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www.barnesbullets.com • 1-800-574-9200

TIPPED TSX® 
The proven performance 
of the TSX bullet with 
a polymer tip that improves 
long-range ballistics. Instant 
expansion and perfect 
penetration for quicker kills.

LRX®- Long-Range X 
For the long-range shooter 
who demands pin-point 
accuracy. Higher B.C. values, 
ogive and boat tail lengths 
improve the bullets’ long-range 
ballistic performance. 

TSX®  Barnes’ most 
popular hunting bullet. 
The TSX has gained 
worldwide recognition as 
one of the deadliest, most 
dependable hunting bullets 
you can buy. 

WHAT DO YOU DO WITH 
AN EXTRAORDINARY 
BULLET? MAKE IT

THREE
UNIQUE

WAYS.

TSX® Barnes’ most TIPPED TSX® LRX®- Long-Range X 
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2013 Sharing the Tradition Entry Form
Name:________________________________________________________________________________
Address: _____________________________________________________________________________
City:___________________________________________________ State:__________ Zip:___________
Telephone:________________________________ Email Address:________________________________
Junior Hunting Lic #:______________________ Age:_______ Sex: Male or Female (circle one)
Adult Contact: Name___________________________ Telephone___________ Email:_________________
Have you ever hunted deer or hogs?  Yes or No (circle one)      Have Taken: Deer   Hog   None  (circle)
What caliber rifle will you be shooting? ______________________  (required for ammunition order)
DEER Hunt Date: December 17-18                        HOG Hunt Dates: December 18-19, December 19-20 
    (If you can hunt on more than one date, list the dates in order of preference.)
Hunt Date Choices:  1st ________  2nd ________ 3rd ________
(Hunts begin at 10:30 a.m. on first day and conclude at noon of the second day.)

Send entry form to: Sharing the Tradition   Entry Deadline: September 30, 2013
   P.O. Box 7708
   Stockton, CA 95267-0708                                  ( OK to duplicate Entry Form )  

     The California Deer Association is 
pleased to announce its 10th Annual 
Sharing the Tradition Junior Hunts. 
Junior hunters have a chance to win 
one of five fully guided antlerless 
deer hunts or one of 10 fully guided 
hog hunts on the famous 270,000-acre 
Tejon Ranch. 
     This is a free drawing that is open 
to all junior hunters with a valid 
2013/2014 California junior hunting 
license and an unfilled deer tag or pig 
tag. The normal hunt or access fees 
will not be charged. Lodging on the 
ranch is included.

Rules and Requirements
   • Prior year hunt winners are not eligible —  
       only one hunt can be won per junior hunter.   
   • Limit of one entry per junior hunter (list 
       hunt dates in order of preference). 
   • Applicant must possess a valid 2013/2014 
      California Junior Hunting License.
   • Applicant must possess a valid unfilled 
      2013 California deer tag (any zone) or deer
      tag application to exchange for the Tejon
      Ranch PLM deer tag. Hog hunters must have  
      a pig tag.
   • Listed hunt dates cannot be changed.
   • Hunts are nontransferable.
   • Hunt acceptance must be confirmed by 
      October 4, 2013.
   •Applicant must be accompanied on the hunt
      by an adult. (Space limitations limit this to
      one adult only.)
   •Transportation to the Tejon Ranch is not
      included and is the responsibility of the
      winner and his/her accompanying adult.
   • Incomplete entries will not be included in   
      the drawing.
   • Only winners will be notified by telephone.

     Five junior hunters will hunt deer 
on the first hunt date and five junior 
hunters will hunt hogs on each of the 
two following dates. This is a random 
drawing conducted by the California 
Deer Association.
     Entry deadline for this year’s 
drawing is September 30, 2013.

15 Free 

Guided Hunts

2013 Sponsors

Sharing the Tradition
California Deer Association’s 
2013 Junior  Hunt Drawing



 CDA Banquets are fundraising 
events for our deer and other 
wildlife. While some may attend 
the banquets looking for a 
bargain, as an organization CDA 
holds these banquets to raise the 
most money possible at these 
events. 
 At one of the banquets I was 
sitting next to a person who 
kept leaning over to a bidder 
at another table telling him to 
not bid any higher for the item 
that was being auctioned. This 
was the first time that person 
had attended a CDA fundraising 
banquet. I had to explain to the 
person afterwards that this was 
a fundraiser for deer and the 
person bidding was not looking 
for a bargain but really wanted 
the item they were bidding on 
and also knew the money was 
going for a good cause, our 
California deer. 
 Sometimes when you are at 
one of our banquets you may 
be the high bidder in the silent 
auction or in the live auction and 
you end up buying the item for a 
low price because others who are 
in attendance just don’t realize 
the value of the item. If you go 
home as the lucky high bidder, 
you should feel good about 
yourself because you helped raise 
those much needed funds but you 
also took home something you 
wanted. Remember, the chapters’ 
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In summer, a buck’s antlers can grow 
as much as one inch a day. In addi-

tion, when covered with velvet they 
look even larger.

Photograph by Ben Nuckolls.

The Cover

main goal is to raise funds for 
projects to help our deer herds, 
not make it bargain night at their 
banquets. 
 As you receive this magazine 
our 2012-2013 Banquet Season 
is coming or has come to an end 
with the final two banquets, 
July 27th Western Sierra Chapter 
Banquet in Sonora and the 
August 3rd Lancaster Ducks 
and Bucks Chapter Banquet in 
Lancaster. All of the chapter 
volunteers and our Field 
Directors made this the best 
fund-raising year ever for CDA. 
 CDA was pleased this year 
to see the addition of the new 
Lodi Chapter and the restart of 
the Southern California Chapter. 
Many of our chapter committee 
members are already discussing 
and planning for next year’s 
banquet season which kicks off 
in January. Most banquets this 
year were sellouts and I would 
urge those thinking of attending 
next year to not wait until the 
last minute to purchase banquet 
tickets or you might be turned 
away. Plus you will miss out on 
the great opportunity to benefit 
from the different Early Bird 
Specials that each chapter offers. 
 As all of us take a short break 
from the banquet season and look 
forward to the upcoming hunting 
seasons, I just want to say thank 
you again for a great job and trust  
you will enjoy your time afield.



Excellent Chance at a Blacktail Buck 

CDA Hosts Blacktail Deer Junior Hunts with DFW 

 The Department 
of Fish and Wildlife 
(DFW) is offering 
a draw for an 
apprentice (junior) 
deer hunt on the 
Chimineas Unit 
of the Carrizo 
Plain Ecological 
Reserve. The two-
day hunt, which 
is being offered in 
cooperation with 
the California Deer 
Association (CDA), 
will be held on 
September 14-15 
on the 30,000-acre reserve in San 
Luis Obispo County. Mandatory 
hunter orientation will be held in the 
evening on Friday, September 13.  
Overnight lodging will be provided 
at the main ranch house on the 
ecological reserve on both Friday and 
Saturday nights. 
 All of the juniors selected for this 
hunt in the past have harvested a nice 

buck. 
 Three apprentice hunters will 
be chosen by lottery. The selected 
apprentice hunters must be 
accompanied by an adult. Participants 
will receive classroom, range and 
field training in gun-handling 
techniques and safety, deer hunting 
and game care. Hunts will be led by 
CDA volunteers. CDA will provide 

breakfast, lunch, 
and dinner on 
Saturday, as well as 
breakfast and lunch 
on Sunday.  
      Applicants must 
submit a postcard 
with the hunter’s 
name, address, 
telephone number 
and 2013-2014 
junior hunting 
license number 
to:  Chimineas 
Apprentice Deer 
Hunt, Department 
of Fish and Wildlife, 

3196 South Higuera St., Suite A, San 
Luis Obispo, CA 93401. 
 Applications must be received in 
the office by 5 p.m. on July 26. Late 
or incomplete applications will not 
be entered in the draw. Successful 
applicants will be notified by 
telephone and will receive additional 
information, including maps and 
special regulations, prior to the hunt. 

Job Well Done 
Along with my renewal, I wanted 
to send along a thank-you and a job 
well done to Ryan Smith, Larry Smith 
and the banquet committee. These 
guys are carrying our Central Coast 
Chapter and present us every year 
with a top-of-the-line banquet plus 
go out of their way to recruit/retain 
new members. Thank you all for 
what you do for wildlife, hunters and 
youth... and for educating our future 
deer managers.

Dirk Starbuck 
Councilmember, City of Lompoc

It’s Not The Bears 
Your story about bears killing more 
deer than mountain lions was hard 
to swallow. The old-timers like me 
and the ranchers and hunters know 
better. Where did you get your 

information? Muley Crazy magazine 
last issue had a more believable story. 
Bears eat acorns, berries, leaves, fruits, 
some meat and a lot of other garbage. 
Lions eat MEAT.

Harvey Baird 
Fortuna

Note from the Editor: 
It surprised us, too, when we first heard 
it but the information we published was 
taken from a study by the DFW in the 
last couple of years on the western slope 
of the central Sierras. Their study results 
showed that newborn fawns fell victim 
to bears more than all other predators 
combined. That doesn’t mean mountain 
lions aren’t taking a lot of deer, it just 
shows in this area that bears are the 
number one predator of fawns. Couple 
that with all the other predators such 
as mountain lions, coyotes, bobcats and 
golden eagles, and it’s no wonder our deer 

are having a hard time surviving.

Thanks for the Scholarship 
I would like to thank the Scholarship 
Committee for selecting me as one 
of your scholarship recipients. I have 
started my first quarter at Oregon 
State and love it. The extra financial 
aid is greatly appreciated.

Hanna Gomes

Letters

Don’t Miss Out!
More CDA Information 

and Photos
 Available on

CDA’s Facebook Page...
Like Us Today!
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Be Proud to be a CDA 
Member!

 As I write this, our 2013 Banquet 
Season is winding down and we have 
only a couple of events left. Most of 
our chapters are reflecting back on 
their banquets with a sense of pride 
and accomplishment. Our chapters 
are making things happen, and are 
the lifeblood of CDA. Putting on 
a successful fundraiser takes hard 
work and a lot of things have to fall 
into place to coordinate a successful 
fundraising event. Our committees 
should be congratulated for their ef-
forts! Thank you so much to everyone 
who gives their time and resources 
to better California’s deer and other 
wildlife.
 I feel that the future of CDA is 
stronger than it ever has been and its 
momentum is building. As most of 
you know, however, there is a grow-
ing anti-hunting and anti-gun move-
ment in California and many of us are 
worried about the future of hunting 
and gun ownership. Where will we 
be in 5 years? 10 years? 50 years? We 

all need to stay informed on what 
is going on, learn how to most ef-
fectively react to it, and contact our 
state representatives on issues that 
are important to us. One thing that 
we all can do is talk to non-hunters 
about the importance of hunting and 
what it means for wildlife. I would 
be willing to bet that the vast major-
ity of non-hunters really don’t know 
or think about who pays for wildlife 
conservation … but it’s hunters who 
pay for ALL wildlife conservation 
and we want them to know it.
 California and the United States 
owe a debt of gratitude to sportsmen 
and women who have carried the 
torch and funded the most success-
ful wildlife management program 
in the world. The robust wildlife 
populations we all enjoy can be at-
tributed to sportsmen and women 
who care about all wildlife and pay 
self-imposed taxes on sporting goods, 
guns, ammo, hunting and fishing 
licenses, and support conservation 
organizations like CDA. These mon-
ies go toward wildlife protection, law 
enforcement, habitat projects, wildlife 
studies and the reintroduction of 
native species. The success of these 
efforts has been dramatic, benefiting 
both game and nongame animals as 
well as people who like to hike, camp, 
watch birds and photograph wildlife.
 The wildlife that all people enjoy 
have been restored and paid for by 
sportsmen. This fact probably isn’t 
a concern to anti-hunters but it is to 
the average non-hunter and that is 
why we, as conservationists, must 
inform them. We should all be ready 
with information when we talk to 
family members or friends at a sum-
mer BBQ for instance, or any social 
event where you may be in contact 
with non-hunters. Be proud to be a 

hunter/conservationist and a CDA 
member, and be ready to convey 
good information. 
 Interested in taking on a greater 
role in fighting for our hunting and 
gun-owning rights? I suggest you 
look at the California Senate website 
at www.sen.ca.gov and the California 
Assembly website at www.assembly.
ca.gov. Many bills are being debated 
right now in both these governing 
bodies that will affect our freedoms. 
Remember that when you contact our 
representatives, do it by email, tele-
phone, and letters, making sure you 
are to the point, concise, and polite in 
calling for their help.
 On a more upbeat topic, we have 
many habitat projects going on this 
summer and several youth events 
as well. Check our website often 
at www.caldeer.org for up-to-date 
information. We have several youth 
hunts this fall that you will want 
to check out and those will also be 
posted on our website. Our Project 
Committee will have met as you 
read this and we have 29 projects to 
consider for funding! That is certainly 
exciting because the Project Commit-
tee is “where the rubber meets the 
road,” so to speak, and where our 
habitat monies are spent.
 If you aren’t already, please get 
involved on the chapter level. Work-
ing to help deer and other wildlife 
in our great state of California can 
be very rewarding and meeting new 
people who share our passion for the 
outdoors is a great thing as well.
 I hope everyone is having a great 
summer.

Best regards,
Pat Fitzmorris
CDA Field Director

CDA Can Help With Those College Expenses 
 
       Don’t miss out on your opportu-
nity to apply for a 2013 scholarship 
from the California Deer Association 
to help with those college expenses 
this Fall. Each year the California 
Deer Association provides schol-
arships for students who want to 

pursue an education and career in 
the field of Agriculture, Forestry, 
Animal and Wildlife Husbandry, 
Rangeland Science, Veterinary Sci-
ences, or Resource Management.  
      The deadline to apply for this 
year’s scholarships is August 31.   

      To download the CDA Scholar-
ship Application, go to: http://
www.caldeer.org/scholarship.
htm. 
       Help us help you prepare for 
your future career. Good luck!
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Third Winner
Amy Botelho of Salinas! 

CDA Member Appreciation Drawings

      The third quarter winner of the 
CDA Member Appreciation Drawing 
was Amy Botelho of Salinas. Botelho 
is a member of the CDA Salinas Val-
ley Chapter. Just for being a member 
of CDA, Botelho was randomly se-
lected and won a Weatherby Van-
guard Series 2 Synthetic rifle.
      CDA will be giving away one 
more Weatherby Vanguard Series 
2 Synthetic rifle in the next random 
drawing in September in our CDA 
Member Appreciation Drawings. 
This is a thank-you for being a cur-
rent CDA member.

     All regular CDA members and 
Life Members are automatically en-
tered in the random drawing. There 
is nothing to fill out and no entry 
form to send in. It’s that easy! 
      Be sure your membership is com-
plete (current address, phone number 
and email address) and up-to-date or 
renew your membership now so you 
will be in the next drawing.
      Thanks for being a CDA member.

Note: Junior $5.00 Memberships are not 
eligible for the drawings.

Santa Rosa Chapter Youth Fun Shoot

       Once again this year the Santa 
Rosa Chapter held its annual Youth 
and Family Fun Shoot. The event 
was held in May at the Cold Creek/
Guntly Ranch in Potter Valley not 
far from Ukiah. The range was set 

up for .22 pistol, .22 rifle, Sporting 
Clays and a trap range. A raffle was 
held that also included firearms as 
prizes. Longtime chapter member and 
former CDA Board Director Rich Kro-
na ran the BBQ which meant all who 

attended were well fed. The event 
was open to anyone who wanted to 
attend, not just CDA chapter mem-
bers. Be sure to put this event on 
your list of things to do for next year.

Just one of the many shooting stations at the Fun Shoot. Mike Dias (left) Santa Rosa Chapter Chairman, and Com-
mittee Member and past CDA Board Director Rich Krona.



What the Heck Is That On My Deer? 
By Ben Nuckolls

 If you have ever walked up to 
a deer you have just harvested and 
noticed it had some unusual growths 
on it, you probably wondered what 
they were and whether the deer was 
safe to take home.
 Most likely the growths were 
deer papillomas also called cutane-
ous fibroma. I have seen this skin 
tumor condition before in wild deer 
and it is not uncommon amongst all 
the major deer species (see photos). 
The papillomas are caused by a viral 
infection. Often the virus enters the 
deer through wounds. They are more 
common in bucks because the bucks 
are more likely than does to incur 
wounds while fighting and rub-
bing antlers. Despite their unsightly 
appearance, the growths cannot be 
transmitted to humans. These skin 
fibromas are wart-like growths and 
are transmitted to other deer by direct 
contact. Fibromas are confined to the 
top layer of the skin and are removed 
when the deer is processed for con-
sumption.
 Every year a small handful of 
California deer hunters harvest a deer 
with these odd growths. Some may 
think that the meat of a papilloma-
infected deer is dangerous to eat, 
but the wart-like growth is only 
on the top layer of the deer’s skin 
and does not penetrate its muscle or 
meat. Once the deer is skinned, you 
will be able to see that the meat is 
not affected. Unfortunately, I have 
seen some hunters waste their deer 
by leaving it in the field because they 
think the meat is bad but deer har-
vested with this condition are safe to 
eat.
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Pit Resources Conservation District
Public Land Habitat Restoration

PROJECTS

One area before. The area after.

Another area before. The area after.

 The California Deer Association 
(CDA) is participating in a 5,500-acre 
habitat restoration project on public 
land in the uplands of South Ash Val-
ley in Lassen County. The project is 
being undertaken by the Pit Resource 
Conservation District’s Cooperative 
Sagebrush Steppe Restoration Initia-
tive (CSSRI) partnership on public 
land managed by US Department of 
Interior and Bureau of Land Manage-
ment (BLM). The current phase of 
the project is restoring 650 acres of 
prime mule deer habitat through the 
removal of western juniper that had 
established in aspen stands, moun-

tain mahogany woodlands, montane 
meadows and sagebrush steppe hills 
and plains.
 CSSRI spent four years and 
$60,000 getting the required clearances 
to undertake the project. Eight hun-
dred (800) acres were completed in 
2011-12 and the mechanical treatments 
were completed in the current 650-acre 
unit in late summer 2012. CDA funds 
are being used to pay Intermountain 
Camp/Calfire Conservation Crews to 
perform follow-up hand treatments 
and additional juniper removal in sen-
sitive areas where mechanical treat-
ments were not conducted. The public 

land is part of a grazing allotment 
and it will be removed from grazing 
for two years post treatment in order 
to better re-establish native vegeta-
tion. Adaptive range management 
will be implemented after the two 
years of rest in order to sustain the 
restoration efforts.
 Other CSSRI partners have 
included BLM, US Forest Service/
Lassen County RAC, Sierra Nevada 
Conservancy, Natural Resources 
Conservation Service, US Fish and 
Wildlife Service, and Sand County 
Foundation. CSSRI welcomes the 
CDA commitment as a critical part of 
the overall project.
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1946 Record Book Buck Hunt Recounted
By Larry Harrison

 What a beautiful buck! This is 
the first thought that comes to mind 
when you see the near-perfect antlers 
on the Mt. Shasta buck. 
 A young hunter named Hap 
Hottenstein Horn, or “Happy” as 
friends called him, echoed this same 
thought over a half-century ago. 
The recognition of the buck and the 
hunter didn’t happen until it was 
scored by the prestigious Boone and 
Crockett Club (B&C). 
 A certified B&C official measured 
and scored the head at 194 2/8 points. 
This is especially significant as only 
four other bucks in the mule deer 
typical category have been taken 
in California that outscore the Mt. 
Shasta buck as of the 13th Edition of 
the B&C Record Book. 
 Family and friends say Hap 
dearly loved to hunt deer and his 
Indian heritage had taught him many 
survival and hunting skills. The art of 
tracking and a “never quit” attitude 
would eventually lead him to the 
Mt. Shasta buck. One of his favorite 
hunting places was on the eastern 
flank of Mt. Shasta known as Mud 
Creek. It is a formidable area today, 
and was even more so almost 70 
years ago. It was there that the Mt. 
Shasta buck and Hap met. 

 When Hap 
saw the Mt. 
Shasta  buck for 
the first time, he 
knew that it was 
like no other he 
had ever seen or 
taken. Its antlers 
were massive and 
stretched well 
beyond its ears 
on both sides. The 
total mass of the 
antlers carried 
through the main 
beams and out 
to the individual 
point tips. The 
animal was truly 
in its prime. 

 It would be two more years of 
chasing the big buck in a cat-and-
mouse game before Hap’s skills would 
dominate those of the Mt. Shasta buck. 
Hap caught up with the big buck in 
the third year of his pursuit. Hap had 
learned more about the buck every 
year and was wise to all its tricks. He 
would sometimes see the monster 
buck in a shadow of rock and trees 
only to disappear when their eyes 
met. He stayed with the buck through 
each of its circle-back maneuvers in 
the timber and its open runs across the 
rockslides. For an experienced tracker 
such as Hap, there were always subtle 
clues to mark the direction the buck 
headed. 
 Hap was on the trail for almost 
three days this time, sleeping on the 
mountain with only a blanket and a 
bag of parched corn for provisions. He 
was finally closing the gap with his 
quarry. The swirling winds common 
near the timberline on the mountain 
stopped and finally tipped the scales 
in favor of the hunter. Without the 
occasional drift of scent from the 
hunter to the hunted, the Mt. Shasta 
buck lost track of his pursuer. Had he 
escaped again? 
 A clap of thunder echoed far up 
into the snow-covered glacier fields 
and across Medicine Lake Highlands. 

Hap’s aim and bullet were on the 
mark. A single shot through the heart 
ended the pursuit. The Mt. Shasta 
buck was his. 
 As Hap approached the 
fallen buck, its size and splendor 
overwhelmed him. This buck was 
truly the Monarch of the Mountain. 
 The hunt was over and Hap sat 
for a moment and remembered the 
days spent together on Mt. Shasta. 
Hap looked at the beauty of the buck 
and the towering mountain behind 
him. He was indeed “Happy.” 
 Hap Hottenstein Horn took the 
huge buck in 1946 using a Model 
99 .300 Savage with open sights. He 
continued to hunt Mt. Shasta for 
many years and filled his tag each 
season with some very nice bucks, 
but none ever matched the size and 
cunning of the Mt. Shasta buck. 
 The antlers on the Mt. Shasta 
buck exceed 32 inches in width 
and measure over five inches in 
circumference at the base. 
 The Mt. Shasta buck mount was 
given to his daughter, Judy Cottini, 
after Hap’s death. Judy proudly 
displayed the head at her Mt. Shasta 
restaurant, the Piemont.

B&C Record Book 
13th Edition
California Typical 
Mule Deer
#1 Score 200 3/8 Modoc County
     1948 taken by F. M. Huglin
#2 Score 200 2/8 Siskiyou County
     1929 taken by Wallace Bosworth
#3 Score 195 7/8 Lassen County
     1943 taken by Sulo  E. Lako
#4 Score 194 4/8 Lassen County
     2006 taken by Ronald L. Peacock
#5 Score 194 2/8 Siskiyou County
     1946 taken by Hap Hottenstein
#6 Score 190 Lassen County 
     1998 taken by Terry Schmitt



California Wardens John Nores Jr. and Jerry Karnow Jr. do!!!
Warden Nores and his co-author, Dr. James Swan, have collaborated on 
a nonfiction book, “War in the Woods: Combating the Marijuana Cartels 
on America’s Public Lands.” Warden Karnow is the political leader of 
game wardens in California, and an avid hunter and angler.

Rick Copeland does!!!
Copeland is the CEO-Editor at Wilder-
ness Unlimited (WU). WU maintains 
private properties for hunting and 
fishing activities, with properties in 
California and Oregon.
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Who Reads California Deer?

Investment Brokers

275 Sale Lane, Red Bluff, CA

(530)
529-4400

Bert Owens

www.aglandbrokers.com

Sam Mudd

CA Lic. # 01707128 CA Lic. # 01710463

Agriculture Real Estate Specialists
Confidential and responsive real estate services.

530-949-4054530-524-4900
Broker/OwnerBroker/Owner

3,355 +/- acres bordered
by Wildlife Area and
renowned for Blacktail
Deer. Seasonal creeks &
ponds, open winter
grazing, fenced, 1,200’ –
1,900’ elevation.  Meeker
Creek Hunting cabin.

Mud Springs Plains Ranch • Red Bluff, CA

Blacktail Hunting Ranch • Covelo, CA

REDUCED
$1,264,000

607 +/- acres 10 miles (N) of Covelo on County Road. Resident
Blacktail herd, year round springs, black and blue oaks, 1,500’
– 2,400’ elevation.  Partially remodeled home, horse barn, corral
and pond. $1,195,000
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      Alex Wecker beat the clock 
before the 2012 bear season was 
closed to take this outstanding bear. 
Wecker was hunting in Shasta 
County with dogs when he took the 
bear on December 8, 2012. He used 
a Remington Model 700 in 7mm 
Mag. 
 

Attention CDA Members!
Share your days afield with other mem-
bers by emailing your photos to Jerry@
WesternHunter.com.14 California Deer

Members Afield
Darren Solaro was fortunate to 
take this outstanding mule deer 
4x4 with eye guards during the 
2012 X Zone season in northern 
California. Solaro used a Rem-
ington rifle in .30-06.

Anthony Moua of Marysville 
took his first big muley buck 4x4 
in the D3 Zone during the 2012 
season with a .300 Remington 
RUM. One shot dropped his 
buck of a lifetime.
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Ted R. Ruiz Sr. sent us this photo of 
his son Kenny Ruiz. Kenny took this 
awesome 4x3 in the final days of the 
D7 season near Dinkey Creek. Ruiz 
Sr. said, “Great way to fill the last of 
our four tags.”

Michael Blankinship’s dog, Lucy, actually 
pointed to the buck for him as the buck lay 
hiding in a creek bottom. Michael walked up 
on him at about 10 yards. When the buck 
broke from the cover, Michael shot him on the 
run with a Ruger .25-06. The buck measured 
24-inches wide and field-dressed at 146 
pounds.

Hunter Olsen took this great hog while on the 
Tejon Ranch Access Hunt in March 2013. 
Hunter’s father Ryan posted a video of the 

hunt at http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y
wiE98BOnYc&feature=youtu.be

Members Afield
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California Slam!
 Greg Dotson, a CDA member who lives in San Luis Obispo, tried for many years to draw the highly coveted 
California elk, antelope and sheep tags. Finally, his luck really changed during the six-year period from 2007 to 2012. 
Greg drew all three tags! Dotson used a Browning X-Bolt in .300 Win Mag to take all three animals. Congratulations, 
Greg! His California Slam results are:

December 2007 – California Bighorn Sheep 
Zone: Sheephole Mountains. 
His ram was taken on the 9th day of a 10-day hunt 
after an 8 ½-hour stalk. Dotson used outfitter 
Terry Anderson and his crew from San Gorgonio 
Wilderness Outfitters.

September 2009 – Pronghorn Antelope 
Zone: Lassen County near Susanville. 

Special thanks to good friend Dan Salas for his help.

December 2012 – Tule Bull Elk 
Zone: La Panza, Carrizo Plains. 
Great thanks to friends and hunting partners, Roy 
Arbini, John Thiebaud, Dan Salas, and Jeff Dalley 
for all their help in making this hunt possible and 
successful.

Your CDA
Works to 
Raise Big 
Bucks for 
California’s 
Deer Herds!

Photo by John Mc Millan
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Lodi Chapter

2013 CDA Banquets!

Photos by Amy Sharp
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Bucks of The Good Old Days
    Dean Dunson sent these photos he took during the 1960s in Siskiyou County in the Lava Beds and Refuge. 
This is currently the X-1 Zone but the photos were possibly taken before the DFW established the current 
Zone system. It was winter and the bucks were in the rut at the time. What awesome deer! Thanks to Dean 
Dunson for sharing these photos with us.
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 My dad and I attended the 2012 
Chico Chapter California Deer As-
sociation Banquet and my heart was 
set on winning a gun. The first gun 
of the raffle went to me, it was a .257 
Weatherby. During the live auction I 
had talked about wanting one of the 
deer hunts, but I didn’t expect my 

The Lucky Pedicure 
By Abby Carmen

dad to buy me one. The 
next thing I knew my 
dad threw his hand up 
to bid for the deer hunt 
at the Big Chico Creek 
Ecological Reserve and 
he ended up getting it for 
me. So a couple months 
later we set my rifle up 
with a scope and got it all 
sighted in.
 When opening day 
came for the G1 season 
on October 27, 2012, I was 
extremely excited and 

ready. We woke up early, 
went through the green gate, parked 
in the designated parking area and 
hiked down to the creek. We crossed 
the freezing cold creek and from there 
hiked for about four hours. We saw 
one good-sized buck but he took off 
before we could tell how big he was. 
We decided to go get some food, and 

I even made my dad get a pedicure 
with me. The pedicure was lucky.
 Later that afternoon we crossed 
the creek again and hiked to the top 
of the ridge, then down into Sycamore 
Canyon. We glassed around one area 
we thought looked good, and then 
I heard a funny noise. I asked my 
dad what it was because I thought it 
might be a bear or a mountain lion. 
      He told me to chamber a round.
As we walked closer to the noise, he 
grabbed my arm and yelled at me to 
shoot it. I was expecting to shoot some 
animal running toward me to kill me, 
but I saw a deer standing behind a tree, 
rock, and bush. I didn’t see antlers so 
I was hesitant to shoot. Once I knew 
it was a buck I pulled the trigger and 
made the shot. It ended up being a 
perfect shot. The buck took a few steps 
then went down and expired. I am so 
thankful my dad bought me that hunt 
—I had a blast!
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2013 CDA Banquets!
Kern River Valley Chapter
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California Bucks

Have a nice photo of California bucks? Share it 
with other CDA members in California Deer by 
emailing it to Jerry@WesternHunter.com.

Photo by John Mc Millan

Photo by Ben Nuckolls

Photo by Chuck Minetti

Photo by Art Mackey



Rifle Harmonics – Is This Why You Missed That Buck?

 When you fire a precision rifle 
several things occur. The barrel is 
forced to the rear as if a hammer has 
hit the end of the barrel’s muzzle, 
creating “longitudinal” vibrations 
within the barrel. The rifle itself is 
forced to the rear, recoiling in the 
opposite direction of the bullet’s 
movement through the barrel. This 
action creates a buckling effect 
where the barrel and receiver meet, 
producing “vertical” vibrations, an 
up-and-down whipping motion of 
the barrel. “Lateral” vibrations occur 
if there are any flaws in the shooter’s 
position, the way the stock is attached 
to the receiver, or inconsistencies in 
the bolt or the round itself. Finally, 
a “torsional” vibration occurs as 
the barrel rifling applies spin to the 
bullet.
 For a shot to be accurate all of 
these actions must be consistent 
– everything has to be the same 
from shot to shot. When one factor 
changes, the harmonics occurring 
as the rifle is fired are different. For 
example, when I sling up tightly with 
my factory stock H-Bar AR in prone, 
the point of impact will drop around 
six inches at 100 yards. This is why 
rifles with free-floated barrels, with 
the barrel only touching at the point 
where it locks into the receiver, are 
more accurate than those that are not 
free-floating.

 Ammunition is a big factor. Fire 
the same-weight bullet but from 
different manufacturers and you’ll 
see differences in the point of impact. 
Switch from one bullet weight to 
another and you’ll have significant 
shifts. Even shooting the same ammo 
but from a different lot number can 
change the point of impact.
 Other factors can drastically affect 
the bullet’s point of impact. Almost 
everyone has heard about not letting 
the barrel rest 
against an object 
while firing, 
but few people 
realize how much 
of a difference 
this makes. Let’s 
look at a 26-inch 
barrel Remington 
700 in .308 as 
an example. 
Firing a shot 
from 60 yards 
with the bottom 
of the barrel 
resting on an 
object, touching 
at a point 
approximately 
halfway between 
the end of 
the stock and 
muzzle, will 
generally throw 

the bullet’s point of impact around 
six inches high and normally a couple 
of inches to the right. As a general 
rule, the bullet will be thrown in the 
opposite direction from where the 
barrel is making contact. Six-inches 
high and a few inches to the side is 
the difference between a good hit and 
disaster.
 Working with precision rifles 
requires consistency, from both the 
rifle and the shooter. As long as you 
take care of it and feed it good ammo, 
the rifle will do its job. Your job is to 
be as consistent as possible, as close 
to machine-like as possible, doing 
everything the same way for each 
shot. You may only have one chance, 
one shot to solve your problem. Make 
sure you know exactly where that 
bullet is going. 
 
Tiger McKee 
 
Tiger McKee is director of Shootrite 
Firearms Academy, located in northern 
Alabama, author of The Book of Two 
Guns, a staff member of several firearms/
tactical publications, and an adjunct 
instructor for the F.B.I. He can be 
contacted at (256) 582-4777 or www.
shootrite.org 
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Your Trail Camera Photos
Trail cameras are becoming very popular for not only scouting but just finding out what wildlife is inhabiting different 
areas from your backyard to your hunting locations. The quality of the photos and the new features of these trail 
cameras make it possible to capture some unusual and sometimes exciting results. We would like you to share your 
trail camera photos with all of us in CDA. Please email your best photos to Jerry@WesternHunter.com with the subject 
of Trail Cam Photo. Include the type of trail camera you are using.



Last Chance For Fun!
Only two CDA banquets remain for this banquet season. Don’t 
miss your chance on some great hunts, firearms and other mer-
chandise.

Western Sierra Chapter (Sonora) on July 27th 
Contact: Ronnie Hobbs (209) 984-3015

Lancaster Chapter on August 3rd 
Contact: Rodney Torres (209) 769-1088

 W interhawk is a full-time professional outfitter  
operating on nearly 250 square miles of 

Western Colorado’s majestic Flat Tops Wilderness. 
We provide fully guided and quality drop camp 
elk, mule deer and  bighorn sheep hunts in prime 
national forest and wilderness land that is accessible 
by horseback and mule pack string only, plus winter 
mountain lion hunts at lower elevations. We also  
offer wilderness trout fishing, summer horse-
back vacations and an accredited Outfitters, Guides 
& Packers School. We’ve built our reputation on  
providing great fair-chase hunting, excellent camps, 
quality stock and highly personalized service.

A r c h e r y   n   r i f l e   n   M u z z l e l o A d i n g

O f f e r i n g  t h e  f i n e s t  i n 

True WesTern-sTyle 
horsebAck  

big gAMe hunTing 
i n  c O l O r a d O ’ s  P r i m i t i v e  

f l a t  t O P s  W i l d e r n e s s

W i n t e r h a W k  O u t f i t t e r s
19 5 6 1  K i m b a l l  C r e e K  r O a d 

C O l l b r a n ,  C O l O r a d O  8 1 6 2 4

( 9 7 0 )  4 8 7 - 3 0 1 1 
www.w interhawk .com   •   hunt@winterhawk .com

p r o f e s s i o n a l l y   o u t f i t t i n g   s i n c e   1 9 8 2
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Be Prepared
 The following information was pro-
vided by Lennis Janzen, owner/equipment 
designer of Crooked Horn Outfitters 
which is located in Tehachapi, California. 
Janzen’s company supplies the hunting 
community with an array of quality back-
packs and other hunting items. His Plan, 
Pack and Prepare lists below are a result 
of his own hunting experiences. 
 
 Thinking that you will never have 
an incident/accident while hunting is 
very short-sighted. Weather-related 
incidents as well as mountain ac-
cidents are more likely to happen 
the more time you spend in the field 
and the backcountry. Understanding 
how to plan, pack and prepare for a 
hunt is essential so that you can be 
ready when the moment arises that 
you need those skills and supplies to 
survive. Here are the Plan, Pack and 
Prepare principles that all hunters 
should take into consideration. 
 
1st PLAN – Where to hunt 
 
• Learn how to navigate in and out 
of areas. Find the access roads and 
private property lines that you can’t 
cross. 
• Have a great hunting partner that 
you can count on in time of emer-
gency and to help pack out game. 
Work as a team – not as solo hunters 
– and remember if you want to have a 
great hunting partner you have to be 
a great hunting partner. 
• Spend time researching maps, 

Google pictures and Internet maps. 
• Know the bird’s-eye view of the 
land and memorize key land features. 
• Have an emergency plan of what to 
do when your partner does not meet 
up with you; tell people where you’re 
hunting; and make sure you have 
radios, cell phones, etc. and extra bat-
teries. 
 
2nd PACK – The right gear 
 
• Having a premium-quality pack 
will save your behind and reduce 
fatigue! A pack must be comfortable 
with weight distributed evenly so you 
can wear it all day long. It must be 
durable enough to handle the toughest 
terrain so it won’t fail in the field. It is 
essential that it be waterproof enough 
to handle extreme weather, ensuring 
your gear and clothes stay dry, which 
will help you avoid hypothermia. For 
that reason alone, GrizHide was in-
vented at Crooked Horn Outfitters. It’s 
the toughest, most waterproof mate-
rial made and each pack is designed 
by hunters for hunters. 
• Once you leave the vehicle, what’s 
in your pack is all you have. Have a 
check list to make sure you are pre-
pared – do not rely on your memory.  
• Replenish you supplies when you 
get back to camp to make sure you are 
ready the next day. The reality is that 
with each day of reduced sleep you 
become more and more exhausted, 
making it easier to forget something 
that could save your behind. 

• Load your survival essentials first 
and hunting gear last – calls, scents 
and camo will not help you start a 
fire or keep you warm. 
• A GPS is great, but don’t forget a 
backup paper map. 
• Hunting license and tags. 
 
3rd PREPARE 
 
• Sighting in your bow or rifle is a 
good start, but knowing your extend-
ed shooting range is equally impor-
tant as is practicing your steep-incline 
shots. 
• Pound the hills! The physical 
demands of the hunt are a breaking 
point for some people, not the shot… 
Get in Shape! 
• Know your physical limits. What is 
too far to shoot an animal? Will you 
be able to physically pack your ani-
mal to your vehicle or access road?  
• Learn the skills of boning out your 
animal and know the state laws and 
regulations. Don’t pack out any meat 
that is inedible if you don’t have to 
do so – bone, fat, hide, head, etc. 
• Glass a lot! Your eyes have muscles 
too and glassing all day can cause 
eye fatigue. Using high-quality optics 
will help relieve some of this. 
 
 Bottom line… When you do your 
research and you’re physically and 
mentally prepared, hunting will be 
more enjoyable and usually more 
successful, too.
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 W interhawk is a full-time professional outfitter  
operating on nearly 250 square miles of 

Western Colorado’s majestic Flat Tops Wilderness. 
We provide fully guided and quality drop camp 
elk, mule deer and  bighorn sheep hunts in prime 
national forest and wilderness land that is accessible 
by horseback and mule pack string only, plus winter 
mountain lion hunts at lower elevations. We also  
offer wilderness trout fishing, summer horse-
back vacations and an accredited Outfitters, Guides 
& Packers School. We’ve built our reputation on  
providing great fair-chase hunting, excellent camps, 
quality stock and highly personalized service.

A r c h e r y   n   r i f l e   n   M u z z l e l o A d i n g

O f f e r i n g  t h e  f i n e s t  i n 

True WesTern-sTyle 
horsebAck  

big gAMe hunTing 
i n  c O l O r a d O ’ s  P r i m i t i v e  

f l a t  t O P s  W i l d e r n e s s

W i n t e r h a W k  O u t f i t t e r s
19 5 6 1  K i m b a l l  C r e e K  r O a d 

C O l l b r a n ,  C O l O r a d O  8 1 6 2 4

( 9 7 0 )  4 8 7 - 3 0 1 1 
www.w interhawk .com   •   hunt@winterhawk .com

p r o f e s s i o n a l l y   o u t f i t t i n g   s i n c e   1 9 8 2



Membership Drive

Join Today!
If you are a deer enthusiast, this could be the best $30 that you have 

ever spent. The deer of California need your support! 

Membership Application 
California Deer Association

CHAPTER:___________________________________ DATE:____________________

NAME:________________________________________________________________
 
ADDRESS:_____________________________________________________________

CITY:________________________________ STATE:____________ ZIP:____________

COUNTY:_______________________________________________

PHONE - HOME:_______________________ EMAIL:___________________________

 	 qVISA  qMASTERCARD qCHECK ENCLOSED

CARD # ______________________________CID#________ EXP. DATE __________

SIGNATURE ___________________________________ DATE __________________

MEMBERSHIP FEES     qMEMBERSHIP RENEWAL #________________
q$30 Full Membership: One year, decal & newsletter 
q$5 Junior Membership: Same as full membership 
q$1,000 Life Membership: Installment option $250 per year.
q$500 Corporate Sponsorship: Per year.
Mail To: California Deer Association, 820 Park Row, PMB 671, Salinas, CA 93901-2406

California Deer Association
820 Park Row, PMB 671
Salinas, CA  93901-2406
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