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Don’t sweat the heat.
The lightweight fabric used in Cabela’s Microtex Lite clothing is amazingly tough, yet 
quiet. It dries quickly and breathes extremely well. At half the weight of the original 
Microtex, and constructed with the same commitment to performance as the original 
garments, Cabela’s Microtex Lite is the ultimate warm-weather hunting clothing.  Check 
out our huge selection of hunting clothing at any Cabela’s store or visit cabelas.com.
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Sharing the Tradition
California Deer Association’s 

2010 Junior Deer Hunt Drawing

2010 Sharing the Tradition Entry Form

Name:________________________________________________________________________________
Address: _____________________________________________________________________________
City:___________________________________________________ State:__________ Zip:___________
Telephone:________________________________ Email Address:________________________________
Junior Hunting Lic #:______________________ Age:_______ Sex: Male or Female (circle one)
Adult Contact: Name___________________________ Telephone___________ Email:_________________
Have you ever hunted deer?  Yes or No (circle one)  Have you ever taken a deer?  Yes or No (circle one)
What caliber rifle will you be shooting? ______________________  (required for ammunition order)
Hunt Dates: December 17-18, December 18-19, December 19-20, December 20-21, December 21-22
 (Hunts begin at 11 a.m. on first day and conclude at noon of the second day.)
(If you can hunt on more than one date, list the dates in order of preference.)
Hunt Date Choices:  1st __________  2nd __________ 3rd ____________ 4th __________ 5th_________

Send entry form to: Sharing the Tradition   Entry Deadline: October 14, 2010
   P.O. Box 7708
   Stockton, CA 95267-0708                                  ( OK to duplicate Entry Form )

     The California Deer Association is 
pleased to announce the 7th Annual 
Sharing the Tradition Junior Deer 
Hunt Drawing. Junior hunters have a 
chance to win one of 25 fully guided 
antlerless deer hunts on the famous 
270,000-acre Tejon Ranch. Event spon-
sors include Tejon Ranch, Federal 
Premium Ammunition, Alpen Optics, 
Barnes Bullets, Hunter’s Specialties 
and Birchwood Casey.
     This is a free drawing that is open 
to all junior hunters with a valid 2010 
California junior hunting license and 
an unfilled deer tag. The normal hunt 

Rules and Requirements
   •Only one hunt can be won per junior hunter.   
      This is an antlerless deer hunt.
   •Limit of one entry per junior hunter (list hunt
     dates in order of preference). 
   •Applicant must possess a valid 2010/2011 
     California Junior Hunting License.
   •Applicant must possess a valid unfilled 
      2010 California deer tag (any zone) or deer
      tag application to exchange for the Tejon
      Ranch PLM deer tag.
   • Listed hunt dates cannot be changed.
   • Hunts are nontransferable.
   • Hunt acceptance must be confirmed by 
      October 25, 2010.
   •Applicant must be accompanied on the hunt
      by an adult. (Space limitations limit this to
      one adult only.)
   •Transportation to the Tejon Ranch is not
      included and is the responsibility of the
      winner and his/her accompanying adult.
   • Incomplete entries will not be included in   
      the drawing.
   • Only winners will be notified.

or access fees will not be charged.
Lodging on the ranch is included.
     Five junior hunters will hunt on 
each of the five hunt dates. This is a 
random drawing conducted by the 
California Deer Association.
     Entry deadline for this year’s draw-
ing is October 14, 2010.

25 Free 

Guided Hunts

2010 Sponsors
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The Premiere Hunting Location in California
Deer, Elk, Bear, Hogs, Antelope, Turkey, Quail and More!

Proud 
Host  of
CDA’s

Sharing
 the

 Tradition
Junior Deer Hunts

Come Enjoy the Largest 
Private Ranch in California

270,000 Acres

Book Your
 2010 Hunts

Now!

Tejon Ranch
P.O. Box 1000

Lebec, CA 93243
www.hunttejon.com
Call (661) 663-4210

Excellent
Accommodations

Terrific Guides

Awesome Scenery

Guided
and

Unguided
Hunts

Available
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Heroes

When their antlers are in velvet 
during the summer, the bucks 

look like they have cattails on their 
heads. This buck should have an excel-
lent rack come the fall.

Photograph by Donn Walgamuth.

The Cover

CDA President’s Message

 From the time we were kids, we 
all have our heroes. They could be a 
parent, a movie star or sports per-
sonality, a teacher or older sibling. 
In my case, my heroes ranged from 
my grandfather, to my father, to the 
world champion bull rider. Watching 
them, learning from them and imitat-
ing them made me a better person.
 We in the California Deer Asso-
ciation are fortunate to have so many 
heroes among us. I would like to take 
this opportunity to recognize just a 
few.
 Tom Dermody – the driving force 
behind the Field of Dreams special 
needs event. I had the privilege of 
attending again this year and if the 
smiling faces of the kids are any indi-
cation, it was a huge success. I can’t 
begin to imagine how many hours 

Tom puts in to preparation, coordina-
tion, and planning for the weekend. 
For three days, there is no CDA, CWA, 
MDF, etc. Regardless of which logo is 
printed on their hats, they’re just vol-
unteers who are committed to making 
sure the children have a good time. 
Thank you, Tom, for your dedication 
to this very worthy activity. I would 
also like to thank the Marks family, 
owners of the Stonyford Ranch, for 
their hospitality. The ranch is a won-
derful place and the children and their 
families had a great time.
 Members of the North Valley 
CDA Chapter – a group that not only 
put on their own successful banquet 
this year, but many of their mem-
bers have traveled to several other 
banquets to lend a hand with set-up, 
cleanup, banking, auctions and games. 
Their actions epitomize the spirit of 
CDA as their hard work goes beyond 
their own chapter. I know the chapters 
they have assisted are grateful for all 
of the extra help. Thank you, North 
Valley.
 Placer and North Coast Chapters 
– Thank you for your affiliation with 
CDA and for your efforts to put on ex-
ceptional first-time banquets. I had the 
pleasure of attending both banquets 
and they were great. Our organization 
is glad to have you on-board and ap-
preciates your hard work.
 Rick Bulloch – longtime Field 
Director and Board member. Anyone 
who knows Rick knows that his en-
ergy, enthusiasm and belief in CDA’s 
mission is contagious. Rick’s journey 
has taken another turn and it saddens 
me to say that he is no longer able to 
serve on CDA’s Board of Directors. I 
would like to thank you, Rick, for your 

many years of service to CDA and 
wish you continued success in your 
endeavors.
 Andy and Margo Wood – my 
mentors and friends. As founding 
members of CDA years ago, they 
had the vision to know that the only 
hope for the deer herds in California 
is a local organization where funds 
would be raised and spent in Cali-
fornia. Rarely does an issue come up 
that I don’t talk through with Andy. 
His wisdom and common-sense 
approach to problem solving have 
helped me a lot and I thank you, 
Andy, for your help.  Margo is the 
“Go To Girl” in CDA. She has prob-
ably forgotten more than I will ever 
know about the organization. Thanks 
Margo for all that you do behind the 
scenes and for all the answers to my 
questions.
 Pat Fitzmorris – CDA Field Di-
rector. Thank you, Pat, for doing such 
a great job. You have helped establish 
many new chapters and have assisted 
with the success of banquets. It’s easy 
to forget that you haven’t been with 
CDA very long because you have so 
quickly established relationships and 
made the position your own. Thank 
you for a job well done.  Why don’t 
you take a much-deserved rest after 
banquet season?  
 The list of CDA heroes could 
go on and on. There are so many 
people who work so hard toward our 
common goal. Suffice it to say, thank 
you one and all for your support and 
contributions to CDA. Together we 
are making a difference.

Matt Rogers
President

Chapter Date Contact
Morgan Hill 7/23/10 Steve Balbo (408) 640-1578
Western Sierra (Sonora) 7/31/10 Ron Colombani (209) 533-2106

Last CDA Banquets of the Season 
Don’t Miss Out!



Hunters as
Conservationists… 

Stand Proud!
 I love deer! I know some of you 
smiled when you read that but I re-
ally do and I don’t care who knows 
it. I love everything about deer. I 
love hunting deer, watching deer, 
learning about deer, and yes, I love 
to eat deer. I love the country that 
they call home, I love matching wits 
with deer, I love the sunrises on a 
mountaintop, the camaraderie of 
deer hunting, the lore and tradi-
tion of chasing deer, and yes, I love 
seeing a big set of antlers – knowing 
how many years it took avoiding 
predators, both two-legged and four-
legged, to acquire such a set and how 
great nutrition and genetics came to 
play in that regard. I love mule deer 
and blacktails, and some day I hope 
to experience whitetails and sitka 
blacktails, and I know I will love 
them as well.
 We as hunters and as conser-
vationists have a responsibility to 
manage and care for our deer herds. 
We are a key component in the most 
successful wildlife management 
programs in the history of mankind. 
How so?  Hunters provide the dol-
lars needed to fuel the programs!  
Nationwide, hunters contribute $7.5 
million every day to conservation 
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Field N
otes and the best system of wildlife science 

in the world. Here is how it works:
 License Revenues: Has anyone 
else noticed that license and tag fees 
have gone up?  I don’t like paying 
more either, but it isn’t all bad. Li-
cense fees pay for a big percentage of 
DFG’s budget, which in turn supports 
wildlife management, habitat restora-
tion and improvement, and general 
conservation efforts for all wildlife. 
 Excise Taxes: We are taxed every 
time that we buy any sporting goods 
and this money goes directly to the 
state agencies to acquire, maintain, 
and improve wildlife habitat and to 
make recreational land more acces-
sible and enjoyable for sportsmen and 
nonsportsmen alike. So far, we have 
paid almost $6 billion toward this pro-
gram, and states are required to match 
these dollars with a 25% contribution.
 Other Income: Required hunting 
stamps, contributions from wildlife 
groups like CDA, and interest on these 
monies add up to over $2.7 billion an-
nually (nationwide) for conservation. 
That makes hunters the largest con-
tributors for conservation that benefits 
all wildlife and all Americans. This 
system has worked exceptionally well 
in that many once-threatened wildlife 
populations are now very robust and 
can withstand, and actually need, har-
vesting. This is a fact that wouldn’t be 
possible without funding from sports-
men and women. 
 And hunting is big business in 
the U.S., generating 600,000 jobs and 
billions of dollars in additional rev-
enue and taxes. Imagine how much 
you spend on a hunting trip and the 
trickle-down effect that has on our 
economy. That figure includes all the 
hunting equipment, the fuel, motels, 
equipment, etc. that you need for an 
enjoyable hunt. This is another very 
important part of the puzzle.  
 That’s the good news. Now here 
is the concerning news… Hunters are 
definitely in the minority, especially in 
California. Less than 1% of all Califor-
nians hunt, going by a state popula-
tion of roughly 37 million and hunting 
license sales holding their own since 
2004 at just under 300,000. Studies 
have shown that the vast majority of 
nonhunters approve of hunting so that 
is another positive aspect of all this. 

 So, what can we do to improve 
things for wildlife in California? 
Recruit new hunter/conservationists 
who will ultimately help fund the 
system and promote wildlife conser-
vation, keep the majority of nonhunt-
ers in favor of our sport, and support 
conservation groups like CDA so we 
can continue the conservation and 
habitat work that we do. 
 Another thing that could really 
help is for our current members to 
help spread the word on what CDA 
is about and what we are trying to 
accomplish. I think word of mouth is 
sometimes the best advertising tool 
and if we work together on this, just 
think of the progress we could make 
in growing our organization and 
helping improve the health of our 
deer. Please try to recruit some new 
members.
 Let’s rejoice and cherish the fact 
that we live in the greatest country 
on earth – a country where we have 
the freedom to pursue our pastimes 
like deer hunting. The other day I 
was talking to my FedEx driver, who 
looked to be in his early 40s and was 
from Ukraine. He has only been a 
U.S. resident for a couple of years 
and he told me how hard it was to 
become a legal resident but he was 
proud that he jumped through all the 
hoops and finally accomplished it. 
He was so excited that now he could 
take the state hunter education class 
and actually start hunting, something 
he couldn’t do in his native country. 
How cool is that?
 Thank you all for being a CDA 
member and/or volunteer. We ap-
preciate every one of you for your 
support. We couldn’t accomplish our 
goals without your help! 

Best regards to all,
Pat Fitzmorris
CDA Field Director

Call Me About
Starting a CDA

Chapter
(916) 663-2861
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CDA Scholarship Winner Graduates!
      What follows is a letter from Jason 
Zito. Zito received $2,500 scholarships 
from CDA in 2006 and 2007. After 
attending a community college, he 
transferred to Humboldt State Univer-
sity where he graduated with a major in 
Wildlife Management and Conservation. 
He is a member of the Gridley CDA 
Chapter but is currently working in 
Hawaii.
 

Aloha CDA,
 
I want to thank the California Deer 
Association for helping me through 
school. Your scholarships helped me 
manage a debt-free education and 
the peace of mind taken from that is 
priceless. As of right now I reside on 
the island of Kauai and work for the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service doing 
primarily predator control work as 
well as biological surveys and stud-
ies. I’ll hopefully be doing this work 

as an independent contractor start-
ing in a couple weeks and continue 
doing so for a year or more. I work 
on three wildlife refuges: Hanalei 
NWR, Kilauea Point NWR and Huleia 

NWR. Hanalei and Huleia are wet-
land refuges which harbor numerous 
endangered waterbirds found only 
in Hawaii. Kilauea Point is host to 
numerous seabirds, endangered and 
otherwise. My work at this point has 
taken me away from game/sporting-
influenced wildlife management but 
my experiences as a sportsman have 
helped me tremendously in my job, 
which is basically hunting down and 
trapping predatory and competitive 
threats to endangered wildlife. Also, 
it has allowed me to enjoy the sports-
man culture of Hawaii which is very 
strong. There is even a small popula-
tion of blacktail deer on this island, 
but they’re a bit spookier and more 
elusive than those on the mainland. I 
want to say thanks again to everyone 
at CDA for helping me the way you 
did.
 
Mahalo,
Jason Zito
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The California Deer Association is a 
nonprofit, tax-exempt wildlife conserva-
tion organization whose principal goal 
is to improve our California deer herds 
and other wildlife through direct finan-
cial support for habitat improvement 
and research projects. Seventy-five per-
cent of the net profit from fundraising 
events goes to projects benefiting deer 
and other wildlife within California.

Founder - Alex Ramoz

Board of Directors
Matt Rogers — President

Jerry Springer — Vice President
Andy Wood — Past President

Dana Guidotti — Treasurer
Rennie Cleland — Director
Matt Hamman — Director

Jim Lidberg — Director
Oscar Ramirez — Director

Larry Smith — Director
Donn Walgamuth — Director
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Chapter Development

Pat Fitzmorris
(916) 663-2861

patf@caldeer.org

California Deer Editor
Jerry Springer

Jerry@WesternHunter.com

CDA Website
www.CalDeer.org

Elizabeth Keller 
webmaster@CalDeer.org

California Deer Association
820 Park Row, PMB 671
Salinas, CA 93901-2406

(888) 499-DEER
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He Shoots, He Scores!!!

      CDA Junior Member, Michael J. 
Flores, is also a member of the U.S. 
National Junior Olympic Trap Team.
      Most CDA members do a fair 
amount of shooting each year but 
nothing compared to Michael. On av-
erage he shoots a pallet of shotshells 
a year, which is approximately 25,000 
rounds. 
      At just 15 years of age, Michael 
recently won the 2010 California 
Junior Olympic International Trap 
Champion title.

      This summer Michael will be com-
peting in the National Championships 
and the National Junior Olympics.
       Last December, Michael was one 
of the lucky juniors to be drawn for 
the Sharing the Tradition deer hunt 
at the Tejon Ranch. He did say that 
shooting during the hunt was very 
different – shotgun is point and shoot, 
rifle is breathing and trigger pull.
      One of Michael’s future goals is to 
compete in the 2016 Olympics.
      We wish him great success!

Henry Colletto (right) presents Alex 
Ramoz, founder of CDA, a special 
CDA jacket at this year’s San Jose 
Chapter Banquet.

      Donn Walgamuth, from Redding, 
California, was recently elected to the 
CDA Board of Directors.
      Walgamuth’s name seem famil-
iar? Donn has contributed many 
outstanding photos for use in past 
California Deer issues and we are 
grateful for every one. In fact, check 
out this issue’s cover and the back-
ground photo used in the 2010 Deer 
Season Forecast article. Welcome!

Founder HonoredNew CDA Director

Tell a Friend
About CDA

Today!
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CDA Banquets!
San Jose Chapter, 2010
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Adopt-a-Deer Herd 
By Sara Holm

Associate Wildlife Biologist, Placer and Nevada Counties
North Central Region, Wildlife Management, California Department of Fish and Game

Students from both schools watch the NDOW helicopter take off with two of their classmates for a 
flight that followed the path of migrating mule deer. Teachers from each school were taken next to 
see what the students saw from the air.  (Photo Sara Holm)

PROJECTS

 Have you ever seen 145 fifth-
graders running through mule deer 
country looking for sheds? You 
would have on June 4th as the Nevada 
Department of Wildlife (NDOW) and 
the California Department of Fish and 
Game (DFG) teamed up to lead a field 
trip for two schools participating in 
a new Adopt-a-Deer Herd Program. 
Five classes from Verdi and Glen-
shire Elementary Schools have been 
spending part of their science rotation 
learning about mule deer and track-
ing their migration in Google Earth.
 These students all see deer in 
their backyards, depending on the 
season. If they’re from Verdi they see 

them in the winter in Nevada, and if 
they’re from Glenshire they see them 
in the summer in California. They now 
see them in the classroom when they 
open KMZ files in Google Earth, all 
because of a project that began with 
concern about the viability of the herd. 
 The Verdi sub-unit of the Loyal-
ton-Truckee Deer Herd hasn’t been 
studied in a long time but biologists 
have witnessed declining numbers 
during surveys and hunter manage-
ment of this interstate herd. Through 
an agency partnership, the NDOW 
and the DFG have captured and 
collared 20 deer and will add five 
more collars for additional deer this 
summer. The study will also include 
game cameras on private property in 
Glenshire that is believed to be used 
extensively for fawning and summer 
foraging. The data collected will be 
important for setting quotas in the X7b 
premium draw zone in California and 
for hunt units 194 and 196 in Nevada. 
More importantly, the data will be 
critical for adaptive management strat-
egies in both states. Knowing migra-
tion routes, highway crossings, fawn-
ing areas and home-range habitat use 
on winter and summer range will help 

guide local planning, land acquisition 
and forest management. This work is 
so important and fun that the biolo-
gists wanted to share it with the local 
students and thus the Adopt-a-Deer 
Herd Program was born.
 Five of the collared deer have 
Sirtrack satellite collars that allow 
desktop download of waypoints dur-
ing the time the collar is deployed. A 
KMZ file is generated from the deer’s 
locations and this can be viewed in 
Google Earth, something the teachers 
can download for free and use in the 
classroom. The points from each loca-
tion the collar collected are displayed 
on an interactive, color satellite photo. 
NDOW Big Game Biologist Mike Cox 
cleaned up each download and sent it 
to the teachers who guided their stu-
dents on how to track the deer. The 
kids could follow each deer and make 
comparisons of habitat use, day and 
night movements, road crossings, etc. 
At the end of this first trial semester 
some of the deer began to migrate 
from Verdi into Glenshire/Truckee 
and the students saw it all happen 
from their desktops.
 While they were watching the 
movement, they sent questions to 
the biologists and found the answers 
on a website created just for them by 

Sara Holm checks the heart rate of an immobi-
lized deer prior to release.  (Photo Josh Bush)

Sara Holm, DFG Wildlife Biologist gets help 
from a student to demonstrate how a deer is 
hobbled during capture.  (Photo Jan Kaita)
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continued on page 22

Left photo:
Pre-project looking 
northeast at dense 
pinyon pine tree
encroachment.
Right photo:
Post-project looking 
northeast at large area 
of pinyon pine tree 
removal.

NDOW’s Kim Toulouse, a Conserva-
tion Educator. It was important to us 
for the kids to get to experience real-
time science on a species that gets a 
lot of attention in the hunting world 
but less in terms of conservation. 
With quick and cooperative planning, 
a June 4th field trip was set to culmi-
nate the program in which all the kids 
would get to be a biologist for a day.
 The action began in the heart of 
winter range at Verdi Elementary in 
Verdi, Nevada. As kids piled out of 
classrooms and busses (provided by 
Nevada Bighorns Unlimited and the 
California Deer Association), you 
could hear the buzz of excitement 
as they saw the NDOW helicopter 
parked on the play yard. A few of the 
kids took members of the media into 
the classroom to show them how they 
tracked the deer while the rest were 
split into groups of bucks, does or 

fawns, and began the day with three 
activities.
 The first activity station included 
net gun and dart gun demonstrations 
by wildlife biologists Carl Lackey and 
Sara Holm, as well as a discussion on 
how each was used to capture deer. 
The kids had great questions about the 
safety of the deer, including whether 
it was normal for the antlers to fly off 
during net gunning as they did on the 
3D deer target.
 They next went to see the heli-
copter where NDOW Chief Pilot Bob 
Lloyd talked about how it was used 
for deer capture and survey. He al-
lowed each student to climb through 
the ship, which was enjoyed by all.
 Finally they went out on a nature 
trail used by deer and other wildlife to 
learn about winter habitat and browse. 
They then played the Thicket Game in 
which the students hid behind ma-
hogany or clumps of bitterbrush while 
a “predator” tried to find them.
 The highlight came when two 
lucky students loaded up in the 
helicopter for a tour over the path of 
a migrating deer. Everyone gathered 

Upper left - Students line up to climb through the helicopter after learning how it’s used to capture and survey deer with NDOW Chief Pilot Bob 
Lloyd.  (Photo Jan Kaita) Upper right - Carl Lackey, NDOW, prepares to fire the net gun over the deer target.  (Photo Josh Bush)

Carl Lackey, NDOW, displays a winter-range 
map showing satellite-designated points from 
the collared deer.  (Photo Sara Holm)

Two of the students bring back shed antlers 
from the winter range to exchange for a prize.  
(Photo Sara Holm)

Students work together with the receiver and 
antenna to find a direction that will lead to the 
hidden collar.  (Photo Sara Holm)

safely behind the playground fence 
and waited anxiously for the heli-
copter to lift off and fly right over 
them. To distract the majority who 
didn’t get to go for a ride, everyone 
loaded up for a trip to a spot that was 
very significant. It was there, just a 
few miles down the road that maps 
were on display. The maps showed 
waypoints from some of the collared 
deer that used the very ground they 
were then standing on. The kids were 
challenged by Aaron Keller, Regional 
Wildlife Education Specialist for 
NDOW, to search the bench of land 
for signs of deer. The kids proved 
to remember some of what they 
learned in class as they shouted out 
antlers, poop and tracks. Luckily for 
us, Keller has spent many weekends 
searching for sheds and had a bunch 
hidden in the area, along with a few 
jaws and bones. A mad dash began 
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2010 Deer Season Forecast
By Terry Knight

 California deer hunters should 
see some of the best hunting condi-
tions in years. The heavier-than-
usual spring rains have resulted in 
an abundance of feed, and the bucks 
this year should have excellent 
antler growth. Despite the excellent 
conditions, though, the state’s deer 
population continues to shrink or 
at best is barely holding its own. 
Loss of habitat, disease and preda-
tors have all taken a toll on the deer 
herds. For the freelance hunter the 
best chance for success is either the 
A or B zones.
 The general A Zone deer sea-
son opens on August 14 and runs 
through September 26. According 
to Department of Fish and Game 
(DFG) biologists, the wet spring did 
help the deer herd – especially in 
the southern sections of the A Zone. 
As expected, the best hunting will 
be in the northern section of the A 
Zone, although there are also good 
opportunities in the national forests 
in Southern California.
 The A Zone is the largest deer 
zone in the state and stretches from 
the town of Willits in Mendocino 
County to the western part of Los 
Angeles County. Typically only 
about 3,000 bucks are taken during 
the season (in 2009, the DFG sta-
tistics show that 2,946 bucks were 
taken for a 9.7 percent success rate). 
These are all blacktails and a good 
buck will weigh about 120 pounds 
field-dressed, and any rack that has 
four points with an 18-inch spread is 
considered a trophy. About 80 per-
cent of the bucks taken will be only 
forked-horns.
 Much of the A Zone is private 
property where gaining permission 
to hunt is nearly impossible. How-
ever, the good news is that there is 
also plenty of prime deer country on 
public land where the chance of suc-
cess is rated from fair to very good. 
The national forests and Bureau of 
Land Management (BLM) lands will 
draw the bulk of the freelance hunt-
ers and one of the top areas will be 

time temperatures are often above 
the century mark. Old-timers have 
labeled it as “two canteen” country 
because you’ll need every drop of 
water that you can carry. This area 
should only be attempted by those 
who are physically fit. This is also 
an area that you will want to hunt 
with a buddy. The area is loaded 
with rattlesnakes, so be careful 
where you step.
 Cow Mountain Recreation Area, 
a 60,000-acre area located just east of 
Ukiah, is best known for its easy ac-
cess. Hunting there, unfortunately, 
isn’t what it used to be, yet it still 
gives up a few good bucks every 
season. Its most popular area is the 
northern section near the Mayacama 
Campground. Decent hunting can 
also be found near Red Mountain. 
The recreation area is laced with 
roads and off-road vehicle trails. 
Maps for the BLM properties can be 
downloaded off the Internet.
 For the Southern California 
hunters who don’t care to make the 
long drive to the north, there are a 
few areas in the Southland that will 
offer fair hunting. The northern 
section of the Los Padres National 
Forest near Paso Robles offers fair 
hunting, but expect a lot of hunting 
pressure.
 The Los Padres National Forest 
near San Luis Obispo is worth a try, 
and check out the San Luca Wilder-
ness Area. The farther south you go, 
the fewer the hunting opportuni-
ties. If you’re familiar with the area, 
however, you will increase your 
chances of success.
 Located in the northwestern 
section of the state, the B zones have 
always been considered as some of 
the top buck producers in the state. 
As one DFG biologist puts it, “The B 
zones are literally a deer factory.”
 The deer season in the B zones 
runs from September 18 to October 
24, with the exception of the B4 sea-
son which is August 28 to October 3 
and the B6 season is September 18 to 
October 17. The B zones stretch from 

the Mendocino National Forest.
 The A Zone section of the Men-
docino National Forest stretches from 
Upper Lake in Lake County to Lake 
Pillsbury. The more popular hunting 
areas are Deer Valley, French Ridge, 
Pine Mountain, Horse Mountain and 
the Bartlett Springs area.
 The eastern section of the Men-
docino National Forest offers decent 
deer hunting at Goat Mountain and 
near Letts Lake, which has an excel-
lent campground. Goat Mountain 
rises to more than 6,000 feet and 
holds some quality bucks. Maps of 
the Mendocino National Forest can 
be downloaded off the Internet.
 The BLM has thousands of acres 
of public land in Northern California 
that offers excellent deer hunting. 
One of the more popular areas is 
the 20,000-acre Cache Creek Wild-
life Area, located on Highway 20 
in eastern Lake County. Last year, 
many hunters reported seeing some 
huge bucks in the remote sections 
along Cache Creek. This is all hike-
in country and the terrain varies 
from flat rolling hills to steep, rocky 
grades. The farther you hike, the 
better your chances of scoring. Many 
hunters make the five-mile hike from 
the trailhead to Wilson Valley. There 
is an excellent trail and some of the 
hunters use mountain bikes. It’s also 
a popular area for horses.
 The Payne Ranch, located just 
east of the Cache Creek Wildlife 
Area, has long been known for its 
big bucks. The ranch is owned by the 
BLM and is open to the public for 
hunting. It consists of 40,000 acres of 
prime deer country. The larger bucks 
are found along Cache Creek, a six-
mile hike from the parking lot.
 The Big Blue Ridge country, 
located in Yolo County just off High-
way 16 west of the town of Rumsey, 
is an excellent location for trophy 
bucks. However, it is also one of the 
roughest sections of terrain in the A 
Zone. The hunting pressure is very 
low because of its terrain, which 
is steep with thick brush. The day-
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the Oregon border, south to northern 
Lake County, and from Interstate 5 
on the east, to the Pacific Ocean on 
the west. Included in the B zones are 
the Mendocino, Six Rivers, Klamath, 
and Shasta-Trinity national forests; 
the Marble Mountain, Trinity Alps, 
Snow Mountain, and Yolla Bolly 
wilderness areas; plus thousands of 
acres of BLM land. The elevation 
ranges from more than 7,000 feet 
down to sea level and the terrain is 
a mixture of pines, oaks and thick 
brush. The deer in the B zones aren’t 
considered migratory although they 
will move from the high country to 
the wintering areas at the first sign 
of bad weather.
 Some huge blacktail deer, in-
cluding a number with record-book 
heads, have come out of the B zones. 
What is a good head for a blacktail 
buck? Anything over an 18-inch 
spread is considered very good and 
a 21-plus-inch spread is getting up 
into the trophy class. The bonus is 
that most of the better hunting areas 
are located on public lands.
 Hunters who are seeking that 
once-in-a-lifetime trophy blacktail 
should check out the wilderness 
areas. There are four designated 
wilderness areas within the B zones. 
All hold an incredible number of 
deer. Of course, it will take some 
hiking or traveling on horseback to 
reach these bucks. At the northern 
edge in B6 is the 214,000-acre Marble 
Mountain Wilderness Area. The 
jumping-off point on the eastern 
side is Lover’s Camp, located near 
Fort Jones. From there you can hike 
to Marble Valley and on to Big Elk 
Lake.
 Heading south, you run into 
the Trinity Alps Wilderness Area. 
This is a remote area and some of 
the bucks have never seen a human. 
This is a great late-season hunt. The 
Yolla Bolly Wilderness Area is also 
very remote and holds many quality 
bucks.
 The most accessible wilderness 
area is Snow Mountain. Located 

in the B1 Zone in the Mendocino 
National Forest, the elevation ranges 
from over 7,000 feet down to 1,500 
feet. Early in the season the bucks 
will be at the higher elevations, but 
the first rain will send them scurry-
ing to the lower elevations. This is an 
excellent area for the hike-in hunter.
 Del Norte, Humboldt, and Siski-
you counties all produce a number 
of record heads each year. One area 
that’s often overlooked by hunters is 
Happy Camp. This is steep, rough, 
brushy country but it’s well worth 
the effort. Of all the counties in the B 
zones, Mendocino County will pro-
duce the most bucks and the Mendo-
cino National Forest will draw most 
of the hunters. Some of the largest 
bucks are taken just east of the town 
of Covelo.
 Some of the more popular areas 
in the B1 zone are Hull Mountain, 
Sanhedrin Mountain, Anthony Peak, 
Etsel Ridge, Grizzly Flat and the 
Snow Mountain Wilderness Area. Of 
these areas, Hull Mountain is by far 
the most popular. It’s not unusual to 
see the area crawling with hunters on 
the opening weekend, but within a 
week the hunting pressure drops off 
considerably.
 Etsel Ridge, located near the Eel 
River Work Center east of Covelo, is 
another favorite late-season hunt-
ing area. To reach this area, take U.S. 
Forest Service Road M1, which starts 
at the Eel River Work Center. McCoy 
Ridge is another excellent area for 
large bucks. Go to the end of the road 
and hike down to the Black Butte 
River. This area can also be reached 
off of road M1.
 The Black Butte River drain-
age below Keller Place holds some 
tremendous bucks. This is a hike-in 
area and consists of oak flats and is 
one of the prime wintering areas for 
deer coming off Anthony Peak.
 Another area that produces some 
excellent bucks is Mendenhall, just 
north of Hull Mountain. This is also 
a hike-in area. In the past, some huge 
bucks have been taken in this area.

 The general rule for hunting the 
B zones is to hunt high early in the 
season and then switch to the lower 
foothills during its final two weeks.
 Weather will be a major factor 
in the success rate for hunters. If the 
storms come early, the hunting will 
break wide open as the bucks mi-
grate down to the lower elevations. 
The final week of the season should 
also see most of the bucks in rut.

“Point Cap” Rumor
 On page 12 of the 2010 Big 
Game Hunting Digest booklet, the 
following sentence started Califor-
nia Big Game hunters talking.
 “The maximum number of 
preference points for any species a 
hunter can have is eight.”
 This got the blood pressure and 
neck veins in some hunters rising 
and bulging out, thinking there was 
now a cap on the number of prefer-
ence points one could accumulate.
 Those with maximum points 
felt that there shouldn’t be a cap as 
they had continued to put in each 
year and wanted their chances of 
being drawn to continue to get bet-
ter each year. 
 Those without maximum points 
liked the idea that after eight years 
of not getting drawn, they would 
be on equal footing with those with 
maximum points — otherwise for 
the extremely high-demand hunts 
their chance to compete with the 
maximum point people would 
never happen.
 Well, whether you like the 
rumor or not, it turns out it is just 
a rumor and not true. The intent 
of the sentence was just to state 
that no one could have more than 
eight preference points this year 
because that is how many years the 
system has been in operation. At 
the present time there is no cap on 
the number of preference points a 
hunter can accumulate.

Background Photo by Donn Walgamuth



 As hunters struggle to get 
through huge patches of hard, sharp, 
pointy brush to get to that clearing 
that surely holds a 28-inch buck, most 
have no appreciation for the habitat 
type they’re in, and have no idea how 
productive it could be, given proper 
management. Of course, when your 
sunglasses are being ripped from 
your face, you lose your cap and 
you’re trying to stanch the flow of 
blood from uncounted scratches and 
punctures, it’s hard to think favor-
ably about the situation that you find 
yourself in.
 The habitat type known as chap-
arral is found along the Coast Range 
from Mendocino and Lake counties 
south into northern Baja, Mexico, 
and the lower elevations of the Sierra 
Nevada adjacent to the Central Val-
ley. It is a shrub-dominated habitat 
type that includes sub-types Mixed 
Chaparral, Chamise (Adenostoma 
fasciculatum)-Redshank (A. sparsifo-
lium) Chaparral and Coastal Scrub. 
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Habitat Happenings

Chaparral

It can, and quite often does, include 
limited amounts of tree cover, includ-
ing Coast Live Oak (Quercus agrifolia), 
Valley Oak (Quercus lobata), Blue 
Oak (Quercus douglasii), Blue Oak-
Gray Pine (Pinus sabiniana), Montane 
Hardwood, and Montane Hardwood 
Conifer. Commonly associated shrubs, 
beside chamise, include birchleaf 
(western) mountain mahogany (Cer-
cocarpus betuloides), silk-tassel (Garrya 
fremontii), toyon (Heteromeles arbuti-
folia) , yerba-santa (Eriodictyon califor-
nicum), California buckeye (Aesculus 
californica), poison-oak (Toxicodendron 
diversilobum), California coffeeberry 
(Rhamnus californica), hollyleaf cherry 
(Prunus ilicifolia), chaparral-pea (Pick-
eringia montana), California fremontia 
or flannelbush (Fremontia californica) 
and ceanothus (Ceanothus spp.). Of 
course, not all of these are necessarily 
present on all sites, but are representa-
tive of what is usually available.
 Except for deer in the Sierra 
Nevada and San Gorgonio mountain 

populations, most deer popula-
tions in the chaparral region are 
not migratory and live yearlong in 
habitats dominated by a mix of oak 
woodland shrub and tree species, 
and chaparral with a diversity of 
shrub species. Resident deer exhibit 
seasonal shifts within home ranges 
to take advantage of microclimate 
and vegetative differences between 
south- and north-facing slopes, but 
these movements are relatively short, 
perhaps only a half-mile or so. Deer 
densities tend to decrease from north 
to south in this region of California, 
particularly in the Coast Range. Of 
course, deer populations throughout 
California have been reduced to only 
a fraction of what they were in the 
late 1960s. The only exception to this 
generalization is the suburban deer 
that live near human developments 
and feed on the abundant artificial 
food provided by landscaping and 
irrigation. This population is do-
ing exceptionally well, as would be 



expected.
 The most nutritionally demand-
ing time of year for deer in the 
California Woodland Chaparral 
Ecoregion occurs in late summer 
and early fall before onset of fall and 
winter rains that result in germina-
tion of annual grasses and forbs, and 
before acorn mast becomes available. 
Does have their greatest nutritional 
demand at this time because they are 
still nursing fawns. Nutritional qual-
ity is diminished because most herba-
ceous forage has cured and dried by 
early summer and crude protein con-
tent of major browse species begins to 
decline about midsummer. Abundant 
acorn production and early fall rains 
that stimulate annual plant growth 
are important for deer to gain some 
reserves for the breeding season and 
coming winter. Without this “burst” 
of high-quality nutrition, does will 
not be able to conceive and carry as 
many fetuses as they normally would 
be expected to have, and when the 
rains are late, or the mast crop fails, 
the does exhibit signs of major nutri-
tional stress. During the drought that 
gripped California in the late 1970s, 
the author necropsied deer that had 
nothing but blue oak leaves in the ru-
men. The rumen surface was slough-
ing off, there was absolutely no fat 
around the kidneys and heart, and 
when the femur was examined, the 
marrow resembled cherry gelatin, not 
the normal look of reddish fat indica-
tive of good nutrition. Small wonder 
that the deer could not survive and 
reproduce.
 One important fact about the 
chaparral community is its ability to 
regenerate and renew itself follow-
ing fire. Essentially, this community 
needs periodic, relatively mild-
intensity fire to sustain itself in a state 
that is beneficial to the many wildlife 
species that use or depend upon this 
habitat type for some portion of its 
life cycle. Several of the chaparral 
species are crown sprouters, mean-
ing that there is a relatively large 
underground root crown that stores 
nutrients that the plant can access 
after a fire destroys the above-ground 
portion of the plants. Of course, 
with the massive, extreme-intensity 
wildfires we’ve experienced in the 
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past few years, this benefit generally 
is either lacking or is much-delayed 
because the fires are able to actually 
travel down the root system to either 
burn or kill this root crown. Another 
group of chaparrals is dependent on 
fire to break the seed coat and allow 
the seeds to germinate with the winter 
rains. Interestingly enough, as the 
need for prescribed burns becomes 
ever more obvious – based on the 
acreage of chaparral burned each 
year – because of safety and air quality 
concerns, conducting these prescribed 
burns becomes more difficult and the 
problem just gets more critical. Early 
recommendations from habitat and 
deer specialists working in the Coast 
Range were to burn on average 45 
acres per square mile each year for 10 
years, creating the desired mosaic of 
uneven-age stands of chaparral. This 
would allow adequate hiding and 
thermal cover while providing the 
optimum in deer forage. For a variety 
of reasons, this never happened.
 Fire recovery follows this general 
pattern: for the first 1 to 3 years post-
fire, cover is dominated by short-lived 
herbs and subshrubs; shrubs are 
present as seedlings and root-crown 
sprouts. From 3 to 15 years, herba-
ceous species disappear as shrubs 
and subshrubs enlarge, but shrub 
canopies generally do not touch. From 
approximately 10 to 30+ years after a 
burn, shrub cover increases, canopies 
begin to overlap, relatively short-lived 
shrubs begin to die, and dead material 
accumulates. Stands more than 25 to 
35 years old eventually become senes-
cent. This schedule, presented here of 
course varies with species composi-
tion, slope, aspect, elevation, soil type 

and moisture.
 Anecdotal evidence from the 
Coast Range in San Luis Obispo 
and southern Monterey counties 
in the late 1970s through the early 
1990s (analysis of deer tag data with 
hunter-reported kill locations) sug-
gests that deer production starts to 
increase beginning with the second 
year following a burn, continues to 
rise for about 5 to 7years, and then 
declines to the point that after about 
10 years, there is little real difference 
between pre- and post-fire harvest. 
As mentioned above, the shrub 
canopy begins to close after roughly 
10 years, likely limiting hunter access 
to productive spots, and this prob-
ably accounts for some of the take 
reduction that is seen.
 So, unless you are a glutton for 
punishment or have a Kevlar suit of 
camo, hunting the burn areas in those 
first 10 years will give you a better 
chance at a buck and less of a chance 
at looking like the loser in a MMA 
(Mixed Martial Arts) fight.  But in 
reality, both the hunter and hunted 
would fare better if our chaparral 
habitat experienced the correct type 
of burns every 10 years.

Jim Lidberg 
CDA Project Committee Chairman

Sources: Habitat Guidelines for Mule Deer: 
California Woodland Chaparral Ecoregion. 
Mule Deer Working Group, Western As-
sociation of Fish and Wildlife Agencies. Deer 
herd management plans for various herds, 
California DFG. The Black-tailed Deer of the 
Chaparral, Game Bulletin No. 8, California 
DFG. California Wildlife Habitat Relation-
ships System, California DFG. California 
Interagency Wildlife Task Group.
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Members Afield

The photos above and below display the Santa Rosa bucks taken by the Martins, Kearney (above left photo, center) and 
Leslie (above left photo, left). The two left photos are from the 2008 season and the two right photos are the 2009 season. 
2011 will be the last hunting season on the island before all deer and elk will be killed in order to meet the directive of 
the park service, which will take over the island. Kearney writes about their 2009 season... “I would like to thank and 
honor Multiple Use Managers Inc. and the Long, Vail, Vickers, and Woolley families for their donation of the Santa 
Rosa Island Trophy Hunt sold at the 2009 Chico Banquet. I had a wonderful hunt and a great time on Santa Rosa Is-
land. Everyone was so much fun and the staff does such an outstanding job that you feel right at home. I was so lucky to 
harvest such an amazing buck this year, scoring 221 7/8, 6x6, 27 7/8-inches wide. My wife’s buck was a 29-inch, 4x4, 
that scored 186 1/8.
Thank you again for the memories of a lifetime.”
Kearney’s 2008 buck scored 230 7/8, 6x7, 28 7/8-inches wide. Leslie’s management buck was 30 1/2-inches wide.

After being one of the lucky juniors drawn for the 2009 
CDA Sharing the Tradition deer hunt, Beau Rodgers 
continued to shoot straight when he took this hog between 
Maxwell and Stonyford at the end of February.Past CDA President Andy Wood took this 

unique mule deer on Santa Rosa Island during 
the 2009 hunting season.
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Members Afield

     In 2007, my hunting partner and I drew deer tags for an 
X zone located in the eastern Sierra Nevada mountains. My 
hunting partner knew the area well, but I did not. On the third 
morning I drove my Yamaha Rhino out to an area where we 
had seen several deer. At the end of the trail I hiked about a mile 
and a half to a rock outcrop on the shoulder of a hill and stopped 
to glass the opposite wall of a deep and rough canyon covered 
with brush. Glassing for about an hour revealed a massive buck 
standing at the edge of a small grove of pines. The rangefinder 
said the buck was 359 yards away. At my shot the buck disap-
peared. While trying to decide the best route to where the buck 
was, two hunters arrived and told me how to get to a UTV trail 
that would take me onto the ridge where the buck was located. 
As I crested the ridge I noticed several deer running along the 
edge of a meadow about 80 yards below my location. The big 
buck was with them. I shot and missed as he ran into some 
thick pinion and brush. He stopped in a small opening at the 
edge of the trees and I fired again. He dropped immediately and 
after kicking a couple of times, lay still. As I approached the 

deer I could see that he was a truly massive buck. My hands shook as I measured his antlers. They were over 32 inches 
wide and a 4x5! They later scored 184 1/2 gross and 172 net. I used a Savage Model 99 rifle in .308 Winchester with a 
Leupold 3x9 scope and Federal Premium 165-grain ammo.
 A friend who hunts out of state once told me the reason he did so was that there were no big deer left in Cali-
fornia. Yeah, right! Robert Cates, Kerman, California

Attention CDA Members!
Share your days afield with other mem-
bers by emailing your photos to Jerry@
WesternHunter.com.

Thirteen-year-old Bridger Munk took this fanastic blacktail during the 
2009 season. What follows is Bridger’s guide and former CDA director 
Rich Krona’s account of the hunt.
      For the past six years Tim and Pia McIssac have donated a junior 
hunt on their ranch to the Santa Rosa Chapter. On October 3rd, the 
morning was clear and warm. Bridger, his father Ron, and I left the 
ranch house at first light headed to the lower portion of the ranch. 
We took a detour on the way to check a spot that in past years had 
produced quite a few bucks. We had only gone about 300 yards when 
Ron stopped the truck. When I saw what he was looking at, I had to 
calm myself before I could even speak. About 100 yards down the hill 
was a buck. Did I say a buck? No, it was the buck of a lifetime! I have 
guided in California for many years. I have checked the winter herd in 
the Covelo area for many years. Never have I seen a buck with double 
drop tines alive. For blacktail deer this is a rare occurance. The outside 
spread was just over 24” with great eye guards and great mass. After 
pulling off the road we could only see the neck and head of the buck 
from where we were. We felt that any more movement for a better spot 
was going to put this buck out of the country so we decided to have 
Bridger make the shot at the deer’s neck. Bridger shoots a .243 with 
a 100-grain bullet and was dead-on at 100 yards. The buck was 101 yards away. Bridger took a rest and at the shot, 
the buck dropped like a stone. I know Bridger looked at us as having lost our minds as we backslapped and celebrated. 
Bridger had just taken the buck of a lifetime. Once we had a signal for our cell phones, the story spread like a wildfire in 
dry grass. Ron and I must have called 20 or more friends and relatives with the story of this buck. We will have the buck 
on display at the next Santa Rosa Banquet. Be sure to see it!

In 2009, CDA member Mario Pereira went 
on a guided hunt with Cary Jellison of G & J 
Outdoors in Nevada’s units 171-173. Pereira 
shot this great 29-inch mule deer buck at over 
350 yards with a .257 Weatherby. 
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Bret Wood shows off his #19 B&C Quebec-Labrador Caribou.

“Really good, big bou!” 
By Bret Wood

 I can remember every time that I 
have been hunting in my life – being 
only 28 years old helps. The strange 
thing is that it seems that no matter 
what happens on every trip, each 
time is more enjoyable than the one 
before.
 I love to go hunting with my dad. 
Really, that’s why I go, because he 
does.  When he told me that we were 
going to Canada to hunt caribou, I 
said, “Sure, that sounds great!” (Little 
did I know I would come back with a 
trophy Quebec-Labrador Caribou.)
 It was my first time hunting 
in Canada and my first time hunt-
ing caribou, so I really had no idea 
what was in store for me – only just 
what my dad had told me. We flew 
to Schefferville, Quebec, and were 
picked up by our outfitters in an old 
school bus. I was the youngest of our 
hunting party, which were all friends 
and coworkers of my dad’s from our 
hometown. The bus took us to Club 
Chambeaux’s headquarters where we 
were checked in and told we would 
be boarding a float plane to take us to 

the hunting cabins.
 As we weighed our gear and 
loaded everything into the plane, I 
was thinking, “How nice could the 
cabins be if we were flying to in-the-
middle-of-nowhere and if everything 
had to go out there via float plane?”
 Once loaded, it was time for my 
first takeoff from a lake. Loud – that is 
really all I remember about the takeoff. 
As we started the flight to our new 
home for the next five days, I looked 
down… and saw nothing but lakes 
and brush, and thought that never 
in my life had I been anywhere so 
remote.
 As we flew across the Canadian 
wilderness over numerous lakes and 
streams, we came to a lake we circled 
twice. I knew this was the place be-
cause we began our descent to land on 
the water.
 We were met at the water’s edge 
by the hunters who were waiting to 
fly back to the headquarters. Seeing all 
the antlers they carried had me excited 
for the next morning’s hunt. I was re-
ally surprised, too, by the cabins. They 

were really nice, nothing like I had 
envisioned. There were two cabins 
with cots where everyone slept, one 
cabin for a kitchen and one cabin for 
a restroom and showers. Everyone 
got their gear put away and met for 
dinner at the kitchen cabin to go over 
the plan for the next couple of days.
 We split into hunting groups. I 
was with my dad and his longtime 
friend and hunting companion, Les 
Doll or Uncle Les to me. Having 
heard talk about the herds of caribou 
coming through the area, I thought 
that this would be a short boat trip 
across the lake with our guide Paul 
Girard and then just a mattter to pick 
and choose my first caribou. 
 Not so lucky… The first couple 
of days, we sat! Dad said he saw a 
caribou across the lake which was 
about 3000 yards away, but Les and 
I were not so sure. As we sat on this 
mountaintop looking in all directions 
for caribou, a little bit of sun started 
to peek through the clouds. For a 
split second I remember thinking, 
“This isn’t all bad. I might get in a 
little nap.”
 Before I could finish my thought, 
however, the mosquitoes came. They 
were so thick that I couldn’t have had 
enough layers of spray on to even 
remotely protect me from them. As 
I was fighting the urge just to get up 
and head down to the boat, I looked 
over at my dad and Les. Both had 
pulled their jackets up over their 
heads and had only an opening in the 
front so one eye could peer out, but 
they were still searching the hillsides 
for caribou.
 The next couple of days were 
more of the same… A lot of looking 
and sitting, but no caribou and time 
was running out. Still, we were hav-
ing a great time and to me that was 
more important but it would have 
been nice to even see a caribou up 
close. 
 The guides talked to base camp 
and decided to fly us north to a river 
where the caribou had been spotted. 
Dad, Les, Paul and I loaded into the 
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float plane and took off. We flew just 
a couple of minutes until we reached 
the landing area, which was really 
just a wide spot in the river. I am 
happy to report we made it. We all 
waded to shore with our bags and 
rifles, and watched as the plane took 
off. I remember thinking that I hoped 
the pilot would come back for us!
 Knowing the drill, and think-
ing this was going to be like the four 
previous days, we sat down just back 
from the river in the brush line and 
looked across the water, watching 
the hillside for caribou. I had just 
opened my lunch bag to see if there 
was something to snack on when 
Dad tapped me on the shoulder and 
pointed across the river to the far 
hillside. 
 Caribou everywhere, not just one 
or two or twenty, but hundreds of 
them and all coming our way!
 Animal after animal funneling 
down the hillside, all taking differ-
ent trails, disappearing for a while 
then coming out into the open on 
the river’s edge right across from 
us. Without even a hesitation, they 
jumped into the river and started 
across. They were everywhere… up-
stream, downstream and there were 
still more making their way down the 
hillside.
 Being amazed at the unbelievable 
number of caribou coming down off 
the hill, we noticed that the first ones 
were getting out of the river right 
in front of us, maybe twenty yards 
away. We were all dead-quiet as they 
started making their way to the brush 
line where we were sitting. I went 
from not seeing a caribou the day 
before, to almost being stepped on 
by one that day. It was one of those 
“once in lifetime” experiences. 
 After almost being trampled by a 
caribou, our guide decided to move 
us downriver a little bit. We were 
walking in mud that was two-feet 
thick from the millions of caribou 
traveling on the trails we were now 
hiking. As we made our way, we pe-
riodically checked at the river’s edge 
to see what was coming down the 
hill.
 The guide was in front of me, 
and my dad and Les were navigating 
the deep mud a ways behind. As the 

guide turned and started downriver 
again, I looked straight ahead. Two 
large bulls were coming up the bank 
out of the river directly in front of me.
 I couldn’t speak, I grunted toward 
the guide but he didn’t hear me. I 
turned and looked back, but Dad and 
Les were too far back to see. I threw 
my rifle up, found the front shoulder 
and took the shot. 
 Not really having much time to 
evaluate or even consider, I knew that 
I got a good caribou but really had no 
idea how big he really was.
 After I shot, Paul wheeled around 
to look at me. All he could see was a 
smoking gun and a caribou running 
off into the brush. I pointed down to 
the riverbank. By this time Dad and 
Les had made their way through the 
mud to me, and I told them all, “I just 
shot a huge caribou!”
 All four of us made our way 
down to the river’s edge, and lying 
there in about six inches of water was 
my trophy. It was a perfect shot right 
through the front shoulder with my 
.300 Winchester Magnum. I had just 
taken my first caribou. I knew from 
pictures I had seen that he was a good 
one, but really I had no idea until Paul 
said in his broken English, “Really 
good, big bou!” 
 Dad and Les stood 10 feet above 
me on the riverbank, shaking their 
heads in disbelief. They couldn’t be-
lieve it!

 It was getting late by the time 
we finished taking pictures. Dad and 
Les had several times pointed out the 
caribou’s double shovels and the long 
rear-points. There may have been a 
couple of comments on luck, and a lot 
of slaps on the back and congrats said 
all around. 
 We finally made our way back to 
the wide spot in the river to be picked 
up by the plane. We were all in high 
spirits from the day’s events. When 
we reached camp with my trophy, ev-
eryone came to look at what we had 
taken on that day’s trip. It was a great 
time to share my dumb-luck story – 
and my good fortune too – with the 
entire hunting camp.
 I really enjoy hunting but even 
more it’s the people you go and 
spend time with in the outdoors. 
It was a trip of a lifetime that I will 
never forget, not only for getting an 
animal that was good enough for 
the record book but also the time I 
was able to share with my dad in the 
Canadian wilderness.

Editor’s Note:  CDA member Bret 
Wood’s Quebec-Labrador Caribou scored 
423 6/8 B&C and placed #19 in the all-
time records for this animal in the Boone 
& Crockett Record Book. Bret received 
an award for his trophy at the Boone & 
Crockett Banquet in Reno, Nevada held 
in June.
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Good Management Produces Good Bucks
By Mike Mantelli

Cañada de los Osos Ecological Reserve Youth Deer Hunt
September 12th and 13th, 2009

 The 2009 Deer Hunt at Cañada de 
los Osos Ecological Reserve owned by 
the Department of Fish and Game and 
co-managed by the California Deer 
Association was once again a tribute 
to good management practices for 
nature. Five youths were drawn from 
across the state and all walked away 
with great deer, a great experience 
and above all a better appreciation 
for hunting and the responsibilities 
we have as a group. The five youth 
chosen ranged between 12 and 15 
years of age, with two girls and three 
boys attending.  The event started Sat-
urday afternoon at the “Cabin” with 
a brief introduction to CDA and the 
Canada de los Osos. Certified Cali-
fornia Hunter Safety instructor Steve 
Fortino held a short safety course on 
gun handling and shooting. A fantas-
tic tri-tip lunch was barbequed by Jon 
Marfia, Steve Balbo and Brett Fulling-
ton. Each youth had a chance to fire 
off a few shots and make sure that the 
scopes were sighted in. Every youth 
was accompanied by their dad and a 
set of volunteer guides. Around 4:30 
Saturday afternoon, the groups took 
off in pursuit of the “buck”! 
  The California Deer 
Association(CDA) and the California 
Department of Fish and Game (DFG)
manage the Cañada de los Osos 
Ecological Reserve for all native flora 
and fauna. The youth junior deer hunt 
program has benefited from good 
habitat management. Goals from the 
start were to increase all native wild-
life populations on the reserve. The 
results have been positive for upland 
game, nongame, as well as big game 
species.  
 The first goal was to give the land 
a rest from over 100 years of livestock 
grazing. This has provided year-
round nutritional benefits for wildlife 
by protecting wetlands and riparian 
areas, as well as browse which deer 
depend on for survival and good 
fawn recruitment. Water continues to 

be a high priority throughout the re-
serve. Both springs and new drinkers 
have been improved to provide year-
round water for all species of wildlife, 
including deer, wild pigs, and wild 
turkeys.  
 The key ingredients for good wild-
life habitat are food, water, and cover.  
All of these needs are being met and 
improved on the reserve, with the 
help of CDA volunteers. This year’s 
deer hunt was the result of good 
management and a continued com-
mitment to the reserve by volunteers.  
CDA volunteers have made the event 
a quality experience for this year’s 
junior hunters. We want to thank all 
of CDA’s members for their continued 
support of youth outdoor programs.
 Thanks to CDA, Cañada de los 
Osos events will continue to grow and 
improve with time. Become a CDA 
volunteer within your chapter, and 
give something back for the next gen-
eration to enjoy.
 Many thanks also go out to the 
parents for taking the time to allow 
their kids to experience the Cañada de 
los Osos Ecological Reserve. A special 
thanks to Jeannine Dewald with the 

Natalie Bruno proudly shows off her first buck.

DFG for organizing all of the applica-
tions. Also thanks to all who helped:  
Al Nelson, Les Dixon, John Marfia, 
Brett Fullington, Jeff Amstutz, Brian 
Eslick, Matt Scarcella, Todd Morrell, 
Lee Kirk, Brent Kirk, Eric Triolo and 
Steve Balbo. 
 The Cañada de los Osos Ecologi-
cal Reserve was purchased in 2000 by 
the Department of Fish and Game. 
It has been set up for youth outdoor 
education events, with CDA partner-
ing with DFG to manage the area. 
CDA is helping to put on a variety of 
youth events, and is providing funds 
for habitat restoration, research, and 
outdoor education programs. If you 
have a youth who would like to enter 
the lottery draw to win a hunt, go 
to http://www.caldeer.org/junior-
hunts.htm#apply. If you would like 
to help at the Cañada de los Osos, 
please send an e-mail to Henry Co-
letto at hcoletto@sbcglobal.net. There 
is a variety of hunting, fishing, and 
habitat projects as well as just some 
good ol’ fashion cleanup that takes 
place nine months out of the year.
 Here is just one of the letters 
from successful junior hunter Natalie 
Bruno.
Natalie wrote…..
Last year I was fortunate to be drawn 
for my first hunt with the California 
Deer Association. I was drawn for a 
hunt at Tejon Ranch on December 19. 
The hunt was incredible as it snowed 
the day before our hunt. My dad said 
it was more like hunting in Colorado 
then California. It was an awesome 
experience. I did not get a deer on the 
first evening of our hunt like every-
one else (all boys). I had a few shots 
but missed. I had shot two boars 
before this but I think I got a little 
nervous with a deer. The next morn-
ing we were out early driving around 
in the snow. Our guide Francis and 
Jerry from the CDA were with us. 
They spotted a nice doe and this time 
I made the shot. They took a picture 
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Our 16 ranches and 100,000 +  
acres offer our members the very 
finest hunting, fishing and camp-
ing the Golden State has to offer, 
including:
• deer (Zones A, B & D)
• pig
• waterfowl
• fishing
• camping
• turkey
• pheasant
• quail

Don’t Miss Out
on the

2010 Seasons

Contact us now about a
 membership!

Call (916) 941-7880
or

visit our website at
www.goldenramhunting.com

of my dad and me. We both have 
big smiles and all you can see is my 
braces. My dad showed me the picture. 
It is being used in the quaterly CDA 
magazine and the flyer for this year’s 
California Deer Association, “Sharing 
the Tradition” hunt (Braces and all)! 
 My dad told me he had put me in 
for the Cañada de los Osos hunt, and 
we were both eagerly waiting to see 
if I would be drawn. When the news 
came that I had, I was super excited 
because this was for a buck. It seemed 
like a long time but we finally got to go 
hunt. When we got to the ranch there 
was a huge barbeque waiting for us. 
We were introduced to everyone and 
met our guide Lee and the Jeep driver 
Brent. Lee and Brent were very nice 
and great to hunt with. This time there 
was another girl hunting, too. We had 
a safety briefing then made sure our 
rifles were sighted-in. Then it was off 
to hunt for the afternoon.
 We scouted our area then made 
several long walks looking for a buck. 
We saw some does but had not yet 
seen a buck. Lee said he always got a 

deer with his junior hunters and I felt 
confident we would see one. We drove 
some more, then decided to make an-
other walking hunt. My dad and Brent 
stayed in the Jeep while we walked. 
Lee spotted a big deer but it was on a 
ridge and going toward another hunt-
er’s area. We called the other hunters 
to make sure they were not close to the 
boundary line.
 We started to walk again to find 
the deer. It was getting late in the after-
noon and all of a sudden a heavy fog 
was coming in. We could not find the 
deer Lee spotted earlier, so we hunted 
slowly then sat down in a good spot 
for a deer to pass. My dad later told 
me he was trying to watch us from 
above but could not see through the 
fog reflecting off the evening sunset.
 Suddenly a nice buck appeared 
out of the fog to our left. Lee spot-
ted it and set up the shooting sticks. 
I got ready and took the shot. Click. 
But nothing happened, my round had 
not chambered. Lee helped me and 
chambered a round. I got set up on 
the sticks, took a deep breath, let my 

breath halfway out, and like my dad 
taught me made a smooth continuous 
pull to the rear. Bang! The deer jumped 
and ran a short way, then fell over and 
wiggled.
 My first buck! We radioed for my 
dad and Brent who came over and 
helped us. First tagging the deer, then 
pictures, then gutting the deer, and 
then dragging it to the road.  
 We got back to camp and the other 
girl had a buck too, but not any of the 
boys. They had to wait until the next 
morning but got some nice bucks also. 
We enjoyed staying in the cabin and 
hanging out with the other hunters 
and guides. We stayed around to 
watch the other hunters bring in their 
deer in the morning. We drove out 
slowly when we left and saw several 
nice bucks on the way out. Dad drove 
slower and slower as neither of us 
really wanted to leave. Dad asked if I 
knew the difference between my first 
deer at Tejon Ranch and this one at 
Cañada de los Osos?
 “Antlers, of course,” I answered. 
Dad grinned and said, “No Braces.”
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when the students were told that if 
they brought back sign of a deer, they 
could trade it for a Cabela’s-donated 
water bottle.
 After that activity wrapped up, 
we all made our way through the 
Truckee River Canyon along Inter-
state 80, just like the migrating deer 
do, and headed for summer range just 
outside of Glenshire. 
 For the final activity, students 
were given a quick lesson in radio 
telemetry. Then the bucks, does and 
fawns each went out with a biologist 
to find collars that had been hid-
den earlier. Using the signal from 
the collar, they had to fine-tune the 
receiver and listen for the direction 
that sounded the loudest. The kids 
were up to the challenge even when 
a couple of the collars couldn’t be 
located quickly. DFG biologist Josh 
Bush, who had placed the collars him-
self, had to help several of the teams 
and explained that it’s the same thing 
we go through when we head out 
to retrieve the self-dropping collars. 
When all the groups were back with 

their collars, they lined up to receive 
goodies provided by the California 
Deer Association, the DFG’s North 
Central Region and Project Wild.
 Kate Rushton, the coordinating 
teacher for the Glenshire classes said, 
“It really was fabulous!  I was quite 
impressed; especially considering it 
was the first run with this particular 
field trip ever! I hope there will be 
many more and it becomes a part of 
the 5th grade curriculum for Glen-
shire and Verdi from here on out. 
Thank you to everyone for your hard 
work!”
 The reward for this project was 
seeing the excitement in the students’ 
faces and knowing that they were 
learning and sharing their knowl-
edge, which could be the difference in 
the survival of the herd for the sports-
men and community who enjoy it.  
Who knows, in 10 years we may see 
some of those same faces entering our 
field and carrying on the work that 
we love.
 The CDA portion of the funding 
was supplied by the Placer County CDA 
Chapter from its chapter account funds.

continued from page 11

Don’t Miss Out!
Three CDA Junior Deer Hunts
     
 Hurry, the deadlines to apply are 
almost here for the three 2010 CDA-
sponsored junior deer hunts at the 
Tejon Ranch, Chimineas Ecological 
Reserve, and Cañada de los Osos. Go 
to www.caldeer.org/junior-hunts.htm
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NEW ZEALAND
NEW ZEALAND

Sponsor of California Deer Association

Book now for next season!
(March-July)

Outfitter: Neil Mercer
Phone: 011 646 376 7035  
Email: neil@kanuka.co.nz 
www.kanuka.co.nz

Providing Red Stag hunts since 1999 with 100% success

CDA hunters from 2010:
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