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CDA President’s Message

CDA —Doing Something Good

Big bucks are the result of good 
habitat and great genes. This 

buck looks like he has both.

Photograph by Jeff Dixson.
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 There’s a famous quote from two 
hundred years ago that says, “The 
only thing necessary for evil to tri-
umph is for good men to do nothing.”  
Evil is probably too strong a word 
when it comes to describing a de-
crease in wildlife habitat and dimin-
ishing deer herds, but there is a lot of 
truth in the statement, nonetheless.
 It’s easy to sit back and talk about 
what should be done, and then not 
do anything about it except complain 
when it doesn’t turn out the way you 
think it should. I know I’m guilty my-
self of having strong political views 
and then neglecting to write my state 
and federal representatives about 
them. What I can attest to is that 
when it comes to the California Deer 
Association members and Board, 
good men (and women) are doing 
something… 
 Chapter members are ensuring 
the future of California’s deer herds 

and hunting by hosting youth hunts, 
putting on hunter safety courses, and 
involving kids in chapter activities.  
One of the most noteworthy youth 
endeavors I have had the pleasure 
and honor of attending is the Field 
of Dreams special needs event. This 
year, eleven children and their fami-
lies participated. A special thank-you 
goes to CDA member Tom Dermody 
for once again putting on such a suc-
cessful and worthwhile event. (See 
pages 6-7 and 19 for Field of Dreams 
coverage.) 
 Chapters are working hard to 
raise funds to support the CDA mis-
sion, and the Board of Directors con-
tinue to work to make fiscally respon-
sible decisions for the organization in 
these challenging economic times.
 The Project Committee has re-
viewed all the project proposals and 
will be bringing some very exciting 
projects to improve habitat and pro-
tect deer herds before the Board for 
approval.
 Chapter representatives and the 
Board will be participating in the 
first-ever CDA Retreat to be held 
at the Greenhorn Ranch in July for 
purposes of education, information 
sharing and networking.  
 To all of the good men and wom-
en of the California Deer Association, 
thank you for all you do to further 
our organization, and as Edmund 
Burke said in 1795, preventing evil 
from triumphing.

Matt Rogers
President

Get Involved in CDA!
Become a Chapter

Volunteer or
Start a  New Chapter

Contact - Pat Fitzmorris
(916) 663-2861

patf@caldeer.org
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Keith Hartman 
Owner Adventures West Recreation

BooK A MontAnA deer 
Hunt for tHree or More  
Hunters & eAcH Hunter 

gets A free rifle! 

* Hunters must be eligible to receive weapons 
& responsible for shipping and DROS fees.

– eXclusiVe – 

PriVAte lAnd

Hunts!!

HigH success
troPHy clAss deer & elK Hunts
Mule Deer, Whitetail, rocky Mtn elk & antelope hunts  

100% Success on (Fair ChaSe) 320-360” rocky Mtn elk hunts!

Adventures West will donate a portion of your hunt fee to the California Deer Association!

1 0 t H  B o o K i n g  f r o M  t H i s  A d  w i n s  A  f u l l  s e r V i c e  
s o u t H  d A K o tA  P H e A s A n t  &  g r o u s e  H u n t  f o r  t w o ! 

Sharing the Tradition
California Deer Association’s 

2009 Junior Deer Hunt Drawing

2009 Sharing the Tradition Entry Form

Name:________________________________________________________________________________
Address: _____________________________________________________________________________
City:___________________________________________________ State:__________ Zip:___________
Telephone:________________________________ Email Address:________________________________
Junior Hunting Lic #:______________________ Age:_______ Sex: Male or Female
Adult Contact: Name__________________________________  Telephone________________________
Have you ever hunted deer?  Yes or No (circle one)  Have you ever taken a deer?  Yes or No (circle one)
What caliber rifle will you be shooting? ______________________  (required for ammunition order)
Hunt Dates: December 18-19, December 19-20, December 20-21, December 21-22, December 22-23
 (Hunts begin at 11 a.m. on first day and conclude at noon of the second day.)
(If you can hunt on more than one date, list the dates in order of preference.)
Hunt Date Choices:  1st __________  2nd __________ 3rd ____________ 4th __________ 5th_________

Send entry form to: Sharing the Tradition   Entry Deadline: October 14, 2009
   P.O. Box 7708
   Stockton, CA 95267-0708                                  ( OK to duplicate Entry Form )

     Once again junior hunters have a 
chance to win one of 25 fully guided 
antlerless deer hunts on the famous 
270,000-acre Tejon Ranch. The Califor-
nia Deer Association (CDA) and spon-
sors Tejon Ranch, Federal Premium 
Ammunition, Alpen Optics, Barnes 
Bullets, Hunter’s Specialties and Birch-
wood Casey will be providing the 
guided deer hunts and some of their 
products to the lucky junior hunters 
who are drawn for the 2009 hunt.
     This is a free drawing that is open 
to all junior hunters with a valid 2009 
California junior hunting license and 
an unfilled deer tag. The normal hunt 
or access fees will not be charged.

Rules and Requirements
   •Only one hunt can be won per junior hunter.   
      This is an antlerless deer hunt.
   •Limit of one entry per junior hunter (list hunt
     dates in order of preference). 
   •Applicant must possess a valid 2009/2010 
     California Junior Hunting License.
   •Applicant must possess a valid unfilled 
      2009 California deer tag (any zone) or deer
      tag application to exchange for the Tejon
      Ranch PLM deer tag.
   • Listed hunt dates cannot be changed.
   • Hunts are nontransferable.
   • Hunt acceptance must be confirmed by 
      October 25, 2009.
   •Applicant must be accompanied on the hunt
      by an adult. (Space limitations limit this to
      one adult only.)
   •Transportation to the Tejon Ranch is not
      included and is the responsibility of the
      winner and his/her accompanying adult.
   • Incomplete entries will not be included in   
      the drawing.
   • Only winners will be notified.

Lodging on the ranch is included.
     Five junior hunters will hunt on 
each of the five hunt dates. This is a 
random drawing conducted by CDA, 
not the California Department of Fish 
and Game.
     Entry deadline for this year’s draw-
ing is October 14, 2009.

25 Free 

Guided Hunts

2009 Sponsors
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      In 2006, Tom Dermody had an 
idea about how to get youngsters into 
the outdoors who were facing serious 
medical issues. Dermody, working 
with CDA Director Scott Jones and 
Mixed Martial Arts (MMA) fighter 
and promoter Cal Worsham, kicked 
off the first Field of Dreams event 
near Colusa, California.
      With project funds from CDA 
chapters and celebrity participation, 
that first event consisted of a hog 
hunt, a special dinner with the celeb-
rities and concluded with a salmon 
fishing trip the next day.
      The celebrities were actor Rob
Schneider, actor Jim “Cody” 

Williams, MMA fighters Cal Worsham 
and Don Frye, three-time world arm 
wrestling champion Gary Goodridge 
and Purdue University wrestling 
coach Tom Erikson.
      All of these celebrities have contin-
ued to return each year as the event 
has grown in the number of partici-
pants and sponsors.
      Two more celebrities joined the 
ranks in 2009, actor Tim Abell of 
movie and TV fame, and 2008 Beijing 
Olympic Gold Medalist in the wom-
en’s discus, Stephanie Brown Trafton.
      In addition, the event has been 
expanded to include children from the 
Guide On organization, which spon-

sors children who have lost a parent in 
either the Afghanistan or Iraq wars.
      The 2009 event started with the Fri-
day dinner celebration and on Satur-
day the Stonyford Ranch provided the 
location for fishing, swimming, horse-
back riding and a BBQ. A number of 
other organizations and companies 
are now helping sponsor this growing 
event, and Pat Boyer of the TV pro-
gram “Northwest Hunter” attended to 
film the celebrities on a hog hunt.
      It was easy to judge the success of 
this event by the smiles on the faces 
of the children and adults as they en-
joyed an outdoor Field of Dreams.
(More Field of Dreams info on page 19.)

Tom Erikson (far left) and Gary Goodridge (far right) pose for a 
photo with Daniel (center left) and Tony Bertalino before Friday 
evening’s dinner/reception at Granzella’s Banquet Hall in Wil-
liams.

For four years Tom Dermody has 
taken the lead in supplying outdoor 
dreams for children with special needs. The celebrities made it a point to engage 

the kids, sign autographs and give them 
items like t-shirts, pictures and DVDs. 

Photos by Jerry Springer
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Steve Marks Sr. (right) hosted Saturday’s activities at his family’s 
Stonyford Ranch. Below are some of the buffalo on the ranch.

Liz Marks (right) helped the 
kids with horseback rides.

Don Frye gives his t-shirts to two young brothers.

The ranch has more than 
one lake stocked with fish.

An excited young lady waits for Rob Schneider to 
finish autographing a photo.

Steve Marks Sr. (left) gave
 Jason Bertalino a chance to 

drive a side-by-side utility 
vehicle with his brother Tony.

The ranch’s lakes provided a chance 
for everyone to fish, take a boat ride or 
swim.

From left, actors Tim Abell, Jim “Cody” 
Williams and MMA fighter Don Frye pose 
for a photo after lunch.

Sherrie Velazquez (left) and 
daughter Nikki.
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CDA’s Newest Member
Actor Rob Schneider

Deuce Bigalow “You Can Do It!”

CDA Vice-President Jerry Springer (left) shares a thumbs 
up with Rob Schneider during the Field of Dreams event as 
Schneider announces he is joining CDA.

Rob Schneider helps call out a 
raffle winner at the Calistoga 
CDA Chapter Banquet.

Schneider,
a field and 
stream 
kinda 
guy.
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 California Deer Association chapters 
have Chapter Reward Funds which allow 
them to put on a variety of events and 
projects each year. Here is the way the 
Chico Chapter uses its Chapter Reward 
Funds.
 CDA’s Chico Chapter has spon-
sored the Hunter Education Class in 
Chico for the past 13 years, averaging 
90 students per year graduating from 
the CDA-sponsored class. There is no 
cost to attend and a barbecue lunch 
is provided with the help of several 
local businesses, which contribute 
to the hamburger and hot dog feast. 
This year 58 students took the class, 
with many of them under 16 years of 
age and seeking their very first hunt-
ing license.
 In addition, the Chico Chapter 
also pays for the 24-Hour Hunter Ed-
ucation Informational Phone Service 
at (530) 896-9935. Chapter members 
have always felt that this is a valuable 
service to the community and a way 
of saying thanks!

Chapter Projects
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Habitat Happenings
Antelope Bitterbrush

 What could a group of people 
with old tennis racquets, bedsheets 
and cloth bags in mid-July have to do 
with deer management? To someone 
with a quirky sense of humor, there 
might be a couple of thoughts that 
spring to mind, but in reality these 
individuals were actually providing 
an important service… collecting bit-
terbrush seeds for use in restoration 
of burned deer habitat on the east 
side of the Sierras.
 One of the very common plants 
in the Great Basin (also known as 
the Intermountain West) and the 
eastern slope of the Sierra Nevada 
and Cascade ranges is the antelope 
bitterbrush (Purshia tridentata). Also 
commonly known as simply “bit-
terbrush,” this plant is vital to deer, 

particularly during 
the stresses of winter, 
when it provides 
critical protein for 
deer, and especially 
for pregnant does. 
Bitterbrush, a mem-
ber of the rose family, 
varies in color from 
a gray-green to a 
darker green, and 
has beautiful small 
yellow flowers.
The seeds are large, 
relatively dense, and 
vary in size from 
15,000 to 33,000 seeds 
per pound. Because 
of this seed weight, 
wind plays no part 
in seed dispersal, 
and the plant has 
to depend on small 
mammals such as 
deer mice and kan-
garoo rats for seed 
distribution. These 
animals collect the 
seed and store it in 
underground caches 
for use during the 
winter. If all the 

cached seeds are not utilized, new bit-
terbrush seedlings may sprout up.
 Bitterbrush is usually one of 
several shrub species found in browse 
stands in the Great Basin. Other 
shrubs present may include sage-
brush, ephedra, rabbitbrush, wax 
current, desert peach, and curlleaf 
mountain mahogany. Wildlife biolo-
gists and land managers have histori-
cally considered bitterbrush one of the 
more important deer browse plants 
in the West. Its size, crown, form, and 
abundant seeds offer both obvious 
and subtle benefits for many wildlife 
species. Bitterbrush requires deep, 
coarse, well-drained, and neutral-to-
slightly-acidic soils in areas that have 
12 to 24 inches of annual precipitation 
for optimal growth.

 On many winter ranges, bitter-
brush provides exceptionally good 
hiding cover in both big and short 
sagebrush stands. In many areas east 
of the crest of the Sierras, bitterbrush 
is also found in fairly open stands 
under the tree canopy where soil and 
sunlight conditions are appropriate. 
Although deciduous, bitterbrush 
contributes to thermal cover on win-
ter range because it is taller and has 
larger crowns than the sagebrushes, 
but it is not tall or dense enough to 
make good thermal or hiding cover 
under overstories of western juniper, 
ponderosa pine, and lodgepole pine 
on summer ranges. Mule deer use of 
bitterbrush peaks in September, when 
it may compose up to 90 percent of 
their diet. Winter use is greatest dur-
ing periods of deep snow. In north-
western Nevada and northeastern 
California, bitterbrush is a critical 
winter food for mule deer. Crude pro-
tein can reach 14 percent or higher in 
the leaves in early summer, but drops 
to around 8 percent in winter. Winter 
protein content is generally below 
requirements of mule deer, but is still 
extremely important since bitter-
brush’s protein is still higher than that 
of most other shrubs, and grasses and 
forbs are cured out and covered by 
snow. Deer usually seek foods more 
digestible and richer in energy than 
bitterbrush, but when better forage is 
not available, deer browse bitterbrush 
severely, even clipping off 1/4-inch 
diameter twigs that are 2 to 4 years 
old.
 Weather, seasonal moisture, and 
availability of other foods greatly af-
fect browsing of bitterbrush. Second-
ary peaks in use are noted during dry 
springs and in the fall following cool, 
moist summers. Bitterbrush produces 
flowers and seed only on the previous 
year’s wood and not on the current 
shoots. The standard utilized by land 
management agencies varies from 35 
to 60 percent utilization of each year’s 
current leader growth. Researchers 
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suspect that declines in some bit-
terbrush populations in Oregon and 
California have resulted from insuf-
ficient seed production caused by 
severe browsing.
 Because of their unusual density, 
height, and canopy closure, stands 
of antelope bitterbrush can provide 
good fawn-hiding cover; however, 
the usual ecological situation in 
which bitterbrush occurs does not 
assure fawn-rearing success because 
distances to water are usually too 
great, forbs and grasses mature rap-
idly, and temperatures are frequently 
extreme.
 In most areas where bitterbrush 
forms a large part of communities 
important to deer, reducing its cover 
has adverse impacts on deer pro-
ductivity. On the other hand, where 
decadent shrubs are not producing as 
much forage as wildlife and livestock 
need, replacing older canopies with 
young-shrub crowns is beneficial. In 
many places in California, bitterbrush 
stands are 80 to 100 years old, and are 
reaching the end of their useful life. 
This old-age or senescence problem 
will eventually result in the decline 
of forage quality, which will put even 
further strain on our deer herds. This 
requires either new plants or rejuve-
nation of older shrubs.
 Cattle prefer bitterbrush from 
mid-May through June and again in 
September and October. Livestock 
grazing in bitterbrush stands in 
spring and early summer before soil 
moisture is depleted may benefit deer 
in fall and winter; livestock grazing 
in other seasons will cause direct 
competition with deer for forage and 
reduce plant vigor and reproduction. 
Continuous grazing in summer and 
fall will magnify stress on plants. 
Unwise grazing management results 
in conditions which gradually alter 
the value of bitterbrush communities 
for wildlife and livestock as well.
 To produce sufficient seed to 
continue bitterbrush stands, one 
researcher suggested that cattle be 
allowed to graze shrubs and shape 
them into more compact form that 
will protect shrubs from overuse 
and allow 15 to 20 percent of the 
new shoots to escape future brows-
ing. He recommended one season of 

rest from cattle browsing every 4 or 
5 years. Where bitterbrush is dying 
and not being replaced, others con-
clude that 2 years of rest would be 
needed to maximize seed production 
and perpetuate threatened stands. 
The same researcher also found that 
height growth was restricted by cattle 
browsing, which prevented the shrubs 
from growing out of the reach of deer. 
These conclusions require, or course, 
intensive monitoring and management 
of livestock to prevent severe overuse 
and eventual long-term damage to the 
bitterbrush stands. There is a fine line 
which should not be crossed where 
utilization is concerned.
 The effect of fire on bitterbrush 
stands is usually not good. In some 
forested areas, a low-intensity spring 
ground fire may benefit bitterbrush by 
reducing competition, while in others 
— particularly the Great Basin — fires 
usually occur in the summer or fall 
and are catastrophic in their effect. 
One of the very important issues in the 
Great Basin is how to restore bitter-
brush over tremendous areas of criti-
cal deer habitat. Everyone has heard of 
the damage done to bitterbrush stands 
in Nevada in the past few years by 
lightning-caused fires. Huge restora-
tion efforts by the Nevada Depart-
ment of Wildlife have cost millions of 
dollars, and the jury is still out on the 
long-term success of these efforts. (For 
a slightly different take on the dam-
age caused by fire, see the Spring 2009 
issue of California Deer.)

 The take-home message of this 
article is several-fold: First, bitter-
brush stands are critical for deer in 
the eastern Sierra and Cascade ranges 
and the Great Basin. Next, fire on 
these important stands is usually not 
a good thing, but under some situa-
tions, can be used as a tool to improve 
stands. Lastly, livestock use — if 
properly monitored and managed — 
can be a beneficial tool under some 
circumstances. As you can see from 
this, management, maintenance and 
improvement of bitterbrush stands is 
a complex issue, but one that is vital 
to the continued survival of our mule 
deer herds. It will require each and 
every one of us to pay attention to 
what’s happening on deer ranges, and 
to be proactive in ensuring that those 
ranges are properly managed by all 
agencies. We simply cannot allow 
the “business as usual” mentality to 
go on unchallenged, since a resource 
that is very important to hunters and 
nonhunters alike is at stake.

Jim Lidberg
CDA Project Committee Chairman

Sources: USDA’s Natural Resource Con-
servation Service; U. S. Forest Service’s  
Fire Effects Information Service;  USFS 
and the Bureau of Land Management 
“Wildlife Habitats in Managed Range-
lands – the Great Basin of Southeastern 
Oregon”;  WAFW Mule Deer Working 
Group “Mule Deer: Changing Land-
scapes, Changing Perspectives.”
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HWY 89 Kyburz Flat Undercrossing

This roadkill buck is just one of the reasons for CDA’s participation in the 
Highway 89 Stewardship Team.

An aerial view of the undercrossing at Kyburz Flat.

 How do deer or, for that matter, 
any animal survive crossing Highway 
89 near Kyburz Flat when it’s esti-
mated that 6,000 to 7,000 vehicles a 
day careen through this X7b deer zone 
migratory route? Well, hopefully it’s 
now easier for wildlife to do that after 
the recent dedication of the Kyburz 
Flat Undercrossing.
 Watching the ribbon cutting cer-
emony during the dedication on June 
25, 2009, were representatives from 
CDA, DFG, Caltrans, USDA Forest 
Service, Sierra County Fish and Wild-
life Commission, Sierra and Nevada 
County Supervisors, UC Berkeley, UC 
Davis, private land owners, and oth-
ers.

 With 23 years of Caltrans High-
way 89 data on deer/vehicle colli-
sions, a coalition of dedicated indi-
viduals from numerous agencies and 
organizations formed the Highway 
89 Stewardship Team and set out to 
make a difference for both wildlife and 
the humans who frequent Highway 
89 between Truckee and Sierraville. 
The group’s research will also de-
velop ways to reduce the more than 
200 people killed in the United States 
each year in collisions with deer, the 
$1,000,000,000 in property damage 
they cause, and the countless numbers 
of wildlife that are killed or injured.

Above are photos of the undercrossing. The fencing (left photo) funnels the deer into the undercrossing.

After the ribbon cutting, everyone walked through the undercrossing.

Trail cameras capture animals using the under-
crossing and other areas of Highway 89. Notice 
the deer above has an ear tag.

continued on page 14
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HWY 89 Kyburz Flat Undercrossing

Highway 89 Stewardship 
Team Members

• USDA Forest Service:
        PSW Research Station 
        Tahoe National Forest
• California DFG
• Caltrans
• UC Cooperative Extension
• Sierra County Fish and  
     Wildlife Commission
• Sagehen Creek Field 
     Station (UC Berkeley)
• California Deer Association
• UC Davis

An aerial view of the undercrossing at Kyburz Flat.

Members of the Highway 89 Stewardship Team pose for a picture 
in the undercrossing after the opening dedication.

Group (left) gathers for the dedica-
tion. Notice pickup-and-trailer rig 
driving over the undercrossing.

Photo (right) shows Katrina C. 
Pierce - Caltrans (left), Peter 

W. Huebner - a member of the 
Sierra County Board of Super-

visors, and Sandra Jacobson, 
USDA Forest Service Wildlife 

Biologist cutting the ribbon 
during the dedication of the 

Kyburz Flat Undercrossing.

CDA Project Chairman, Jim Lidberg, 
(left) accepts a Sierra County  pin from 
Supervisor Peter W. Huebner. 

Above are photos of the undercrossing. The fencing (left photo) funnels the deer into the undercrossing.

After the ribbon cutting, everyone walked through the undercrossing.
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 From a CDA perspective, the 
increased traffic and growth in 
human population are just two of 
the factors which have reduced the 
numbers of this once great Sierra 
Nevada deer herd. CDA’s goal of 
maintaining or increasing Califor-
nia’s deer herds meant this was a 
great opportunity to join the High-
way 89 Stewardship Team and help 
fund some of the projects related to 
the Kyburz Flat Undercrossing.
 According to Sandra Jacobson, 
Wildlife Biologist with the USDA 
Forest Service’s Pacific Southwest 
Research Station, “This is the only 
place in the world actively testing 
so many different aspects of high-
way/wildlife interaction.” Only 
one other highway has long-term 
research as a goal and that is in 
Banff National Park in Canada.
 The objectives of the team are 
the following:
• Reduce the impacts of Highway 
89 on all species of wildlife
• Increase the highway’s capability 
to safely move wildlife through it
• Increase safety for the traveling 
public by reducing deer/vehicle 
collisions
• Create an experimental platform 
focused on highway environmental 
issues
 Key to this project was a 
$720,000 Transportation Enhance-
ment grant from Caltrans based 
on a request from Sierra County 
officials.
 Fencing extends from the 
undercrossing on both sides of the 
highway to help funnel the animals 
to the undercrossing. The goal of 
the project is to have the fence ex-
tended to approximately one mile 
in both directions by 2012.
 Numerous trail cameras and 
collared deer are being used to 
study the deer’s interaction with 
the undercrossing and the high-
way.
 Two additional undercrossings 
are planned for the Sagehen Grade 
section of the highway.
 CDA members can be proud to 
be associated with this team and its 
important work!
 

continued from page 12
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Bureau of Land Management
Larry Saslaw

US Forest Service
Sam Cuenca

California Deer
 Wins Award

     CDA’s publication, California 
Deer, won First Place in the Best 
Newsletter category for 2008 from 
the Outdoor Writers Association 
of California (OWAC). The award 
was announced in April at OWAC’s 
Annual Spring Conference held this 
time in Fairfield, California.

Who Reads California Deer?

      The 2008 Beijing Gold Medalist 
in the Women’s Discus, Stephanie 
Brown Trafton does!
      The U.S. had not won a gold 
medal in this event since 1934, until 
Stephanie changed all that!

      Stephanie continues to compete 
in International Meets, but still 
finds time to read California Deer. 
She also makes 
time to go 
hunting with 
her husband 
Jerry Trafton.  
As members 
of Wilderness 
Unlimited, they 
both take ad-
vantage of the 
great outdoors, 
whether call-
ing in turkeys 
or chasing wild 
boars and, of 
course, pursu-
ing deer too!
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Field Notes

Good hunting! 
Pat Fitzmorris, CDA Field Director

      The Salinas Valley Chapter of the 
California Deer Association will have 
its Annual Family and Donor Ap-
preciation BBQ on Sunday, August 
2, 2009 (10:00 am – 4:00 pm) at the 
Swiss Rifle Club, on Gloria Grade Rd, 
Gonzales. This event will feature a 
BB gun & .22 target competition for 
all youths ages 3 to 16. There will be 
an archery competition for youth and 
adults. Good fun and games for all!   
       Hope to see you there!

Salinas Family and Donor Appreciation BBQ

It’s the Habitat!
      The 2009 hunting season is fast 
approaching, the tag drawing results 
are out, and the excitement is build-
ing. This hunting season will be filled 
with great memories, reconnecting 
with old friends while sharing an 
evening campfire, crisp dawns, excit-
ing stalks, great shots and heartbreak-
ing misses, and just sharing the great 
outdoors with our loved ones. Deer 
hunting is a time-honored tradition 
that has been passed down from 
generation to generation and is as 
American as Mom’s apple pie!
 To ensure we pass on our impor-
tant and treasured tradition, we need 
a healthy and robust deer population. 
A healthy deer herd is the recipient of 
healthy habitat. Healthy habitat needs 
active management. The core compo-
nents to deer habitat are, and we have 
all heard this, water, food, and cover. 
But it goes much deeper than that. 
Good deer habitat is these compo-
nents dispersed in a way that deer 
can derive necessary nutrition and 
cover to survive and reproduce. Deer 
need good nutrition. The majority 
of their diet consists of forbs (broad-
leaved plants) and browse (leaves 
and twigs from woody shrubs).  Deer 
will eat grasses but their digestive 
tracts are different from cattle and 
elk in that they have a smaller ru-
men in relation to their body size. 
Instead of eating large quantities of 

low-quality feed like grass, deer must 
consume the most nutritious plants. 
One of the most important things we 
can do to improve deer habitat on our 
forestlands is manage for early succes-
sional habitats. This means disturbing 
the landscape to create openings and 
promoting the new growth that deer 
need. 
 Disturbing the landscape?  Isn’t 
this a bad thing? Haven’t we been 
taught to take a hands-off approach 
to the environment? Well, when it 
comes to providing good forage for 
deer and other wildlife, habitats that 
have been recently disturbed will 
open up the forest canopy and create 
new growth like the forbs and browse 
that deer need. Forest areas that have 
been burned or logged will provide 
more forage plants that deer need to 
survive. Notice, I said forestlands. Fire 
in our Great Basin or drier habitats in 
the state can be detrimental to deer 
habitat (see “Cheatgrass - Scourge of 
the West” in the Spring 2009 California 
Deer issue).
 We are working with our state 
and federal agencies to improve 
deer habitat throughout California. 

Our Support Committee consists of 
representatives from the California 
Department of Fish and Game, the 
U.S. Bureau of Land Management, 
and the U.S. Forest Service. These 
folks help us review the prospective 
projects under funding consideration 
and give us expert opinion whether 
or not the project is worthy of our 
hard-earned conservation dollars. 
We also just crossed an important 
milestone in creating a partnership 
with the U.S. Forest Service (USFS) 
in signing a Memorandum of Under-
standing (MOU). This MOU estab-
lishes a framework for cooperation 
in working together on planning and 
executing habitat projects that benefit 
deer. This is a big step in the right di-
rection and we see a bright future in 
working with the USFS on improving 
deer habitat in California. The USFS 
manages 20 million acres in our state 
and working with them collabora-
tively can accomplish a great deal for 
wildlife.  
 Being a CDA member, you can 
be proud that our organization is 
working to improve deer habitat, and 
hence deer hunting, in our great state. 
To get involved with a CDA chapter, 
give me a call at (530) 632-2091 or 
drop me an email at patf@caldeer.org.  
We have had a great 2009 banquet 
season. Thank you to all our mem-
bers, volunteers, donors, and spon-
sors for your support. Working to-
gether, we are doing great things for 
California deer and we will continue 
this noble and important crusade.
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East Mojave Mule Deer Research
Kelley M. Stewart, Assistant Professor, University of Nevada Reno
Vernon C. Bleich, Adjunct Professor, University of Nevada Reno

Debra J. Hughson, National Park Service
Neal Darby, National Park Service

PROJECTS

 Water is thought to be an impor-
tant resource for wildlife species in 
desert ecosystems. If water is limiting, 
then provision of water must increase 
survival or reproduction for individu-
als in areas with free standing water 
available all year. State and federal 
agencies in the western United States 
have used water developments as an 
important component of management 
of wildlife habitats in arid and desert 
regions since the 1940s. Consider-
able effort, from state agencies and 
sportsmen’s organizations, is focused 
on providing water in areas where 
it is believed to be limited and may 
benefit populations of wildlife. With 
increases in urbanization and demand 
for water by human populations, 
many springs that once were avail-
able for wildlife have run dry and no 
longer provide free standing water. 
For example, some springs near Las 
Vegas, Nevada that had provided 
water for populations of wildlife, 
have not done so for the last 10+ 
years. Water developments are likely 
becoming more important for sus-

taining populations of wildlife in arid 
regions of the western United States.  
There is controversy associated with 
water developments. Some people 
claim that they do not benefit wildlife 
or are detrimental to populations of 
wildlife by concentrating animals and 
providing opportunities for predators.
 Mule deer occur throughout 
Western North America and require 
relatively large areas for viable popu-
lations, especially in desert ecosystems 
where resources such as food and wa-
ter are scarce and widely distributed. 
Certainly the distribution, abundance, 
and seasonal availability of water 
affect the distribution of mule deer 
across the landscape. Mule deer are 
an important game species for sports-
men and have aesthetic value for those 
who enjoy observing wildlife. Mule 
deer also are good indicator species of 
changes in habitat quality and ecosys-
tem health, which is in part why we 
selected mule deer for the species to 
study with this project.
 Cattle have been grazed in the 
Mojave Desert for more than 100 
years, and ranchers used a system of 
wells to provide water for livestock. 
Many of those artificial sources of wa-
ter were present in the Preserve when 
it was created in 1994. From 1998 to 
2002, grazing allotments in Mojave 
National Preserve were purchased, re-
tired and donated to the National Park 
Service. When those allotments were 
retired, numerous water sources for 
livestock were deactivated within the 
Preserve. Many of those water sources 
had been available to native wildlife 
for periods in excess of a century. 
Loss of those water sources generated 
controversy among sportsmen’s and 
environmental organizations about 
how loss of those wells affected popu-
lations of wildlife.
 In 2004, Safari Club International 

(SCI), in cooperation with California 
Department of Fish and Game (DFG), 
Quail Unlimited, California Deer 
Association, Mule Deer Foundation, 
Desert Wildlife Unlimited, and the 
Foundation for North American Wild 
Sheep, proposed to reactivate 12 re-
tired wells to provide water for mule 
deer and other species of wildlife. The 
National Park Service (NPS) under-
took an environmental assessment to 
address whether to grant the permit 
to retrofit those wells. The result of 
the environmental assessment was 
for a science-based research project 
to determine the existence and extent 
of benefit for artificial water sources 

A mule deer doe released after capture. 
(Kelley Stewart)

Mule deer buck with radio collar in Mojave 
National Preserve (MNP). (Kelley Stewart)

A mule deer is brought to base camp by a 
helicopter for data collection and to receive a 
radio collar.
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for mule deer and other species of 
wildlife.
 The University of Nevada Reno 
answered the call for proposals for 
the research project.  In cooperation 
with NPS, SCI, and DFG, we designed 
an experiment to address the effects 
of provision of water for mule deer 
and other wildlife. We reactivated 
six wells and included several devel-
oped springs in an area designed to 
have permanent water available to 
compare with another area where the 
wells were kept off. We will compare 
areas with and without permanent 
sources of water and examine move-
ment patterns, reproduction, body 
condition, and food availability in 
each of those experimental areas. We 
also included a ‘control area’ that will 
be monitored, but remain unchanged 
throughout the study. The study 
has a 10-year duration, years 1 to 5 
will include the comparison of areas 
with and without permanent sources 
of water, and those that have water 
available all year. During phase 2 
of the project, years 6 to 10, we will 
turn on the wells in the area without 
permanent water and will compare 
effects on the mule deer herd before 
and after water was made available.
 With this study we hope to an-
swer the question of whether provi-
sion of water in Mojave Preserve is 
beneficial to mule deer populations 
and provide both the National Park 
Service and California DFG with 
information regarding the value 
of continuing to provide artificial 
sources of water in the Preserve and 
other arid regions of the West. Many 
western states spend many hours and 
dollars providing water for wildlife, 
and management agencies from sev-
eral states are interested in the results 
of this project. Indeed, the Nevada 

Department of Wildlife felt that this 
research was relevant to its needs and 
provided funding for a portion of the 
project. Support also has been received 
from California Deer Association and 
the Golden Gate Chapter of SCI.
 The first 5-year portion of the 
study began in 2008. Six wells were 
turned on in the “water available” 
study areas during September and 
October. The movements and repro-
duction of mule deer in those two 
study areas and the ‘control’ area will 
be compared. During January of 2008 
and 2009, we captured mule deer 
with a netgun fired from a helicopter. 
Netguns are an effective way to catch 
mule deer, and in Mojave National 
Preserve the “gunner” has his work 
cut out for him when trying to catch 
deer while avoiding cactus and Joshua 
trees. Using the helicopter, deer were 
brought back to base camp where we 
collected data and placed radio collars 
on them.  The radio collars are used to 
determine movement patterns and use 
of water sources in the Preserve.
 We are using GPS-type collars in 
Mojave Preserve. Those collars obtain 
highly accurate locations of mule deer 
about 7 times a day, so we have very 
detailed data on movements of deer 
in the Preserve. The only drawback is 
that the collars store all of the loca-
tions on the collar, known as store-
on-board collars, so we have to get 
the collar back at the end of the year 
to have access to that data. Collars are 
programmed to drop off the deer at 
a specified time and then they trans-
mit a signal so technicians are able to 
go out into the Preserve and find the 
collars. We have just recently ob-
tained the collars from last year, and 
next winter we will locate the collars 
that we placed in January to examine 
movements of deer 
in relation to the 
recently reactivated 
water sites.
 We have a re-
mote camera locat-
ed at each water site 
that is monitored 
with this study and 
several sites in the 
nonwatered area. 
Some of the cameras 
were purchased by 
NPS for their ongo-

ing camera study, which we have 
incorporated into this project. Several 
of the cameras were purchased by 
SCI, and are currently in use on the 
Preserve for this study. The cameras 
record use of our treatment areas 
by mule deer so we can use them 
throughout the year to identify our 
deer at the water sites. The cameras 
also record use of the wells by other 
species of wildlife, such as many 
species of birds, including hawks and 
owls, and several small mammals and 
reptiles. Another criticism of water 
developments is that they only benefit 
‘game’ species, although to date many 
non-game species have been photo-
graphed using these water sources.
 We examined captured deer for 
physical condition and pregnancy 
using ultrasound technology. Using 
ultrasound we are able to measure the 
amount of fat on several areas of the 
body, which is a good index to how 
good or poor condition the animal is 
in. Using ultrasound we also deter-

Water development for wildlife.

Windmill used to pump groundwater to tanks 
for use by wildlife in MNP.

continued on page 18
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continued from page 17

mined if females were pregnant and 
if they were carrying twins or single 
fetuses. We are able to get accurate 
measurements of fetuses to determine 
health of the offspring and deter-
mine the stage of gestation, similar 
to human women visiting the doctor 
for ultrasound during pregnancy. By 
determining physical condition and 
numbers of offspring we are able to 
assess the health of the mule deer 
herds in the different study areas.
 In January 2008, we captured 18 
mule deer: 15 does, 2 bucks, and a 
yearling doe. We captured 6 deer in 
the control area, 7 in the study area 
that will have water provided, and 
5 in the no-permanent-water study 
area. Since the experiment had not 
yet been set up — water sources were 
turned on later in the year — we used 
the initial data to obtain an overall 
idea of demography. We checked for 
the pregnancy of those females and 
94% (15 of the 16 females, including 
the yearling) were pregnant. Of those 
15 females, 73% were carrying twins. 
Twinning is an excellent indicator 
of overall quality of the habitat and 
health of the population.
 During January 2009, we cap-
tured 30 does, and 1 juvenile (born 
spring 2008). Several of those deer 
were recaptured from last year to re-
move old radio collars.  We captured 
27 new individuals, 9 does were 
captured in the control area, 10 in the 
watered area, and 8 does in the area 
without permanent sources of water.  
We tested 28 of those deer for preg-
nancy, and 93% of those females (26 
of 28) were pregnant, but only 14% 
were carrying twins. We suspect that 
because 2008 was a very dry autumn 
compared with 2007, fewer sources 
of food were available for deer as 
they entered the breeding season, and 
possibly resulted in a lower twinning 
rate. We need to examine more years 
of data following future captures to 
determine the relationship between 
water developments, precipitation, 
and availability of food to understand 
those effects of pregnancy rates, twin-
ning rates, and condition of deer in 
this population. Since data on deer 
in 2008 were collected before the ex-
periment was fully set up, we cannot 

compare the different study areas yet. 
We are looking forward to examining 
differences among deer in the differ-
ent study areas next winter.
 University of Nevada Reno is 
primarily a place of learning and one 
of the attributes of this study is that 
students receive training on handling 
of wildlife, collection of data, and 
design of experiments. We are cur-
rently training a Master’s level gradu-
ate student on this project, and several 
undergraduates have accompanied 
us on our captures to gain experience 
handling wild deer in a field setting.
 This project is the result of years 
of effort by concerned sportsmen’s 
groups to restore historical water 
sources to areas from which they had 
been removed. Safari Club Interna-
tional, California Deer Association, 
and the Society for the Conservation 
of Bighorn Sheep have led this ef-
fort. The project is necessary because 
restoration of historical water sources 
as described in the environmental 
assessment approved for that action 
must be fully evaluated in terms of the 

Grateful Nation

responses of mule deer to the provi-
sion of water.
 Deer Hunt Zone (D-17), in which 
the study area is located, produces 
on average the largest trophies (as 
determined by proportions of 3-point, 
4-point, and 5-or-more-point bucks) of 
all zones in California. Hunter suc-
cess is not the highest in California, 
but trophy quality is outstanding and 
the zone sells out on an annual basis. 
Restoration of water sources in the 
study area has important implications 
for conservation of mule deer, and 
maintaining high-quality recreational 
hunting in that area. Finally, col-
laboration is the key to any successful 
venture and this project has evolved 
into a huge collaborative effort. Col-
laborators include state agencies: 
University of Nevada Reno, Califor-
nia Department of Fish and Game, 
Nevada Department of Wildlife; a 
federal agency: National Park Service; 
and Conservation Organizations: 
Safari Club International, Golden Gate 
Chapter Safari Club International, and 
California Deer Association.

combat but whose 
love of hunting has 
helped them over-
come the physical 
and emotional scars 
of war. Along the 
way, you will come 
to know the sacri-
fice of these sol-
diers as they share 
their experiences 
in distant lands 
while at the same 
time returning to 
a favorite hunting 
setting – the kind 
of place whose 
memory helped 
sustain them from 
foxholes to hospital 
wards.
     These are Ameri-
can stories that you 

will never forget – especially when 
you witness the outpouring of sup-
port from a truly grateful nation.

      CDA was 
fortunate to have 
actor Tim Abell 
join the Field of 
Dreams event 
this year. Abell’s 
work doesn’t 
stop there as his 
television show 
Grateful Na-
tion premieres 
on ESPN in 
October and is 
sponsored by 
Federal Premium 
Ammunition.

      Freedom is 
coveted most 
by those who 
know its price. 
Join actor and 
former Army 
Ranger Tim Abell as he introduces 
viewers to some of America’s finest 
soldiers who have been wounded in 



California Deer          19

        I’m writing this to tell you how 
much the “Field of Dreams/Special 
Needs Event” means to our family.
         In 2002, our son Derek was di-
agnosed with a brainstem and spinal 
cord tumor. He was four years old, 
and extremely active at the time.  
         As you would imagine, our 
lives, as we knew them, completely 
changed. Derek had to go through 
radiation treatments and now is cur-
rently going through physical and 
occupational therapies on a weekly ba-
sis. Put that together with school and 
homework, this makes for long, tiring 
and stressful days. He is now eleven 
(in the fifth grade) and is experienc-
ing damage from the radiation. He 
no longer can walk without help, and 
uses a power wheelchair at school. He 
stops breathing at night, and easily 
gets pneumonia.  
         When we were asked in 2006 
to go salmon fishing with CDA and 
Colusa Casino, the daily stress we 
deal with seemed to fade for a short 
moment.  (Derek is in your Fall 2006 
California Deer magazine.) A weekend 
away in the “Great Outdoors” means 
the world to our family. Words simply 
do not express the appreciation we 

A Special Gift

In 2006, I took the photo on the right of Derek Jellison 
as his father (right) and 3-time World Arm Wrestling 
Champion Gary Goodridge held Derek’s hands to help 
him walk up the boat ramp after a salmon fishing trip at 
the first Field of Dreams event. Little did I know that this 
event meant so much to Derek that at the 2009 Field of 
Dreams dinner he would present to CDA a check for $500 
that he earned selling oranges and candles so other chil-
dren with special needs might have the same opportunity 
in the “Great Outdoors.” Below is a letter CDA received 
from the Jellison Family.

Jerry Springer - Editor 

have for your Association, and what 
you do for others.
         This will be Derek’s third year to 
fish in Colusa, and he is very excited! 
He is more motivated to do his home-
work and has even set up a fruit/can-
dle stand at our home to help raise 
money so more kids with special 
needs can go fishing or hunting.
         As his parents, we’re deeply 
humbled yet honored to watch our 
son grow to help other individu-
als like himself. We can’t thank you 
enough for being a part of his life and 
giving him something to look for-
ward to. All he talks about is, “How 
many more months do we have until 
we go again?” As a parent, it is a 
wonderful feeling to know your chil-
dren are happy! Your organization 
has helped to accomplish this happi-
ness for our son.
         Thank you again from the bot-
tom of our hearts for helping fund 
the ”Field of Dreams/Special Needs 
Event” for the children and their 
families.
 
Sincerely,
The Jellison Family

CDA President Matt Rogers accepts a $500 
check from Derek Jellison. The money will be 
used to enable more special needs children to 
attend future Field of Dreams events.

Derek Jellison shows off his candle selling 
setup and his poster which reads, “Help 
Provide Funds for People with Disabilities to 
Enjoy the Great Outdoors.”
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A Very Wet and Rainy Pheasant Hunt
By Larry Smith

 The 17th Annual Ray Azbill 
Junior Pheasant Hunt was a very 
successful two-day event that took 
place on February 7th and 8th on the 
Camatta Ranch (Lazy Arrow Out-
door Adventures) off Highway 58 
in San Luis Obispo County east of 
Santa Margarita. The hunt is part of 
the DFG Special Game Bird Heritage 
Junior Pheasant Hunting Clinic and 
was fully sponsored by the Central 
Coast Chapter of the California Deer 
Association. This event was started 
17 years ago in honor of Ray Azbill 
who is a retired Fish and Game war-
den and a legend in this part of the 
county.
 Despite the heavy rainfall on Fri-
day night and Saturday, the clinic put 
90 junior hunters in the field during 
the weekend event. The event kicked 
off each morning with registration 
at 7 a.m. Each day, 45 junior hunters 
signed in and received briefing and 
instructions from DFG Warden Todd 
Tognazzini, as well as CDA hats and 
shirts. CDA also had hot coffee, hot 
chocolate, juices, and donuts on hand 
for the very chilly, early morning 
registrations.
 Following registration the junior 
hunters were divided into six groups 
that rotated every hour into different 
classrooms for seminars. The semi-
nars consisted of techniques of pheas-
ant hunting, shooting skills, hunter 
education, wildlife law enforcement, 
wildlife management, and trap range.        

       When it came time to take to 
the field, the kids were eager to get 
on with it, rain and all. Pheasants in 
each bird field were planted by CDA 
volunteers and the kids hunted behind 
trained bird dogs. After the hunt, each 
junior took part in game bird care 
where they had hands-on instruction 
in cleaning and taking proper care of 
the pheasants. 
 Lunch was ready to serve at 2 p.m. 
and consisted of tri-tip, beans, salad, 
French bread and dessert. The chow 
line, which consisted of about 150 in-
dividuals, formed quickly and looked 
like it went into the next county. The 
wait was well worth it with no one go-
ing home hungry. As usual the “BBQ 
Crew” did a wonderful job and put on 
a feed that was second to none. After 
lunch the raffle prizes where handed 
out by Ryan Smith, Presi-
dent of the Central Coast 
Chapter, and Pat Fitzmor-
ris, CDA’s Field Director. 
Each hunter received a 
raffle package consisting of 
several gifts and a chance 
for that day’s grand prize, 
a Charles Daly 12-gauge 
shotgun. On Saturday the 
winner of the shotgun was 
Alicia Liddle of San Juan 
Bautista and on Sunday the 
winner was Daniel Phil-
lips of Atascadero. Smith 

and Fitzmorris then spoke about the 
history and Mission Statement of 
CDA, about its support of youth hunt 
programs, and of our local deer and 
wildlife projects which have been 
completed since our Central Coast 
Chapter was formed. There was a lot 
of interest and questions about CDA, 
which were answered and resulted in 
the signing up of several new mem-
bers.
 Junior hunters who failed to 
harvest a bird were then given a 
chance to go back in the field and try 
their luck again. The end result was 
that everyone went home having 
harvested at least one pheasant. CDA 
volunteers cleaned up the area and 
got ready for another day in the field 
(Sunday) in which another 45 excited 
junior hunters eagerly awaited their 
turn to take to the field and carry on 
the hunting tradition.
   For this event to be successful, 
the Central Coast Chapter put 20 
volunteers in the field who assisted in 
planting pheasants in the bird fields, 
putting on a barbecue for 150 people 
for each of the two days, giving class-
room instruction, running the CDA 
booth, and setting up and cleaning 
after the event was over. The chapter 
also provided CDA hats and shirts to 
the junior hunters, along with all the 
raffle prizes.
 The Central Coast Chapter pro-
vided a great learning and hunting 
experience for junior hunters. Isn’t 
this what it’s all about?
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CDA Banquets!
Woodland Chapter
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Governor Targeting Conservation 
Programs 
 With the resounding defeat of 
five of the six propositions in the 
recent special election and a looming 
massive $26 billion budget shortfall, 
Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger 
has again proposed to transfer $30 
million from the Department of Fish 
and Game’s Fish and Game Preser-
vation Fund — the account where 
annual hunting and fishing license 
fees, all bear tag monies, a significant 
portion of deer tag revenues and 
other big game tag funds are annually 
deposited. With the total value of the 
Fund roughly $100 million annually, 
the transfer would reduce the account 
by nearly one-third, substantially 
undermining the Department of Fish 
and Game’s ability to carry out its 
habitat protection and wildlife conser-
vation mandate, including providing 
adequate enforcement in the field.
 Governor Schwarzenegger also 
proposes eliminating state funding 
for the Williamson Act, a program 
that currently protects 16.4 million 
acres of farm ground — including 
many wildlife-friendly agricultural 
properties such as flooded rice and 
corn fields that are leased for hunting 
— from development and conversion 
to nonagricultural uses. The 42-year-
old program gives farmers a tax 
break in return for them agreeing not 
to develop their property, typically 
for a 10-year period. The state fund-
ing targeted for elimination consists 
of subventions to local counties to 
reimburse them for lost tax revenue. 
Without the state subventions, most 
counties would simply not participate 
in what has proven to be one of Cali-
fornia’s most successful land conser-
vation programs.
 The California Outdoor Heritage 
Alliance (COHA) — which played 
a lead role in defeating two similar 

budget proposals earlier this year — 
will again be working both of these is-
sues at the State Capitol in an effort to 
protect these critical funding streams 
from being diverted for unrelated 
uses.

 Three COHA-Sponsored Bills
 Three COHA-sponsored measures 
continue to advance in California’s 
State Legislature. AB 979 (Berryhill), 
which would keep cities and counties 
from interfering with hunting and 
fishing activities, passed off the As-
sembly Floor 56-12, despite significant 
opposition from animal-rights groups. 
AB 1423 (Berryhill), which would 
increase penalties for hunter harass-
ment, help secure federal funds for 
California’s “public access to private 
lands” hunting program (SHARE Pro-
gram) and limit commercial hunting 
club fees, also passed off the Assembly 
Floor by a vote of 73-4. Both measures 
are in the Senate awaiting committee 
hearings.
 In addition, COHA-sponsored 
SB 589 (Harman) recently passed out 
of the Senate with a unanimous 34-0 
vote on the Senate Floor. By provid-
ing much-needed accountability and 
transparency over the Department of 
Fish and Game’s expenditure of hunt-
ing license tag and stamp monies, SB 
589 would help to more efficiently and 
effectively deliver game species con-
servation projects and hunter benefits 
on the ground. SB 589 was to face its 
first hearing in the Assembly in June.

AB 444 (Caballero) Long-Term Man-
agement Funds for Conservation — 
SUPPORT
 AB 444 (Caballero) would allow 
nonprofits to hold endowment mon-
ies for the management of lands or 
conservation easements.
 This bill would allow for the more 
efficient use of land management 

conservation funds (e.g. endowment 
accounts) by expressly permitting 
nonprofits, including CDA, that are 
directly overseeing the lands to ad-
minister the funds. Because state and 
local agencies would no longer have 
to spend time and money disburs-
ing funds multiple times per year 
for reimbursement purposes to the 
nonprofits, there would likely be con-
siderable cost savings to the public. 
Some public agencies already allow 
nonprofits to hold funds dedicated for 
the management of property that the 
organization owns. However, there 
is no existing statute that provides 
explicit affirmation of this policy. 
AB 444 would amend current law to 
explicitly allow, but not require, this 
practice.
 With the support of COHA and 
our conservation partners, AB 444 
passed the Assembly Floor 79-0 and 
is currently awaiting consideration in 
the Senate.

SB 200 (Correa) Internet Ads for 
Raffles — SUPPORT
 SB 200 is a bill that would allow 
nonprofit organizations to announce 
and advertise raffles on the Internet. 
However, this bill does not allow 
raffle tickets to be sold online.
 As many nonprofit organizations 
can attest, having the ability to ad-
vertise raffles online, including on an 
organization’s website, will certainly 
help raise additional funds. Given the 
challenging economic times, nonprofit 
organizations need as many fundrais-
ing tools as possible.
 SB 200 passed out of the Senate 
on a 37-0 vote.  The measure is now in 
the Assembly Committee on Govern-
mental Organization. 

AB 962 (De Leon) Ammunition
Registration — OPPOSE
 AB 962 (De Leon) is a bill that 
would, among other things, effective-
ly ban mail order and Internet sales 
of handgun ammunition and require 
purchasers of handgun ammunition 
to provide detailed personal informa-
tion, including their name, address, 
driver’s license number and amount 
of ammunition purchased. 
 AB 962 passed out of the Assem-
bly and will be have its first hearing 
in the Senate later this summer.



Team Kirchman vs. D7
By Scott Jones
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 We all wish every deer 
hunting zone in California was 
loaded with mature bucks and 
held small numbers of hunters 
competing for these trophies on 
its public land. Unfortunately, 
this is not yet the case. 
 Our local zone east of 
Fresno is D7. This is one of 
those overhunted, low deer 
density areas that produces 
very few mature bucks. In fact, 
the hunting community in this 
area often refers to a small 
forked horn as a “D7 trophy.”
 There are many roadhunt-
ers who will get lucky once in 
a while and take a buck, but 
many go all week or even all sea-
son without seeing a legal deer. To 
increase their odds in this area, a few 
hunters will actually put in the effort 
to leave the comfort of their vehicle 
and climb a mountain. The Kirchman 
family is this kind of hunter. 
 The ‘ol man’ is Rick Kirchman, 
his two sons are Scott and Kyle, and 
his nephew is Doug. This family has 
been hunting the same area out of the 
same camp for the last 10 years. Dur-
ing archery season last year, Rick had 
an opportunity at a small forked horn 
but gave him a pass as he had a larger 
buck on his mind. 
 Opening morning of the 2008 D7 

rifle season found Team 
Kirchman hiking up a 
mountain in the dark to 
their favorite area, which 
is several miles away from 
any road that allows travel 
by motorized vehicle or 
even bicycles.  
      Rick was looking over 
the area when he spotted a 
mature forked horn. While 
studying these antlers he 
spotted movement just 
behind the buck and a 
very nice 3x3 in full velvet 
with exceptional G2s 
appeared. One shot and 
a few minutes later this 

deer was tagged. Rick then 

completed the first few steps 
of game processing and left 
the buck in the shade to 
cool. He climbed over the 
ridge to find one of his sons, 
not only to help drag the 
deer but to bring him back 
to hunt the other buck.
 He found Scott, who 
was more interested in 
getting a better look at the 
bear he had just seen than 
chasing the buck that had 
been running with Rick’s 
3x3. Scott did see the bear a 
bit later but guessed it to be 
in the 200-pound range and 

gave it a pass. He then joined his dad, 
brother and cousin to help bring the 
tagged buck back to camp. 
 The problem with hiking a long 
way to hunt is the need to drag your 
harvest a long way back to camp. This 
was the case that morning as it took 
about six hours to complete the chore!
 The next morning again found our 
team on the same mountain. This was 
Kyle’s day as he was able to track, lo-
cate, and harvest a very wide 3x2. This 
adventure was not quite as deep into 
the woods as Rick’s but it still created 
a 4-hour drag out of the hills — not a 
bad weekend for this family!
 Team Kirchman returned weekly 
to hunt this area but it wasn’t un-
til a Saturday in mid-October that 

they would complete their 2008 
adventure. Scott was hunting 
the same mountain but this time 
it was covered with 3 inches of 
snow, which allowed tracking. 
The guys followed tracks well 
into the late afternoon when Scott 
spotted and shot his beautiful 5x4 
buck. Fortunately for the team, 
the snow had lessened the neces-
sary hiking distance which cut 
their drag time to 3 hours.  
       The three Kirchmans and 
Doug have hunted hard and 
harvested several nice D7 bucks 
over the years. Their success can 
be attributed to determination, 
hard hunting and polished  hunt-
ing skills.

Pictured from top to bottom are Rick, Kyle, and Scott 
Kirchman.



Membership Drive

Join Today!
If you are a deer enthusiast, this could be the best $30 that you have 

ever spent. The deer of California need your support! 

Membership Application 
California Deer Association

CHAPTER:___________________________________ DATE:____________________

NAME:________________________________________________________________
 
ADDRESS:_____________________________________________________________

CITY:________________________________ STATE:____________ ZIP:____________

COUNTY:_______________________________________________

PHONE - WORK:_________________________ HOME:______________________

 	 qVISA  qMASTERCARD qCHECK ENCLOSED

CARD # ______________________________________ EXP. DATE _____________

SIGNATURE ___________________________________ DATE __________________

MEMBERSHIP FEES     qMEMBERSHIP RENEWAL #________________
q$30 Full Membership: One year, decal & newsletter 
q$5 Junior Membership: Same as full membership 
q$1,000 Life Membership: Installment option $250 per year.
q$500 Corporate Sponsorship: Per year.
Mail To: California Deer Association, 820 Park Row, PMB 671, Salinas, CA 93901-2406
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