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 NO TIME TO HANDLOAD? 

NO PROBLEM.

THE BULLET HAS 
THE FINAL SAYTM

 OPTIMIZED FOR YOUR TARGET. TM

BARNESBULLETS.COM  |  800.574.9200

HANDLOADED PRECISION IN A FACTORY 

LOADED ROUND

                                  BULLET TECHNOLOGY: 

VIRTUALLY NO FOULING AND PINPOINT 

ACCURACY

DEVASTATING TERMINAL PERFORMANCE 

ON WHITETAIL, MULE DEER AND ELK
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Chapter    Date    Contact
Lodi     4/20/13   Stan Aikman (858) 204-5209
         Pete Reed (209) 329-6920
Mount St. Helena (Calistoga)  4/26/13   Rick Sereni (707) 291-5407
Central Coast (Paso Robles)   4/27/13    Ryan Smith (805) 423-5929
Central Valley (Fresno)   5/04/13    Mike Foxen (559) 259-1567 
Westside (Gustine)    5/11/13    Anthony Castro (209) 854-6709 
Redwood Coast (Eureka)   6/01/13   Tim Pricer (707) 599-2216
Eastern Sierra (Bishop)   6/22/13    Doug Brown (760) 937-7963 
Southern California    6/22/13   Dave Mahosky (951) 237-0573
Western Sierra (Sonora)   7/27/13    Ronnie Hobbs (209) 984-3015
Lancaster Ducks & Bucks  8/03/13   Rodney Torres (209) 769-1088

Don’t Miss Out on the Fun!
Remaining 2013 CDA Banquets
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It’s Work, It’s Fun, 
and It’s Worth It!

CDA President’s Message

Jerry Springer
President
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 If you are a chapter committee 
member, you know how much work 
it is to put on a fundraising banquet. 
You also get to see how much fun 
attendees have at these events… The 
excitement of the crowd as a highly 
sought after item is up for bid and the 
spirited competition of the bidders 
as the auctioneer does his best to 
push the bidders for just one more 
bid, then another… The grins, smiles 
and hoots when an individual’s raffle 
ticket is drawn and they win a rifle… 
The laughter and fun at the dinner 
tables as people exchange stories and 
renew acquaintances… The screams 
and yells at some of the games being 
played when someone makes the 
lucky roll of the dice or spin of the 
wheel. While fun is what we want 
everyone to have, the ultimate goal 
of the committee members is to raise 
funds to help California’s deer herds 
and that makes all the work worth 
the committee’s efforts. 
 If you haven’t been on a 
committee you probably don’t 
realize the satisfaction of pulling off a 
successful banquet, and as you walk 
in the door that banquet night you 
also probably don’t realize all the 
work and planning that has taken 
place months prior to the opening of 
the doors. 
  It is a little like those who 
don’t hunt are not able to realize 
why you do. It is hard to explain to 
them what it is like to be sitting in 
the woods as the darkness slowly 
changes from black to a lighter shade 
of gray and then hearing the crunch 

of leaves and seeing the outline of a 
deer as it walks out in front of you 
and searches beneath an oak tree 
for acorns. At the same time, a gray 
squirrel sounds off and races through 
the tree limbs overhead — all this as 
you sit as if being invisible to them. 
It is just a neat feeling, mixed with 
excitement. That’s what it’s like to 
some committee members the night 
of the event… a neat feeling, mixed 
with excitement and fun. Don’t miss 
out on the satisfaction of being a 
bigger part of CDA’s effort to help 
California’s deer herds — join a 
chapter committee today! 
 Already this banquet season a 
number of chapters have held their 
banquets and their committees have 
done an excellent job. Lots of fun, lots 
of excitement, lots of funds raised 
for California deer. Remember, CDA 
scheduled 28 banquets this year. 
Some of these are already over but 
there are still a number yet to occur. 
If you didn’t win the CDA Rifle of 
the Year, you still have a chance as 
one will be offered at every chapter 
banquet. Don’t limit your fun, go 
to more than one CDA banquet! 
Remember, too, each CDA banquet 
has its own local flavor. They are not 
the kind that if you have attended 
one, you have seen them all. 
 I look forward to seeing you at 
upcoming CDA banquets. Please 
consider volunteering as we need 
your help on our chapter committees. 
Contact our Field Directors to 
volunteer. Pat Fitzmorris (916) 663-
2861 or Rodney Torres (209) 769-1088 
will be glad to hear from you!

Bucks’ antlers can be a number of 
different colors as shown by this 

one’s dark-brown coloring.

Photograph by Ben Nuckolls.

The Cover



California Deer Association
Loses Founder Alex Ramoz

Alex Ramoz (left) receives a special CDA 
jacket from committee member Henry
Coletto at the 2010 San Jose Chapter
banquet.

 On Tuesday, September 25, 
2012, it couldn’t have been any 
more appropriate than to receive 
a call on my cell phone while in 
a CDA Board meeting. It was 
from Bill Otto, San Jose Chapter 
Chairman. Bill was calling to let 
me know of the passing of CDA 
founder Alex Ramoz. 
 I first met Alex in the early 1990s 
at the International Sportsman’s 
Expo in San Mateo, where he was 
manning the MDF booth with 
longtime CDA supporter and past 
CDA Director Frank Magincalda. 
Over the years Alex and I kept in 
touch and it was in 1996 that I got 
a call from Alex announcing the 
formation of the California Deer 
Association. Not long after that Alex 
asked if I would help CDA with its 
newsletter, thus my involvement 
with CDA began. 

 Alex loved deer hunting and the 
CDA organization he founded. Even 
as Alex was suffering with health 
issues, he still tried to attend CDA 
banquets. I last saw Alex at the 2010 
San Jose Chapter banquet where he 
was presented with a special CDA 
jacket. 
 Thank you, Alex, for all your 
efforts to preserve and protect the 
deer herds of California and helping 
start CDA.

Jerry Springer 
CDA President

 The CDA Woodland Chapter 
was again honored this year to have 
93-year-old Reid “Andy” Ander-
son, a 20-year Army Veteran who 
has earned the Purple Heart, attend 
its banquet. Anderson served with 
the 3rd Signal Company, 3rd Infantry 
Division, and in 1940 carried the bat-
tery pack and radio for LTC Eisen-

hower at Ft. Lewis, Washington. He 
landed at Fedella, Africa, in 1942, 
and stood guard for Patton while he 
was talking to German officers on 
the beach. It was then on to Sicily, 
Italy, where he was wounded in the 
right side of his chest on October 13, 
1943, and spent six months in the 
hospital. Andy was back in combat 
at Anzio where he was wounded in 
his right leg. He said he did not get a 
second Purple Heart, but he thanks 
the Army for having a M.A.S.H. 
unit nearby. Andy has been mar-
ried for 65 years. He enjoys bowling 
and working with stained glass. He 
attends Outpost #54 meetings and is 
active in all Veterans organizations. 
Andy is a proud example of our 
brave and courageous Veterans.
 Woodland Chapter Chairman 
Kevin Bottimore states, “Anderson 
is at the gym every morning at 5:00 
a.m., working out and having cof-
fee.”
 Andy, thanks for being a CDA 
member!

CDA Honored by a WWII Veteran’s 
Attendance at Woodland Banquet

Let’s Stick Together and 
Help Protect and Save

California’s Deer Herds!
Join CDA Today!
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 We are right in the middle of our 
2013 banquet season and things are 
really cranked up for our chapters 
that have banquets still to go. We 
have quite a few banquets coming up 
so if you are looking for a great time 
and want to meet some wonderful 
folks who share your outdoor pas-
sion, check out the banquet schedule 
on page 3 in this magazine or on our 
website. If you already attended your 
local banquet, THANK YOU for your 
support of CDA!  
 It takes some hard work to coor-
dinate a fundraising event and our 
committees should be congratulated 

for their efforts. CDA volunteers 
work very hard and we appreciate it 
so much. In fact, without our dedi-
cated volunteers we wouldn’t be the 
successful organization that we are. 
Chapter volunteers coordinate and 
plan our fundraising events, staff the 
Project Committee (how we spend 
our hard-earned conservation dol-
lars), and manage the organization as 
a whole (Board of Directors).
 We generate most of our income 
from fundraising banquets and, like 
I said, the chapter committees are all 
volunteers who want to raise some 
much needed income to help Califor-
nia deer. Raising grassroots income 
at the banquets is not an easy task. 
We could use help on virtually all our 
committees so, please, if you would 
like to join a local chapter, give me 
a call at (530) 632-2091. If you live in 
the central or southern part of our 
great state, give Rodney Torres a call 
at (209) 769-1088.
 Sometimes I am asked what 
committees do or how a person can 
help us. Many chapter volunteers 
are able to sell tickets for an event or 
can help collect donations. Some can 
help the day of the event in setting 
up tables or arranging merchandise. 
Some know of a fishing or hunting 
guide who may donate a trip for the 
auction or maybe a friend or relative 

makes some unique arts and crafts 
that could be used for the banquet. 
We will take any help that a person 
can give, large or small, because it all 
adds up and the larger a committee,  
the more we can achieve as well as 
spreading out the workload.
 We also want to thank the donors 
and sponsors at our banquets. We 
really appreciate these businesses 
and individuals for helping us. Even 
in our tough economic times, donors 
and sponsors continue to give gener-
ously to our events. We owe these 
people and businesses loyalty, so take 
a look in the banquet program next 
time you are enjoying a CDA banquet 
and patronize the businesses that are 
listed in the program. They obviously 
have the same ideals that we do as 
hunters/conservationists and we 
need to all stick together!
 Once again, a HUGE thank you 
to our volunteers who make CDA 
what it is — a successful nonprofit 
conservation organization that is 
helping deer and deer hunting in our 
great Golden State. We couldn’t be 
what we are without them.

Best regards,
Pat Fitzmorris
CDA Field Director
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Second Winner
Robert Branch of Arroyo Grande! 

CDA Member Appreciation Drawings

and thanks for all the work and resources Wood has provided to CDA.

Past CDA President Andy Wood
Honored at Chico Chapter Banquet
      At the March 16th 
Chico Chapter Ban-
quet, CDA Director 
Ron Lara presented 
Past CDA President 
Andy Wood with a 
special bronze titled, 
“Thank You From 
CDA.”
      Not only was 
Wood the president 
of CDA for a num-
ber of years, he also 
served as Chairman 
of its Habitat Com-
mittee for many 
years and was chair-
man of the CDA 
Chico Chapter.
      The gift of the 
bronze was just a 
token of the organi-
zation’s appreciation 

CDA’s President Jerry Springer (left) stands with Past 
President Andy Wood (center) and Past President Matt 
Rogers after the presentation of the bronze.

      The second quarter winner of the 
CDA Member Appreciation Draw-
ing was Robert Branch of Arroyo 
Grande. Branch is a member of the 
CDA Central Coast Chapter. Just for 
being a member of CDA, Branch was 
randomly selected and won a Weath-
erby Vanguard Series 2 Synthetic rifle 
in .300 Winchester Magnum.
      CDA will be giving away two 
more Weatherby Vanguard Series 2 
Synthetic rifles, one each in random 
drawings in June and September 
in our CDA Member Appreciation 
Drawings. This is a thank-you for be-

ing a current CDA member.
     All regular CDA members and 
Life Members are automatically en-
tered in the random drawing. There 
is nothing to fill out and no entry 
form to send in. It’s that easy! 
      Be sure your membership is com-
plete (current address, phone number 
and email address) and up-to-date or 
renew your membership now so you 
will be in the next drawing.
      Thanks for being a CDA member.

Note: Junior $5.00 Memberships are not 
eligible for the drawings.

Reasons for Hunting
      American sportsmen hail from 
every walk of life imaginable, and 
just as they are a diverse crowd, so 
too are their reasons for hunting. 
While many portray hunting as an 
intense effort to get game, the reality 
is the overall outdoor experience 
holds much more sway in attracting 
people to the sport.
      To monitor long-term trends, 
each year Southwick Associates 
inquires about hunters’ motiva-
tions. The January 2013 poll found 
that rather than one key or leading 
reason that motivated sportsmen to 
hunt, there are actually many. And 
no single motivator stands com-
pletely head and shoulders above 
the rest. When asked “Why do you 
like to hunt?” respondents provided 
the following answers (participants 
could check all that apply):

• Like to spend time outdoors 92%
• Enjoy seeing wildlife 87%                                                
• Enjoy the peace and quiet of the
    outdoors  87%
• Enjoy the challenge  80%
• Like to spend time with friends/
    family who hunt  74%
• Like providing food for my
    family/friends  70%
• Other  9%

“This matches recent in-depth NSSF 
research that showed hunters go 
afield for fun, social and outdoor 
reasons. From spending time with 
family and friends outdoors to the 
peace and solitude of being alone in 
nature, hunting is much more than 
taking game,” says Rob Southwick, 
president of Southwick Associates.

Still Tough to Draw
      Even if you had the maximum 
points (10) last year for the Big Game 
Draw, you still had to be lucky to 
draw deer tags for these hunts.
Hunts  Tags Max Pt Apps
G3 Goodale 32 884
G37 Anderson 23 220
G39 Round Vlg 4 68
M3 Doyle 18 112
M9 Devil’s 9 66



The Highway 89 Stewardship Team
Interagency Cooperation Paves the Way for Migrating Deer and 

Wildlife in the Sierra Nevada
By Sara M. Holm 

DFW Wildlife Biologist

 A lone mule deer buck emerges 
from a meadow edge and makes his 
way toward Highway 89.  He is on 
his way to the winter range on the 
Department of Fish and Wildlife’s 
(DFW) Hallelujah Junction Wildlife 
Area in Sierra County. He moves 
confidently through the meadow, 
then slows as he approaches the 
highway. As the noise picks up 
from the passenger vehicles and 
18-wheelers speeding past, he 
becomes more cautious. Up on the 
bank he gets two hooves on the 
pavement, then turns back. Again 
he tries to cross the highway but 
too many cars are coming and he 
moves back. He walks along the 
highway waiting for the right mo-
ment but it doesn’t come and soon 
he darts back across the meadow 
and into the safety of the willows. 
He knows he has to cross to reach 
the winter ground and he does this 
twice a year during spring and fall 
migration but the traffic has be-
come a barrier.

     This is 
a scene be-
coming all 
too familiar 
for wild-
life along 
California’s 
Highway 
89 between 
Truckee 
in Nevada 
County and 
Sierraville 
in Sierra 
County. 
In fact, the 
Depart-
ment of 

Transportation (CalTrans) has been 
documenting the pickup of roadkill 
deer along this 25-mile stretch since 
1985, and the numbers are stagger-
ing. Over 900 of the Loyalton-Truc-
kee deer herd have been struck and 
killed on this highway in 23 years. 
That doesn’t include those that were 
injured and died later, or those that 
were drug away by coyotes, or those 
that were flung into the brush and 
not counted. It also doesn’t repre-
sent the myriad of species that are 
killed by vehicles on California’s 
highways from 
bears to raccoons 
to frogs. In a 2008 
report to Congress, 
the United States 
Department of 
Transportation’s 
Federal Highway 
Administration 
estimated between 
one and two mil-
lion large animal/
vehicle collisions 
occur each year in 
the United States, 
the majority of 
which involve deer. 

The emerging field of Transporta-
tion Ecology is becoming more 
prominent as the number of vehi-
cles and wildlife/vehicle collisions 
on all roadways increases. But the 
deer can’t wait for science to catch 
up — enter the Highway 89 Stew-
ardship Team (H89ST or Team).
 The H89ST is a multi-agency 
and local group made up of biolo-
gists, researchers and interested 
parties from DFW, the United 
States Forest Service (USFS), Cal-
Trans, the Sierra County Fish and 
Wildlife Commission (FWC), UC 
Cooperative Agriculture Exten-
sion, UC Berkeley’s Sagehen Creek 
Field Station, UC Davis, California 
Deer Association and the Sierra 
County Board of Supervisors (BoS). 
The Team formed in 2002 after 
some members had been contacted 
individually by the BoS and FWC 
expressing concern over the num-
ber of deer seen dead on the high-
way. Eventually, those individuals 
pulled together the partners who 
agreed that something should be 
done. The Team’s purpose is to re-
duce the issues facing wildlife and 
drivers, reduce the deer/vehicle 
collisions and other wildlife mortal-
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Kyburz Flat Undercrossing location
during construction.



ity, increase public safety, include 
the public and educate students of 
the situation, and conduct applied 
research and monitoring. Initial 
team goals were the installation of 
crossings for wildlife and showing 
a reduction in deer mortality.

 It didn’t take long for the 
H89ST to devise a plan to help 
wildlife safely cross the highway. 
The first step was to break down 
the database from CalTrans and 
identify “hot spots” where lots of 
deer were being killed. This would 
give the most likely place for a 
crossing. We looked at habitat, veg-
etation that deer were moving into 
and out of, age, sex, time of year, 
and total numbers by highway mile 
marker. When done we had identi-
fied several hot spots and began to 
evaluate them on the ground. We 
also ran each site through a value 
analysis adapted from CalTrans. 
This allowed an unbiased way to 
rank each site based on weighted 
parameters such as feasibility, 

effectiveness, 
cost and aes-
thetics. It was 
decided that 
the best way to 
know where an 
undercrossing 
would help the 
most animals 
was to collar 
them and see 
where they 
were currently 
crossing the 
highway and 
in the largest 
numbers. The 

available information suggested that 
collars and roadkills weren’t enough 
to determine the best spot so we also 
designed and set a series of camera 
arrays along the highway.
 While this background work 
was being done, the H89ST was 
also working on the biggest hurdle 
— finding funding. Thanks to hard 
work and persistence, we received 
a Highway Safety Transportation 
Enhancement Grant. Unexpectedly it 
came with a due date for completion 
that meant we had to choose a loca-
tion and design a crossing prior to 
getting back data from the collared 
deer. The H89ST had to rely on col-
laborative knowledge, observations 
in the field, and our conclusions 
from analyzing the data we had. We 
chose a location at Kyburz Flat, near 
mile marker 5 in Sierra County for 
our first 
undercross-
ing. Engi-
neers from 
CalTrans 
came out to 
see the site 
and get our 
ideas before 
heading 
back to 
complete 
the design. 
Though we 
had early 
hopes of 
the large 
overpasses 
that have 
successfully 

been installed in Banff, Canada, we 
did not have the topography or the 
funds to make it happen. Instead 
we ended up with a Structural Steel 
Plate Pipe Arch that measures 15.5 
feet wide by 11 feet tall. This kind 
of wildlife crossing isn’t new, in 
fact they’ve been in place on High-
way 395 north of Reno, Nevada for 
years as well as on Interstate 80 just 
out of Truckee. Many states and 
other countries use this technique 
to help wildlife cross roads, but the 
H89ST team is unique.
 In 2006, as CalTrans began the 
process of environmental permits, 
design, bids, traffic control and 
all that would go into getting our 
structure on the ground, DFW be-
gan to collar deer.
 Every year a team of biologists, 
veterinarians, and wardens are sent 
to the Wildlife Investigation Lab’s 
(WIL) Wildlife Handling and Re-
straint class. Here we receive class-
room and hands-on training for the 
safe capture of wild animals. Once 
certified, we are sent back into the 
field to do this delicate work inde-
pendently.
 With 10 collars to put on deer, 
it was decided that the most effec-
tive way to do it was to chemically 
immobilize deer by ground dart-
ing. There are hundreds of deer to 
choose from as they congregate on 
critical winter range at the Ante-
lope Valley and Hallelujah Junc-

continued on page 10 
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Sara Holm holds dart gun after successful
capture.

Sara Holm and Henry Lomeli process deer.          Photo by Paul Raquel.



10 California Deer

tion wildlife areas where they can 
find enough to eat and survive 
winter weather and temperatures. 
The trick is to get close enough to 
safely dart them. This means about 
35-50 yards, and with large groups 
on the lookout for trouble, this can 
be difficult. However, with good 
training and practice in the field we 
have become efficient and in 2008 
deployed all 10 collars in six field 
days. The collars weigh about three 
pounds and have a battery box on 
the bottom, and the GPS and anten-
na on the top of the leather collar. 
They have enough power to last for 
about 12 months, with waypoints 
taken and stored hourly during fall 
and spring migrations and daily 
the rest of the year. A VHF function 
allows DFW to monitor the loca-
tion of the animals monthly during 
telemetry flights. In late Decem-
ber when migration is complete 
and deer are again on the winter 
range, a command unit is used to 
retrieve the collars from the deer. 
A signal transmits to the collars, 
causing a mechanism to release 

and allow the collar 
to open and fall to the 
ground. A receiver 
and antenna unit is 
used to navigate to the 
collars. Once we have 
them, the information 
is downloaded and 
placed on a map to 
determine the move-
ment of the deer. In 
the last two years we 
have had five collared 
deer independently 
cross Highway 89 

within a half-mile from the under-
cross site. This data is encouraging. 
In early 2008, the H89ST received a 
second Transportation Enhancement 
Grant for $445,000 to complete fenc-
ing along both sides of the highway 
at the crossing site. With escape 
structures built into the fence, this 
will serve to keep deer safe from the 
highway while guiding them to the 
crossing.
 For three years the H89ST has 
been involved in the education com-
ponent of our project by creating a 
classroom program for the students 
of the Loyalton and Downieville 
high schools. Hundreds of students 
have participated in classroom exer-
cises and hands-on training with our 
educational coordinator. Some have 
been hired for our summer program 
where they participate in scientific 
research such as track plate opera-
tion and stream sampling, and in 
environmental projects like storm 
drain stenciling. In 2007, the work-
program students designed inter-
pretive panels to educate highway 
travelers. Their handiwork can be 
seen at the Little Truckee Bridge 
near mile marker 2.75. Professionals 

from the H89ST put on a program 
at Sagehen Creek Field Station for 
over 100 students in 2007. Each 
group rotated through stations such 
as macroinvertebrate collection and 
identification, trailmaster camera 
set up, deer collaring, and wildlife 
track and sign. These students have 
learned about subjects not featured 
in standard curricula and have had 
the chance to participate and learn 
valuable lessons about habitat con-
nectivity, ecosystem function and 
transportation ecology.
 Through a three-pronged ap-
proach of research, education and 
mitigation, the H89ST has long-
term plans to bring transporta-
tion ecology to the forefront in the 
western United States. We continue 
to pursue partnerships and grants 
that will help fund more crossing 
structures along the highway. The 
Team is working to garner a high-
way designation that will signify 
the importance of research and 
technology in this field. The H89ST 
is leading the way with this innova-
tive approach and hopes to answer 
questions and provide field-tested 
solutions that can be applied state-
wide and nationally for improved 
wildlife/highway interaction.
      The first completed mitigation 
project can be seen when driving 
north of Truckee on Highway 89 
at Kyburz Flat. The undercrossing 
was completed in mid-September 
of 2008 and was dedicated in a me-
dia event in June 2009. If the struc-
ture is as successful as we hope, it 
will be that you just might run over 
a deer but it will be safely crossing 
the highway underneath you.

Aerial tracking of collared deer.

Dart gun used to immobilize deer.

continued from page 9



Tom Miranda does!!!
Miranda is an accomplished bowhunter who has tak-
en more than 50 whitetails on video and has taken all 
29 North American big game animals with archery 
tackle. His latest TV show, “Territories Wild,” airs on 
NBC Sports and the Sportsman Channel.

Jessica Brooks-Stevens and Coni Brooks do!!!
Jessica (left) and Coni are with the marketing division 
of Barnes Bullets, which is the ammunition sponsor for 
CDA’s Sharing the Tradition Junior Hunts and CDA’s 
chapter fundraising banquets. They have been involved 
with the Barnes Bullets company since Randy and Coni 
Brooks purchased it in 1974. Needless to say, they knew a 
good product when they saw it. 

Ron Spomer does!!!
Spomer is a writer, photographer, TV host, and natu-
ralist. Spomer  hosts “Winchester World of Whitetail” 
on the NBC Sports Channel. He also is a guest host on 
“Winchester Whitetail Revolution.” His articles appear 
in a number of outdoor magazines such as Sports Afield 
and North American Hunter. Learn more about Spomer 
on his website ronspomeroutdoors.com.

California Deer       11

Who Reads California Deer?

607 +/- acres 10 miles
(N) of Covelo on County
Road.Resident Blacktail
herd, year round springs,
black and blue oaks,
1,500’ – 2,400’ elevation.
Partially remodeled
home, horse barn, corral
and pond.

$1,195,000.

Investment Brokers

275 Sale Lane, Red Bluff, CA

(530)
529-4400

Bert Owens

www.aglandbrokers.com

Sam Mudd

CA Lic. # 01707128 CA Lic. # 01710463

Agriculture Real Estate Specialists
Confidential and responsive real estate services.

530-949-4054530-524-4900
Broker/OwnerBroker/Owner

Blacktail Hunting Ranch • Covelo, CA

3,355 +/- acres on County Road, bordered by Wildlife Area,
renowned for Eastern Tehama Blacktail Deer. Open winter
grazing, seasonal creeks & ponds, perimeter fenced, 1,200’ –
1,900’ elevation.  Hunting cabin on Meeker Creek.

$1,464,000, $436/acre.

Mud Springs Plains Ranch • Red Bluff, CA



      Bert Manual sent in this photo of 13-year-
old Bernardino “Dino” Manuel. Dino drew 
an “out-of-state youth tag“ in Utah for the 
early elk season in the fall of 2012 (Septem-
ber). Dino killed his bull at 150 yards, using 
a .270 WSM with a 140-grain Nosler bullet. 
The rifle was the Table Sponsor gun from the 
North Valley Chapter banquet. The bull was 
killed in the mountains above Carbon, Utah. 
According to proud Dad, “He dropped it in 
its tracks with a perfect shot to the neck.” 
      It was bugling season and we had many 
bulls bugling back but never saw them. This 
one came in silent and walked through the 
bushes for about 15 minutes until it came 
to an opening. We could only see the tops of 
his rack and could not tell if it was a spike 
or a bigger antlered bull as it walked in the 
bushes. We told Dino to get ready, so he put 
a shell in the chamber with great caution, and 
we said we’d tell him when to shoot. The bull 
stepped out into the opening and we said, 
“He’s a nice” -BANG! - ”bull.”
      Dino looked at us and said, “Sorry but 
that is the biggest rack I ever have seen.”
      So I guess it was big enough for him!

Attention CDA Members!
Share your days afield with other mem-
bers by emailing your photos to Jerry@
WesternHunter.com.14 California Deer

Members Afield
Longtime supporter of CDA’s 
Redding Chapter, Larry 
Stroup shows off a fantastic 
mule deer he took during the 
M3 Doyle Late Season Muz-
zleloader Hunt. Stroup had the 
winning bid for the Open Zone 
Deer tag which was auctioned 
at the Redding banquet.

CDA Member Jerry Holland 
from Rockland, California shows 
off his buck from last season. 
Holland bagged his buck in the 
X3A Zone.
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Scott Turnquist of Oroville took 
this very nice mule deer buck in the 
Devil’s Garden area of the X2 Zone 
last season. Turnquist used a .30-06 
Winchester Model 70 Featherweight. 
He ended up with about a 40-yard 
shot. The rack is a typical 3x3 and 
measures about 24 inches. Turnquist 
hunted in a group with three others 
and two of them also shot deer. They 
hunted hard the entire opening week 
and ended up seeing a half dozen 
bucks, passing on several small 
forkies and couldn’t get shots on a 
couple of wall-hangers.  

The opening day of the 2012 X4 Zone deer 
season proved to be an outstanding one for 
Scott Brewer as he was able to hang his tag on 
this excellent 4x4 mule deer.

Jerry A. Hulsey, from the Yuba City 
area, proudly holds the antlers of an out-

standing buck he took during the 2011 
season. The buck’s 3x3 rack measured 

27 5/8 wide. He self-scored it at between 
130 - 140 B&C. Happy to be in the photo 

with Jerry are his uncle and father.       

Members Afield
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      In the past nine years, 177 lucky 
junior hunters have had the good 
fortune to be drawn for CDA’s Shar-
ing the Tradition junior hunts on the 
famous Tejon Ranch. For the first 
eight years, all of the hunts were for 
antlerless deer. This year, though, 15 
juniors were drawn for the hunt with 
five drawn for deer hunts and 10 
drawn for wild pig hunts.

Nine Years of “Sharing the Tradition”
      Because pigs compete with the 
deer on the ranch for food, harvesting 
the pigs is part of the deer manage-
ment program to improve the local 
deer herd.
      These hunts included food and 
lodging plus one-on-one guides for 
each of the junior hunters.
      In addition to the hunts, the fol-
lowing items were provided by these 

generous sponsors: Alpen Optics - 
binoculars, Barnes Bullets - VOR-TX 
ammunition, Hunter’s Specialties 
- hunting products, and Birchwood 
Casey - targets.
      Look for information on how to 
apply for the 2013 Sharing the Tradi-
tion hunts in the Summer issue of 
California Deer.
(Pictured are 2012 junior hunters.)

I really liked my guide whose name also happened to be Cody, so that 
was pretty cool. One of my favorite parts about the hunt was seeing so 
many pigs. We saw about 70 pigs, which was pretty awesome because it 
was the first time I had seen a wild pig. Also, this was my first big game 
animal and I am so glad I shot it at the Tejon Ranch. I learned a lot, not 
only about pig behavior but how to sneak up on them. You want the wind 
to be blowing at you. This was crucial so they didn’t smell you. Another 
thing was that you need to be very quiet and move slowly. I really liked 
how my guide explained the way to clean an animal and also explained 
the different parts of it. I really enjoyed going on this hunt and learned so 
much.
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Sydney had a great time, 
and is still glowing from the 
experience.

This was the 
first big game 
I have killed 
and it was 
an awesome 
feeling.

I was so excited when my dad 
told me that I got drawn for 
a pig hunt at Tejon Ranch. 
Not only was I going to get to 
go on my first big game hunt, 
but I was going to get to miss 
school to do it. 

Thomas was so excited.  It 
was the first game he had 
ever taken. When I took the 
picture, Thomas looked like 
Christmas had come early.

More Comments
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California Bucks

Have a nice photo of California bucks? Share it 
with other CDA members in California Deer by 
emailing it to Jerry@WesternHunter.com.

Photo by John Mc Millan

Photo by Ben Nuckolls

Photos by John Mc Millan

Hazards of the Rut - Start of Rut, During Rut, End of Rut
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2013 CDA Banquets!
Diablo Blacktail Chapter
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Chico Chapter

2013 CDA Banquets!

It’s More Fun With Friends!

Blew the
Doors Off!
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A Great-Grandfather to be Proud Of!

 Clinton Price, the great-grandson 
of Game Warden Clarence Brown, 
sent these photos and information 
about his great-grandfather. Price 
wrote, “This deer was killed by my 
great-grandpa Clarence Brown in 
1931. We are not sure of the exact 
date but we know it was winter and 
there was some snow on the ground. 
The buck was taken in Zip Canyon 
in Mariposa County where he was a 
game warden. He watched this deer 
for four seasons before he finally got 
him. He shot him with a Winchester 
.25-35.” 
      Price also included information 
from an article that ran in the Fresno 

Game Warden Brown’s patrol car.Clarence Brown proudly displays his Mariposa County buck.

Bee newspaper which talked about 
how Brown died on the evening of 
April 3, 1959, while on patrol in the 
hills west of Coalinga. He was on the 

lookout for suspected poachers who 
were illegally hunting by spotlight. 
Brown was three months short of 
retirement when he lost control of his 
patrol car while trying to negotiate 
a hairpin turn on Highway 198. His 
car plunged 200 feet down a steep 
canyon, flipping numerous times. 
Brown was 60 at the time of his 
death. 
      Price also included a Boone and 
Crockett Club score sheet showing 
the rack was 27 1/8 inches wide and 
scored 197 4/8. 
      Clarence Brown was definitely a 
great-grandfather to be proud of!

 The CDA Tulelake/Butte Valley 
Chapter 
worked 
with the 
members 
of the 4-H 
of Tulelake 
to assist  in 
restoring 
mule deer 
forage 
during 
2012 by 
planting 
bitterbrush 
and 
mountain 

Every Little Bit Helps mahogany shrubs to replace juniper 
trees that had been removed. This 
project took place in the X-1 deer 
hunt zone. CDA’s Mt. Shasta Chapter 
members also were involved in these 
planting efforts. A total of 376 acres 
were planted to improve the quality 
and quantity of woody browse for 
deer forage in three project areas. 
 High summer temperatures 
and drought conditions have had 
an effect on the transplanted shrubs 
but current plant survival rates 
are encouraging; spring 2013 will 
provide a better determination of 
ongoing survival.
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Cañada de los Osos Ecological Reserve 
A Place for Wildlife, Habitat, Youth and More!

By Henry Coletto

 The Friends of Cañada de los 
Osos Ecological Reserve have an 
ongoing partnership with the Califor-
nia Department of Fish and Wildlife 
to manage an amazing 5800-acre 
natural landscape for youth outdoor 
education programs. In 2000, the then 
Department of Fish and Game pur-
chased the property now designated 
the Cañada de los Osos Ecological 
Reserve, east of Gilroy in southern 
Santa Clara County. The dual pur-
poses for the purchase of the property 
were to protect and enhance wildlife 
habitat and to provide a site for youth 
outdoor education.
 In a time when science programs 
are being cut from public school cur-
ricula due to budget constraints, and 
in an area where urban and suburban 
youth may have few opportunities for 
outdoor activities, the Reserve serves 
an important role in providing a link 
to the natural world.
 The Reserve provides opportuni-
ties for youth participation in habitat 
improvement projects, such as devel-
oping water sources for wildlife, tree 
planting, and establishing a nursery 
for native plants. Youth hunters 
and anglers participate in hunting 
and fishing events on the Reserve, 
and educators use the Reserve as an 
outdoor laboratory for local schools, 
scouting, and college groups.  New 
research projects and classes are com-

ing on board through San Jose State 
University and Gavilan Community 
College.
 Over the past 10 years, the Cali-
fornia Deer Association has funded 
ongoing habitat improvement proj-
ects. CDA continues to support the 
junior hunting and fishing programs 
and hunter education events at the 
Reserve. CDA support has set the 
stage for a long-term program for our 
youth.
 Partnerships are important for 
making the best use of limited re-
sources. New partnerships are key to 
continuing the programs and events 
at the Reserve. The DFW has a new bi-
ologist overseeing the Reserve, Terris 
Kasteen. The Friends of Cañada de los 
Osos Ecological Reserve looks forward 
to working with Terris and DFW to 
establish a long-term partnership to 
achieve its goals.
 Volunteers are the backbone of 
the programs that take place on the 
Reserve throughout the year. Over 
5000 hours per year are committed 
by the volunteers, and the numbers 
will continue to grow as new volun-
teers join. Without our volunteers and 
partnerships with organizations such 
as the CDA, youth would not have 
the chance to learn about the outdoors 
and local wildlife through hands-on 
projects, “apprentice” hunts, and fish-
ing days.

 The last junior hunt for the year 
was for upland game, and all the 
junior hunters bagged a turkey for 
Thanksgiving dinner. 
 For the last three years, Lee Kirk 
has coordinated the junior hunt pro-
gram at the Reserve. Approximately 
90 junior hunters have participated 
in the program during that time. 
All have had an outdoor experience 
filled with memories and stories. 
Lee, an experienced outdoorsman 
and conservationist, has passed his 
knowledge to all the kids who were 
lucky enough to have been drawn for 
these hunts. Coordinating the hunters 
and volunteers to make this program 
work is no easy task. On behalf of 
the Friends of Cañada de los Osos, 
the California Deer Association, and 
myself, I want to thank Lee and all of 
the other volunteers who make the 
hunts possible.
 In 2013, Jeff Amstutz will take 
over the coordination of the junior 
hunt program. Jeff has been involved 
with the hunts as a guide for a num-
ber of years. Lee will continue to help 
Jeff to make this program remain 
successful in the coming years. Lee is 
also serving on the Board of Directors 
of Friends of Cañada de los Osos.
  
(Pictured are some of the hunt photos 
from the past three years.)



 W interhawk is a full-time professional outfitter  
operating on nearly 250 square miles of 

Western Colorado’s majestic Flat Tops Wilderness. 
We provide fully guided and quality drop camp 
elk, mule deer and  bighorn sheep hunts in prime 
national forest and wilderness land that is accessible 
by horseback and mule pack string only, plus winter 
mountain lion hunts at lower elevations. We also  
offer wilderness trout fishing, summer horse-
back vacations and an accredited Outfitters, Guides 
& Packers School. We’ve built our reputation on  
providing great fair-chase hunting, excellent camps, 
quality stock and highly personalized service.

A r c h e r y   n   r i f l e   n   M u z z l e l o A d i n g

O f f e r i n g  t h e  f i n e s t  i n 

True WesTern-sTyle 
horsebAck  

big gAMe hunTing 
i n  c O l O r a d O ’ s  P r i m i t i v e  

f l a t  t O P s  W i l d e r n e s s

W i n t e r h a W k  O u t f i t t e r s
19 5 6 1  K i m b a l l  C r e e K  r O a d 

C O l l b r a n ,  C O l O r a d O  8 1 6 2 4

( 9 7 0 )  4 8 7 - 3 0 1 1 
www.w interhawk .com   •   hunt@winterhawk .com

p r o f e s s i o n a l l y   o u t f i t t i n g   s i n c e   1 9 8 2
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 In the Fall 2009 issue of California 
Deer, CDA unveiled its Special Needs 
Jeep, which is equipped with a 
wheelchair lift that assists mobility-
impaired folks to get in, hold on, and 
get out into the outdoors. Since the 
Jeep’s debut, it was being used two or 
three times a year and mostly by the 
Central Valley Chapter Special Needs 
Committee. 
 Feeling that with a little nudge 
the Jeep could be used more often, 
the Special Needs Committee 
contacted CDA President Jerry 
Springer and inquired whether the 
CDA Board would consider donating 
the Jeep to a Foundation dedicated 
to enabling and assisting those with 
mobility and physical impairments to 
have an outdoor experience. 
 Springer’s response from 

the Board resulted in MAKE A 
DIFFERENCE OUTDOORS (MAD 
Outdoors) being formed by CDA’s 
Central Valley Chapter members Jerry 
Dunlap, Bob Dunlap, Dave Schiavon, 
Gene Baker and past CDA Board 
Director Scott Jones. 
 MAD Outdoors is a California 
nonprofit Public Benefit Corporation, 
dedicated to assisting and enabling 
persons with physical impairments 
that limit their mobility to experience 
an outdoor adventure. 
 In February of 2013, the CDA 
Board donated the Jeep to MAD 
Outdoors, which immediately began 
putting the Jeep into the field by 
taking Gary Hunter from Break The 
Barriers, www.breakthe barriers.org,  
on his first hog hunt. The following 
weekend MAD Outdoors hosted 

Making a Difference

Navy Veteran Martha Chavez on her 
first-ever hunt. The Jeep was used 
for the third time in February when 
Army Veteran Art Castro and Marine 
Veteran Joe Cadena were taken on a 
hunt in which Art shot a nice porker 
and Joe shot a meat hog. 
 CDA chapters hosting a 
physically impaired hunter and 
needing the Jeep can contact; Jerry 
Dunlap at (559) 972-1064 or Dave 
Schiavon at (559) 288-4454. 
 MAD Outdoors is supported 
through donations that can be 
made to; MAKE A DIFFERENCE 
OUTDOORS, P.O. Box 3795, Clovis, 
CA 93613. 
 MAD Outdoors would like to 
thank the CDA Board for its donation 
and support.
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Membership Drive

Join Today!
If you are a deer enthusiast, this could be the best $30 that you have 

ever spent. The deer of California need your support! 

Membership Application 
California Deer Association

CHAPTER:___________________________________ DATE:____________________

NAME:________________________________________________________________
 
ADDRESS:_____________________________________________________________

CITY:________________________________ STATE:____________ ZIP:____________

COUNTY:_______________________________________________

PHONE - HOME:_______________________ EMAIL:___________________________

 	 qVISA  qMASTERCARD qCHECK ENCLOSED

CARD # ______________________________CID#________ EXP. DATE __________

SIGNATURE ___________________________________ DATE __________________

MEMBERSHIP FEES     qMEMBERSHIP RENEWAL #________________
q$30 Full Membership: One year, decal & newsletter 
q$5 Junior Membership: Same as full membership 
q$1,000 Life Membership: Installment option $250 per year.
q$500 Corporate Sponsorship: Per year.
Mail To: California Deer Association, 820 Park Row, PMB 671, Salinas, CA 93901-2406

California Deer Association
820 Park Row, PMB 671
Salinas, CA  93901-2406
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