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Built around an action with minimal dimensions for the cartridges it chambers, the Model 84L™ 
is the fi rst production rifl e to combine true light weight and accuracy. Standard features include 
a full-length Mauser claw extractor for the unequaled reliability of controlled-round feeding, 
along with a positive 3-position wing safety. The 24-inch match grade barrel is optimum 
length to ensure maximum velocity for the fl attest trajectory, not cut short to save weight like so 
many others. The Kimber® Model 84L is the best choice – no matter how you weigh the options.

©2011 Kimber Mfg., Inc. All rights reserved. Kimber names, logos and other trademarks may not be 

used without permission. Names of  other companies, products and services may be the property of  

their respective owners. Kimber firearms are shipped with an instruction manual and California-approved 

cable lock. Copy of  instruction manual available by request.

Kimber, One Lawton Street, Yonkers, NY 10705 (800) 880-2418

T H E  C H O I C E  O F  A M E R I C A ’ S  B E S T

kimberamerica.com

Accuracy is Everything.
        Light Weight & Accuracy is Kimber.

The Model 84L Montana™ has a stainless steel 
barreled action and Kevlar/carbon fi ber stock 
with both pillar and glass bedding. Magazine 
capacity is 4 rounds.

The Model 84L Montana™ has a stainless steel 
barreled action and Kevlar/carbon fi ber stock 
with both pillar and glass bedding. Magazine 

The Model 84L is the lightest standard-caliber bolt action sporter 
ever offered. Montana models (bottom) weigh only 5 pounds, 10 ounces.  
Classic Select Grade models weigh just 8 ounces more. 

Calibers: .25-06 Rem. .270 Win.
 .280 Ack. Imp. .30-06 Spfd.

The Model 84L Classic Select Grade™ is 
stocked in rich French walnut with hand-cut 
checkering and a hand-rubbed oil fi nish. 
Magazine capacity is 5 rounds.

The Model 84L Classic Select Grade™ is 
stocked in rich French walnut with hand-cut 
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2012 CDA Special Auction Items

2012 CDA Rifle of the Year
Kimber 8400 WSM Classic Select Grade in 300 WSM

2012 CDA
Sculpture of the Year

The Boys Club by Marc Pierce

2012 CDA Print of the Year
The Last Glance - Mule Deer

by Rosemary Millette

     For the first time in its history 
the CDA Board of Directors has 
selected a CDA Rifle of the Year, 
Sculpture of the Year, and Print of 
the Year. These three items will be 
up for bid during the live auctions 
at all of the CDA chapter banquets 
in 2012.
     The CDA Rifle of the Year is 
Kimber’s 8400 WSM Classic Se-
lect Grade, which is an upgraded 

model and will also have CDA 
engraving. It is sure to be a collec-
tor’s item or just an excellent rifle 
to use while chasing those bucks in 
California or other states. The ca-
pabilities of the selected 300 WSM 
caliber with its variety of loads will 
allow this rifle to be used to take 
any of the big game animals you 
might pursue in the United States.
     The 2012 CDA Sculpture of the 

Year and Print of the Year are two 
outstanding items that will look 
good in any CDA member’s home 
or office.
     Make sure you check out the 
schedule of 2012 CDA banquets 
on page 6 and mark your calendar 
for the ones you want to attend.
     Get your tickets in advance as 
many of the CDA banquets sell 
out early.
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Be Proud to Be a 
CDA Member

CDA President’s Message

 I am proud to be a member of 
the California Deer Association 
(CDA), and proud to be your newly 
elected CDA president. I follow in 
the footsteps of past CDA presi-
dents who put their heart and soul 
into this organization to help make 
it what it is today. My goal is to 
have made CDA a better organiza-
tion when I leave the office than it 
was when I was elected, just as the 
past CDA presidents Alex Ramoz, 
Jerry Wilkinson, Phil Bassetti, Andy 
Wood, and Matt Rogers have done 
before me.
 I trust that you are also proud 
to be a member of CDA, for you 
are part of a unique organization in 
California whose purpose is to do 
all it can to preserve and increase 
the deer numbers in our state. This 
is an enormous challenge, but you 
and other CDA members are mak-
ing a difference by establishing 
chapters throughout the state and 
attending their fundraising events 
to accomplish this goal. 
 In 1996, a small group of in-
dividuals (including our current 
treasurer, Ron Lara) met to form 
CDA. In 1997, three chapters held 
the first CDA fundraising banquets. 
Those chapters were San Jose, Chico 
and Salinas. Since that time CDA 
members have raised $3.9 million to 
fund projects in the areas of habitat, 
research and education benefiting 
California’s deer herds.
 As we begin our 2012 banquet 
season, CDA will have more chap-

ter banquets than ever before as 
we want to increase the amount of 
funds available for projects in the 
coming year.
 The word team is often over-
used as a buzz word to hype and 
promote marketing efforts, but for 
CDA it truly is a team effort. Each 
of our chapters has a team of com-
mittee members who are the grass-
roots that make everything we do 
for California deer herds possible. 
Your CDA Board is a team made up 
of individuals who work together 
to guide CDA forward toward our 
goal, the field directors work as a 
team and join the chapter teams to 
put on the best banquets possible, 
and other agencies which include 
DFG, U.S. Forest Service, BLM, and 
local governments form a team with 
CDA to develop and implement 
projects for deer and other wildlife 
in California.
 CDA Board members also 
participate in the DFG’s Big Game 
Advisory Committee, the Fish and 
Game Commission’s Al Taucher 
Preserving Hunting & Fishing Com-
mittee, and the Annual California 
Legislature Outdoor Sporting Cau-
cus.
 Please join me, your CDA 
Board, and all our other members in 
being proud to be a CDA member. 
Let’s not keep CDA the best kept se-
cret in California – get others to join 
you as a CDA team member and be 
proud to spread the word about our 
organization.

Jerry Springer
President

This buck was caught on camera 
during the rut with nothing on his 

mind but finding some does. During 
the rest of the year, bucks like this be-
come ghosts and many hunters would 
swear none are around.

Photograph by Donn Walgamuth.

The Cover
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1-888-499-DEER www.caldeer.org

Come and join in the fun of a local CDA fund-raising banquet. CDA banquets are where you can buy 
exclusive merchandise and have a great time with new and old friends that share your interest in the outdoors.
All the while, you will be raising vital funds for California deer conservation and important programs that 
introduce the outdoors to women and educate youth about stewardship of our natural resources.   For 
the 2012 banquet season six CDA chapters have been awarded tags for the Golden Opportunity or 
Open Zone deer hunts.
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Chapter    Date    Contact
Santa Rosa     1/07/12    Mike Deas (707) 756-2045
Redding     1/21/12    Donn Walgamuth (530) 510-7452
Turlock    1/21/12   Michael A. Sealy (209) 605-0014
North Valley (Colusa)   2/03/12    Larry Crabtree (530) 671-2959
Placer County (Lincoln)   2/04/12    Don Derobertis (916) 580-7602 
Woodland     2/24/12   Kevin Bottimore (530) 908-0716 
Tulare Ducks & Bucks  3/01/12   Rodney Torres (209) 769-1088
Gridley     3/03/12    Gary Andes (530) 624-6614
Kern River (Lake Isabella)   3/03/12    Bill Stonebarger (760) 379-2804 
San Jose     3/10/12    Bill Otto (408) 258-9806
Tulelake/Butte Valley    3/10/12   Heath Wright (530) 567-5774 
Merced    3/17/12   Frank Lopez (559) 232-5673
Chico      3/24/12    Kurt Steindorf (530) 570-5229
Bakersfield     3/24/12    Steven Foster (661) 203-7515
Salinas Valley (King City)   3/31/12    Clem Albertoni (831) 678-3297 
Central Coast (Paso Robles)   4/14/12    Ryan Smith (805) 423-5929
Mt. Shasta    4/14/12   Trent Willis (707) 338-7820 
South County (Santa Clara County) 4/21/12    Manny Machado (408) 483-6400
Mount St. Helena (Calistoga)  4/27/12   Rick Sereni (707) 291-5407
Westside (Gustine)    4/28/12    Anthony Castro (209) 854-6709 
Diablo Blacktail (Concord)  5/04/12   Dave Hunter (925) 200-0449
Central Valley (Fresno)   5/12/12    Mike Foxen (559) 259-1567 
Redwood Coast (Eureka)   5/19/12    Tim Pricer (707) 599-2216
Eastern Sierra (Bishop)   6/23/12    Doug Brown (760) 937-7963 
Western Sierra (Sonora)   7/28/12    Ronnie Hobbs (209) 984-3015
Lancaster Ducks & Bucks  TBA    Rodney Torres (209) 769-1088

Time for Fun!

Banquet Season 2012
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A dozer makes quick work of clearing and piling decadent brush.
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Barnes Habitat Enhancement

PROJECTS

 CDA contributed $3,500 from its 
Habitat Fund to augment funds from 
the U.S. Forest Service and the Rocky 
Mountain Elk Foundation for the 
Barnes Habitat Enhancement Project.
 The primary objective of the 
project was to improve big game 
summer/winter habitat on 200 acres 
in the Barnes Creek area of Scott Val-
ley on the Klamath National Forest 
(T 41 N, R 9 W, Section 26, MDM) in 
Northern California. The improve-
ments in habitat were accomplished 
using mechanical and hand thinning, 
plus underburning in decadent shrub 
and oak woodlands. The project suc-
cessfully provided improved forage 
and acorn production, created early 
seral conditions in shrub habitat and 
provided year-round water for the 
Scott Valley deer herd. The objectives 
of the project were the following:  1.)
Improve forage quality and quantity 
on critical black-tailed deer winter/
transition range in the south Scott 
Valley by creating a seedbed for her-
baceous forage, revitalizing brush/
shrub/hardwood complexes and 
setting back encroaching conifers. 2.) 
Promote wildlife habitat diversity 
by creating a mosaic of seral stages 
throughout a variety of habitat types. 
3.) Distribute black-tailed deer use 
more evenly over a larger geographi-
cal area. 4.) Protect black-tailed deer 
habitat from loss due to catastrophic 

wildfire. 5.) 
Protect and 
enhance habitat 
for a myriad 
of other spe-
cies including 
Roosevelt elk, 
wild turkey, 
mountain quail, 
black bear, 
mountain lion, 
bobcat, and 
fisher, as well 
as a variety of 
small mam-
mals, upland 
gamebirds, 
many nongame 
species and 
migratory songbirds.

The Barnes Habitat Enhancement 
Project treated 200 acres of Forest 
Service lands. This project utilized a 
combination of both hand and aerial 
techniques. Fire was implemented us-
ing a combination of backing fire, strip 
fire, strip head fire, flanking fire, and 
spot ignition (“jack pot”). The project 
area is located in the French Creek 
Wildland Urban Interface (WUI) as 
defined in the National Fire Plan.
 This area is within the range of the 
Scott Valley deer herd which uses this 
area as important winter and transi-
tory range.   
 The vegetative communities 
within the project were oak wood-
land and dense patches of mountain 
mahogany, manzanita, and wedge-
leaf ceanothus all in extreme decadent 
condition, with limited palatability. 
The presence of native forbs and grass 
species was reduced as a result of the 
overstory shading and duff, or litter 
layer. Without this project there would 
be continued loss of early successional 
habitat. The Barnes Project resulted in 
creating open and diverse seral condi-
tions which are expected to be main-
tained for one to two decades.  
 This project included an instal-
lation of a Boss Guzzler to provide 

a year-round water source. Water 
availability was limited in the proj-
ect area from early summer through 
late fall. As available surface water 
sources dried up, deer were forced to 
travel from their preferred range to 
the closest available water. The deer 
herd typically moved downslope 
to find water on private, residential 
and agricultural areas. This increased 
their exposure to depredation prob-
lems and harassment from predators, 
dogs, humans and roads. Limited 
water availability during peak times 
of the year also inhibited full utiliza-
tion of the site’s potential. Years of 
drought in combination with low 
snowpacks and little summer precipi-
tation had made year-round water 
availability one of the limiting factors 
for the Scott Valley herd. The instal-
lation of a guzzler helped to reduce 
these problems of limited water in 
the late summer and fall.
 In addition to deer, many other 
wildlife species benefited from the 
conditions created by the Barnes 
Habitat Improvement Project. They 
include Roosevelt elk, black bear, 
mountain lion, furbearers, various 
raptors, small mammals, many types 
of songbirds, herpetofauna (amphib-
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ians and reptiles) and a myriad of 
plant species. The project also re-
duced fuel loadings in the surround-
ing communities of the south Scott 
Valley, thus reducing fire danger.  
 The underburning enhanced for-
age quality and quantity by stimulat-
ing decadent brush to re-sprout, in 
addition to scarifying seeds for new 

Photos clockwise: Old mountain mahogany is burned to encourage new 
growth. — A helicopter transports a guzzler which was installed to help 
provide water during the late summer and fall. — After the mountain 
mahogany was burned, the re-growth now provides feed for deer. 

sprouting. It provided enriched 
seedbeds for herbaceous plants 
and grasses to re-establish. 
Some areas of the project were 
re-seeded with native grass 
seed. The underburn reinvigo-
rated oak woodland habitat 
and reduced naturally occur-
ring fuel loadings.
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Pat Fitzmorris
CDA Field Director

Field N
otes

Getting it in Gear!
 The 2012 Banquet Season is 
now here! Our chapters are busy 
preparing and planning upcoming 
events, selling tickets, getting 
donations, and spreading the good 
word. We are looking forward to the 
continued success of our banquets 
and are extremely appreciative of our 
volunteers. CDA volunteers work 
very hard on planning fundraising 
events and the lion’s share of our 
income comes from banquets. At 
your next California Deer Association 
fundraising event, please give thanks 
to the banquet committee members. 
These folks are the backbone of our 
organization and we appreciate them 
immensely! Please come and join in 
the fun at your local banquet and 
get involved, too! I guarantee you 
will have a good time and you will 
be helping to raise vital funds for 
California deer conservation. Thank 
you for your support and please give 
our volunteers a huge pat on the back! 
They deserve it! 
 You know the older I get, the 
more patriotic I become. We live in the 
best country in the world and I think 
we need to rejoice and celebrate this 
fact. The freedoms we enjoy here in 
the USA are not enjoyed worldwide. 
For instance, gun ownership in many 
countries is so regulated that it is 
virtually impossible for an average 
citizen to own a gun and go hunting. 
For instance;  

Australia - If you want to have a 

gun of any type, you must to apply 
to the local police department 
and show a “Genuine Need…” 
and still many applications are 
denied. Personal protection is not 
considered a “Genuine Need” and all 
semiautomatics are banned.  

Brazil - The minimum age for 
ownership is 25 and it is generally 
illegal to carry a gun outside a 
residence. Although Brazil has 100 
million fewer citizens than does the 
United States, and has much more 
restrictive gun laws, there are 25 
percent more gun deaths per year! 
So, restrictive gun laws are hardly 
working for Brazil!

China - Gun ownership is heavily 
regulated by law and, generally, 
private citizens are not allowed to 
possess them. Individuals who hold 
hunting permits (mostly dignitaries 
and high-ranking military personnel) 
can apply for a license to purchase 
and hold firearms for the purpose 
of hunting. Illegal possession or sale 
of firearms may result in the death 
penalty. That’s communism for you!

India - Gun ownership is a privilege 
and is highly regulated. To obtain a 
firearms license, a citizen has to prove 
that there exists a threat to their life. 
Handguns and all semiautomatics are 
banned.

 Europe has no public land, so 
hunting is reserved for property 
owners and not for the masses. 
Hunting in Germany, the UK, 
Switzerland, Sweden, Italy, etc. is 
much more about social positioning, 
dressing appropriately, using the 
“right” firearm, and tradition. 
Bowhunting is outlawed virtually 
everywhere in Europe. In Germany 
and many other European countries, 
to own a gun means you have to have 
a hunting license. To get a hunting 
license, you have to go through 
extensive background checks, take 
many wildlife management courses, 
demonstrate your shooting, and then 
you have to prove that you have land 
on which to hunt. (Imagine the cost 
to lease hunting land since there is no 
public land!) And every hunter has to 

carry their own liability insurance!  
 Here in the United States of 
America, we have millions of acres 
of public land on which to roam (at 
least in the western states). For the 
cost of a hunting license, we have 
access to game that is owned by us 
all and managed by our state fish and 
wildlife agencies. It is easy to take 
our freedoms for granted and to not 
think about it much. I know hunting 
on public land and drawing big game 
tags can be challenging at times but 
it is still a small hurdle compared to 
many other countries.
 OK, enough politics already! 
That is enough politics from me for 
all of 2012! Just remember to never 
forget the brave men and women of 
the United States Armed Forces who 
have and will continue to fight for our 
freedoms that we all enjoy.   
 We are really trying to promote 
CDA and grow as an organization. 
One thing that could really help us 
in 2012 is for our current members 
to help spread the word on what 
our organization is all about and 
what we are trying to accomplish. 
Our goal is to improve deer herds, 
and hence deer hunting in our 
great state of California. Please tell 
a friend about the California Deer 
Association and bring them to a 
banquet! Currently, we have two new 
chapters coming on board and they 
have fundraising banquets scheduled 
for 2012. The Merced Chapter’s first 
annual banquet is going to be on 
March 17th and the Diablo Blacktail 
Chapter will be having a banquet on 
May 4th in Concord. Please visit our 
website at www.caldeer.org for more 
information and please come out and 
support these new chapters’ banquets.  
 I want to personally thank you 
all for being a member or volunteer. 
If you are getting this magazine, then 
you are a member of CDA and are 
important to us. We appreciate every 
one of you for your support – we 
couldn’t accomplish our goals without 
you!  
 I hope everyone had a great 
holiday season and wishing everyone 
a prosperous 2012. 
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California Bucks

Have a nice photo of 
California bucks? Share 
it with other CDA mem-
bers in California Deer 
by emailing it to Jerry@
WesternHunter.com

Photo by Jeff Tatro

Photo by John Mc Millan Photo by Ben Nuckolls

Photo by John Mc Millan

Photo by Chuck Minetti



Attention CDA Members!
Share your days afield with other mem-
bers by emailing your photos to Jerry@
WesternHunter.com.
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Members Afield
According to Greg Lenny, 
“Friends call you on the phone, 
buddies are there to help you pack 
it out.” Greg’s son, Josh, took 
this bull tule elk during the 2011 
Cache Creek season. The younger 
Lenny used a Sako .30-06 which 
he had won at the CDA banquet 
in Santa Rosa. Josh dropped the 
bull at 155 yards on October 8th. 
Pictured in the photo from left to 
right are Mike Pierre, Mike Post, 
Josh, Daryl Arthur and Greg. 
They are all members of the Santa 
Rosa CDA Chapter. 

CDA Life Member Tim Tittle’s daughter Shelby 
shows off her first deer, taken in the A Zone during 
the 2011 season. She was hunting near the coast so 
fog presented a problem in taking the best photo but 
we can tell she took an excellent buck. Congratula-
tions, Shelby!

It took 13 years of applying for 
Ron Lara, CDA Board member 
and treasurer, to draw a bull elk 
tag in Nevada. One shot at 230 
yards with his .300 Weatherby 
Magnum did the trick. What a 
trophy bull! It scored 394 4/8 
B&C points. 
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Kevin Mcgaughey bagged his first buck, 
a 3x2, during the 2011 season in the D7 
Zone. He was using a Browning White 
Gold Medalion in 7mm mag. When 
the buck stepped out at 120 yards from 
behind a tree, Mcgaughey took the down-
hill shot and made a perfect broadside 
hit. The buck dropped on the spot. It was 
10/10/11 at 4:45 in the evening.

Peter Maggenti submitted the photo above of 
his brother-in-law Bill Coughlin, of Live Oak. 
Maggenti wrote, “He got his first buck, finally!  
A nice 3x6 near Collins Lake 10/16/11. He took 
it with his Browning .30-06.  What a job packing 
it out, though!  Almost two miles to the truck!”  

Ryan Smith, CDA Central Coast 
Chapter Chairman, and his father 
Larry Smith, CDA Board member, 
took a hunting trip to Utah during 
the 2011 season. Their group of 
five hunting friends took five elk 
and four mule deer. Pictured to 
the left with the rifle is Ryan’s first 
elk. Even though he has guided 
others for 20 years for tule elk in 
California, this was the first elk he 
harvested. Larry took an excellent 
4x4 mule deer buck which scored 
170 and measured 26 1/2” wide, 
22” tall (photo below).

Members Afield

Larry Smith with his 4x4 Utah buck.  
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CDA Banquets!
Central Coast Chapter, 2011
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CDA Banquets!
San Jose Chapter, 2011
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Fourth Annual Pheasant Hunt for Youth, Women and Veterans 
CDA North Valley Chapter Volunteers Make a Difference

 After months of 
preparation, Commit-
tee Chairman Perry 
Pasquale and the CDA 
North Valley Chapter 
members began set-
ting up huge tents for 
the Registration Area 
for their fourth an-
nual Pheasant Hunt 
for Youth, Women and 
Veterans. It was cold 
that Friday morning, 
November 18, 2011, 
leaving them hoping 
that the weather would 
warm up for the Satur-
day and Sunday hunts. 
 “Dark-Thirty” 
Saturday morning, com-
mittee members had a fire roaring 
in the chapter’s iron fire pit, and hot 
chocolate and coffee brewing under 
the tent. Debbie Bryne of the Yuba 
County Fish and Game Commission, 
along with Vera Crabtree and Jenni 
Koch of the North Valley Chapter 
prepared the Registration Area for 
license checks and field assignments. 
 Every hunter received an orange 
CDA hat and the DFG provided safe-
ty goggles and blaze-orange vests, if 
needed. To increase the level of safety 
in the field, Ronnie Sheffield arranged 
for dog handlers with only pointing 
dogs. Dan Yager coordinated the 
planting of two birds for each hunter. 
 Chuck Wyllie and Don Manley 

gave orientation/
safety talks to all 
attendees.
 Lunch was pre-
pared and served 
by Scott Hankins 
of “Firehouse 343 
Barbeque” on both 
days. Additional 
food items and sup-
plies were donated 
by Dan and Jody 
Yager, Larry and 
Wendy Easley, Shirl 
Pasquale and grand-
son Dom Pasquale, 
and the Greg and Deb-
bie Kriss family. 
 A clay-pigeon thrower 

was provided by the 
DFG for hunters to practice their skills 
before and after each hunt. Greg Rud-
strum of Sutter Orchard Supply pro-
vided the shooting clays and shells. 
 Even with rainy weather on Sun-
day, 152 happy shooters 
took part in this annual 
event. 
 Great help from 50+ 
volunteers and North 
Valley Chapter’s commit-
tee members made the 
event possible. 
 A special thank-you 
goes to the following 
groups: Colusa, Sutter, 
and Yuba County Fish 

and Game Commissions; the Jeff 
Catlett Family Farm for hosting our 
hunt; Larry Munger’s South Butte 
Game Bird Club and crewmembers; 
and Pat Fitzmorris, CDA field direc-
tor.

Larry Crabtree, North Valley Chapter 
Chairman



California Deer          17

Never lose your blade in the field !!
Available in neon; green, orange & yellow

Field dress your     game 
without sharpening

1001 uses when you want sharp now!

Field dress your     game 
without sharpening

1001 uses when you want sharp now!

• Cape
• Skin
• Bone

www.pfimold.com

zblade 6th ad.indd   1 2/10/10   1:42:39 PM

 Your buck’s on the ground, now 
it’s time to get to work! In my opin-
ion, this is the time to have a Z-Blade. 
This razor-sharp, scalpel-like knife is 
small, lightweight and super sharp 
– great for skinning and caping your 
animal.
 This past deer season I was lucky 
enough to bag an excellent Califor-
nia buck so I had the opportunity 
to test a Z-Blade in action. Because 
the Z-Blade is sold as a razor-sharp, 
disposal knife, there is no need to 
sharpen it. But be careful because it is 
extemely sharp. It did an excellent job 
in skinning my buck and I contin-

ued to use it when I got home and 
set about butchering my deer. I still 
haven’t disposed of that Z-Blade. The 
Z-Blade worked so great that I put it 
on my Christmas list and found some 
in my stocking on Christmas morn-
ing. They are small and come with 
a locking protection cover so I leave 
one at all times in my fanny pack and 
keep an extra one in the glovebox of 
my truck.
 Z-Blades are made by PFI Inc. of 
Valencia, California. This year they 
are also a major donor of their Tro-
phy Kits to our CDA chapters. The 
Z-Blade Trophy Kit contains two Z-
Blade knives, shoulder gloves, rubber 
surgical gloves, apron, ziplock bags, 
towels, string and a pencil, all in a 
convenient small plastic container.  
 Look for these on the raffle tables 
at chapter banquets. Can’t wait to win 
one? Go to pfimold.com and order 
just the Z-Blade or the entire Trophy 
Kit… You’ll be glad you did!

Jerry Springer 

Z-Blade Donation Helps CDA

CDA Donors
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Hi-You Forage Improvement

PROJECTS

 The Hi-You Forage Improve-
ment Project is the wildlife habitat 
improvement portion of a larger 
multi-beneficial project. This proj-
ect is integrated to reduce wildfire 
hazard within an important wild-
land urban interface community 
threat zone, while improving con-
ditions of mixed conifer/mixed 
chaparral/oak woodland com-
munities. This project succeeded 
in the enhancement of habitat for 
wildlife species including im-
provements in deer winter range 
in the vicinity of the Hi-You and 
French Gulch areas (10 miles east 
of Scott Bar Mountain). The proj-
ect proposed thinning, handpiling 
and underburning of oak wood-

land, pon-
derosa pine 
and mixed 
chaparral 
interfaces of 
deer winter 
range. In the 
fall of 2004, 
this area 
had a small 
timber sal-
vage to treat 
pockets of 
insect-infest-
ed mortality 
of conifers. 
With the 
assistance of the Deadwood Con-
servation Camp inmate crews, 
post-harvest treatments includ-
ing thinning and brush removal 
around oak and conifer trees have 
taken place. Some mastication oc-
curred in areas of dense brush. The 
final phase and emphasis of this 
proposal included a prescribed fire 
underburn through conifers, oak 
woodlands, and mixed chaparral 
habitat. The total area treated was 
60 acres. Underburning improved 
habitat conditions in conifers and 
oaks, and stimulate forage and 
mast production providing direct 
benefits to deer populations. The 
project included the repair of an 

existing water structure/guzzler. 
This project was developed in co-
ordination with wildlife, timber, 
silviculture and fuels disciplines 
on the Salmon/Scott River Ranger 
District.
 The underburning occurred 
in the spring of 2006, and was 
burned in low-to-moderate in-
tensities. Understory thinning 
removed smaller diameter trees 
(less than 8”). Concentrations of 
slash were handpiled prior to the 
implementation of underburning 
to help in the protection of resid-
ual conifers and oaks. This project 
will only occur on federal lands.  
Photo points were established to 
monitor success of the implemen-
tation.
 This project was designed 
to reduce wildfire hazard and 
reduce the likelihood of a stand-
replacing fire while improving 
forage and acorn conditions for 
black-tailed deer and other im-
portant wildlife species such as 
wild turkey and mountain quail. 
Adherence to forest-wide stan-
dards and guidelines for soil pro-
ductivity, air quality, retention 
of snags and retention of course, 
woody material provided protec-
tion of water, soil, air quality, and 
wildlife habitat.  Ph
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 Future membership in the Cali-
fornia Deer Association depends on 
having youth participate in a variety 
of outdoor activities that teach them 
about shooting and the importance 
of wildlife, including management 
of wildlife. This exposure also needs 
to be fun. This past spring, CDA was 
one of the sponsors when the Los 
Banos Sportsman’s Club held its Sec-
ond Annual Junior Fun Day event. 
There were 110 people in attendance, 
including 40 juniors. Each junior had 
an opportunity to participate at dif-
ferent activity stations. These stations 
included trap and skeet shooting, 
archery target shooting, competition 
BB gun shooting, first-aid instruction 
from the Los Banos Fire Department, 
an ecological seminar about the Los 
Banos Wildlife Area, soft pellet/
moving target shooting, simulated 
duck and deer hunting stations, and 
hands-on duck calling instruction 
from members of the California Wa-
terfowl Association.

 A Hunter Education review was 
held by Hunter Education regional 
director Shawn Olague before any of 
the activities took place. The event 
was a big success with all the ju-
niors having a great time. After an 
excellent tri-tip lunch provided and 
cooked by the Los Banos Sportsman’s 
Club (Ron Pereira and crew) , the ju-
niors went out to finish their last two 
activity stations. After completing all 
the stations, the juniors assisted in 
tearing down and cleaning up their 
last station. The juniors were then 
pumped up to return to the club-
house where the general raffle took 
place. Every junior won at least one 

prize, then the jumbo raffle took place 
where several guns, prints and hunts 
were raffled. The grand prize was 
a once-in-lifetime hog hunt on the 
famous Tejon Ranch. Thank you Tejon 
Ranch! 

 Part of the entry fee the juniors 
paid for the event was donated to the 
Los Banos Sportsman’s Club to help 
provide lunch and drinks at future 
Hunter Education classes that are 
held there monthly. This event was 

CDA Supports Junior Fun Day!
sponsored by many different non-
profit organizations and local busi-
nesses. A special thanks goes out to 
the Los Banos Sportsman’s Club, Los 
Banos Fire Department, California 
Deer Association, Department of Fish 
& Game’s Los Banos office, Quail & 
Upland Game Federation, California 
Waterfowl Association, Los Banos 
Food 4 Less and all of the volunteers 
who helped out on the day of the 
event. This year’s Junior Fun Day will 
be held in April and will be posted on 
the CDA website around mid-Febru-
ary. 

California Deer Hunt On TV
    This past 
August while 
checking out 
the hunting 
shows on 
the VERSUS 
Network, 
I started to 
watch an 
episode of 
The Buck Stops 
Here with 
Mike Hanback. 
What to my 
surprise, 
Hanback 
was on a 
deer hunt in 
California. During the show he took 
a nice 4x4. I emailed Hanback later 
that day and asked if he could send a 
photo of his buck to share with CDA 
members. Hanback not only re-
sponded with a photo but also wrote, 

“I loved hunting California and the 
blacktail, they’re tough. Can’t wait to 
do it again sometime.”
     You can follow Mike on his Blog at 
mikehanback.com.

Jerry Springer
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Saying Goodbye to Santa Rosa Island
By Margo Wood

Managers and the one 
who started the hunt 
program on Santa Rosa 
Island 33 years earlier 
with the Vail and Vick-
ers families; Will Wool-
ey, a direct descendant 
of the Vail family; and 
the guide team of Andy 
Wood (CDA Board 
member and past CDA 
president) and Chuck 
Sharps. Both Andy and 
Chuck have guided 
together on all four of 
CDA’s Santa Rosa Island 
junior deer hunts. The skinner was 
Chad Weibe of Central Coast Taxider-
my and camp cook was Sharon Blades 
of Alaska.
 As the plane on which we had 
just arrived took off with the last of 
the meat hunters, we were greeted by 
several guides who were now taking 
this opportunity for a final hunt and 
a visit with old friends now that their 
work on the island was finished. We 
had the evening to scout and prepare 
for our five young hunters and guard-
ians whose plane would touch down 
at noon the next day. The guides on 
the island impressed upon us that this 
hunt was going to be a little tougher 
than the previous ones as animal num-
bers were at an all-time low and the 
ones left were the survivors and pretty 
savvy.

     We saw very 
few animals that 
first evening and 
asked for help 
from everyone 
out scouting. 
The response 
was outstanding 
with everyone 
keeping an eye 
out for quality 
animals that the 
youth could 
harvest. 
 The next day 
we were pleased 
to welcome 
five nice young 

 In 2007, the first-ever California 
Deer Association Youth Deer Hunt 
was held on Santa Rosa Island, 
thanks to Gordon Long of Multiple 
Use Managers and Nita Vail, Tim 
Vail and Will Wooley of Vail and 
Vickers. On the second weekend in 
October 2011, the very last organized 
hunt to be held on this famed island 
was the California Deer Association 
Junior Hunt. Bad weather in 2010 
plus the hard rains of January had 
postponed the hunt until the very last 
possible moment. Our guides were 
Wayne Long, also of Multiple Use 

men, three of whom had hunted with 
us before. They were directed to the 
shooting bench and the sighting-in 
of their rifles. It was apparent that 
they practiced on the rifle range as all 
showed proficiency and accuracy that 
was noteworthy. Wayne, who had 
given the very first safety talk on the 
island, gave the final instructions on 
the island’s safety rules to our juniors. 
In addition, he lifted all trophy limita-
tions – every animal left on the ground 
was fair game on this final hunt. Andy 
gave a CDA welcome, and then all left 
full of anticipation and energy at just 
the thought of getting out in the field.
 Relentlessly and ruthlessly, the 
fog slowly rolled up the hills and 
down the canyons, curtailing the first 
day’s hunt just at dusk.  The term 
“skunked” comes to mind…
 With the boundless enthusiasm of 
youth, the next day dawned clear and 
names like “Soledad, China Camp, 
Pocket, Carrington and Johnson’s Lee” 
were tossed out for hunt possibilities. 
Scattering like leaves in the wind, 
the trucks all headed out in different 
directions.  
 Radios crackled, “Bryan has a 2x3 
down and he is that big, 31-incher in 
Old Ranch that all of the guides were 
talking about!”
 “Will has got a real nice buck, 
a 4x4 over here in Wreck. Naw, we 
don’t need help to get him. Keep hunt-
ing!”
 Then as the sun rose higher in the 
blue skies, temperatures climbed and 

Wayne Long gives the last safety talk 
before the final hunt on Santa Rosa Island.
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strategies changed. The guides were 
now looking for a bedded animal that 
with wind direction and positioning 
(including hikes down into the hidey-
holes), a shot could be taken.
 From the top of Black Mountain, 
a buck was seen up against the red 
rock of a slide in the shade of the hill-
side in Upper Green Canyon. Colby, 
with the crack guiding team of Chuck 
and Andy, made the stalk, crawling 
the last 50 yards to get into position 
to shoot him in his bed.
 Garrett, with the help of Will, 

had gone after a stag 
still in velvet. A lasting 
memory of this hunt will 
be watching Garrett lean 
over the seat of the truck 
cradling those antlers to 
protect the velvet for the 
entire trip back to the 
skinning shed.
 Four down and with 
one morning hunt left… 
Tyler Adams still needed 
a buck. Wayne had his 
choice of hunting areas 
and headed out in the predawn dark-
ness while the rest of the outfit gave 
his group a wide berth. Nothing was 
to get in the way of a 100% success 
rate for this hunt. Congratulations, 
Tyler, on getting a nice 3x3 off of 
Smith Highway in Carrington.
 As we got into the planes to leave 
Santa Rosa Island for the last time, I 
wanted to say, “Thank you to Multiple 
Use Managers and Vail and Vickers 
for the privilege of coming here – the 
memories of these youth hunts will 
last a lifetime!”
 Goodbye, Santa Rosa Island!



 W interhawk is a full-time professional outfitter  
operating on nearly 250 square miles of 

Western Colorado’s majestic Flat Tops Wilderness. 
We provide fully guided and quality drop camp 
elk, mule deer and  bighorn sheep hunts in prime 
national forest and wilderness land that is accessible 
by horseback and mule pack string only, plus winter 
mountain lion hunts at lower elevations. We also  
offer wilderness trout fishing, summer horse-
back vacations and an accredited Outfitters, Guides 
& Packers School. We’ve built our reputation on  
providing great fair-chase hunting, excellent camps, 
quality stock and highly personalized service.
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Big Game Fundraising Tag Changes

 Below are just two of the many items 
COHA is working on in behalf of sports-
men and sportswomen of California.

Assembly Bill 1162 (Chesbro) - 
Enhanced Penalties for Poaching - 
SUPPORT
 This legislation would create 
enhanced penalties (increased fines, 
possible hunting license revocations 
and equipment forfeitures) for seri-
ous poaching violations – including 
those incidents where poachers inten-
tionally target trophy game outside 
the regular season; take game without 
the required tag/stamp; take game 

with the aid of artificial light or over 
bait; or that result in the wanton waste 
of game meat. The increased revenues 
generated from the higher fines would 
be deposited in dedicated game spe-
cies accounts and used to support 
game conservation and public hunting 
activities. AB 1162 is also supported 
by the California Game Wardens As-
sociation.

SHARE Program Implementation
 On a very positive note… With 
the assistance of COHA, the Depart-
ment of Fish and Game was recently 
awarded a $1 million federal grant 
over the next two years to imple-
ment the SHARE Program—a hunter 
access program created by California 
Waterfowl-sponsored legislation (AB 
396 – Harman) which encourages 
private landowners to voluntarily 
open their property for hunting and 
other outdoor activities. Monies will 

be used not only to pay participat-
ing landowners but also to contract 
with nonprofit groups like California 
Deer Association to facilitate and 
administer the SHARE hunts. The 
federal monies are expected to help 
the SHARE Program finally expand 
statewide and facilitate numerous 
private lands hunting opportunities 
at low cost to the public for a variety 
of game species.
 In late November, COHA staff 
attended and spoke at a DFG meeting 
on proposed Title 14 regulations for 
the SHARE Program. COHA com-
ments focused on the need to keep 
hunter application fees reasonable, 
ensure that DFG enforcement efforts 
on SHARE lands do not conflict with 
landowner activities, and ensure that 
hunting dog training is an allowable 
use for SHARE lands.  Final adoption 
of the regulations should occur in the 
spring of 2012. 

 In 2011 an Open Zone Deer Tag 
and the Owens Valley Elk Tag were 
switched from auction-only tags to 
random-draw tags, giving hunters 
the option of spending $5.40 per 
chance to enter the drawings. Hunt-
ers could purchase as many entries 
as they wanted or could afford. The 
number of entries sold in 2011 for 
the Open Zone Deer Tag was 15,516, 
which generated $79,907.40 for deer 
management. The Owens Valley 

Elk Tag had 12,020 entries, raising 
$61,903 for elk management.
 This year, in addition to the Open 
Zone Deer Tag and Owens Valley Elk 
tag, the DFG is adding both a sheep 
and an antelope tag to this random-
draw program. Now hunters who 
may not have the funds to bid on 
these tags in an auction environment 
will at least have a chance – although 
a slim one – of getting a highly cov-
eted tag.
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Bits & Pieces
     A look at the buying habits of 
sportsmen in 2011 compared to 
those of 2010, reveals purchases of 
hunting and fishing equipment have 
remained steady in the current year. 
In fact, purchases have even slightly 
improved.

     When it comes to choosing par-
ticular brands of hunting, shooting 
or fishing products, nothing influ-
ences sportsmen more than their 
own personal experiences. Research 
found that a whopping 78 percent of 
hunters and shooters cited “per-
sonal experience” as the number 
one deciding factor that affected 
their selection of a particular brand. 
As such, it is no surprise that the 
second most deciding factor is brand 
loyalty itself, which garnered 57 
percent.

     Choosing the right gift for some 
friends and family may have been 
a perplexing decision during the 
holidays. Apparently that choice is 
much easier to make if that person 
hunts or shoots. A hunting or shoot-
ing item was given by 59.8 percent 
of sportsmen and women who were 
asked. 
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 W interhawk is a full-time professional outfitter  
operating on nearly 250 square miles of 

Western Colorado’s majestic Flat Tops Wilderness. 
We provide fully guided and quality drop camp 
elk, mule deer and  bighorn sheep hunts in prime 
national forest and wilderness land that is accessible 
by horseback and mule pack string only, plus winter 
mountain lion hunts at lower elevations. We also  
offer wilderness trout fishing, summer horse-
back vacations and an accredited Outfitters, Guides 
& Packers School. We’ve built our reputation on  
providing great fair-chase hunting, excellent camps, 
quality stock and highly personalized service.
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Membership Drive

Join Today!
If you are a deer enthusiast, this could be the best $30 that you have 

ever spent. The deer of California need your support! 

Membership Application 
California Deer Association

CHAPTER:___________________________________ DATE:____________________

NAME:________________________________________________________________
 
ADDRESS:_____________________________________________________________

CITY:________________________________ STATE:____________ ZIP:____________

COUNTY:_______________________________________________

PHONE - HOME:_______________________ EMAIL:___________________________

 	 qVISA  qMASTERCARD qCHECK ENCLOSED

CARD # ______________________________CID#________ EXP. DATE __________

SIGNATURE ___________________________________ DATE __________________

MEMBERSHIP FEES     qMEMBERSHIP RENEWAL #________________
q$30 Full Membership: One year, decal & newsletter 
q$5 Junior Membership: Same as full membership 
q$1,000 Life Membership: Installment option $250 per year.
q$500 Corporate Sponsorship: Per year.
Mail To: California Deer Association, 820 Park Row, PMB 671, Salinas, CA 93901-2406
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Salinas, CA  93901-2406
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