companies 
still have their older models for sale.

 In this article I will only be able 
to address the trail cameras I have 
field-tested during the past year. 
These cameras are the Bushnell 
Trophy Cam HD Max, Bushnell 
Moon Phase, Simmons ProHunter, 
Cuddeback Attack IR, Wildview 
X8IR, Leupold RCX-2, Stealth Cam 
UNIT, and Primos Ultra Blackout. 
 While the change in technology 
and number of cameras on the 
market are two reasons it makes the 
buying decision a tough one, features 
and price really are where you will 
spend most of your time in the 
decision process. 
 Let’s cover price first… The 
cameras I tested ranged in price 
from $99 to $299. If you take into 
account special sales or refurbished 
trail cameras, you can find other trail 
cameras for as low as $39. Don’t be 
fooled by the price as the lower-cost 
units may be older models and/
or they will have fewer features 
and older technology, such as 2MB 
photos instead of the 8MB photos. 
While it is not always true, often you 
get what you pay for, but then again 
you have to decide if you need, want 
or can afford all the features of the 
higher-priced trail cameras. 
 The battery life of your trail 
camera can make a difference in 
the total cost of ownership between 
the trail cameras. My field-testing 
showed that the trail cameras that 
used C or D cell batteries had a 



California Deer          21

battery life of around a month – the 
exception was the Cuddeback which 
took a large number of photos and 
10-second videos and still went over 
five months before needing new 
D cell batteries. The trail cameras 
that operated on AA batteries had 
the best battery life. The Bushnell 
Trophy Cam HD Max is advertised 
to have a battery life of one year if 
you use the recommended Lithium 
batteries. I used the regular Duracell 
AA batteries and they lasted for 
more than six months. The Bushnell 
Moon Phase, Simmons ProHunter 
and Primos Ultra Blackout all had 
a battery life of three to six months. 
Battery life is also affected by the 
temperature and number of photos or 
videos taken. 
 The Bushnell Trophy Cam HD 
Max, Leupold, Stealth Cam and the 
Cuddeback had the greatest PIR 
range (Passive InfraRed sensor - A 
device used to detect motion by 

receiving 
infrared 
radiation). 
If you are 
able to 
place your 
trail camera 
close to 
where you 
think the 
animal will 
be, you 
can use 
one of the 
lower-cost 
cameras 

such as the Bushnell 
Moon Phase (sold at Walmart for $99) 
or the Wildview. 
 One of the features I really liked 
was photo and video follow-on which 
is available on the Cuddeback. This 
allows you to set the trail camera to 
take a photo, followed up by a 
10-second video. On the other 
trail cameras you might get 
something like this by using 
the burst mode feature which 
takes a burst of photos one 
after another. The Bushnell 
Moon Phase can take a burst 
of up to three photos while the 
Wildview has the ability to take 
a burst of up to nine photos. 
 As with most regular 
cameras, the trail camera photo 
results are dependent on the 
lighting conditions. All the 
cameras took good daytime 
photos. The Bushnell Trophy Cam HD 
Max, Cuddeback and Leupold took 

higher-resolution 
photos and had 
very good photo 
quality. 
 When it 
comes to 
nighttime 
photos, the 
trail cameras 
I tested use 
InfraRed (IR) 
which is not a 
normal flash. 
Unless the 
animals are 
at the correct 
distance, the 
photos could 

have burnout spots from the animal 
being too close or the animal could 
be too dark if it is at a distance. If the 
animal is moving during the time the 
photo is taken, the animals will be 
blurred. Even though the Simmons 
Prohunter takes nice daytime photos, 
most of its nighttime photos suffered 

from burnout (overflash) and blurred 
animal movement. Generally, the 
more expensive cameras did a better 
job on the nighttime photos. 
 Also, the Bushnell Trophy Cam 
HD Max, Cuddeback, Leupold and 
the Stealth Cam were fast enough to 
provide stop motion of animals in 
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 The Concow Black Oak 
Habitat Restoration Project 
was funded by a partnership 
between the California Deer 
Association (CDA) and the 
U.S. Forest Service (FS). The 
The two photos below show the the area before 
it was treated (left) and after treatment. 

daytime photos and prevent blur. If 
you look at the photos in this article 
you will see that they all were able 
to capture nice photos both during 
the day and night. (To see more 
photos and some video, visit CDA’s 
Facebook page.) 
 If you will be placing your trail 
camera on public land, you’ll want 
to consider a feature some call No 
Glow. This feature means the trail 
camera has no flash or glow from the 
IR so that no thieves will detect your 
trail camera and walk off with it. 
The Bushnell Trophy Cam HD Max, 
Primos Ultra Blackout and Simmons 
Prohunter feature this technology. 
 If you are willing to buy the 
higher-priced trail cameras (Bushnell 
Trophy Cam HD Max, Cuddeback, 
Leupold) they have most, if not all, 
of the following features: photo or 
video, sound with video, long battery 
life, internal viewer, time lapse, burst 
mode, high-quality photos and video, 
fast trigger speed, and more. 
 If you are limited in how much 
you can spend for a trail camera, this 
will have more effect on how many 

trail cameras you can purchase. Once 
you start using a trail camera you 
will quickly discover that you can’t 
buy just one. But, of course, this all 
depends on your wallet and needs. 
 So, which camera should you 
buy? First, look at your wallet and 
determine how many trail cameras 
you might need so you know how 
much you can afford to spend per 
camera. Next, make a list of the 
features you want, and then match 
your feature list and wallet to the 
models for sale today. All of the 
cameras I 
field-tested 
worked (see 
the photos), 
some just had 
more features, 
captured more 
animals, and 
took better 
photos. If you 
don’t have a 
long feature 
list, you can go 
for the lower-
priced trail 
cameras but if 

you need or want all the best features, 
go for the higher-priced ones.
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