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It’s late August and this mule deer 
fawn’s spots are disappearing as it 

moves from the fawn stage to that 
of a yearling. Good habitat will be 
one of the keys to this fawn’s survival 
during the fall and coming winter 
months.

Photograph by Jerry Springer.
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 One of the perks of being the 
California Deer Association Presi-
dent and a longtime member of 
its Project Committee is that you 
are invited to various meetings 
throughout the state by individu-
als and groups that have a project 
they feel will be of interest to our 
organization.
 When we first met with the 
various agencies while setting up 
the Project Committee 11 years ago, 
everyone targeted the northeast 
corner of California as an area that 
needed assistance to maintain its 
deer herds. The vaunted “X” zones 
have long been considered as one 
of California’s prime deer hunting 
areas.
 In May, I journeyed into the 
“Devils Garden” to observe first-
hand the mechanized brush re-
moval and use of fire employed by 
the Modoc National Forest with 
one intention — to improve habitat. 
After so many years of a “Fire Sup-
pression” mode, this turnabout was 
refreshing, to say the least. CDA 
has already funded several water 
projects, brush removal and pro-
tection of riparian areas in Modoc 
County and is excited about new 
partnerships and possibilities to 
improve habitat in this portion of 
Northeastern California.
 Just this past month, too, I 
was invited to the Macdoel area in 

Siskiyou County. This is primarily 
a farming area with alfalfa hay as 
its main agricultural product. I had 
always passed through Macdoel 
on my way to somewhere else, but 
on this occasion I was instructed to 
get off the beaten path and travel 
to a piece of real estate lying three 
miles south of the Oregon border. 
No sooner had I turned off the main 
road when I started to see deer 
flourishing in the area. The numer-
ous immature spike bucks were still 
in velvet and most of the does had 
twins or triplets at their sides. In 
my two-hour tour of the ranch, I 
saw enough deer in the area to lose 
count. I am anxious to return this 
fall as I understand that a healthy 
herd of elk also frequents the 
mountain meadows during the rut.
 The gentleman who owns this 
prime piece of habitat has planted 
browse, excluded cattle grazing, 
developed water holes, instituted 
a predator control program, and 
removed timber to open up the 
meadows. He was born and raised 
on the ranch and truly defines the 
term “Steward of the Land.” I was 
honored to meet him and discuss 
the impact of habitat improvement 
on deer herds and other wildlife in 
the area. This was truly a treat!
 I would also like to take this op-
portunity to welcome Oscar Ramirez 
of the Sacramento Chapter and 
Randal Morrison of the Santa Rosa 
Chapter to CDA’s Board of Direc-
tors. Additionally, the Board has 
recently hired Patrick Fitzmorris as 
our new CDA Field Director and put 
him in charge of Chapter Develop-
ment. He has a degree in Wildlife 
Biology and a wealth of experience 
in the fundraising arena. We are 
working on getting an email address 
set up on the website and expect Pat 
will contact all of the chapters in the 
near future. 
 With the completion of the 
Sacramento Banquet, all of our ban-
quet/auctions are over for the year.
 My own personal membership 

drive is to suggest that after you 
read your copy of this California 
Deer Association newsletter, take 
it to the office or give it to someone 
who would be interested in our 
organization.
 Thank you for all of the hard 
work done this year by the CDA 
chapters and I look forward to our 
2009 fundraising season.

Andy Wood
President

CDA President Andy Wood proves 
you can win a rifle at a CDA Banquet.
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California Deer Association  
Hires New Field Director

CDA President Andy Wood (left) welcomes the new CDA Field Director 
Pat Fitzmorris to our organization.

 Effective August 1, 2008, CDA 
will have a new Field Director, Pat 
Fitzmorris. Fitzmorris is replac-
ing longtime Field Director Rick 
Bulloch who took a position with the 
California Outdoor Heritage Alliance 
(COHA).    
 Fitzmorris comes to CDA with 
great enthusiasm and experience for 
this position.
 What follows is an open letter to 
CDA members from Fitzmorris, giv-
ing additional background on CDA’s 
new Field Director.

 I wanted to say hello and intro-
duce myself to all of the California 
Deer Association members. I come 
from a long line of Californians, as 
my mother’s side came here just after 
the gold rush and my dad moved 
from Colorado just after World War 
II.  I love many things about this state 
but especially its diverse hunting op-
portunities. I have a friend who lives 
in Alabama and he has pretty much 
two choices of game there – turkeys 
or whitetails. I can name a dozen 
animals to hunt in California without 
even trying hard!

 I attended Humboldt State 
University where I received a bach-
elor’s degree in Wildlife Manage-
ment. I have been involved in several 
nonprofit conservation organizations 
over the years, both as a volunteer 
and as staff. I was a wetland biologist 
with California Waterfowl Asso-
ciation, and a waterfowl biologist 
and Regional Director with Ducks 
Unlimited. Most recently, I have been 
a biologist for a consulting firm in 
Sacramento. One of my main inter-
ests is wildlife conservation and how 
healthy habitat positively affects 
wildlife populations.
 Before I was born, my parents 
lived in Alturas and my dad worked 
at the California Agricultural Inspec-
tion Station just north of town on 
Highway 395 in Modoc County. My 
family lived in a small house on the 
outskirts of town and back then all 
the men hunted so deer season was 
a big deal. I remember stories about 
how my dad and his buddies would 
drive to the Warner Mountains and 
see several big, trophy bucks during 
a morning hunt. This was in the early 
’50s and you could buy two deer tags 

continued on page 4
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over the counter and hunt anywhere 
you dang well pleased. I asked my 
dad what happened to the racks, and 
his reply was, “Oh, we didn’t shoot 
the big ones. Meat’s too tough and we 
didn’t want to pack a big buck back 
to the truck.”
 My dad still has an old friend in 
Alturas and as we were visiting one 
day, we got to talking about deer 
hunting back in the day. He whipped 
out some old photos that dropped 
my jaw to the ground. Photographs 
of some massive old bucks, some 
surely record book potential. I asked 
the old gentleman if he still had some 
of those racks and he replied that he 
took them to the dump years ago.
 Not shooting the big bucks? Tak-
ing record book racks to the dump? 
Boy, have times changed! The reason 
I bring this up is that deer hunting 
in California used to be fantastic in 
places. Many factors over time have 
contributed to the decline of our great 
state’s deer herds. Biologists call this 
Cumulative Effects. It is easy to point 
a finger at whatever or whoever, but 
the simple fact is that the loss of qual-
ity deer habitat has had a profound 
effect on our deer numbers.
 Can we reverse the downward 
trend? Yes, we can! We can bring 
back our deer herds by working 
together as a united group with our 
federal and state agencies.
 The work that the California 
Deer Association has accomplished 
in its short life span is extremely 
impressive. The revenue that CDA 
has raised that has gone directly 
into habitat projects is nothing short 
of phenomenal. I am very proud 
to be part of this team of dedicated 
members and volunteers who want 
to make a difference in California’s 
wildlife habitat. Together, we will 
make a difference, take CDA to the 
next level, and bring back our deer 
herds. I look forward to meeting you 
all at the banquets, committee meet-
ings, and functions. And maybe most 
importantly, good luck on your fall 
hunts!

Pat Fitzmorris - CDA Field Director
Email: PatF@CalDeer.org
Cell phone: (530) 632-2091

continued from page 3

Meet Your Two Newest 
CDA Board Members

Randy Morrison 
Santa Rosa Chapter

Oscar Ramirez
Sacramento Chapter

New North Valley Chapter
 With the continued huge success-
es of the Chico, Gridley and Redding 
chapters, those wanting to attend 
their banquets need to plan well in 
advance and move quickly to make 
their reservations before the events 
are sold out.
 To meet the demand of sports-
men and women and sponsors on the 
west side of the Sacramento Valley 
in Northern California, a new CDA 
chapter called North Valley has re-
cently been chartered. This new chap-
ter will encompass Glenn, Colusa and 
Sutter counties.
 The North Valley Chapter has 
already set the date for its first 
Banquet/Auction, which will be 
held on Friday, February 13, 2009, at 
the Colusa County Fairgrounds in 
Colusa, California.
 In addition to an impressive list 
of firearms in its raffle, the commit-
tee members are already working on 
getting fishing, hunting and vacation 
trips which will include California 
blacktail hunts, out-of-state trips, 
a Log Cabin Getaway, as well as 

women-only and youth opportuni-
ties.
 The North Valley Chapter is lo-
cated in the heart of California’s wa-
terfowl hunting area so there are sure 
to be outstanding duck and goose 
hunting opportunities on which to 
bid during the banquet.
 The chapter is planning to 
propose deer and wildlife improve-
ment projects for the middle and 
west sides of the three counties. The 
chapter also expects to provide great 
youth programs and activities for 
ladies.
 With the North Valley Chapter 
being the first CDA chapter to hold 
a banquet in February, its banquet is 
sure to be an early sellout as it joins 
the ranks of other successful CDA 
chapters.
 If you are interested in being part 
of this new, exciting chapter, contact 
one of the following chapter co-chairs 
below:
   Doug Turner (530) 473-5078
   Larry Crabtree (530) 671-2959
   Tom Dermody (530) 624-7209
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CDA Interviews the Director of Nevada Department of Wildlife 
Part I

      This is Part I of a two-part interview 
conducted by California Deer editor Jerry 
Springer with the Director of the Nevada 
Department of Wildlife, Ken Mayer. 
What makes this interview so unique is 
that Mayer spent almost 12 years as the 
statewide Deer Management Program 
Coordinator for the California Depart-
ment of Fish and Game. In the following 
interview he gives us answers to ques-
tions that cross the borders between the 
two states.

Question: Can you give me a brief 
background of your wildlife manage-
ment experience for our readers?

Answer: I began my career as a wild-
life biologist in 1981 with the Cali-
fornia Department of Forestry (CDF). 
Actually I was the first wildlife 
biologist the CDF hired. I spent six 
years there conducting a statewide 
wildlife resource assessment, wildlife 
habitat relationships research, work-
ing with the Board of Forestry and 
a variety of other wildlife functions. 
In 1987, I joined California Depart-
ment of Fish and Game (DFG) as the 
statewide Deer Management Program 
Coordinator. That position, as it is 
today, was responsible, at a policy 
level, for all aspects of deer manage-
ment in California, including regula-
tions. I also served as the Northern 
California Wildlife Field Supervisor 
in Region 3 out of the Yountville 
office for almost two years. I then 
finished my career, beginning in 1999 
with the Office of Spill Prevention 
and Response (OSPR), becoming the 
Chief Scientist there in 2000 until I 
retired in 2007. The OSPR experi-
ence provided me an opportunity to 
manage a large staff and budget, as 
well as be responsible for all the top-
level policy and political aspects of a 
diverse organization.
 
Question: What made you apply for 
the position of Director of Nevada 
Department of Wildlife?
 
Answer: I had always been interested 
in Nevada as a place to live and I 
especially liked the strong hunting 

and fishing tradition in the Nevada 
Department of Wildlife (NDOW). I 
also found myself being frustrated in 
DFG by not having a direct voice in 
making wildlife decisions that ben-
efited both wildlife (both game and 
non-game) and the hunter and fisher-
man who pay the majority of the bills. 
Becoming Director of NDOW gives me 
the opportunity to do just that here in 
Nevada.

Question: What do you hope will be 
your number one accomplishment in 
your new job? 

Answer: NDOW has suffered low 
morale for some time for a number 
of reasons. My goal is to turn that 
around through better communica-
tion, common sense decisions on 
program direction, and showing that 
you can have strong hunting and fish-
ing programs and still have one of the 
nation’s leading diversity programs. 
I have mended a lot of fences between 
the constituents (sportsmen, industry 

Ken Mayer, Director of Nevada’s Department of Wildlife, displays a CDA plaque of appreciation 
presented to him at the 2007 Sacramento Chapter Banquet for his support of California wildlife. 

and environmental), legislators and 
between NDOW and our federal and 
state agency partners. I can see sig-
nificant gains in these areas.

Question: As California Deer Pro-
gram Coordinator, what was your 
biggest accomplishment?

Answer: That is a tough one. I was 
the Coordinator for almost 12 years. 
Maybe it would be best to list some 
of the changes that occurred over 
those dozen years… simple things 
like I was actively involved in the 
shift from the manual big game draw 
(remember the hundreds of people and 
the big raffle drums in the Resource 
Building in Sacramento?) to the au-
tomated draw. Deer tags were finally 
printed on Tyvek material so they 
wouldn’t fall apart when it rained; 
I was the lead for the early develop-
ment of the preference point system 
that is in use today; streamlined 

continued on page 6
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many regulations; expanded the ad-
ditional hunt program; expanded the 
“Hill Bill Program” and developed an 
equitable project funding approach; 
rewrote the legislation for the Private 
Lands Wildlife Management Area 
Program, expanded its membership 
and re-focused the program direction 
to benefit wildlife and hunters; wrote 
the legislation for the Golden Op-
portunity and Open Zone fundraising 
tags; was one of a small group of the 
Wildlife Division staff that developed 
the Environmental Document process 
for hunting in response to challenges 
to stop hunting in the early 1990s by 
the antis; was the lead biologist for 
DFG on the lawsuit by the Fund For 
Animals to stop archery bear hunt-
ing (we prevailed in court against the 
Fund and reinstituted archery hunt-
ing of black bear); and I’m very proud 
that I had a hand as an advisor in 
the establishment of the Mule Deer 
Foundation in California as well as 
the CDA. I could go on but those are a 
few things that come to mind.

Question: What didn’t you accom-
plish as California Deer Program Co-
ordinator that you would have liked 
to have done?

Answer: Before I took over the deer 
program to now, deer numbers have 
been declining in California. This is 
because of the decline of habitat car-
rying capacity, especially on the west 
slope of the Sierra Nevada. Unfortu-
nately, DFG has little control over 
that because the federal land man-
agement agencies hold all the cards. 
Over the last three decades the west 
slope has become a sea of pole-size 
trees. You can’t grow deer in that kind 
of habitat. When fires do occur, they 
often spray the brush after the fire!  I 
can say that while we had some suc-
cesses along the way, I was not very 
effective in changing their manage-
ment approach. And finally, I came 
very close a couple of times to getting 
legislation introduced to drastically 
change the “Bush Bill,” which gives 
37 of 58 County Boards of Supervi-
sors ultimate control over antlerless 
and either-sex deer hunts. You can’t 

properly manage deer by only manag-
ing the male segment of the popula-
tion. If hunters are frustrated with the 
boom-and-bust cycle of their hunt-
ing, they can blame this piece of 1960 
legislation. And, frankly, hunters over 
the years have been their own worst 
enemy when it comes to the lack of 
doe hunting (their lack of support for 
it) and thus “balanced” management!

Question: What do you believe are the 
top reasons California deer numbers 
are declining?

Answer: Obviously, poor-quality 
habitat is number one, followed by the 
lack of interest by the USFS and BLM 
in deer habitat management. Addi-
tionally, fire suppression has been one 
the most significant factors affecting 
deer numbers (except in the northeast 
Great Basin habitats where fire is 
often detrimental). While suppression 
of fire for life and property is some-
thing we need to do, it has grown to a 
point over the 56 years of “Smokey the 
Bear” telling us that fire is bad that, 
as a consequence, our society wants to 
put every fire out. When that happens, 
early successional species like deer 
lose out! And it wouldn’t be fair not 
to mention that California has over 35 
million people who are eating up deer 
habitat at an alarming rate as well as 
a shift in our climate, which is also 
affecting habitat. Hunters as old as 
I am can remember it always seemed 
to rain during the opening few weeks 
of deer season in September — that 
doesn’t happen anymore! 

Question: What would get the num-
bers turned around? Or do you think 
that is ever possible?

Answer: I’m not really sure. Some 
have predicted that because of decades 
of fire suppression, California is ripe 
for a firestorm that will burn millions 
of acres of forest land. If that happens, 
deer numbers will certainly increase 
dramatically. Since I hope that 
doesn’t happen because of the devas-
tation that it will have on Califor-
nians, I can only hope that aggressive 
vegetation management is initiated 
and that DFG will have a strong voice 
in how that is done, especially post-

treatment action. I also hope that the 
hunters, public and legislators can 
one day recognize that we need to 
fully embrace the scientific manage-
ment of deer and lead California out 
of the dark ages of single-sex man-
agement. Because, without all the 
tools available, how can you expect 
the biologist to be successful in 
managing to the hunters’ and pub-
lic’s expectations? I have often said 
in California deer management, it is 
analogist to letting the local elected 
officials tell a medical doctor, that 
even though he knows how to cure 
someone with a proven and ethical 
technique that they learned in medi-
cal school, he can’t use it because 
they said so!! I don’t think the public 
would stand for that in the medical 
field, yet that is exactly what has 
been happening in California deer 
management for 47 years.

Question: Mountain lions, bears and 
coyotes — are they a problem for 
California’s or Nevada’s deer herds?

Answer: The simple answer is yes! 
However, nothing in nature is simple. 
Once again, without the important 
tools (lions are off-limits) avail-
able to them, how can a biologist 
effectively manage a species? While 
I answered yes, that doesn’t mean 
that I believe that predators are the 
only cause of low deer numbers. It is 
a suite of environmental conditions 
that are working together to work 
against increasing deer numbers. I re-
member back to some of the results of 
the lion-deer research the DFG did in 
Round Valley that CDA helped fund. 
When habitat conditions were low, 
predation rates were high, and when 
habitat condition was up and so too 
was overall deer condition, predation 
rates were lower.  I think you can get 
the picture.

Question: Is it true that California 
hunters are the largest single group 
of nonresident hunters in Nevada?

Answer: Yes! 2007 saw 6,954 Califor-
nians apply for applications. Utah 
is second with 1,695.  This trend has 
been consistent for the past decade.

(Part II in Fall 2008 Issue)

continued from page 5
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Sharing the Tradition
California Deer Association’s 

2008 Junior Deer Hunt Drawing

2008 Sharing the Tradition Entry Form

Name:________________________________________________________________________________
Address: _____________________________________________________________________________
City:___________________________________________________ State:__________ Zip:___________
Telephone:________________________________ Email Address:________________________________
Junior Hunting Lic #:______________________ Age:_______ Sex: Male or Female
Adult Contact: Name__________________________________  Telephone________________________
Have you ever hunted deer?  Yes or No   Have you ever taken a deer?  Yes or No
What caliber rifle will you be shooting? ______________________
Hunt Dates: December 19-20, December 20-21, December 22-23, December 26-27, December 27-28
 (Hunts begin at 11 a.m. on first day and conclude at noon of the second day.)
(If you can hunt on more than one date, list the dates in order of preference)
Hunt Date Choices:  1st __________  2nd __________ 3rd ____________ 4th __________ 5th_________

Send entry form to: Sharing the Tradition   Entry Deadline: October 15, 2008
   P.O. Box 7708
   Stockton, CA 95267-0708                                  ( OK to duplicate Entry Form )  e

     Here is a chance for  junior hunters 
to win one of 25 fully guided antler-
less deer hunts on the famous 270,000-
acre Tejon Ranch. The California Deer 
Association (CDA) and sponsors Tejon 
Ranch, Alpen Optics, Barnes Bullets, 
Hunter’s Specialties and Birchwood 
Casey will be providing the guided 
deer hunts and some of their products 
to the lucky junior hunters who are 
drawn for the 2008 hunt.
     This is a free drawing that is open 
to all junior hunters with a valid 2008 
California junior hunting license and 
an unfilled deer tag. The normal hunt 
or access fees will not be charged.

Rules and Requirements
• Only one hunt can be won per junior hunter. This is an antlerless deer hunt.
• Limit of one entry per junior hunter (list hunt dates in order of preference).
• Applicant must possess a valid 2008/2009 California Junior Hunting License.
• Applicant must possess a valid unfilled 2008 California deer tag (any zone) or 

deer tag application to exchange for the Tejon Ranch PLM deer tag.
• Listed hunt dates cannot be changed.
• Hunts are nontransferable.
• Hunt acceptance must be confirmed by October 25, 2008.
• Applicant must be accompanied on the hunt by an adult. (Space limitations 

limit this to only one adult.)
• Transportation to the Tejon Ranch is not included and is the responsibility of 

the winner and his/her accompanying adult.
• Only winners will be notified.

Lodging on the ranch is included.
     Five junior hunters will hunt on 
each of the five hunt dates. This is a 
random drawing conducted by CDA, 
not the California Department of Fish 
and Game.
     Entry deadline for this year’s draw-
ing is October 15, 2008.
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Members Afield

Ira Alexander (above) took 
this pure blacktail buck on 

public land during the 2007 
B-Zone rifle season. His wife, 
Amanda, watched as he took 

the 5x3, 24-inch wide buck 
that also had two  

non-countable cheaters.

Share Your Photos 
Had a great day afield?

Email or mail your photos to:
Jerry@WesternHunter.com

or
Members Afield 
P.O. Box 7708 

Stockton, CA 95267

Could Salinas Valley Chapter Com-
mittee member Leslie Martins (above) 
look any happier? On October 25, 
2007, she bagged this 27-inch wide 
management buck on Santa Rosa 
Island. The 3x3 scored 165 SCI.  Her 
husband, Kearney Martins, wrote, 
“It’s a sin that all the deer and elk on 
the Island have to be killed after 2011. 
These deer are disease-free and could 
be a big help in the future.”

CDA junior members Matt 
Beardsley (left) and Kyle 
Beardsley (right) show off 
Matt’s first hog that he took 
while hunting a Wilderness 
Unlimited ranch. Matt’s 

father, Wes, says “Matt has his fingers crossed 
for the upcoming Sharing the Tradition (Tejon 
Ranch) junior hunt drawing.” He has heard 
all about how great it was from his brother 
Kyle who was lucky enough to be drawn last 
year.



CDA Annual Rifle Raffle - Entry Form
Name:______________________________________________________________________________

Address: ____________________________________________________________________________
City:_________________________________________________ State:__________ Zip:___________
Telephone:________________________________ Email:_____________________________________
Credit Card Type (MC / VISA / AMEX):_____________ CC#:_____________________ Exp: _________
Total Tickets  @    $25 x _____ = $_________   $100 x _____ = $________  Total Enclosed _________
Make checks payable to: CDA  

Send entry form to:   Bob Dunlap        Have any questions? Contact Scott Jones (559) 804-1506
   237 N. Bianchi
   Clovis, CA 93612                                  ( OK to duplicate Entry Form )
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One high-quality rifle will be given away each month in 2008!

     August Remington Sendero .300 Ultra Mag 
  September Weatherby SVR .22-250   October Browning Stalker .270 WSM
  November Weatherby Mark V .257 Mag   December  Browning Titan .325 WSM

Only 1,000 tickets will be sold!!! $25 per ticket or 5 for $100. Each ticket gives you one chance each 
month for that month’s featured rifle.
• Winning ticket numbers will be determined by the California Daily 3 Midday Lotto, drawn the first Tuesday of each month.
• Winner will be notified via phone or email, and names will be posted on the CDA website and in California Deer.
• If one of the rifle models is not available, a substitution of equal or greater value will be made.
• All rifles will be purchased at Herb Bauer’s Sporting Goods. If you wish to substitute one of the above prizes, you will receive a 
  credit for the purchase price to be used at Herb Bauer’s.
• Tickets will be delivered via mail.
• If a winning number has not been sold, a drawing will be held from the random pool of raffle tickets by someone not in the
  contest.

California Deer Association - Central Valley Chapter 

 Annual Rifle Raffle

Winners So Far!!!

June Winner - Allen Robinson

January   Weatherby Ultralite .240 Mag
  Dave Shavon - Clovis
February  Browning Stalker 7mm WSM
  Rick Helm - Caruthers
March   Weatherby Mark V .17 HMR
  Chuck Fischer - Sanger
April   Weatherby Mark V .30-378 Mag
  Boyd Robinson - Clovis
May   Remington 700 LSS .243 
  Mike Hannah - Clovis
June   Weatherby Mark V .300 WHBY Mag
  Allen Robinson - Walnut Creek
July    Kimber .325 WSM
  Berry Pearlstein - Clovis
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Success in San Jose! 
Chapter’s 2008 Banquet
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Success in San Jose! 
Chapter’s 2008 Banquet
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Spotlight On the Project Committee
By Oscar Ramirez

Ever wonder what the Project Committee does?
 

 On June 21, 2008, the Project 
Committee of your California Deer 
Association (CDA) met to conclude 
the review and discussion of over 30 
project proposals, totaling close to 
three-quarters of a million dollars, to 
support California’s wildlife. Meeting 
for the second time in two weeks – the 
first meeting was held in Bakersfield 
on June 7 – the Project Committee, 
along with the Support Committee, 
came from all over California to final-
ize and discuss this year’s submis-
sions.  

Background
 The Project Committee consists of 
many folks who represent CDA from 
various regions of the state and is led 
by Chairman Jim Lidberg.  Jim could 
be called CDA’s own one-man Sup-
port Committee as he recently retired 
from the California Department of 
Fish and Game (DFG), bringing with 
him over 40 years experience working 
as a wildlife biologist. 
 The Support Committee includes 
representatives of the DFG, Bureau of 
Land Management and United States 
Forest Service. Each lends their exper-
tise, experience and opinion on the 
myriad projects ranging from habitat, 
research, equipment, and education. 
They are more than just pretty faces 
with nice credentials; they act in an 

advisory capac-
ity by providing 
honest testi-
mony as to the 
strength, viability 
and need of the 
projects under 
consideration, 
and CDA is 
grateful for their 
participation in 
this important 
endeavor.
 The projects 
are submitted by 
various agencies 
and educational 
institutions, 

including those represented in the 
Support Committee. Many times the 
projects are a col-
laboration of one 
or more of these 
agencies and/
or local CDA 
chapters or other 
organizations.  
Pooling our fund-
ing and resources 
allows California 
to reap bigger re-
wards for wildlife 
conservation.

Meat and 
Potatoes
 During 
these meetings, 
the Committee 
reviews the submissions received after 
the Call for Projects period concludes, 
generally during the first quarter of 
the year. The Project and Support 
Committees review all project pro-
posals, taking input from the various 
experts in attendance.
 After all projects are thoroughly 
reviewed and testimony is received, 
the Support Committee members are 
excused and thanked for their support 
and commitment to one of our state’s 
most precious resources, its wildlife 
and our hunting heritage.

 The Project Committee then 
reviews and discusses each project 
further, if necessary, and then votes to 
either recommend approval or denial 
of funding. Many considerations go 
into the decision-making process, 
including: benefit to deer and other 
wildlife, project type, cost, need, and 
available funding. Following this, 
Chairman Lidberg sends the recom-
mended project proposals to the CDA 
Board of Directors for final decision.  
The Board may act on the Project 
Committee’s recommendations, or at 
its option, send back for additional 
clarification or information. Once ap-
proved by the Board, the projects are 
funded and then are tracked to ensure 
timelines are met and the proposals 
have been carried out according to the 

approved methodologies.  

Conclusion
 If this sounds like a lengthy 
process, it is.  The project binders are 
a minimum of one-inch thick and 
require the committee members’ full 
attention.  The members are encour-
aged to query the submitter to request 
additional information or clarification 
prior to the meetings.  
 As previously noted, the Commit-
tee members are all volunteers and 
live throughout the state, yet make 
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the commitment to attend the 
meetings and make sound deci-
sions.  The members, as well 
as the Board, are charged with 
spending your dollars wisely 
and diligently follow this pro-
cess to its extended conclusion.
 When all the dust settles, 
CDA publishes a project guide 
highlighting where CDA dol-
lars are being spent to benefit 
California’s deer herds.  The 
project guide is also published 
online and historical project 
guides are available on CDA’s 
website.  
 Note: The Board of Direc-
tors meets in July to either ap-
prove or reject the projects, in 
whole or in part, at that meet-
ing.

Photo by Jeff Dixson
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Good Things Happen at CDA Events

What did Scott Jones do at the Central Valley Chapter Banquet when he 
won the $500 cash prize raffle? He arranged to purchase a rifle right then 
for a youth raffle and started handing out free raffle tickets (see above) to 
all the kids at the dinner. A ticket was then drawn and a very lucky junior 
was presented a rifle by Jones (right photo). Way to go Scott Jones!!!

At the San Jose Chapter Banquet, CDA President Andy Wood (left) presented five specially mounted knives to past 
board members in recognition of their service. Past board members Frank Magincalda (right) and Jim Tonkin (sec-
ond from right) were present to accept their awards. Jerry Springer was behind the camera so Andy Wood held his 
award, while two other chapter members held the awards for Mike Mantelli and Henry Coletto.
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At the Salinas Valley Chapter Banquet, Dana Guidotti 
(center) along with Rick Bulloch (left) presented CDA 
Past President Jerry Wilkinson with a special mounted 
knife for his past service on the CDA Board.

Recognizing our Veterans
During the Central Valley Chapter Banquet, all veterans 
in attendance were requested to stand. After a round of ap-
plause, each veteran was handed a raffle ticket. A drawing 
was held and Phil Jones was the winner of a very fine rifle 
that evening. We all owe a special debt of gratitude to Mr. 
Jones and all of our veterans for helping ensure that we live 
in a free country.

This year’s Salinas Valley Chapter Banquet was dedi-
cated to the members (both past and present) of the Armed 
Services. Pictured above at the banquet is Clem Albertoni 
(left) and Roy Diaz. Mr. Diaz is one of the surviving mem-
bers of the Battan Death March.

Pictured above are “The Cake Lady” and Oscar 
Ramirez (CDA Board Member and Sacramento 
Committee Chair). This special CDA cake was 
part of the dessert at this year’s Sacramento 
Banquet.



CDA Junior Hunt Sponsor 
Best Buy In Optics For 2008
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2008 Catalina Island Management Deer Hunts
Offered By Wildlife West, Inc.

• 2 & 3 Day Fully Guided Hunts
• All Hunts Include Meals,

Lodging & Guide Service
• Lodging at White’s Landing

For more information
contact Jim Settle 

or Ben Myhre

530/824-4902 • P.O. Box 282, Corning, CA 96021
www.wildlifewestinc.com

7-25-08

We Offer Affordable Hunts For Every Budget

• 2 & 3 Day Fully Guided Hunts
• All Hunts Include Meals,

Lodging & Guide Service
• Lodging at White’s Landing

     For the sixth time, “Outdoor Life” 
magazine has chosen Alpen Optics 
as the best buy in optics for 2008. 
According to “Outdoor Life,” the 
full-size binoculars from Alpen offer 
optics’ quality you’d expect to pay 
two or three times more for with an-
other brand. “Outdoor Life” reveals 
that the resolution of the Alpen Pro 
10x42 binoculars matches or exceeds 
binoculars costing 10 times as much, 
and the Pro’s tight focus and rela-
tively low weight impressed the test 
team. 
     Alpen has proved that you don’t 

have to spend your mortgage money 
to buy a quality pair of binoculars for 
use while you hunt, fish, bird watch 

or view sporting events. The 
Alpen Pro 10x42 binoculars 

have a suggested retail price 
of $172, far below what 

you’d expect to pay for 
such a quality pair of 
binoculars. 
     Alpen has been 

so successful in pro-
viding quality optics 

at a reasonable price that 
this year Alpen binoculars 

will be the optic sponsors for the 2008 
Paralympics Archery Team in Beijing, 
China, and will provide this year’s 
athletes with the quality optics they 
need to shoot accurately in world-
class competition. 
     If you want the greatest buy in 
optics, take the advice of “Outdoor 
Life,” and check out a pair of Alpen 
Pro 10x42 binoculars at your local 
optics’ retailer. 
     To read the review, visit www.
outdoorlife.com/article_gallery/
Optics-Test-’08/7. To read reviews of 
other Alpen products, type “Alpen” 
into the search box. For information 
on Alpen Optics and to learn more 
about Alpen’s commitment to the 
U.S. Paralympics Archery Team, go 
to www.alpenoutdoors.com.   

California Deer
Wins Award!

The California Deer Association’s newsletter, 
California Deer was recently awarded second place 
in the 2007 Best Newsletter category at the Spring 
Conference of the Outdoor Writers Association of 
California (OWAC) in Sonora, California. This is 
the second time this CDA publication has won an 
award in this category. 

DFG Big Game 
Drawing

 Each year the Department of 
Fish and Game (DFG) receives more 
than 100,000 applications for the big 
game hunt drawing. Hunters submit 
applications for premium deer, elk, 
antelope and sheep tags for the 
lottery-style drawing.  
 On June 2, several thousand 
applicants converged on the DFG 
main licensing office in Natomas 
to purchase or hand deliver their 
applications on the last day of the 
application period.  
 “Typically, we receive 
approximately 50 percent of all 
applications during the final week 
before the deadline,” said James Fong, 
Chief of DFG’s License and Revenue 
Branch. “We set up tables and a drop 
box out in front of the office and beef 
up the staff inside to provide extra 
help for hunters.” 
 In 2007, hunters submitted 111,010 
applications for the big game drawing, 
which generated about $1.8 million.  
 Applications for all species have 
steadily increased over the years. In 
1997, 38,533 deer tag applications 
were received for the annual big game 
drawing. In 2007, deer tag applications 
jumped to 53,826. Elk hunts increased 
from 12,531 applications in 1997 to 
26,585 in 2007 as more elk hunting 
opportunities became available. 
Bighorn sheep tag applications 
increased from 4,493 in 1997 to 10,234 
for the 20 tags available in 2007.

 



California Deer          17

Antler Points
Statistical Error in 
Big Game Booklet!

 Page 20 of the 2008 Big Game 
California Hunting Digest lists 0 
for the total “1st Choice Max Point 
Applicants” for Hunt Code G39 when 
it was actually 86 applicants vying for 
the four 2007 Preference Quota tags. 
 This mistake might have given 
2008 applicants with maximum 
preference points the wrong 
impression that they had a great 
chance of drawing a tag in this 
year’s Big Game drawing for G39. 
Unfortunately, the number of “1st 
Choice Max Point Applicants” in 
2008 for the four Hunt Code G39 tags 
was 81.

Nevada Big Game 
Applications

 California hunters are the number 
one nonresident hunter in Nevada. Here 
is some interesting information about the 
2008 Nevada big game applications. 

 A record number of hunters 
applied for Nevada’s big game tags 
this year. Wildlife Administrative 
Services, the contracted vendor 
responsible for producing the 
big game draw for the Nevada 
Department of Wildlife (NDOW), 
reported 146,911 applications for 
the 2008 main draw, a 4.2% increase 
over 2007 numbers. A total of 53,757 
hunters applied in 2008, compared 
to 52,878 in 2007. Hunters can apply 
for up to seven different hunts. More 
than 93% of the applications were 
submitted online via the Internet. 
 While many lucky sportsmen 
who draw a tag are making their 
vacation plans around a 2008 hunt, 
others are setting themselves up for a 
hunt at a later date. More than 15% of 
the 2008 applications were for bonus 
points only. 
 Bonus points allow a hunter to 
build points toward a future draw, 
and allow flexibility to plan hunts 

around family activities and other 
time constraints. Building bonus 
points early enhances the greater 
possibility for obtaining a tag later; 
and with the ever-increasing number 
of big game applicants, outdoorsmen 
should begin to build bonus points as 
soon as possible.

 Fire Restrictions
 The California Department of Fish 
and Game (DFG) reminds hunters 
that wildfires can alter hunting plans. 
Fire restrictions can limit a big game 
tag holder’s access in certain zones, 
depending on conditions.
 “Each year some of California’s 
hunters face the possibility that a 
devastating fire season may impact 
their planned hunting trips,” said 
Craig Stowers, DFG’s Deer Program 
Coordinator. Hunters should con-
sider shifting their plans and focusing 
on another site within the zone they 
selected if localized restrictions are in 
place.”
 In past years, only a few of the 
over 179,000 deer tag holders were 
affected by fire restrictions, Stowers 
said, and some hunters requested 
refunds. A refund request for unused 
big game tags must be submitted 
prior to the earliest hunting season for 
which the tag is valid. Refunds will be 
considered for unused deer (for zones 
A, B, C, D, AO#1, and AO#2), bear, 
antelope, elk and bighorn sheep tags. 
There are no refunds or exchanges for 
premium deer tags due to fire clo-
sures.
 The general deer season in the 
A Zone — covering all or part of 
29 counties from Mendocino to Los 
Angeles — opens in August. Other big 
game seasons may also face restric-
tions. Updated fire information is 
available at www.dfg.ca.gov/hunt-
ing/biggame.html or by contacting 
national forests directly. Maps of hunt-
ing zones can be found at www.dfg.
ca.gov/hunting/deer/deer_maps.html.
 Access restrictions can be espe-
cially frustrating to deer hunters with 

hard-to-draw premium permits. DFG 
recommends all hunters consider 
scouting and hunting more than one 
specific location when planning hunts 
in areas with traditionally high fire 
danger. Keep in mind, weather and 
moisture conditions can change, al-
lowing the reopening of an area for 
hunting, so check area forest closure 
information regularly.
 DFG sets the deer hunting season 
based on deer biology, not on weath-
er variations or predictions. Season 
dates are based primarily on con-
sideration for breeding season and 
seasonal herd movements. During 
unusually dry years, access to some 
areas may be closed by private or 
public land managers because of fires 
or fire danger.

Reloading Lost Art?
 The vast majority of American 
shooters do not reload their shotshells 
or centerfire rifle and pistol car-
tridges, according to a recent survey. 
Furthermore, among those relatively 
few shooters who do reload their 
own ammunition, most reload only 
small quantities — one to five boxes 
per month.
 Of the shooters surveyed, a 
whopping 83% of shotgunners 
reported that they do not reload 
shotshells at all. The “no-reloading” 
figures for centerfire rifle and pistol 
shooters are slightly lower, but even 
so, almost three-fourths (74%) of 
centerfire shooters report that they do 
not reload any ammunition.
 Among the minority of shooters 
who do reload their own ammuni-
tion, most (7.3% of shotgunners and 
13% of centerfire rifle and pistol 
shooters) report that they reload only 
one to five boxes of ammunition per 
month. A scant 2.25% of shotgunners 
and 2.4% of centerfire shooters report 
reloading large amounts of their 
ammunition, 10 boxes per month or 
more.

Source: HunterSurvey.com
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Update
Confirmation of Daniel Richards
 On June 11th, the Senate Rules 
Committee approved the confirmation 
of Daniel Richards’ appointment to 
the California Fish and Game Com-
mission by a unanimous 5-0 vote. The 
California Outdoor Heritage Alliance 
was pleased to provide testimony in 
support of Mr. Richards on behalf of 
itself and 22 other local, state and na-
tional wildlife organizations. In order 
to serve his entire six-year term on the 
Commission, Mr. Richards’ confirma-
tion must now be approved by a vote 
on the Senate Floor, where it may not 
be considered until August.
 Mr. Richards comes to the Com-
mission with a background in fish 
and wildlife policy, having served 
as Chairman of the San Bernardino 
County Fish and Game Commission 
– one of California’s largest and most 
diverse counties in terms of geogra-
phy and wildlife resources. In this 
capacity, Mr. Richards demonstrated 
strong leadership abilities and a keen 
understanding of the many complex 
fish and wildlife issues facing the 
San Bernardino region. Mr. Richards 
is also actively involved with many 
wildlife and fishery organizations, 
including The Society for the Conser-
vation of Bighorn Sheep, Trout Un-
limited, Ducks Unlimited and various 
other conservation groups. 
 As an avid hunter and angler, Mr. 
Richards not only has a solid under-
standing of the fish and game regula-
tions which are considered annually 
by the Commission, but also a firm 
appreciation for the lead role hunters 
and anglers play in the conservation of 
our wildlife and fishery resources, and 
the habitats upon which they depend.
 Daniel Richards was appointed 
to the California Fish and Game 
Commission by Governor Arnold 
Schwarzenegger in February 2008.

Hunting Stamp and Tag Revenues 

 SB 1172 by Senator Bob Dutton (R-
Rancho Cucamonga), a bill that would 
help ensure that hunting license stamp 
and tag monies fully benefit the game 
species and habitats that they were 
intended to support, passed out of 
the Assembly Water, Parks & Wildlife 
Committee without a single “no” vote. 
This important measure is now in the 
Assembly Appropriations Committee 
awaiting final action. 
 If signed into law, SB 1172 would 
establish separate fiscal accounts for 
revenues derived from hunting license 
stamp or tag sales – specifically those 
for wild pigs, antelope, bighorn sheep, 
bear, elk, upland game birds and deer 
– so that the public can better track 
and account for them. Where existing 
law is insufficient, the measure would 
also mandate that such revenues can 
only be used for certain game species-
related purposes. The bill would fur-
ther create the opportunity for sports-
men’s organizations to provide input 
to the Department of Fish and Game 
(DFG) as to the types of projects or ac-
tivities approved for funding from the 
accounts, while allowing such groups 
to assist with much-needed conserva-
tion efforts.
 SB 1172 is largely modeled on 
existing state law that specifically 
governs the annual use of state duck 
stamp revenues. In 2006, that law 
helped ensure that approximately 99% 
of such revenues were, in fact, used 
for waterfowl programs. Conversely, 
only about 62% of monies derived 
from the sale of deer tags, for example, 
was expended that year to benefit deer 
and their habitat.

Local Government Interference
 A California Outdoor Heritage 
Alliance-sponsored measure that 
would reaffirm state preemption over 
hunting and fishing activities finally 
cleared the Senate Natural Resources 
and Water Committee on June 25th by 

a vote of 5-3.  AB 815, by Assembly 
Member Tom Berryhill (R-Modesto), 
was approved over the objections of 
several animal rights organizations. 
Democratic Senators Darrell Steinberg 
and Mike Machado joined Repub-
licans Dennis Hollingsworth, Bob 
Margett and Dave Cogdill to advance 
the measure.
 AB 815 would mandate that only 
the Fish and Game Commission or 
Department of Fish and Game may 
adopt or promulgate regulations over 
hunting and fishing activities, and 
would therefore help to ensure com-
prehensive, science-based control over 
fish and game matters. In addition, 
the bill would require public resource 
agencies to take into consideration the 
hunting and fishing rights inherent to 
navigable waters.

Spay/Neuter Bill Amended
 AB 1634 (Levine), which would 
have imposed mandatory spay and 
neuter requirements on most dog 
owners, was amended in June. The 
new version provides that the owner 
of an unspayed or unneutered dog 
that is the subject of a “complaint” 
may be cited and pay a fine, as 
specified, on the first two occurrences; 
and, on the third occurrence, the dog 
would be required to be spayed or 
neutered at the owner’s expense.
 The California Outdoor Heritage 
Alliance is still strongly urging 
hunters and concerned dog owners 
to continue to oppose the bill, in part 
because a mere allegation against 
a dog owner from a member of the 
public could trigger the penalties 
in the bill. It should also be noted 
that revenues generated from the 
fines could wrongfully be used for 
a whole host of purposes unrelated 
to spaying/neutering, while local 
humane societies and other private 
animal welfare groups would be 
eligible to receive the fine monies.
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Big Bucks in Small Places 
by Jerry Springer

 Wow! I was looking at a 
really dandy buck. His antlers 
stretched out past his ears and I 
couldn’t believe how long his eye-
guards were. The buck was stand-
ing broadside and my Bushnell 
rangefinder showed 37 yards. It 
was tough telling myself, “Don’t 
take the shot, it’s too far.”
 What, you say! How can that 
be too far, even for archery equip-
ment?
 As the human population in 
California has grown, so has the 
attraction to those who want to 
live in the state’s eastern foothills.  
And with this human migration 
has come the loss of large tracts 
of land as the foothills have been 
carved into two-, five- and seven-
acre parcels.
 In and around some of these 
small plots of land, animals such 
as deer and turkeys have found 
small sanctuaries in which to live. 
Because of the close proximity 
to houses, it is the traditional rifle/
shotgun hunter who has vanished. 
While the wildlife numbers may vary 
from those of the good ol’ days, some 
areas still support deer — even some 
big bucks. The deer in these locations 
must deal with cars, fences, dogs, and 
the occasional poacher, but their re-
wards are roses, shrubs, fruit trees and 
the green, man-watered lawns and 
pastures of summer. 
 I continued my unlucky streak in 
the 2007 California Big Game drawing. 
In the past I have sometimes made 
the trek to Oregon for archery season 
as a backup plan, but not this year. 
Because I had no alternate plan for an 
archery hunt, I hadn’t been out prac-
ticing with my bow.
 Just two weeks before the Califor-
nia archery season, however, I hap-
pened to be on a trip into the foothills 
when I met a man who lives on one 
of those small plots of land — seven 
acres to be exact. During our conversa-
tion I started to talk about deer and 
the landowner told me about two big, 
twin bucks that were coming onto his 
property. The bucks were after the 
apples falling from his trees and he 

thought they might be 3- or 4-pointers. 
It took me just seconds to ask him if it 
was possible to hunt on his property. 
I was shocked when he responded, 
“Sure.” After all, he said the deer were 
eating some of his favorite shrubs. The 
challenge was it had to be an archery 
hunt because of the scattered houses 
on the nearby hills.
 With my work schedule and only 
a week or so before the season opened, 
I was able to get to the archery range 
just once. I was pleasantly surprised 
that even with the layoff since last sea-
son, my arrows were right on target 
up to 30 yards.
 So, back to this 4x4 buck that was 
standing 37 yards away…  I felt very 
confident about a shot up to 30 yards, 
but 37 isn’t 30. If my arrow wasn’t 
dead center behind the front shoulder, 
it wouldn’t take much for the buck to 
be off this property. Plus, I wasn’t sure 
if the other landowners felt the same 
way about their shrubs. I slowly tried 
to close the distance but no such luck 
— the buck took off. 
 After I got home that day and told 
my wife about the buck, she encour-
aged me to take a day off work and go 
back after the buck during the week. I 

didn’t have to think twice about it. 
  It was a Tuesday morning and 
I had cleared the dry leaves away 
from a spot under some oak trees. 
This would place me 23 yards 
from the first apple tree as I sat on 
a small three-legged stool in full 
camo. 
  The morning passed without 
a single deer coming to the trees. 
Normally in the heat of August, 
I wouldn’t stay on a stand past 9 
a.m. but with such a small area to 
hunt, it was kind of like catfishing 
— you just toss your line out and 
sit and wait, hoping for something 
to swim by.
  I looked at my watch and it 
was just about 11:30 a.m. I decided 
to sit for 10 minutes more and then 
call it a day. Suddenly I caught 
movement through an opening 
in a row of trees — I saw antlers. 
It was the big buck! In another 
second the buck was blocked from 
my view by the trees. I stood and 

pulled back on the bowstring. The 
buck quickly trotted toward the first 
apple tree. He stopped broadside 
under the tree and as he put his head 
down to bite at an apple, my 20-yard 
pin stopped behind his shoulder. I 
pressed the trigger of my release. 
The carbon arrow flashed through 
the air and like the bell going off at 
the racetrack, the buck was off like a 
rocket. It took only three, maybe four 
seconds for him to disappear behind 
some trees. I looked at my watch and 
then waited for 30 minutes.  I knew I 
had a good hit. Later I found pieces of 
my arrow — four to be exact. It had 
hit a little higher than I would have 
preferred but angled back, produc-
ing an exit wound dead center of the 
chest, two inches behind the left front 
shoulder.  The back-and-forth motion 
of his front legs broke the arrow into 
pieces, leaving three pieces outside of 
the deer and one inside. The buck ran 
just 80 yards.
 The 4x4 was 23 1/2-inches wide, 
with eyeguards that measured 5 and 7 
inches respectively.
 This definitely was a big buck in a 
small place!



Membership Drive

Join Today!
If you are a deer enthusiast, this could be the best $30 that you have 

ever spent. The deer of California need your support! 

Membership Application 
California Deer Association
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Mail To: California Deer Association
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