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a wide variety of products. 
This experience allows us 
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products and truly great ones.
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California Deer Association
2011 Banquet Schedule

Chapter Date Contact
Santa Rosa  1/08/11 Doug Timmer (707) 975-9676
Turlock 1/15/11 Mike Sealy (209) 605-0014
Lancaster Ducks & Bucks 1/20/11 Robert Neaman (661) 943-8844
Redding 1/22/11 Wayne Dunham (530) 515-4464
North Valley (Colusa) 2/11/11 Larry Crabtree (530) 671-2959
Placer County (Lincoln) 2/19/11 Don Derobertis (916) 580-7602
Woodland 2/25/11 Kevin Bottimore (530) 908-0716
San Jose 2/26/11 Bill Otto (408) 258-9806
Tulare Ducks & Bucks 3/03/11 Rodney Torres (209) 826-1931
Gridley 3/05/11 Gary Andes (530) 868-5940
Kern River (Lake Isabella) 3/05/11 Bill Stonebarger (760) 379-2804
Tulelake/Butte Valley  3/12/11 Heath Wright (530) 567-5774
Chico 3/19/11 Kurt Steindorf (530) 891-0772
Bakersfield	 3/26/11	 Steven	Foster	(661)	203-7515
Salinas Valley (Salinas) 3/26/11 Clem Albertoni (831) 678-3297 
Mount Shasta 4/09/11 Michael Burns (530) 859-2899
Mount St. Helena (Calistoga) 4/29/11 Mike Winrod (707) 292-9006 
Southern California 4/30/11 Glenn Tessers (310) 973-8148 
Central	Valley	(Fresno)	 5/07/11	 Jerry	Dunlap	(559)	974-4953
Redwood Coast (Eureka) 5/12/11 Susan Helms (707) 845-7129 
Central Coast (Paso Robles) 5/14/11 Ryan Smith (805) 461-3942 
Morgan Hill 5/20/11 Steve Balbo (408) 640-1578 
Westside (Gustine) 5/21/11 Rodney Torres (209) 826-1931
Eastern Sierra (Bishop) 6/25/11 Doug Brown (760) 873-7205
Western Sierra (Sonora) 7/30/11 Ron Colombani (209) 533-2106
Sacramento TBD Billy Aston (916) 849-8229

Photos by John Mc Millan

Hunts

Trips
Artwork

Guns

Fun!

Raffles

Youth Items

Women’sRaffles
And
More!

Don’t Miss Out This Year!
Make Your Reservations Today!
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Bucks” dinners have been scheduled 
for Tulare and Lancaster. Look for 
those to be a lot of fun and a great op-
portunity to collaborate with another 
wildlife conservation organization.
 Congratulations to COHA for 
its efforts in securing the successful 
passage of SB 1058. This legislation 
mandates that funds received from 
the sale of big game tags and licenses 
be earmarked specifically for DFG 
funding instead of going into the 
state’s General Fund.
 Welcome to our two newest CDA 
chapters, Mount Shasta and Turlock. 
These new committees are well on 
their way to putting on successful 
2011 banquets.  
 Times continue to be tough. 
You can see it whenever you drive 
through towns and see all of the emp-
ty storefronts or the foreclosure list-
ings in the local papers. I see it each 
day as I watch my youngest daugh-
ter search for a job. The thing that 
never ceases to amaze me is that even 
in this difficult economic climate, 
donors continue to give generously 
to our CDA banquets. I think each of 
us owes it to those donors to support 
them in return. I recently completed a 
remodel to my shop. I probably could 
have saved some money by buying 
materials from one of the large home 
improvement stores but instead I 
went to the local hardware store. It 
has been a Gold Donor of the Grid-
ley Chapter for years and this was a 
small way to repay them. The same 
holds true when I shop for a vehicle. 
I know there are some good deals to 
be had at the large auto malls and 
online, but the local dealer has been 
a CDA sponsor for years. He even 
bought my kids’ 4-H project animals 
at the county fair. It just feels right 
to return that kind of loyalty. Next 
time you attend a CDA banquet or 
function, read the list of donors. Even 
if you aren’t in the market to buy 
anything, just thank them for their 
support. Our fundraising would not 
be possible without them.
 I hope that each of you had an 
enjoyable holiday season with family 
and friends, and I look forward to a 
great CDA banquet season and 2011.

Matt Rogers - President 

Happenings

CDA President’s Message

 I wasn’t lucky in the out-of-state 
hunt draws this year but it was still a 
great hunting season. I was amazed 
by the number of deer we saw each 
day in the X-Zone I drew. The dog, 
the cat, Mimi and I had a nice trip. 
Mimi killed a buck and I passed them 
up until the season was over. After a 
week back at home, I left for a Colo-
rado cow elk hunt. It was a successful 
trip and my friends and I had a won-
derful time. Probably the best part of 
this season, though, has been hunt-
ing with my dad as it has been a few 
years since we had hunted together. 
Dad bought an Open Zone tag at a 
CDA banquet and I’ve enjoyed being 
able to go with him on his hunts.  
 When I finally got home after 
almost two months away, it was time 
to catch up on CDA business. I know 
I’ve said this before, but there really 
is a lot of progress being made on the 
Siskiyou County 5-Year Plan. CDA 
funding and participation has poten-
tially provided the leverage neces-
sary to secure funding through DFG 
and Natural Resources Conservation 
Service (NRCS). It won’t be long now 
before a biologist is hired whose time 
will be dedicated to the 5-Year Plan’s 
goals and objectives.
 New for 2011 is a partnership 
between CDA and CWA to host joint 
fundraising banquets. Two “Ducks & 
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Come Enjoy the Largest 
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Now!
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Lebec, CA 93243
www.hunttejon.com
Call (661) 663-4210
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Accommodations
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Big bucks are hard to see during the 
normal deer season but when the 

rut rolls around, trophy bucks like this 
one will hang around does trying to 
scent a receptive one.

Photograph by Jeff Dixson.

The Cover

New Chapters
      CDA has two new chapters for 
the 2011 Banquet Season. They are 
in Turlock and Mt. Shasta.
      Also new in 2011, CDA and Cali-
fornia Waterfowl Association are 
working together to hold two Ducks 
& Bucks banquets, one in Lancaster 
and the other in Tulare.
      If you are in either area, why not 
get some hunting friends together 
and attend one of these new CDA 
banquets or Ducks & Bucks events!

Ron Lara Returns To
 CDA Board

      One of CDA’s founding Board 
members, Ron Lara, has returned to 
the CDA Board after 
being elected  as a di-
rector and appointed 
as Treasurer at the 
November Board 
meeting. Lara had 
previously held the 
position of Treasurer 
when he left the 
Board a number of 
years ago. Lara also 
was a key member of 
the San Jose Chapter 
but found his grow-
ing outfitting busi-
ness, Western Wildlife Adventures, 
LLC, was requiring more time than 
he had available for it and the duties 
of the CDA Board. This necessitated 
him making the decision to resign 
from the Board in order to handle the 

requirements of his business.
      Lara really never completely 

left CDA as  it has 
benefited from his 
frequent donations 
which can be found 
listed in a number 
of chapter banquet 
programs. His reloca-
tion to Chico also has 
him helping at Chico 
Chapter banquets.
      Also at the No-
vember Board meet-
ing, the Board ac-
cepted Director and 
Board Treasurer Dana 

Guidotti’s decision not to run for 
re-election. Guidotti will continue to 
serve the Board and Association as 
its bookkeeper and will work closely 
with Lara in his position as Treasurer.
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Hume Herd Radio Telemetry Study Progress Report
Tim Kroeker, Associate Wildlife Biologist

Department of Fish and Game

PROJECTS

Introduction

 This report summarizes the 
progress of the Hume Herd Radio 
Telemetry Study from the first cap-
ture effort in February 2007 through 
June 2010. The Hume deer herd is 
located in eastern Fresno and Tulare 
counties. The purpose of the project 
is to capture and outfit adult female 
deer with telemetry collars, including 
those capable of logging GPS data 
points. The data collected from this 
study should help define important 
migration corridors, holding areas 
and other key use areas for the Hume 
deer herd. Further, the study should 
provide information leading to more 
accurate population censuses. 
 Observations of the deer partici-
pating in this study have increased 
our understanding of deer movement 
for this area, including changes in 
the way deer use the Kings River’s 
southern watershed, compared to 
observations from approximately 50 
years ago when habitat and key areas 
for this herd were initially described. 
 The Department’s partners in this 
project are California Deer Associa-
tion which provided funds for GPS 
collars and VHF collars, and the Mule 
Deer Foundation which provided 
funds for VHF fawn collars. 
 Data collected during this study 
is being examined and a complete re-
port defining and describing known 
deer concentration areas as well as 
migration corridors and key winter, 
transitional and fawning/summer 
habitat is being prepared.

Methods
 Clover traps and free-range dart-
ing were the capture methods used. 
The Clover traps we utilized were 
designed to be collapsed on top of 
the captured deer, thus providing a 
greater measure of safety to both the 
deer and DFG staff. The Clover traps 

were open for a total of 143 trap nights 
during the winter and spring of 2007, 
and 45 trap nights in the winter of 
2007-2008. Trap design flaws caused 
some loss of opportunity on part of 
the 143 trap nights. The nature of the 
failures make it difficult to quantify 
how much opportunity was lost. Fail-
ures included trap gates only partially 
closing, allowing deer to escape; birds 
landing on trip lines and rat trap 
trigger device; and hail or heavy rain 
tripping traps. The gates were modi-
fied allowing smoother operations, 
the rat traps were also modified to act 
more reliably as trigger mechanisms. 
No failures were observed during the 
latter 45 trap nights.
 We used Pnue-Dart projectors 
and 2cc darts for chemical restraint. 
Processing included taking a complete 
set of measurements, as well as blood 
samples.

Results
Clover Trapping
 The Clover traps were used in the 
area around Pine Ridge and McKen-
zie Ridge. A total of 10 captures were 
made in Clover traps. Four fawns 
were processed and had ear tags at-
tached before being released as they 
were captured prior to our acquisition 
of fawn collars. One was a recapture 
of an already telemetry-equipped doe. 
Because Clover traps require a consid-
erable amount of time to repair, place 
and monitor, and because they were 
only successful under limited condi-
tions, they were not used for captures 
during the third year of the study.
Free-Range Darting
 Attempts to dart deer were made 
throughout the known and suspected 
winter range of this herd. A total of 
18 captures were made by free-range 
darting. Two of these were recaptures 
to recover collars which failed to de-
ploy on the drop-off date.
Monitoring

 An attempt was made to locate 
the collared does approximately once 
every two weeks post-capture. The 
“store on board” GPS collars were 
programmed to fall off approximate-
ly one year after placement, and 14 
GPS collars have been recovered to 
date.
 None of the telemetry-equipped 
deer died during the study, although 
an ear tag was recovered from a dead 
deer by National Park staff about five 
months after the collar had dropped-
off. Cause of death for that deer was 
believed to be from a vehicle strike, 
but scavenging by a bear had also 
occurred.
 The signals of two collars were 
lost and those collars were not recov-
ered. A third GPS collar was nearly 
lost when the VHF beacon began 
transmitting at a much lower power 
after the drop-off date. When that 
collar was finally located, the trans-
mission distance was only about 100 
yards line of sight. One VHF collar 
fell off a fawn and was recovered.
 Colored ear tags were applied 
to captured deer to allow them to be 
identifiable after the GPS collars fell 
off; fawns which were not equipped 
with telemetry collars were also ear 
tagged. The ear tags have allowed 
monitoring to continue at a lower 

continued on page 20
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CDA Banquets!
Redwood Coast Chapter, 2010
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Decreasing Deer Numbers 
By Jim Lidberg

CDA Project Committee Chairman

Photo by Jeff Dixson

Habitat Happenings

 With the closing day of the 
2010 deer seasons far behind us, 
and many of us saying “Good 
riddance” to them, perhaps it’s 
time to reflect on California’s deer 
situation, and what we as hunters 
and CDA members can do about 
the decreasing deer numbers. All 
our Board members, as well as 
our hardworking Field Directors 
Pat Fitzmorris and Rodney Torres, 
have been asked – some would 
even say badgered – about “what 
the California Deer Association is 
doing about the deer problem in 
California.”
 We all wish that we had some 
magical solution that would in-
stantly turn the sorry state of Cali-
fornia’s deer herds around. The 
fact of the matter, however, is that 
CDA, the California Department 
of Fish and Game, or anybody else 
can’t do much about it in the short 

term, regardless of the rhetoric be-
ing bandied about regarding “solu-
tions” that would instantly create 
more deer for California’s hunters. 
It simply cannot be done.
 There are several long-term ac-
tions that we all can take that can 
make a dramatic difference. Unfor-
tunately, they are not easy, sexy or 
very fulfilling in the short term, but 
if diligently carried out, can make 
things better. They are the ones 
we’ve been preaching about since 
our inception 14 years ago: habitat 
improvement in all its many forms 
– prescribed burns to set back the 
succession stage of decadent brush 
fields, increased logging to open 
up the forest canopy and get more 
sunlight on the ground to benefit 
forbs and shrubs that deer need, 
reduced livestock grazing in moun-
tain meadows and riparian areas 
that deer use for fawning grounds, 

aspen stand improvement by re-
moving competing conifers, and so 
forth.
 All of these measures will 
create positive change, but they 
all have one thing going against 
them – they all take time to be-
come totally effective. What we all 
have to keep in mind is that deer 
herds and habitat quality didn’t 
get to their present dismal state 
in an instant, and they aren’t go-
ing to improve overnight either. I 
state again that there is no magic 
“golden bullet” that will quickly 
turn things around, no matter how 
hard we all wish that we could do 
something like that. Every action 
that has long-term benefits takes 
time to get going and to work.
 Now that I have your atten-
tion, and still hopefully your 
interest, let’s talk about a few 
things that can help us get to our 
long-range goal, which is generat-
ing improved and increasing deer 
herds in California. The first is 
pretty obvious: improve the condi-
tion of the public lands, primarily 
the lands managed by the United 
States Forest Service (USFS), since 
these lands comprise the vast 
majority of deer habitat in Califor-
nia. It’s a sad fact that the DFG has 
total control over deer regulations, 
but virtually no control over the 
habitat that deer need to survive 
and thrive. The Forest Service has 
a longstanding legal requirement 
of “multiple use” for the public 
lands throughout the nation, as 
does the Bureau of Land Manage-
ment (BLM). In many cases, this 
policy has been used to provide 
for special interests of all kinds. 
Unfortunately, deer and deer hunt-
ers have seldom been a real part 
of that mix of “special interests,” 
and that is reflected in how public 
lands are managed.



 The Department of Fish and 
Game published a book titled “A 
Sportsman’s Guide to Improving 
Deer Habitat in California” in 1999 
that lays it out pretty succinctly. 
It states in no uncertain terms that 
we, as deer hunters and sports-
men, need to get involved in the 
political process. As much as we 
may dislike that concept, we must 
do this if we are ever going to get 
a fair share of dollars and manage-
ment interest from the land man-
agement agencies. This includes 
USFS, BLM and DFG land manage-
ment plans. As has been discussed 
in the pages of this magazine 
in the recent past, CDA is very 
actively involved in a project in 
Siskiyou County that involves 
exactly the mix that we’re talking 
about: USFS, BLM, DFG, the Siski-
you County Board of Supervisors, 
the Natural Resource Conservation 
Service, as well as several others. 
 This grass roots consortium 
of organizations and individuals 
is doing the heavy lifting to get 
something positive done for the 
deer herds in Siskiyou County. The 

reason for this particular location 
is that the Siskiyou County Board 
of Supervisors has been actively 
involved in trying to get something 
done for several years, and had 
actually developed a basic action 
plan for the County that they hoped 
would halt and reverse the dra-
matic decline in deer populations 
throughout the Siskiyou County 
area.
 In the next issue of California 
Deer, I will cover some of the actual 
activities that need to take place 
if we are ever to get the deer situ-
ation in California improved. The 
“Sportsman’s Guide” that I men-
tioned earlier is also available for 
download from the DFG’s Website. 
It is in PDF format, so it can be 
viewed on any computer system. 
It is a valuable resource. DFG has 
been discussing revising the book 
soon, since some of the information 
contained in it is dated where infor-
mation about the agencies is con-
cerned. It can be accessed at http://
www.dfg.ca.gov/wildlife/hunting/
deer/sportsmanguide.html.

Photo by John Mc Millan
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Field N
otes

Here We Go!
 
 The 2011 banquet season is here 
and our chapters are feverishly 
preparing and planning upcoming 
events. We are looking forward to the 
continued success of our banquets 
and are extremely appreciative of our 
volunteers. CDA volunteers work 
very hard on planning fundraising 
events and the lion’s share of our 
income comes from banquets. 75% of 
the funds generated at banquets are 
spent on projects that benefit deer 
and other wildlife, so at the next Cali-
fornia Deer Association fundraising 
event you attend, please give thanks 
to that chapter’s committee/mem-
bers. These folks are the backbone of 
our organization! That is what Cali-
fornia Deer Association is all about… 
raising grassroots money to help 
California’s wildlife! Please come and 
join in the fun at your local banquet 
and get involved. I guarantee you 

will have a good time and you will be 
helping to raise vital funds for the con-
servation of California’s deer. Thank 
you for your support and please give 
our volunteers a huge pat on the back! 
They deserve it!
 Deer season has concluded and 
I have talked to many hunters who 
have had good seasons. I have also 
talked to hunters who have had poor 
seasons. I know a lot of deer zones 
are down in deer numbers, however, 
there were some whopper bucks taken 
in some units. I hope you had a good 
deer season and rest assured that CDA 
is trying to help our deer herds in our 
great state. The deer are facing many 
challenges in California, and bringing 
our deer herds back to what they once 
were isn’t going to happen overnight. 
We are in this for the long haul and 
will prevail in bringing our deer herds 
back! 
 I have participated in two pheas-
ant hunts recently and I have had a 
ball! The North Valley Chapter had 
a very successful pheasant hunt for 
youth, women, veterans, and mobility-
impaired veterans. This year 125 
people came out for a great time over 
two days. It was a lot of work coordi-
nating a hunt like that but the chapter 
did an outstanding job and things 
went very smoothly. They stepped 
up the lunch this year to bar-b-qued 
pulled pork sandwiches by Bill Kin-
ney of Wild Bill’s Portable Grill. Shirl 
Pasquale made the fantastic macaroni 
salad. Perry Pasquale again chaired 
the pheasant hunt and did a great job. 
Thank you to everyone who partici-
pated.
 Also, the Chico Chapter had a 
great youth pheasant hunt and I was 
able to take my boys to it. The hunt 
was held at the Clear Creek Sports 
Club outside of Corning and what 

a great time was had by all! Many 
thanks to Andy and Margo Wood, 
and Kurt Steindorf of the Chico 
Chapter, and Brad Henman of Clear 
Creek for making this event run so 
smoothly. Clear Creek is known 
statewide for having the wildest 
pen-raised pheasants around and the 
birds gave the kids a run for their 
money! I mean these birds run, hide, 
and fly like wild birds. It was a great 
time and everyone had so much 
fun. A huge thank you to everyone 
who made this hunt such a success. 
Many of the kids who participated 
had never been exposed to hunting 
and had just gotten their licenses, so 
it was very important to have these 
hunts be fun.
 We are really trying to promote 
CDA and grow as an organization. 
One thing that could really help us 
in 2011 is for our current members to 
help spread the word on what CDA 
is about and what we are trying to 
accomplish. Please tell a friend about 
the California Deer Association and 
drag them to a banquet! Also please 
try to recruit some new members. 
Through habitat projects, California’s 
deer will be the ultimate beneficiary 
from a larger and more prosperous 
organization.
 I want to personally thank you 
all for being a CDA member or vol-
unteer. If you are getting this maga-
zine, you are a member of CDA and 
are important to us. We appreciate 
every one of you for your support 
as we couldn’t accomplish our goals 
without you and your help!
 Best regards and I hope everyone 
had a great holiday season.

Pat Fitzmorris
CDA Field Director

CDA’s

Project 

Committee
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The Hardest Deer Tag to Draw in California
       These lucky hunters drew the 
most difficult deer tag to obtain in 
California for the 2010 season, the G3 
Goodale Late Season Buck hunt.
       Only 35 tags were available for 
this hunt which takes place during 
December in the southeastern Sierras. 
For the 2010 Big Game Drawing 4,512 
hunters applied for the 35 G3 tags. 
Thirty-two of the tags were awarded 
to those applicants with a maximum 
of eight Preference Points of which 
there were 1,046 applicants. The re-
maining three tags went to those who 
beat the most difficult odds for draw-
ing a deer tag in California. A total of 

3,466 hunters were in the 
random drawing for the 
final three tags.
       As you look at the 
photos of just four of the 
lucky tag holders, you 
can see why this is the 
hardest deer tag to draw 
in California. 

Jim Russo took his buck on opening morning. 
It gross scored 170 6/8.

Left below is Dario Leventini.
Below center, Robert Nelson Jr., 
and his son, Brian on the right, 
show off their bucks. Robert’s 
was a 3x3, 26 wide and 20 tall.  
Brian’s was 5x4, 27 wide, 22 
tall. This was Brian’s first buck.
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Rattlesnakes and Sheds
Article and Photos By Ben Nuckolls

 The onset of spring is always one 
of my favorite times of the year. Even 
though California has a mild winter 
compared to most western states, the 
newfound warmth of the sun and 
bright-colored flowers are a welcome 
sight.
 A tradition of mine every spring 
is looking for black-tailed deer shed 
antlers. Bucks usually cast their ant-
lers between January and March, de-
pending on the region in which they 
live. Many variables determine when 
and how they shed: temperature, the 
month in which they were born, and 
their stress level are all determining 
factors that decide when bucks shed 
their antlers.
 In one of my favorite antler hunt-
ing grounds, we had a solid week of 
70-degree temperatures. I had been 
watching a group of bucks in the area 
and knew of a fantastic one which 
I called “Mr. Droptine” because he 
sported a six-inch droptine on his 
right side. I had been filming him 
for more than two years and spent a 
lot of time looking for his sheds but 

always came up empty-handed.
 So I enlisted the help of girl friend 
Donna Richardson. Two pair of eyes 
would be better than one, I insisted. 
She reluctantly agreed to walking 
around in the tall grass and poison 
oak for hours on end. I’m convinced 
only true antler nuts like me find 
enjoyment from this. I told her this 
would be “fun,” so off we went.
 My strategy was to have her flank 
me to my left at a dis-
tance of about 20 yards 
so we could comb the 
area really well. I knew 
Mr. Droptine had shed 
his “royal crown” and 
that the squirrels and 
mice were also in a 
mad race to find the 
sheds first. Antlers are 
a prized edible com-
modity among rodent 
species because of their 
high calcium and min-
eral content.
 We canvassed an 
area that is one of Mr. 
Droptine’s favorite 
hangouts. We were 20 
minutes into our search 
when Donna let out a bloodcurdling 
scream. I looked over and saw her 
frozen in her tracks.
 I thought, “Great! She’s found Mr. 
Droptine’s sheds.”
 I immediately ran over to see how 
big an antler she found. When I got to 
her she was almost catatonic in fear; 
she was standing on a three-foot dia-
mondback rattler! Lucky for her, the 
“buzzworm” was still a little sluggish 

from the morning temperatures and 
wet grass.
 I told her to back off slowly and, 
as she did so, the serpent was still 
stunned. I’m not sure who was more 
surprised, the snake or Donna. This 
was possibly his first outing since be-
ing in hibernation during the winter.
 After that encounter, my shed-
hunting partner wasn’t very excited 
to resume our antler search…  Get-
ting back into the truck and going 

home was more to her liking. But I, 
being stubborn and even a bit selfish, 
talked her into staying longer. After 
about 30 minutes I was able to fulfill 
a two-year quest and found both 
sides of Mr. Droptine’s antlers in 
the tall grass. I felt like Mr. Droptine 
had just rewarded me with my merit 
badge for Easter egg hunting tech-
niques.
 There are two things that are 
certain in springtime… rattlesnakes 
and sheds!
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1-888-499-DEER www.caldeer.org

Come and join in the fun of a local CDA fund-raising banquet. CDA banquets are where you can buy 
exclusive merchandise and have a great time with friends. All the while, you will be raising vital funds for 
California deer conservation and important programs that introduce the outdoors to women and educate 
youth about stewardship of our natural resources.   Here are some of the unique tags that will be 
auctioned off at our upcoming banquets. 



Attention CDA Members!
Share your days afield with other mem-
bers by emailing your photos to Jerry@
WesternHunter.com.

14 California Deer

Members Afield

Joe Everett took this great blacktail buck during the 2009 B1 season. The 
buck scored 148 and had 5-inch eye guards. He dropped the buck at 387 
yards using a 300 WSM Kimber.

On October 23, 2010 at 7:45 a.m. in the Mendocino 
National Forest, Michael Hodge of Guerneville used 
a .25-06 with 100-grain Ballistic Tip bullet to drop 
this 4x4 buck at 110 yards. The B1 Zone buck rough 
scored 133.

Marshall McCoy shot this awesome 8x8 24-inch wide buck in the 
Eastern Sierra during the 2010 season. The rack is tall and heavy 
and both main beams crown in the front to make 3 points, one 
extra point above the G1 on the left that curls forward. The rack 
also has two good cheaters on the right and one on the left.
McCoy says, “Good buck for where I was.” We say a good buck 
for anywhere in California!
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In early August 2010, I hunt-
ed tule elk on the Avenales 
Ranch in Pozo with Gary and 
Ryan Smith.  We took a great 
8x10 bull scoring 333 SCI. 
Great people and a fantastic 
bull.
 
Tom Johnson
The Bone Collector
Hollister, CA

Members Afield

Ron Blankinship shows off his nice 4x4 Tehama County 
buck taken in the 2010 season.

CDA Director Donn Walgamuth collected this excellent buck in 
Northern California while hunting the 2010 season.

Michael Blankinship bagged a wide 3x3 in Tehama County during the 
2010 deer season.

Oscar Ramirez, CDA Director, traveled to Colorado 
for the state’s November deer season. He dropped 

this heavy-bodied mule deer on the morning of 
November 10, 2010.



18 California Deer

Fire as a Training and Management Tool
By Henry Coletto

 In the fall of 2010, the Depart-
ment of Fish and Game and the 
California Deer Association partnered 
with CalFire in rangeland fire train-
ing at the Cañada de los Osos Ecolog-
ical Reserve. The goal was twofold: 
CalFire provided fire training for the 
fire crews, and Cañada de los Osos 
benefited from the burn’s enhance-
ment of grassland areas.
 Fire is one of the oldest manage-
ment tools for rejuvenating wildlife 
habitat. Native Americans used fire in 
the fall of the year, recycling nutri-
ents and giving new life to numerous 
plants that provided cover and high 
nutrition for all types of wildlife.
 More than 40 acres of newly-re-
stored native grassland were burned   
on the Ecological Reserve. This will 
reduce the competition from non-
native herbaceous plants (forbs), and 
will enhance the area for seed surviv-
al of the native grasses. Next spring 
and summer the burn will yield 
nutritional benefits for deer, quail, 
wild turkeys, and many non-game 
mammals and birds.
 CalFire provided professional fire 
crews that put in black-lines around 
the area to be burned so the fire 
would not escape from the burn plan 

area. CDA and the DFG want to 
thank battalion chief Mike van 
Loben Sels for providing the 
resources to make this operation 
safe and to meet the goals of the 
planned burn. A special thanks 
to fire captains Keith Swope, 
Matt Milojevich, and Joey Felix 
for organizing the crews and the 
fire plans. Thanks also to all the 

ground crews that participated in the 
operation.
 The native grasses that were 
planted in the area are perennials, 
which means they will continue to 
grow and produce seeds for new 
plants, and live throughout the year. 
Most grasses found throughout Cali-
fornia are non-native annuals intro-
duced from Europe by early settlers 
as they brought their livestock and 
feed. The annual grasses die in the 
dry season, and provide little nutri-
tion after the plants dry out and the 
seeds drop. By the late 1800s, most 
native grasses were reduced or elimi-
nated from the landscape because 
of agriculture, development, and 
competition with the non-natives. 
Farming native grasses has become a 

Fire crews working on native grass burn.

Fire Captain Keith Swope going over burn plan.

Fire crews putting a black-line to control the burn area.
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Fire Captain Matt Milojevich uses a drip 
torch to start the burn.

valid business, and many con-
servation agencies and private 
landowners are trying their hand 
at bringing back the native stands 
in many parts of the state. Ca-
ñada de los Osos has a good start 
with the planting of 40 acres, and 
there are many other small stands 
of native grasses throughout the 
reserve.

Youth Hunts
 The Department of Fish and 
Game provides a 
variety of youth 
hunts throughout 
our state. Providing 
these opportuni-
ties gives youth a 
greater appreciation 
of the outdoors. 
Spending time in 
the woods sharp-
ens your senses 
of sight, hearing, 
and smell. Spot-
ting and hearing a 
squirrel in a tree, a 
tarantula moving 
across the land, a 
quail calling out for a mate, or a hawk 
flying overhead hunting for its next 
meal increases our awareness of our 
surroundings. We’ve all experienced 
these things while hunting, and they 
make the hunting trips more memo-
rable.  
 Alex Bristol took his first buck as 

a junior hunter on the Cañada de los 
Osos Ecological Reserve 
in 2010. Alex wrote about 
his day in the woods:
 “This was my first 
deer hunt that was given 
to me by my dad. On the 
hunt we chased a couple 
of bucks but had no luck. 
I saw plenty of boar and 
turkey but bucks were 
not seen. When all hope 
was lost, we started 
to head back. Lee, our 
guide, spotted a mon-
ster buck. Scoping in at 
the buck, I felt nervous 

and waited until I had a 
perfect shot. The deer dropped on 
the spot and I had my first buck. I 
want to thank my dad, Henry, Lee, 
and God for an awesome hunt, great 
guides, and a wonderful opportunity 
to take such a beautiful deer.”

Henry Coletto
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First Hunting Seasoni

 Growing up, I have watched my 
grandpa, Les Doll, pack his bags and 
go on hunting trips all around the 
world. He has returned with stories 
of Africa, Louisiana for gator, and 
hunting for antelope, elk, moose, 
bear, whitetail, mulies and Coues 
deer. He always promised me that 
when I was old enough, he would 
take me along with him. I couldn’t 
wait!
 I finally turned 12 this year and 
have gone on two great hunting 
adventures with my grandpa and 
some of his friends. First, he took me 
to a Hunter Education class held by 
the California Deer Association. He 
helped me study the book and spent 
the whole class making sure I was 
paying “proper attention.” Next he 
signed me up for a shooting class that 
taught me how to handle guns and to 
shoot and hit a target.
 In mid-January of this year, I 
was lucky enough to go on a junior 
hunt on Santa Rosa Island, thanks 
to Multiple Use Managers and 
the Vail & Vickers families, and 
with the help of Andy and Margo 
Wood, and Grandpa too, of course. 
The first morning out, we spotted 
some bucks on a hillside and I got 
onto my belly and found the big-
gest one in my scope. Both of my 
guides were whispering, “Wait, 
don’t shoot!” Then Andy said, 
“He’s too big, he’s a 4x4.” I had to 
just sit there and watch him go up 
and over the hill.
 Later that morning we spotted 

a buck and we decided to sneak 
up on him to get closer. I shot but 
he just kept going. Everyone told 
me we would find him again. 
Chuck, one of my guides, spot-
ted the buck’s face looking up 
at us out of a deep gulley. We 
pretended not to see him until we 
got to a place where I could take 
a shot. I did and he dropped. He 
was a nice 3x2 buck that still had 
his velvet and winter coat. I think 
that my grandpa was as happy 
as I was when we finally had my 
first deer in the truck.

 August 2010, my grandpa and 
a friend of his, Lance Whitttaker, 
took me to Orvada, Nevada on my 
first antelope hunt. We rode quads 
on this hunt as we searched for the 
perfect antelope. It took a couple days 
because every one we found seemed 
to be too far away or ran too far away 
when they saw us. Finally we spotted 
a good one. We hiked to within about 
150 yards from him and I got my gun 
up on its rest. Then we realized that 
the sagebrush was too tall. I couldn’t 
stand up to take the shot because we 
were scared that he would run away 
if he saw me. I used the top of Lance’s 
back as a rest. After I shot, I thought 
I had missed. Within a few seconds, 
though, he fell to the ground. I hit 
him in the lungs. His horns were 13.5 
inches with 5-inch diggers.
 Thanks to everyone, I hope to be 
hunting for many years to come. I 
can’t wait for the next hunting trip.

 Nathan French

level.  Several of these deer have 
been observed during winter and 
spring deer herd composition sur-
veys.

Preliminary Results
 Attempts were made to capture 
deer throughout the accessible por-
tions of historically identified winter 
and transitional range. Concentra-
tions of deer varied from historic 
observations. Most captures took 
place where deer were more heav-
ily concentrated on winter range. A 
total of 21 deer were equipped with 
collars, 16 GPS collars and six VHF 
collars were placed on deer, includ-
ing on one deer which was recap-
tured to remove its GPS collar.
 The capture location map indi-
cates where successful captures took 
place. In some cases, dots indicating 
captures overlap or indicate the lo-
cale of multiple captures. Deer were 
observed in very low numbers in 
some areas which were historically 
considered important wintering 
areas but captures there were not 
successful.
 Data from project telemetry 
collars indicate that there is some 
overlap in summer and winter 
range. Deer also migrated along 
previously unidentified corridors. 
Nonmigratory deer were captured 
throughout much of the Hume deer 
herd’s historic winter range. All deer 
captured west of White Deer Saddle 
migrated north of the Kings River 
for the summer.

Recommendations
 Capturing deer on the summer 
range of this herd should be done 
to fill in gaps in our telemetry data. 
Deer captured on the summer range 
could help delineate undiscovered 
migration routes and wintering ar-
eas in habitats which are not acces-
sible either due to private property 
constraints or weather-dependent 
road access.

 continued from page 8

Your Hunting Friends
Should Join CDA

Tell Them!
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Sacramento
Jan. 20 - 23

Cal Expo

Sacramento

®
California’s Largest

Hunting &

Sportsman Show

• Shooting Gear
• Sporting Dogs
• Decoys & Calls
• Outdoor Clubs
• Guides & Outfitters
• Lodges & Resorts
• Outdoor Apparel

• Wildlife Art
• Electronics
• ATVs, RVs, Campers
• Books, DVDs
• Cabin furnishings
• Fishing Tackle
• Sportfishing Boats

For information on exhibiting with ISE,
call 800-545-6100SportsExpos.com

Seminars & More at...

Research,Try & Buy
• NEW: Hollywood Guns Museum Display (NRA)
• NEW: Seminars by Cam Hanes & Guy Eastman
• NEW: Special appearance by Jim Burnworth
• NEW: RMEF Great Elk Display
• NEW: Eastmans’ Hunting Journals Trophy Deer
• NEW: Hog-butchering clinic with Hank Shaw

NEW Show Features

“ISE” to 91011 for
your chance

to WIN
a pair of tickets

to the show!
Standard texting rates apply

Text

What Are The Odds?

       Wonder what your chances were 
in last year’s 2010 Big Game draw-
ing for getting a deer tag?
       OK, here’s some information. 
First let’s list the hunts that had 
more applications than tags.
      All the special G hunts, G1 

through G39, with the exception of 
G38 Late Season in X10.
      All the Apprentice (Junior) J1 
through J21 hunts, with the exception 
of J16 Buck Mountain/Nevada City.
      All the Archery A hunts in both 
the X Zones and Special Archery 

hunts, with the exception of A15 in 
Zone X8.
      All the M1 through M11 Muzzle-
loader hunts.
       All the X Zone hunts, with the 
exception of X10.
       New this year in the drawing 
were zones D12 and D17. D12 had 
950 tags and 881 hunters applied. D17 
had 500 tags and 621 hunters applied.
       If you had maximum Preference 
Points for the Draw (8 points), what  
hunts were you not guaranteed to 
draw a tag? The following six hunts 
below:
G3 Goodale
G37 Anderson Flat
G39 Round Valley Late Season
M3 Doyle Muzzleloader
M9 Devil’s Garden Muzzleloader
M11 Northwestern CA Muzzleloader
       If the maximum Preference Point 
hunters apply for these same six 
hard-to-draw hunts in 2011, there will 
still be no guarantee of a tag for any 
of them again.
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A New Partnership for Cañada de los Osos
By Henry Coletto

 A new partnership got underway 
at Cañada de los Osos. Rey Morales, 
instructor in Biological Sciences at Gavi-
lan College, and his students put in a 
long weekend planting trees and shrubs 
along CDLO Creek. A second group of 
students removed an old cross fence, 
allowing easier movement for wildlife 
from oak woodland to 45 acres of new 
native grasses. During a long lunch 
break, students took time for a walk, 
learning about the reserve and some 
of the wildlife found on it. Deer, wild 
turkeys, and a three-foot gopher snake 
were some of the wildlife spotted.
 On the second day, students worked 
on three erosion areas. A $2,300 grant 
was awarded to CDLO Ecological Re-
serve from the Loma Prieta Soil District. 
The funds were used for bulldozer work 
to fill in eroded areas and contour the 
landscape. Seed and matting to stabi-
lize the areas were also purchased with 
the grant money. The Gavilan College 
biology class completed the seeding and 
placement of the erosion control mat-
ting. CDA wants to thank the Loma Pri-
eta Board for their continued support, 
providing funds for this erosion repair 
project. Thank you also to all the CDA 
volunteers and students from Gavilan 
College for all their hard work on these 
projects.

CDA volunteers and students removing interior fence.

“Junior” Moretti filling eroding area and contouring the landscape.

Gavilan College students laying down matting and seeding the area for erosion control.

Gavilan College students planting new trees along Cañada de los Osos Creek.
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NEW ZEALAND
NEW ZEALAND

Sponsor of California Deer Association

Book now for next season!
(March-July)

Outfitter: Neil Mercer
Phone: 011 646 376 7035  
Email: neil@kanuka.co.nz 
www.kanuka.co.nz

Providing Red Stag hunts since 1999 with 100% success

CDA hunters from 2010:



Membership Drive

Join Today!
If you are a deer enthusiast, this could be the best $30 that you have 

ever spent. The deer of California need your support! 

Membership Application 
California Deer Association

CHAPTER:___________________________________ DATE:____________________

NAME:________________________________________________________________
 
ADDRESS:_____________________________________________________________

CITY:________________________________ STATE:____________ ZIP:____________

COUNTY:_______________________________________________

PHONE - WORK:_________________________ HOME:______________________

 	 qVISA  qMASTERCARD qCHECK ENCLOSED

CARD # ______________________________CID#________ EXP. DATE __________

SIGNATURE ___________________________________ DATE __________________

MEMBERSHIP FEES     qMEMBERSHIP RENEWAL #________________
q$30 Full Membership: One year, decal & newsletter 
q$5 Junior Membership: Same as full membership 
q$1,000 Life Membership: Installment option $250 per year.
q$500 Corporate Sponsorship: Per year.
Mail To: California Deer Association, 820 Park Row, PMB 671, Salinas, CA 93901-2406

California Deer Association
820 Park Row, PMB 671
Salinas, CA  93901-2406
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