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CDA President’s Message

Some Big Shoes To Fill

Winter conditions can be tough 
on bucks like this one after 

the rut. Good winter range habitat 
is important for the survival of this 
buck and all our deer herds.

 Photograph by Jeff Dixson.
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 I don’t know what size Andy 
Wood’s feet are, but as I assume the 
presidency of the California Deer 
Association, I know that I have some 
BIG shoes to fill.
 This soft-spoken man dedicated 
himself completely to the success of 
this organization. His commitment 
and tireless support of our mission 
is his legacy, and he will be a tough 
act to follow. Thank you Andy and 
Margo for all you have done, and will 
do in the future. Enjoy your break 
from being the president. I know 
that you are just a phone call or short 
drive away if we need you.
 After many years of involve-
ment in fundraising for conservation 
organizations, I found myself disil-
lusioned. It was hard to know where 
the money was going. Why were the 
administrative costs of the organiza-
tions more than the amount being 
spent on habitat projects? Who were 
the leaders of the organization and 
what were they doing to support the 
volunteers? With all of the fundrais-
ing efforts, why didn’t it appear that 
anything positive was being accom-
plished?
 Then my local committee be-
came a CDA chapter and I knew we 
had found the right organization to 
support. Its mission was clear. Its 
direction was clear. The leaders of the 
organization were available and ac-

cessible, and always willing to assist. 
The funds were being spent in Califor-
nia for projects that I could see would 
help the deer population.  
 The volunteer members of the lo-
cal chapters are the key to the success 
of the organization. If any of our vol-
unteers feel the way that I used to feel, 
I would encourage them to participate 
in one of the many projects CDA has 
undertaken. There is no greater feeling 
than seeing the look on parents’ faces 
as they watch their terminally ill child 
bag their first animal. Partnership is 
epitomized when you see representa-
tives from six different organizations 
working together to plant brush in a 
remote area. If you wonder what CDA 
is really doing for deer in California, I 
invite you to come on out to a project 
and get your hands dirty.  
 2009 will present CDA with new 
challenges. Changes in political lead-
ership may have a trickle-down effect 
on our partnerships with government 
agencies. A failing economy may im-
pact our fundraising efforts during the 
upcoming banquet season. Your Board 
of Directors, Field Director and I are 
committed to the continued success of 
the California Deer Association and 
working toward the betterment of the 
California deer habitats and herds in 
our state.

Matt Rogers 
President
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2009 CDA Banquet Schedule
RUN, Don’t Walk, to a CDA Banquet!

Chapter    Date  Location   Contact  Telephone
Santa Rosa    January 10 Sonoma County Fairgrounds Randy Morrison (707) 823-2707
Redding     January 17 Redding Convention Center Jeff Schuler  (530) 510-8918
North Valley (Colusa)    February 13 Colusa County Fairgrounds Larry Crabtree  (530) 671-2959
Woodland    February 20 Elks Club   Dan Parcell  (530) 668-4418
Gridley     March 7 Butte County Fairgrounds Perry Roles  (530) 882-4391
Kern River Valley    March 7 Kern River Valley Sr. Center Bill Stonebarger  (760) 379-2804
Tulelake/Butte Valley   March 14 Tulelake-Butte Valley Fairgrds  Heath Wright  (530) 567-5774 
Chico     March 21 Elks Lodge - Manzanita Hall Andy Wood  (530) 343-9514
San Jose    March 21 San Jose Wyndham Hotel Bill Otto  (408) 723-3588
Mt. St. Helena (Calistoga)  March 28 Napa County Fairgrounds Jack Geary  (707) 942-6817
Central Coast    April 4 Paso Robles Fairgrounds Ryan Smith  (805) 461-3942
Southern California   April 4 National Orange Show  Glenn Tessers  (310) 973-8148
Bakersfield    April 18 Kern County Fairgrounds Gene Darter  (661) 201-5328
Salinas Valley    April 25 Salinas Elks Lodge  Clem Albertoni  (831) 678-3297
Central Valley (Clovis)   May 2  Veterans Memorial Hall  Jerry Dunlap  (559) 974-4953
Exeter     May 7  Exeter Veterans Memorial Bldg Ed Reynoso  (559) 679-8463
Corning (sporting clays)   May 16 Rolling Hills Casino  Ben Myhre  (530) 824-4902
Westside (Gustine)   May 16 Gustine Community Center Rodney Torres  (209) 769-1088
Eastern Sierra (Bishop)   June 20 Tri-County Fairgrounds  Doug Brown  (760) 873-7205
Western Sierra (Sonora)   July 25  Sonora Elks Lodge  Ron Colombani  (209) 533-2106
Sacramento    TBD  Saint Ignatius Parish Center Oscar Ramirez  (916) 688-8469

Win a Rifle,  Buy a Hunt,  Help California Deer!

Photo by Jerry Springer
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CDA Helps to Expand
Big Chico Creek Ecological Reserve

PROJECTS

 The California Deer Association 
and the Big Chico Creek Ecological 
Reserve (BCCER) are working togeth-
er to purchase three parcels of land 
that total 320 acres. The purchase will 
expand the 4000-acre BCCER and 
protect habitat that could otherwise 
be developed. Those of you who have 
hunted deer, turkey or quail on the 
BCCER, know the property provides 
a unique opportunity for hunters 
and wildlife enthusiasts in the North 
State. These new properties, cur-
rently owned by the Bureau of Land 
Management, will be purchased and 
added to the BCCER hunt program.
 Jeff Mott, Director of Ecological 
Reserves for CSU, Chico, said these 
properties are important because they 
contain unique habitats that we cur-
rently don’t have. One parcel contains 

some of the lowest-elevation ponde-
rosa pine stands in the area. In addi-
tion, Mott states that the opportunities 
for vegetation management projects 
to enhance wildlife habitat are great. 
Some people ask why buying public 
property from BLM, already accessible 
to hunters, is important. Mott states 
that it would be a shame for these par-
cels to get developed, where houses 
built adjacent to the BCCER would 
put pressure on the ecological reserve 
and the existing hunt program. We 
are all too familiar with the scenario 
of mixing urban landscape and rural 
activities, and we know that the urban 
interests usually win.
 Andy Wood, past president of 
CDA, said we have a unique opportu-
nity to purchase 320 acres from BLM 
and make sure the property is pro-

tected in perpetuity. The CDA Board 
met recently and agreed to fund the 
appraisal of the parcels which will be 
paid from the land acquisition and 
conservation easement fund. Once 
the appraisal is complete, Jeff Mott 
will be contacting agencies and foun-
dations to make the purchase. Mott 
said we are currently in a time when 
land prices are relatively low, and the 
BLM is interested in selling some of 
their smaller holdings. When the ap-
praisal is completed the purchase will 
move forward. If everything goes as 
planned, the additional 320 acres will 
be available to deer and turkey hunt-
ers next season through the BCCER 
hunt program. For more information 
on the hunt program, please refer to 
the CDA website, www.CalDeer.org.
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Continuing the Tradition
How do we continue the 
tradition of deer hunt-
ing? CDA’s Sharing 
the Tradition junior 
antlerless deer hunts 
on Tejon Ranch each 
year are one of the 
ways. Pictured 
here are two past 
participants who 
continued the 
tradition in 2008. 
Kyle Beards-
ley (left) and 
Tyler Hughes 
took their 
first deer on 
Sharing the 
Tradition hunts 
in 2007 and 2006 respectively.
These photos show both juniors 

continuing the tradition in 2008 as 
they took their first bucks. Beardsley was drawn for 
the Canada de los Osos buck hunt and Hughes was 
drawn for the J-15 Anderson Flat hunt.
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Members Afield

Past CDA President 
Andy Wood waited 

until the last hour of 
the last day of his hunt 

on Santa Rosa Island 
before dropping this 

31-inch 6x8. His buck 
scored 193 5/8 SCI.

Share Your Photos 
Had a great day afield?

Email or mail your photos to:
Jerry@WesternHunter.com

or
Members Afield 
P.O. Box 7708 

Stockton, CA 95267

Brian Azevedo is all smiles as 
he shows off his biggest blacktail 
ever taken (or seen). Azevedo 
put his buck on the ground on 
opening day of the 2008 B-Zone 
season with a 385-yard shot 
from his .270. It was 3:30 in the 
afternoon when the 4x4 made 
the mistake of going for an after-
noon snack under an oak tree.

Correction!!!
 

In our last issue of California Deer 
we made a mistake and identified the 
hunter in the picture to the right as 

Dennis Mauch. The lucky hunter 
is actually Tim Hanna who was 

accompanied on his hunt by Mauch. 
Hanna took this 27-inch 4x4 mule 

deer buck during the 2007 season in 
northeastern California.
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My First Deer,
An Old Buck
By Stacy Chapman

 
 In 2006, at CDA’s Southern 
California Chapter Banquet, I was 
the lucky winner in the general raffle 
of a Winchester 25 WSSM rifle with 
a camo stock. My thank-you letter to 
CDA was printed in the next publica-
tion of California Deer that year (Sum-
mer 2006 issue). It was my dream to 
begin hunting with my husband and 
take my first deer with that rifle.  
  It has been three seasons of hard 
work, hours at the range, time scout-
ing and preparation for the day when 
my perseverance would meet oppor-
tunity. Saturday, October 4, 2008 was 
that day for me.  
  Kurt (my husband and CDA 
member), his dad and I headed 
out to a spot in the Southern Sierra 
Mountains where we had seen the 
big bucks. It would take a lot of leg 
work on our part. The deer were not 
in the mood to be found, but I was 
in the mood to go find them. It was 

not the perfect day for hunting. There 
was little visibility, rain, low clouds 
and fog. Bummer! But, I wasn’t there 
to complain. I was there to hunt and 
hunt we did. Just after sunup we got 
out of the truck and took off on a mon-
ster hike. Kurt’s dad headed up the 
ridge. We headed down, way down!  
  Around 11 a.m., I was beginning 
to think this might not be the day. As 
we tell our own kids, “NEVER GIVE 
UP!,”  that we DID NOT DO. As we 
headed back to the truck, Kurt spot-
ted them. Three bucks – a forky, a 3x3, 
and a 3x2. The forky passed by first 
and Kurt said, “Not the forky. Wait!”  
 Next the 3x2 walked out at 100 
yards. I had him in my scope.  Boom! 
My shot rang out, hit and dropped 
him. He never got up. I had taken 
him with one shot! My Winchester 25 
WSSM and I had done it! I can’t tell 
you how excited I was! This is a dream 
come true!
  He was a large-bodied deer. When 
we inspected him up close, we real-
ized he was an old deer. He had silver 
fur, junky eye guards, a Roman nose, 
teeth worn down, and big dewclaws. 

He was past his prime, the perfect 
buck to take. This old buck gave his 
life just as hunting for me is begin-
ning. This was a spiritual experience 
for me on many levels. Sharing this 
experience with my husband and 
father-in-law made me feel even more 
blessed and thankful. I just wanted to 
share this amazing experience with 
all of you. I also wanted to thank the 
CDA again for the opportunity that 
winning this rifle provided me and 
my family. I hope to have many more 
of these experiences in the future. 
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CDA Banquets
Sacramento Chapter Continues Youth Program at Annual Fundraising Banquet

Sacramento Chapter Chair Oscar Ramirez encourages the crowd to bid high for 
both our deer herds and the chapter’s Youth Hunting Heritage Program.

     The Sacramento Chapter held its 
7th Annual Fundraising Banquet 
in July 2008, featuring fun, frivolity 
and lots of cool raffle prizes. For the 
first time in several years, Chef Felix 
Ramirez, Sacramento Chapter Chair 
Oscar Ramirez’s father, provided 
catering services with an all-you-
can-eat carnitas Mexican dinner. As 
an added treat, Delicia Cole, wife of 
Merchandise Chair, Richard Cole, 
baked a custom CDA logo cake for all 
to enjoy for dessert.
     For the fourth year in a row, the 
chapter continued its Youth Hunt-
ing Heritage Program. The program 
is just like it sounds – encouraging 
youth to be active in outdoor activi-
ties, with a focus on hunting.

      The Youth Hunting Heritage Pro-
gram passes our love of the outdoors, 
including camping, fishing, shooting, 
and hunting, to our younger genera-
tion. Several years ago, Sacramento 
Chapter member Frank Machado 
placed seed money and donated 
outdoor gear and rifles from his own 
collection to provide for the auction, 
raffle, and giveaway to youngsters 
attending the banquets. You, too, can 
join other sponsors in 2009 by con-
tacting Oscar Ramirez, Sacramento 
Chapter Chair, to contribute to the 
continued success of this program.
     Building on the success, the 
18-and-under crowd increased to 44 
in 2008 – a new high. All went home 
with free raffle prizes and, as usual, 
the Chapter once again gave away 
age-appropriate “top prizes,” includ-
ing a .243 youth rifle for the 12-17 age 
bracket, a high-powered .177-caliber 
pellet rifle with scope for the 9-11
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CDA Banquets
Sacramento Chapter Continues Youth Program at Annual Fundraising Banquet

crowd, and finally a Fred Bear Ar-
chery Set for the mighty-mite-size 
kids from 3-8 years old.

 

     
     The Chapter used its youth project 
money to partner with Yolo County 
Pheasants Forever to sponsor a youth 
hunt. The Sacramento Chapter spon-
sors up to 20 junior hunters to hunt 
on a private reserve, accompanied by 
CDA chaperones and Pheasants

Forever members, to take up to three 
pheasants each. The day also features 
trapshooting, lunch, a raffle prize for 
all, and a grand prize raffle of a shot-
gun to one young participant. The 
hunt will take place this January.
     Please join us for more fun in 2009!

Chapter’s Youth Heritage Hunt
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 With this issue, we are start-
ing a new feature in the California 
Deer Association newsletter. This 
is the initial installment of what we 
plan will be an interesting mix of 
habitat-related issues: information on 
important habitat components such 
as widespread plants important to 
deer, information on pressing items 
that may affect deer management in 
California, and other items of interest 
to our members and readers.
 We want this feature to be a 
place where California Deer readers 
can get information to increase their 
knowledge about deer and deer 
habitat, items of interest about dif-
ferent agencies’ activities that affect 
deer habitat, and how readers can 
become more active in the struggle 
to improve and protect deer habitat 
in California. We also want to start 
a more-or-less interactive way for 
members to communicate with the 
Project Committee, to ask questions 
about habitat issues or any other 
related questions. It is our hope that 
this column will generate significant 
questions of interest to our readers 
which I will answer in upcoming 
California Deer issues. With all that 

out of the way, let’s get on with the 
column…
 The first item I’d like to discuss 
is one of the most important deer for-
age plants in the Sierra Nevada and 
Cascade ranges. Actually, there are 
two plants that are separated pretty 
much only by elevation. The first is 
Ceanothus cuneatus and the second is 
Ceanothus cordulatus. Both plants are 
commonly called buckbrush, deer-

brush, mountain whitethorn, snow-
bush and several other names. The 
more accepted names are wedgeleaf 
ceanothus for C. cuneatus and moun-
tain whitethorn for C. cordulatus, so 
that’s how we’ll handle them here.
 Wedgeleaf ceanothus is the 
more widely distributed of the two, 
occurring in the lower-elevation, 
west-facing foothills of both ranges. 
Elevations range from a few hundred 
feet to around 4,000 feet. Mountain 
whitethorn is generally found at 
3,500 feet and above. Growth hab-
its are somewhat different, with 
wedgeleaf ceanothus being the more 
upright growing, with long leaders 
and a more open crown. Mountain 
whitethorn tends to be shorter, 
more compact and with shorter 
leaders. Both plants have relatively 
small, grayish-green leaves with 
light-colored bark and long, sharp 
spines. 
 These differences are somewhat 
insignificant from a practical stand-
point. Both are equally important to 
deer. These species are rated in the 
top five forage plants in nearly every 
deer herd plan that includes their 
range. In many cases, they are either 
number one or two. One of the main 
threats to their continued impor-
tance to deer is the lack of fire on the 
landscape (it sounds really strange to 

Above is a close-up photo of mountain whitethorn, while the photo below is the same plant but 
pictured farther back. This plant is one of the most important deer forage plants in the Sierra 
Nevada and Cascade ranges.

Habitat Happenings
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be saying this with all the fires that 
have occurred in Northern Califor-
nia in the past couple of years, but 
it’s still true) and the limited level of 
logging that has been occurring for 
the past several years. The fire factor 
is very important since ceanothus 
as a species are prolific seeders, and 
have very long-lived seeds, but they 
require “scarification,” or a treat-
ment to break down the hard seed 
coat to allow the seeds to germinate. 
Fire is the most common method 
of scarification, and is the only one 
available on a large scale in the for-
est. As a result, young ceanothus 
plants are in fairly short supply in 
most areas. Limited logging has 
resulted in a forest that is quite 
shady, with a canopy closure of 40% 
or more in many areas. This severely 
limits the distribution of ceanothus, 
since the plants are adapted to an 
early- to mid-seral stage of succes-
sion. We’ll discuss seral stages in 
another column very soon, but it 
must be noted that closed-canopy 
forests are not conducive to good 
deer habitat.
 Another factor that’s affecting 
ceanothus is the age of the stands. 
Most ceanothus species have rough-
ly a 60-year life span, and start into 
a gradual decline at about 50 years. 
The peak of recent logging was in 
the 1940s, ’50s and ’60s. In the early 
’60s, California’s deer herds were 
about at their peak, starting into 
a gradual decline after that. This 
coincides pretty closely with the life 
span of ceanothus, which means 
that we are going to continue to lose 
ceanothus, or at least its vigor, until 
we get back to a time when deer 
habitat, as well as habitat for many 
other species that require the same 
early- or mid-seral stage habitat, is 
of higher priority in forestland man-
agement.
 As a last point, please feel free to 
email me with your comments and/
or questions for future columns. I 
may not be able to answer all, but 
I’ll try to get to those that will apply 
to the widest interest of our mem-
bers. You may email me at jlidberg@
caldeer.org.

Jim Lidberg
CDA Project Committee Chairman

Hallelujah Junction Bitterbrush Planting
On November 
22, members 
of the Gridley 
CDA Chapter 
and other CDA 
members met 
in northeastern 
California at 
the Hallelujah 
Junction Wildlife 
Area near the 
Nevada border 
to help restore 
part of the 3,800 

acres which burned 
in July 2007. This is 
critical winter range 
for the Loyalton-
Truckee deer herd 
(X7a). With the ever-
increasing develop-
ment on the Nevada 
portion of the herd’s 
range, this loss was 
very significant. As 
you can see from 

the photos, this 
habitat was to-
tally destroyed. 
DFG reseeded 
about 500 acres 
with a native 
seed mix and 
1,300 seedlings 
were planted to 
give a jumpstart 
to the restora-
tion. The top 
photo shows the 
CDA volunteers 
gathering before 

the work started. Second 
and third photos show 
volunteers spreading 
out to plant bitterbrush. 
Finally, the last photo 
shows the crew breaking 
for lunch.

Photos by Jim Lidberg



Huntin’ with Henry
By Margo Wood
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Donor Hunt

Henry (center), takes a blood sample as 
Brandon (left) and Tom look on.

      I may be a little off base according 
to my husband Andy, but the ca-
dence of a good auctioneer calling out 
numbers in rapid succession is one 
of those sounds that to me compares 
favorably to a favorite song heard 
on the radio. It makes me smile! In 
my youth an auction determined the 
amount of ranch operating money 
that was going to be available from 
the fall sale of the “weaner” calves.
Most of the time nowadays it re-
lates to the funds being raised by 
California Deer Association chapters 
to improve wildlife habitat here in 
California.
 May 2008 found us attending the 
banquet of CDA’s San Jose Chapter, 
one of the founding chapters of the 
California Deer Association. We were 
both involved in the auction – Andy 
was standing at the front, next to the 
auctioneer’s podium, as a “spotter” 
and I was in my favorite place, dead-
center back where I could get the 
full effect of the sound system and 
observe the action of waving hands 
while the bidding was taking place. 
The California Department of Fish 
and Game (DFG) had contributed an 
extra youth hunt on the Canada de 
los Osos Preserve, and Henry Coletto 
had agreed to personally guide the 
fortunate bidder.
 Since all three of our sons are of 

voting age and be-
yond and our only 
grandchild just out 
of diapers, imagine 
my surprise to see 
my husband filling 
out the paperwork 
after the auctioneer 
had knocked down 
this junior hunt to 
him.   
      The first time 
I met Henry 
Coletto, it was a 
hot, dry summer day several years 
ago at the Rooster Comb Ranch that 
lays adjacent to the Henry Coe State 
Park. I was invited to the California 
Deer Association’s Board of Director’s 
meeting held at the ranch in the hills 
above the Pacheco Pass in southern 
Santa Clara Valley. Henry arrived in 
a cloud of dust and with his bound-
less enthusiasm, laid out a plan for 
CDA to cooperate with the DFG in 
managing the Stevenson Ranch. DFG 
wanted to purchase the property but 
had no way to run it and Henry was 
ready, willing, and able to fill the void. 
After securing approval from the CDA 
Board, he waded in with both feet and 
worked tirelessly to make the deal 
happen. (Anyone who has dealt with 
government agencies has an idea just 
what that entails.)

    Henry’s proposal to the 
CDA Board and the DFG 
was that the property 
should be managed as an 
educational resource in 
the Gilroy area, providing 
hunting opportunities to 
the youth of California. 
After a name change 
to Canada de los Osos 
(Valley of the Bear), DFG 
and the California Deer 
Association now use the 
property to provide guid-
ed turkey, upland bird, 
pig and deer hunts to 
youth around the state on 

a draw basis, as well as giving youth 

in the area a place to use “hands-on” 
techniques of wildlife management. 
A group of volunteers, mostly from 
the San Jose Chapter, has become the 
mainstay of the reserve’s operation. 
Please go to the website www.CalDeer.
org and take a look at the letters and news 
article on the 2008 youth deer hunt held 
at Canada de los Osos. 
     The five youth who had been 
drawn in the DFG public drawing 
had already taken their bucks on the 
opening weekend. The junior hunt 
Andy purchased at the banquet was 
scheduled for the last weekend of the 
A-Zone season so we would have 
Henry’s undivided attention. We 
had a youth who met all the require-
ments… Brandon Williams is the 
14-year-old son of longtime friend 
Tom Williams and was excited about 
the opportunity. Saturday morning 
found us sniffing the garlic fields as 
we headed into the hills above Gilroy. 
A mist topped the hills and spilled 
down their sides into the valleys to 
lay like a gray blanket over the land-
scape. Very pretty but it put a little 
damper on the hunting as our vision 
became restricted to the space just in 
front of our noses. As the morning 
warmed, the mist lifted to allow us to 
glass the oak-studded hills. It didn’t 
take long to spot a buck snoozing 
under a tree in the shade. Henry, 
Andy, Tom and Brandon had ample 
opportunity to discuss their options 

Andy Wood (left), Brandon and Tom Williams 
with Brandon’s buck.



Jump on Board!

 The 2009 Banquet Season is upon 
us and excitement is building!  We 
are looking forward to the contin-
ued success of our banquets. After 
all, the lion’s share of our income 
comes from banquets and 75% of 
these funds are spent on projects that 
benefit deer and other wildlife. That 
is what the California Deer Associa-
tion is all about – raising money to 
help California’s wildlife! We pride 
ourselves on having interesting, fun, 
and successful dinner banquets and 
spending the monies wisely “on the 
ground.”     
 We are very proud of CDA’s ac-
complishments and since its found-
ing in 1996, we have raised over 
$2,000,000 to fund more than 250 
projects in the state. These projects 
are primarily habitat improvements 
to increase deer herd health, al-
though we also fund deer research, 
land acquisitions and conservation 
easements where appropriate, and 
public education and youth projects.
 In addition, we are working 
with the California Department of 
Fish and Game on Hunter Education 
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Field Notes

Good hunting! 
Pat Fitzmorris, CDA Field Director

Classes, specialty events, and youth 
hunts to pass on our hunting tradi-
tions. We are proud of the commit-
ment we have made to involve our 
youth in learning about conservation 
and hunting. Passing on our outdoor 
heritage is an important component of 
sustaining our sport and conserving 
wildlife habitat.  
 We depend on volunteers and 
our chapters to raise money for deer 
conservation and many of our local 
chapters are completing wildlife 
habitat projects in their areas to benefit 
their local deer herds.
 Please consider getting involved 
in this important endeavor as Cali-
fornia’s deer herds need our help. 
It is very rewarding to work on a 
volunteer committee that you know is 
raising money for a worthwhile cause. 
The camaraderie and friendships 
gained from being a part of a group 
of sportsmen and sportswomen who 

share your ideals of conservation is a 
very positive experience. Many times 
lifelong friendships are made at this 
grassroots level.  
 Also, several new chapters are 
having functions this spring so please 
attend and welcome them into the 
CDA family. Tulelake/Butte Valley, 
Woodland, and the North Valley 
chapters are having dinner banquets 
and the newly formed Corning Chap-
ter is having a sporting clay shoot 
and lunch. Some good folks in Eureka 
are also considering starting a chap-
ter. Hope to see you at these events. 
 One more thing, please tell a 
friend about the California Deer As-
sociation. It is surprising to learn that 
some very avid outdoors people who 
I meet have never heard of CDA. This 
is a sad situation that all current CDA 
members can help change. I think 
word of mouth is sometimes the best 
advertising tool and if we work on 
this together, just think of the prog-
ress we could make in growing our 
organization and helping improve the 
health of California’s deer. Through 
habitat projects, they will be the ulti-
mate beneficiary of a larger and more 
prosperous organization. Good luck 
to all in 2009 and thank you for your 
support!

as the buck was pretty blasé about 
the whole operation. There weren’t a 
whole lot of deer up and moving so 
the hunting party decided to make a 
sneak and size up the situation at a 
little closer quarters. Having a grand-
stand view from the Jeeps, I watched 
the maneuverings of the hunters to 
get into a position to take the shot, 
and the buck as he continued to 
ignore his eminent danger. (I person-
ally believe that intelligence or lack 
of intelligence in a buck is something 
that we should be selecting for and 
during my limited hunting experi-
ences have indicated to my guides 
that I.Q. is sometimes as important as 
number of points.)
 Brandon made an excellent shot 
and with that crack of the 7mm you 
would think that this hunt was over. 

Henry, though, is a wealth of informa-
tion on the history of the ranch, the 
varied wildlife to be seen there and the 
work being done to restore the habitat 
of the Canada de los Osos. With the 
buck down and lessons learned in 
spotting, stalking and shooting, Bran-
don also received biological and game 
management information to round out 
the total experience of the hunt. This 
was an education as well as being a 
hunt for all of us who had the honor to 
be on this trip. That saying of “Take a 
Youth Hunting” resonates with most 
people but sometimes school, tim-
ing, and money constraints limit the 
opportunities to follow through on 
the concept.  Introducing our young 
people to the sport brings a whole 
new perspective… their excited grins 
and unlimited excitement making the 

effort worthwhile. If you no longer 
have a youth in your home to take on 
a hunt, look for a youth to take and 
if the trip becomes an education on 
wildlife and their habitat, it will stay 
with them forever even if the hunting 
does not.
 Thank you, Henry.

Get Involved in CDA!

Start a CDA Chapter
Tell a Friend
About CDA!
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 Sometimes we take for granted 
that we can just load up the truck 
and go fishing or hunting, but for 
some folks it is much more challeng-

ing to spend time in the outdoors 
with friends and family. Four years 
ago, CDA member Tom Dermody 
thought something more could be 
done for children with special needs 
and their families. He started the 
Field of Dreams event in order to help 
these children enjoy the outdoors that 
many of us take for granted.

  

The fourth Field of Dreams 
took place on September 
12-13, 2008. It was held in 
the Williams area of Colusa 
County, and continues to get 
bigger and better every year. 
The California Deer Associa-
tion has been one of its major 
sponsors, participating in the 
funding and manpower that 
is vital to its success.
      Celebrities make a special 
effort to be in attendance 

to make it even more exciting for the 
children and their families. This year 
the celebrities who attended were Rob 
Schneider (comedian, actor, screen-
writer), Don Frye (actor and famous 
ultimate cage fighter), Cal Worsham 
(ultimate cage 
fighter and 
trainer), Jim 
Cody Williams 
(actor), Gary 
Goodridge 
(three-time 
world arm 
wrestling 
champion 
and famous 
ultimate cage 
fighter), and 
Tom Erickson (Purdue University 
wrestling coach, three-time Olympic 
wrestling medal winner, and ultimate 
cage fighter).
 A celebrity pig hunt started the 
day on Friday. When a good-sized 
herd was seen, it didn’t take long be-
fore a nice boar weighing 250 pounds 
was on the ground for good. That 
evening a special dinner was held at 
which the celebrities were introduced 

and donors honored. The next day 
everyone met at a local ranch to 
begin the day’s festivities.  Starbucks 
brought a mobile unit to serve drinks 
and goodies for everyone as the 
fishing poles were being readied. A 

5-acre bass pond 
had been stocked 
with 1,500 bass 
and bluegill so 
everyone was 
anticipating a 
productive day.
      When the first 
baits hit the water, 
it was quickly 
apparent that the 
fish were hungry! 
The kids started 
catching fish 

immediately and the smiles on their 
faces were unbelievably gratifying. 
Every child caught at least 40 fish 
and one child caught over 200! It was 
quite an experience for all. Everyone 
continued fishing until lunchtime. 
The Yuba/Sutter Chapter of Safari 
Club International provided a deli-
cious lunch and the SCI Safari Trailer 
for viewing its mounted animals. The 
children were encouraged to touch 
the mounts. Next the kids had their 
choice to shoot skeet or catch more 
fish… and everyone opted to keep 
fishing! The largest bass caught that 
day was estimated at 3.5 to 4 pounds 

and gave quite a fight.
 Without generous 
sponsors, landowners, 
and volunteers, this 
event would not 
be possible. Like to 
become a sponsor or 
help next year? Please 
contact Tom Dermody 
at (530) 624-7208. 
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Paid Back
By Donn Walgamuth

 When the 
phone rang 
back in July and 
friend George 
Macarthur said 
he needed a fa-
vor, never in my 
wildest dreams 
could I have 
imagined the 
outcome.
 George is the 
type of man who 
is always giving 
of himself. His 
contributions to 
the North State 
include donating 
every year to the 
CDA Redding 
banquet. In fact, 
that is how I got 
to know George. 
My good friend 
Jeff Schuler and 
I bought a pig 
hunt that George 
had donated 
to the Redding 
Chapter.  So 
when George 
asked, it was 
without hesitation that I said I would 
help him on a community project he 
and his wife, Chris, had going. Jeff 
and I jumped on board to give them a 
hand.
 George said, “We don’t have any 
money for this project, but to pay you 
back, you and Jeff can hunt on my 
ranch when the season rolls around.” 
We thought that it couldn’t get any 
better than that since their ranch is 
in the PLM Program and we would 
be able to hunt through November.  
George’s ranch, the JS Ranch, has a 
reputation for having great blacktail 
opportunities.
 Another friend, Steve Boero, has 
known George for several years and 
has guided on his ranch for three of 
them. He hunts it now and then for 
the elusive bucks. Two years ago, 
Steve had taken a 29-inch 4x4 in the 

170s. So when Steve said he would 
guide for me when the time came, I 
took him up on his offer. I figured I 
would go out a couple of times with 
Steve to get to know the land, then try 
to hunt for the last two or three weeks 
of the season, hitting it after work and 
on weekends.
 Thursday, October 31st, Steve 
called to let me know that he would 
be out on the ranch that Friday and 
Saturday, and I was welcome to come 
along. With a weather forecast of rain, 
my wife, Melissa, really wanted to 
head over to the Trinity River for some 
steelhead fishing because she thought 
that the rain would push some fish up-
river. I had to tell Steve, “Thanks, but 
no thanks” to Saturday, but I would 
love to go out on Sunday if he was 
available.  Steve, the crazy die-hard 
hunter that he is, said, “Sure,” with the 

understanding 
that if fishing 
was good, I’d 
have to cancel 
the hunt and 
stay the night 
on the river. The 
fishing ended 
up being re-
ally slow, so the 
decision to head 
home Saturday 
night was an 
easy one.
 The forecast 
for Sunday was 
“overcast with a 
chance of show-
ers,” and we 
knew it might 
be a great day 
for a hunt as it 
had stormed all 
day Saturday. 
With the quads 
loaded, Steve 
and I agreed to 
meet at 5 a.m. 
We unloaded 
the quads and 
headed out.  Af-

ter a half-hour’s 
ride in the dark, we parked the quads 
at the base of a small hill and began 
working our way up it slowly. Seeing 
only by the sliver of light coming 
over the horizon, we hadn’t walked 
10 minutes when we saw a few deer 
ahead of us working their way up 
the hill. We waited for enough light – 
trying to put horns on any of the deer 
with no success.  It looked like they 
were all does. We began working our 
way up the hill after them.
 Stopping short, we came to a 
large oak-covered flat and Steve mo-
tioned that we should move slowly, 
keeping an eye out as we crested the 
top. Moving up slowly, I saw horns 
first and then the white face of a 
buck that had already seen us about 
40 yards out.  I whispered to Steve, 
“Buck, buck,” and he stops. We both 

continued from page 18
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take a look at this nice, mature fork-
by-three with great height, mass and 
good eye guards.
 Steve said, “Take him if you 
want,” but being only 10 minutes into 
my first hunt on the ranch, I decided 
to pass on what would have been the 
best blacktail I had ever shot.
 After watching the buck trot off, 
we worked the rest of the way up the 
hill so that we could glass the remain-
der of the flat that stretched out 500 
yards, 280 degrees from the north-
west to the south. Steve mentioned 
that we should take a seat under an 
oak and just sit for 15 minutes as the 
sun came up, and see if anything else 
worked its way across the flat.
 Steve poured us a cup of coffee 
and got out the mini muffins. I’m 
thinking, “This is great! My guide/
friend brought breakfast, we just saw 
a nice buck, and it’s raining lightly… 
Does it get any better than this?” 
 Well, it does. About five minutes 
into our coffee, I see a couple of does 
working their way across the flat 
behind some oaks. I pointed them out 

to Steve, and we quietly carried on 
our conversation. A few minutes later, 
more deer begin to work their way 
among the does. Looking through my 
binocs, I see the white face of what I 
know or hope has to be a buck. After 
he steps out of the brush enough for 
me to see he has antlers, I say to Steve, 
”There is a good buck.”
 Steve puts up his binoculars and 
says, ”He looks pretty good, shoot 
him if you want.” I haven’t taken my 
binocs down, and say, ”You’ve been 
hunting out here a lot this year, do 
you want to take him?” Steve replied, 
“No, you go ahead if you want him.” 
Neither one of us has any idea how 
good he is. I just know that he looks 
to be a good 4-point, and that’s good 
enough for me.
 I asked Steve, ”How far do 
you think he is?” Taking out his 
rangefinder and not being able to pick 
up the deer because they’re feeding 
behind some brush, he said the large 
oak in front of them is 204 yards. 
Since they haven’t seen us and we’re 
behind some brush, I’m able to crawl 

up to a rock that makes a perfect rest 
for me in the prone position. I’m ly-
ing there for what feels like five min-
utes, but was probably only 30 to 40 
seconds, waiting for the buck to step 
out. He does and gives me a perfect 
broadside shot.
 I’m feeling good about the shot 
but not being able to see the buck, we 
work our way cautiously over to the 
deer. When we’re within about 100 
yards, we see that he is down. As we 
get closer, Steve began to babble and 
the closer we got, the louder his bab-
bling. There was no ground shrink-
age, at all. I slowly put my hands on 
the rack, and that’s when it hits me 
that I have just shot the buck of a 
lifetime.
 I would like to give a special 
thanks to George and Chris Macar-
thur for the opportunity to hunt such 
a great ranch with a tag that few ever 
get to have, and to a great friend 
Steve Boero who now thinks his 
guide fee should go up.
 Well, maybe it should…
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Update

AB 2785 (Ruskin) – Identification of 
Wildlife Corridors 
 AB 2785 (Ruskin), legislation 
which would require the DFG to 
investigate, study and identify areas 
of the state that are most essential as 
wildlife corridors and habitat link-
ages, passed the Senate in August and 
was signed by the governor into law.
 The COHA- and CDA-supported 
bill will help identify and map some 
of the state’s most ecologically valu-
able lands, including those used by 
game species. Roads, housing and 
other development have fragmented 
key habitat areas of California over 
the last several decades. In particular, 
traditional migratory routes for deer 
and other game species have been 
significantly compromised, result-
ing both in increased mortality and 
genetic isolation of certain wildlife 
populations. AB 2785 will help to 
identify these valuable corridors us-
ing the best available biological data, 
so that the state can take the appro-
priate steps to protect and conserve 
them over the long-term.
 It should be noted that AB 2785 
is very similar to AB 828 (Ruskin), 
which was vetoed last year by the 
governor. As a result, COHA worked 
closely this session with CDA and 
other proponents of AB 2785 to 
ensure that it addressed the issues 
raised by the governor’s veto message 
last year.

November 2008 State Election
 The November 2008 election in 
California saw Democrats expand 
their control of the State Legislature 
by picking up two seats in the As-
sembly. Even though the Republican 
Party lost several key seats in the 
State Legislature, they did manage 
to capture the 30th Assembly District 
which had previously been held by 
termed-out Democrat and California 
Legislature Outdoor Sporting Caucus 

Co-Chair Nichole Parra of Hanford. 
 So, what does all this mean for 
California’s sportsmen and women?
The fact that Democrats picked up a 
few more seats in the State Legislature 
does not automatically mean hunters 
will suffer, as some may argue. In fact, 
COHA does not expect the legislative 
playing field to change much, based 
on the recent state election. What will, 
however, have an impact on issues of 
concern to COHA members is who is 
selected to chair key legislative com-
mittees – most notably the Assembly 
Water, Parks and Wildlife Commit-
tee and the Senate Natural Resources 
Committee. All things considered, 
however, given COHA’s long track re-
cord of working effectively with both 
parties and its credibility built on both 
sides of the aisle, COHA will continue 
to successfully fight for the rights of all 
hunters in California. 

FY 2008/2009 State Parks Budget
 The governor, in the “May Revise” 
of his Fiscal Year 2008/09 State Budget 
request, abandoned his proposal to 
close 48 State Park properties. The 
governor’s original budget proposal 
included, among other things, closing 
Picacho State Recreation Area (SRA) 
in Imperial County, and Woodson 
Bridge SRA in Tehama County – both 
of which provide or facilitate access 
to waterfowl and upland game bird 
hunting opportunities. With the 
governor’s latest State Park funding 
proposal adopted in the new State 
Budget, no hunting opportunity or 
access was lost. With the continued 
budget crisis, COHA will keep a close 
watch for future cuts.

COHA/NWTF Help Create Addition-
al Youth Spring Turkey Season
 At the direct request of COHA 
and the National Wild Turkey Fed-
eration (NWTF), the California Fish 
& Game Commission has formally 

approved an additional special spring 
youth turkey hunting season begin-
ning in 2009. The season will allow 
hunters 16 years of age and younger 
who hold a junior hunting license to 
hunt the weekend prior to the start of 
the general spring turkey season. The 
Commission formally adopted the ad-
ditional youth season at its December 
12, 2008 meeting. COHA is pleased to 
note that with this additional youth 
turkey hunting opportunity now for-
mally approved, California boasts the 
most liberal turkey hunting regula-
tions in the nation. 
 In the recent past, California 
youth have only been offered a spe-
cial season for two weeks after the 
close of the general turkey season. 
COHA and NWTF believe that it is 
important that special youth hunts 
provide a quality outdoor experi-
ence by offering young hunters a 
reasonable chance of hearing, seeing 
and successfully harvesting a bird. 
Allowing youth to hunt the weekend 
prior to the start of the general turkey 
season will achieve this goal and help 
ensure their long-term interest and 
participation in our hunting tradi-
tion. The new early youth season will 
not cost young hunters opportuni-
ties elsewhere. The special two-week 
season after the close of the general 
season will also be available to youth.

COHA Seeks More Public Hunting 
Opportunities in the Central Valley
 The California Outdoor Heritage 
Alliance recently provided comments 
on the California State Parks’ draft 
“Central Valley Vision Implementa-
tion Plan” in an effort to encour-
age the agency to open additional 
State Recreation Areas (SRAs) to 
hunting and facilitate greater hunter 
access to public lands and waters. 
While not a well-known provider of 
hunting opportunities, under state 
law California State Parks may allow 
hunting on SRAs and its undesignat-
ed lands. In addition, it may permit 
hunters to launch boats from State 
Parks’ properties to access nearby 
lands and waters.
 In particular, COHA is urging 
California State Parks to include a 
hunting program for its Sutter Buttes 
property, which is currently off-limits 
to public use.  
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Join Today!
If you are a deer enthusiast, this could be the best $30 that you have 

ever spent. The deer of California need your support! 
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