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 While the second half of the cal-
endar year is a busy time for many of 
us who go afield, the first half of the 
year is the busiest for CDA and many 
of our members. Banquet season be-
gins in January with the Santa Rosa 
Chapter and ends with the Western 
Sierra Chapter’s banquet in July. 
If you’re on a banquet committee, 
you’re probably saying “The heck it 
does,” because for many of you the 
work only just slows down during 
the second half of the year as the 
planning and meetings may continue 
year-round.
 All that CDA has been able to 
do for California’s deer herds is only 
possible because of the dedication 
and hard work of hundreds of CDA 
volunteers like you at the chapter 
level – without you there would be 
no CDA. It’s our volunteers who are 
CDA!
 You have made it possible to 
save deer habitat (see page 7, LCCA 
Land Acquisition), rehabilitate 
habitat (see page 16, Long Gibson 
Underburn), help educate students 
who want to have a career which 
benefits wildlife and their habitat 
(see page 21, CDA Scholarships), pro-
vide Hunter Education classes, give 
back to veterans who have sacrificed 
for all of us (see page 6, Wings of 
Freedom), pass along our tradition 
of hunting to young people (see page 
12-15, CDA Shares the Tradition), 
fund research projects, and much 
more!   
 Unfortunately, CDA and our 
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Two Kinds of
Challenges

CDA President’s Message

Jerry Springer
President

This California 4x4 buck has great 
mass, a result of last year’s heavy 

rains which helped produce excellent 
feed for California’s deer herds.

Photograph by Ben Nuckolls.
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members need to do more than raise 
funds at banquets. We also need to 
work together to fight off the at-
tempts of the antis to take away our 
tradition and negatively affect our 
deer herds.
 The recent push by the Humane 
Society of the United States (HSUS) 
to have California’s Fish and Game 
Commission President Dan Rich-
ards resign because he legally took 
a mountain lion in Idaho was aban-
doned because of the opposition 
voiced by many CDA members and 
others in the hunting community. 
No sooner had the state legislature 
dropped its HSUS-backed push for 
Richards’ resignation, than the HSUS 
was already working with two state 
senators to ban the hunting of bears 
and bobcats with dogs (SB 1221). 
While it is said that this won’t affect 
those who hunt birds with dogs, we 
all know they just want to eat the 
elephant (hunting) one bite at a time. 
HSUS doesn’t intend to ever cease its 
goal of stopping all hunting, so there 
are two reasons for you to contact 
your representatives in Sacramento. 
First, stopping bear hunting with 
dogs will result in fewer bears and 
bobcats being taken and we all know 
that – like mountain lions – bears and 
bobcats prey on deer. Second, even 
if you don’t hunt bears with dogs, 
it is time to stop every effort to ban 
any segment of our hunting tradi-
tion before the only thing left is the 
elephant’s tail.
 Stop Senate Bill 1221 – please call 
and/or write your Senator now!



Chapter    Date    Contact
Central Coast (Paso Robles)   4/14/12    Ryan Smith (805) 423-5929
Mt. Shasta    4/14/12   Trent Willis (707) 338-7820 
South County (Santa Clara County) 4/21/12    Manny Machado (408) 483-6400
Mount St. Helena (Calistoga)  4/27/12   Rick Sereni (707) 291-5407
Westside (Gustine)    4/28/12    Anthony Castro (209) 854-6709 
Diablo Blacktail (Concord)  5/04/12   Dave Hunter (925) 200-0449
Central Valley (Fresno)   5/12/12    Mike Foxen (559) 259-1567 
Redwood Coast (Eureka)   5/19/12    Tim Pricer (707) 599-2216
Eastern Sierra (Bishop)   6/23/12    Doug Brown (760) 937-7963 
Western Sierra (Sonora)   7/28/12    Ronnie Hobbs (209) 984-3015
Lancaster Ducks & Bucks  TBA    Rodney Torres (209) 769-1088

You Still Have a Chance to Attend!

Remaining 2012 Banquets

Oops!!!
     Jim Schohr was 
hoping to increase 
his chance of being 
drawn in the raffle 
at the North Valley 
Chapter Banquet, so 
he put his tickets in 
the barrel then mixed 
them up. After do-

ing this it was pointed out to Schohr that this was the Ladies raffle barrel. Schohr now has this advice for 
you,“Gentlemen, don’t put your tickets in the Ladies Raffle.”
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2012 CDA Special Auction Items

2012 CDA Rifle of the Year
Kimber 8400 WSM Classic Select Grade in 300 WSM

2012 CDA
Sculpture of the Year

-
“The Boys Club”
by Marc Pierce

2012 CDA Print of the Year
The Last Glance 

- 
“Mule Deer”

by Rosemary Millette

Wings of Freedom 
Sponsor

      Beginning with the 2011 banquet season and again 
this year, veterans were honored at participating chap-
ter banquets with a raffle for a sculpture titled “Wings 
of Freedom.”
      Unbeknownst to almost everyone in CDA, the 
entire cost for all the Wings of Freedom sculptures has 
been covered by past CDA president Andy Wood and 
his wife Margo.
      Recently Andy expressed his feelings about vet-
erans with the following words, “So many times they 
seem to be forgotten for what they have given so that 
we can enjoy the freedoms we have. Although I have 
never served in the armed services, my family and I 
have suffered the loss of my brother and I appreciate 
what each and every serviceman and woman do for 
us.”
      Thank you Andy and Margo for this tribute to our 
veterans.

In the photo above, Andy Wood (left) and 
Margo Wood (right) stand with this year’s 
winning veteran of the Wings of Freedom 
at the Chico Banquet.

To the left are just a few of the veterans 
with their Wings of Freedom sculptures 
pictured at various CDA chapter banquets.
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Sometimes It’s
Life or Death

     It is not all just pushing and shoving. Antlers can be 
deadly weapons as shown in the photo to the left. Con-
tributing photographer Ben Nuckolls was in the field in 
January when he witnessed a larger buck gore the buck 
to the left. Nuckolls told us, “The injured buck broke a 
tip off the left side of his antlers. He was limping pretty 
badly as a result of being gored.”
     Three weeks later Nuckolls found the buck dead in 
the same area.

Photos by Ben Nuckolls
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LCCA Land Acquisition

PROJECTS

 Lassen Creek Conservation Area 
(LCCA) is now a 385-acre protected 
mule deer habitat owned and man-
aged by Lassen Land and Trails 
Trust. The California Deer Associa-
tion assisted the Trust in its original 
purchase of a portion of LCCA and 
has now assisted in the defensive 
purchase of a 20-acre inholding. 
 The property purchased is sur-
rounded by mule deer winter habitat 
for the Lassen herd, a sub-herd of the 
Doyle Deer Herd. The conservation 
area, including the newly acquired 20 
acres, lies within a California Depart-
ment of Fish and Game Conceptual 
Area of Protection Plan and is adja-
cent to the Bass Hill Wildlife Area. 
The Trust also holds a conservation 
easement on more than 500 acres of 
adjacent, private ranchland to protect 
the herd’s winter habitat and sea-
sonal migration corridor.
 The inholding purchased was 
a constant source of trespass and 
encroachment on the protected areas. 
In the past, LCCA has been host to 
scheduled hunts and the Trust hopes 
to host once again. The purchase of 
this residential property will assist 
in the effort, along with the Trust’s 
ongoing restoration of bitterbrush 
which was damaged in an area fire. 
 With the assistance of the 
California Deer Association, the 
Trust was able to secure the property 
through a short-sale and prevent 
the potential of an ‘unfriendly’ 
owner within this sensitive corridor. 
LCCA is now 385 acres of wild land 

0 0.25 0.5 0.75 10.125
Miles

Legend
Sturkey Property

Lassen Creek Conservation Area (LLTT)

Bass Hill CAPP

Bass Hill Wildlife Area (DFG)

Hulsman Ranch CE

Lassen Land and Trails Trust P.O. Box 1461 Susanville, CA 96130 (530) 257-3252 www.llttweb.orgwithin a segment of suburban growth 
approximately three miles southeast of 
Susanville, California. LCCA gets its 
name from Lassen Creek which flows 
inside and along the area’s southern 
boundary. The creek’s watershed 
is a subunit within the larger 6th 
order Susan River Watershed. The 
conservation area is the key for 
establishment of a conservation 
zone for mule deer extending from 
the Diamond Mountains of Lassen 
National Forest in the south to the 
open agricultural lands in the north. 
The Department of Fish and Game’s 
Bass Hill Wildlife Area Egan Unit is 
connected to LCCA in the southeast. 
Open residential development has 
occurred, and continues to occur, 
along the 
eastern, 
southern 
and western 
boundaries 
of LCCA. 
Without this 
protection 
afforded by 
the LCCA, 
the historic 
migration 
patterns of 
mule deer and 

other species would be threatened 
and the herd would be stranded in 
its summer range. For deer which do 
summer in the area, LCCA provides 
necessary riparian habitat.
 Lassen Land and Trails Trust is 
planning to return portions of the 
property to natural habitat and to 
use the existing house on the 20-acre 
addition as a wildlife and natural 
resource education and interpretive 
center for the greater Lassen County 
region. The center will be a valuable 
resource for the Trust, as well as the 
Department of Fish and Game, the 
California Deer Association and other 
partners for education regarding 
mule deer and hunting safety 
information for the public. 
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Field N
otes

Holy Cow!
 We are right in the middle of 
our 2012 Banquet Season and our 
chapters are either really busy plan-
ning their events, or are sighing and 
looking back with satisfaction and 
reflecting on a successful fundraiser. 
Rodney and I are hustling around the 
state trying to make as many com-
mittee meetings as possible and, of 
course, the banquets on the week-
ends, too, so it is a crazy time for us. 
And then there is paperwork and 
follow up, and lots of loose ends to 
tie up, plus planning new events!
 Last year we had the best ban-
quet season we have ever had, thanks 
to everyone working together as a 
team. We are trying to beat last year’s 
banquet income and time will tell if 
this is going to happen. I have to tell 
you, though, I’ve been feeling a posi-
tive energy at our events and many 
banquets are up, even from last year. 
Many people I have talked to look 
forward to their local CDA banquet 
all year and we pride ourselves 
on having the best conservation 
fundraising events in the state. Our 
chapters are making it happen! And 
our members keep coming every year 
to support us, so we must be doing 
some things right!
 As I write this, I just got home 
from the Chico Banquet and what 
a fantastic banquet it was! They 
squeezed in 510 folks and still had 
the phone ringing the last few weeks 
for more tickets. You have to get your 
tickets early to get a seat in Chico as 
they sell out every year! Margo Wood 

puts in countless hours to keep this 
event running smoothly. She doesn’t 
like the recognition but “THANK 
YOU, MARGO!!!” (who does it be-
cause she loves the deer). The entire 
committee thanks you for all you do! 
Co-Chairmen Andy Wood and Kurt 
Steindorf again worked like crazy 
for three months straight and got a 
ton of donations! Ron Lara handled 
the merchandise again and dazzled 
us with unbelievable auction items. 
Following the banquet and 20 years 
of being involved with fundraising 
banquets, Ron said, “The 2012 Chico 
Chapter Banquet was the smoothest 
and funnest to date – everyone did 
their share and their particular job 
extremely well.” Well said, Ron!  It 
takes everyone working together for 
the cause to make it happen… What a 
great committee!
 We just had the Tulelake/Butte 
Valley Banquet and we had a great 
event this year and another sellout 
crowd of 250. The chapter does all the 
meal preparation for the dinner and 
it was delicious! They cooked local 
prime rib on their new BBQ trailer that 
was GREAT, twice-baked potatoes 
grown locally, and had the famous 
dessert auction! It was a fantastic 
banquet! Also new this year, every kid 
got a BB gun at the door and they had 
a great youth raffle - much of it do-
nated by businesses and members that 
come to the event. Great job, guys and 
gals; best event yet. Chairman Heath 
Wright has done an outstanding job 
and we appreciate his enthusiasm! We 
appreciate everyone on the committee 
and the folks who come back every 
year to support CDA!
 The Woodland Banquet was also 
a sellout at 300 guests and will be at a 
record income level. Woodland Chap-
ter moved their banquet from Zamora 
Hall last year, where they packed 
people in like sardines, to a little big-
ger hall. Next year we need an even 
BIGGER hall so we will be moving 
again to the Yolo County Fairgrounds 
where we can accommodate more 
folks and add more great prizes! Great 
job Kevin Bottimore, Jeff Youngmark, 
and the whole committee for mak-
ing this happen! Best banquet yet for 
Woodland!
 The Gridley Chapter also worked 

like crazy and the event was a huge 
success once again. It was a sellout 
at 400 folks who share our passion 
of the outdoors and want to make 
California a better place! The com-
mittee worked tirelessly to make 
the banquet an outstanding success, 
having meetings twice a week to 
go over the merchandise and fine-
tune all the little things that make a 
banquet great. Last year was a record 
for income for Gridley and it looks 
like we are right at last year’s num-
bers! Wow, they did it again! Thanks 
guys, you are like family to me and I 
appreciate you all. Gary and Marna 
Andes have been chairing this event 
for a couple of years and it is going 
great. The whole committee works so 
well together and I appreciate them 
so much!
 Placer County had another great 
banquet this year at the Mount Pleas-
ant Hall in rural Placer County. The 
hall was built over 100 years ago, has 
a lot of character, and is a fun place 
to have a banquet. Everyone loved 
the prime rib catered by Diana Burke 
with Simple Pleasures in Lincoln. The 
meal was awesome! Great job, Bon-
nie Roesener and Don Derobertis for 
working together to make this event 
so successful. It was a ball! I am really 
looking forward to next year.
 North Valley Banquet in Colu-
sa had a great event and Kevin 
O’Callaghan, the singing auctioneer, 
dazzled and entertained the crowd. 
Great hunts and outdoor merchan-
dise filled the auction. The committee 
got a ton of donations this year and 
everyone had a great time! I took 
my boys to this event and they had a 
blast at the shooting game and play-
ing with all the other kids. Thank you 
Larry and Vera Crabtree for all you 
do to make the North Valley Chapter 
strong.
 Before that was Redding and, 
wow, what an awesome banquet! 
Another sellout (I am seeing a pattern 
here!) of 600 members and they had 
a fantastic lineup of hunts and trips 
coordinated by Mike Torres (thanks, 
Mike!) that always amazes me. Huge 
thanks for Donn Walgamuth, Jeff 
Schuler, Wayne Dunham, Jamie 

continued on page 20



Where have all the Aspen Gone?
By Henry Colletto

 Aspen stands, like California 
deer herds, have been declining at a 
rapid pace across the West. Factors 
behind the aspen decline have been 
fire suppression over the last cen-
tury, conifer encroachment along 
meadows and streams, and brows-
ing by livestock.
 In “Habitat Guidelines for Mule 
Deer: Intermountain West Eco-
region,” studies are cited to dem-
onstrate the problems with aspen 
loss. A 24% decline in California’s 
aspen stands was reported during 
the 50 years preceding 1994 (DiOrio 
et al. 2005), and on Lassen National 
Forest in Northern California, Jones 
et al. (2005) reported that 77% of 
aspen stands were in a decline 
and at risk of being lost. Declines 
were attributed to competition for 
light and water from conifers that 
became established within aspen 
stands because of loss of natural 
fire regimes and excessive brows-
ing of the aspens by livestock.
     Aspen habitat can provide some 
of the best-quality food and cover 
for mule deer. They give impor-
tant fawning habitat and provide 
thermal cover, as well as high 
nutrient forage of both the aspen 
trees and the understory vegeta-
tion. Across the high country of 

the Sierra Nevada, aspen 
stands, wet meadows and 
streams provide the needed 
spring and summer nutri-
tion for mule deer and their 
fawns. For decades the high 
country habitats have been 

Meadows and riparian areas provide high-quality nutri-
tion for mule deer and other wildlife, but they continue 
to be mismanaged on our public lands.

Aspens provide important cover and nutrition for deer and other wildlife throughout 
the West.

Habitat is key to wildlife survival. Does need year-
round quality nutrition for their fawns in order for 
deer herds to grow.

the California Department of Fish 
and Game, the Bureau of Land 
Management, and the U.S. Forest 
Service. With more research and 
funding from conservation groups 
like the California Deer Associa-
tion, Mule Deer Foundation, Rocky 
Mountain Elk Foundation, and 
others, these important habitats 
will continue to be improved for 
deer, elk, and other wildlife on our 
public lands.

degraded by overgrazing by sheep 
and cattle. Overuse of meadows 
and riparian areas has impacted the 
lands that the mule deer and other 
wildlife depend on to survive and 
raise their young.  
     In the past decade the Califor-
nia Deer Association has provided 
funding to enhance aspen regenera-
tion projects, fencing out livestock 
and removing conifers from aspen 
stands. Since 2000, more attention 
has been given to managing mead-
ows, streams, and aspen stands by 

Literature Cited and Suggested Reading:

Cox, M., D. Lutz, T. Wasley, M. Fleming, B. Compton, T. Keegan, D. Stroud, S. Kilpat-
rick, K. Gray, J. Carlson, L. Carpenter, K. Urquhart, B. Johnson, and C. McLaughlin.  
2009.  Habitat Guidelines for Mule Deer: Intermountain West Ecoregion.  Mule Deer 
Working Group, Western Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies.

DiOrio, A., R. Callas, and R. Schaefer, 2005.  Forty-eight year decline and fragmenta-
tion of aspen (Populus tremuloides) in the South Warner Mountains of California.  
Forest Ecology and Management 206:307-313.

Jones, B., T. Rickman, A. Vazquez, Y. Sado, and K. Tate.  2005.  Removal of encroach-
ing conifers to regenerate degraded aspen stands in the Sierra Nevada.  Restoration 
Ecology 13:373-379.
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Chad Hornbuckle proudly displays 
his awesome Nevada 6x4 mule deer 
buck taken during the 2011 season. 
The buck not only had a spread of 
28 1/4 inches but it also had lots 
of mass and deep forks. Timing is 
everything as he and CDA Field 
Director Pat Fitzmorris both filled 
their tags in the first two days of the 
hunt.

Attention CDA Members!
Share your days afield with other mem-
bers by emailing your photos to Jerry@
WesternHunter.com.14 California Deer

Members Afield

Rich Krona, Santa Rosa Chapter 
Committee member and past CDA 
Board Director, poses with the 
6x6 bull elk he bagged during the 
2011 season after drawing one of 
the special Siskiyou bull elk tags. 
Krona hunted near Dorris, close 
to the Oregon border. He passed 
on several bulls but an even larger 
bull gave him the slip. His bull 
was estimated to be 1,200 pounds 
live weight. Now that will fill your 
freezer for a while!

Hunting near Philo (Boonville 
area) in 2010, 12-year-old Jared 
Tippit took his first blacktail 
buck. The 4x4 scored 151 6/8 
B&C. Jared said that while bent 
over brushing off his pants he 
could see a deer bedded down 
under a dead oak tree. His dad, 
Geoff, told him to glass the deer 
and see if it was a legal forked-
horn. He yelled back, “Yeah, 
Dad, it’s got a lot of forks.” He 
made a very impressive shot on 
the buck, using a 7mm-08 with 
a 120-grain bullet.
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Kyle Heffington is shown with a nice blacktail buck 
he took on the Cañada de los Osos Ecological Reserve 
during the 2011 season. Glen Heffington, Kyle’s 
grandfather, purchased the Phil Bassetti Junior Deer 
Hunt at CDA’s Salinas Chapter Banquet. Kyle and his 
father, George Heffington, had a great day exploring the 
Reserve in late September. All of the proceeds from the 
auctioned hunt go back into management projects on the 
Reserve. Thanks again to the Heffington family for its 
support and participation.

Tom Muller took this terrific 28-
inch 5x5 mule deer while hunting 
near Craig, Colorado during the 
2010 season.

Members Afield

John McGannon 
shows off his excellent 
5x4 buck taken on Dye 
Creek Preserve dur-
ing the 2010 season. 
McGannon is owner of 
WildEats Enterprises, 
which specializes in 
seasoning blends and 
dry rubs for use in 
cooking game of all 
types. McGannon is 
also a frequent donor 
of his products to 
CDA banquets. 



CDA Shares the Tradition

Tejon Ranch
Sharing the Tradition Junior 

Deer Hunt

BCCER Youth
Deer Hunt 

 My love for hunting started with my grandfather who 
introduced me to range shooting early in my life. On my 
tenth birthday he gave me my first gun, a .22 bolt-action 
rifle. I thought it was the best and it couldn’t get any better. 
Then my parents told me 
their present was for me 
to go to a hunting camp 
with a friend to receive 
my hunting license. I 
spent the next seven days 
learning about gun safety 
and animal habitat. I 
learned so much and felt 
really good about what 
hunting does for our 
environment. It wasn’t 
just about killing animals 
– it kept populations at 
a steady number and 
helped provide funds for 
the conservation of public 
lands.
 I have a friend, Isaac, 
whose family owns a large ranch and they have been really 
good to me. They invite me to their ranch to hike or just ride 
around and see the wildlife. It has pushed me to be outdoors 
and stay healthy. Two years ago they invited me to go to the 
California Deer Association dinner at our local Elks Lodge. 
I didn’t know what that was at the time, but I knew Andy 
Wood through my dad’s work but never knew that he was 
a part of the CDA organization. Andy was really nice to us 
and that night Isaac and I both won rifles in the junior raffle. 
It was lots of fun and it made me want to be a part of the 
California Deer Association.

 For the eighth year 
in a row the Tejon Ranch 
and CDA, through a 
random drawing, have 
provided junior hunters 
the opportunity to go on 
a free fully-guided antler-
less deer hunt on the 
270,000-acre Tejon Ranch.
 This year’s sponsors 
– Barnes Bullets, Alpen 
Optics, Hunter Specialties 
and Birchwood Casey  – 
provided the juniors with 
ammunition, binoculars, 
and a variety of hunting 
products.

 The Sharing 
the Tradition 
program has 
given 152 ju-
nior hunters 
and their par-
ents/mentors 
a very special 
deer hunting  
experience.

more photos on
page 14 

continued on page 14
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CDA Shares the Tradition

7th Annual Chimineas
 Junior Deer Hunt

O’Neil Forebay
Apprentice Pheasant Hunt

 The 29th Annual O’Neil Forebay Apprentice 
Pheasant Hunt was held on November 19-20, 2011. 
One hundred apprentice (junior) hunters had the 
opportunity to participate in this year’s pheasant hunt. 
Each apprentice hunter was allowed to take up to two 
rooster pheasants during their hunt. Juniors came from 
as far as Bakersfield to participate in this year’s event. 
The Department of Fish and Game has held this hunt 
for the past 29 years and should be commended for a job 
well done.
 

The California Deer Association’s Westside Chapter 
and the Quail and Upland Wildlife Federation’s Los 
Banos Chapter sponsored this year’s event by supplying 
all pheasants, lunch, snacks, hot chocolate and drinks 
for the juniors and their chaperones. Special thanks 
go to Randy Sawyer and Loni Hext for keeping things 

 The 7th Annual Chimineas Junior Deer Hunt, held on 
September 17-18, 2011, was a very special hunt for three 
junior deer hunters. For 12-year-old Alyssa Nicole Pepple, 
her special hunt began at daylight on Saturday morning. 
As Alyssa puts it, “At about 6:30 a.m., we were about to get 
into the Jeep when my guides spotted a nice buck walk-
ing along a nearby fence line. We turned off the engine and 

stalked him for about 15 minutes, until it was shooting light.  
I finally got a great shot from about 160 yards and we saw 
him drop.” This was Alyssa’s first buck. For many years her 
father, Mark Pepple, had taken Alyssa on day hunts on BLM 
or national forest lands where they’d seen a few does but 
never a legal buck. That all changed for Alyssa this day, and 
Mark was there to share the experience.
 For Nathan Scott and his dad, Jim Scott, their hunt was 
special in much the same way. Two very nice bucks were 

continued on page 15 continued on page 15

California Deer        13



14 California Deer

 The next year Isaac and his fam-
ily took me to the CDA dinner again, 
and I had another great time. On my 
birthday my dad gave me a guided 
junior deer hunt. He told me Andy 
would be guiding the hunt and I was 
excited to know he would be taking 
me on my first hunt. When the time 
came I was really excited but also 
really nervous. We met Andy open-
ing day and headed to the Big Chico 
Creek Ecological Reserve. We spent 
about five hours hiking around, 
looking for a buck. We didn’t see 
anything but it made me more de-
termined for the next day. It was the 
same morning routine… We crossed 
the creek and hunted the upper 
ridge both days. The warm weather 
kept the activity to a minimum, but 
we were fortunate to see eight does 
and one buck that ran away. Andy 

would point out bushes and trees on 
which deer had been nibbling or brush 
marks from them scratching with their 
antlers. He showed us where on the 
reserve they did research and how 
they built and cleared the roads, with 
most of the work done by hand.
  The sun was starting to set so 
Andy asked me what I wanted to do. 
“We could either head back to the up-
per ridge where we spotted the buck 
earlier in the day or we could head 
down the valley toward the truck and 
see if we could spot a buck in one of 
the many meadows.”
  I decided to try the meadows. 
It was almost dark and we were at 
a large clearing when my dad spot-
ted a small buck at about 200 yards. 
Andy saw something else – a BUSH! 
Buck brush, we joked, was not quite 
the backstrap I was envisioning. I was 

feeling even more letdown as we 
headed to the truck. We got to an-
other small clearing and 70 yards out 
was a forked-horn buck. I set up and 
took my shot. Right in the stomach, a 
terrible miss. I loaded another round 
and fired, hitting him in the shoulder, 
and he dropped! I was shaking like I 
just had run a mile. The anticipation 
was over and I was very relieved.  
 It was the best thing that ever 
happened to me. My first deer and 
it was all that I could ever ask for. I 
could have never gotten it without 
the help of my dad, Andy Wood 
and California Deer Association.  I will 
never forget what a wonderful time I 
had.

John Thorpe
Durham, CA

BCCER Youth Deer Hunt continued from page 12

Tejon Ranch Sharing the Tradition continued from page 12
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spotted as they lay bedded for the 
morning in some tall brush. Nathan 
and his guides stalked to within 30 
yards of the bucks while his dad 
looked on from a distance. As one of 
the bucks stood, it was an easy shot 
for Nathan. This also was Nathan’s 
first buck. For Jim the hunt was 
special because he experienced the 
rewards of channeling Nathan’s ener-
gies to the hunting sport. Nathan said 
that walking up to his first buck was 
a tremendous thrill, and also admits 
that hanging out at dinner and swap-
ping stories after the hunts was just 
as special.
 For Tyler and his dad, Danny, 
this hunt was special in a different 
way. Tyler’s buck would not be his 

first. He had taken 
his first buck the 
year before while on 
a hunt with his dad. 
What was special for 
Tyler was that this 
buck was his biggest 
buck and first four-
pointer. After learn-
ing that Alyssa and 
Nathan had taken 
their bucks earlier in 
the day, Tyler was 
confident that he 
would take his buck 
before the day was 
over. Early in the 
evening Tyler’s buck 
was spotted crossing 

a field and the stalk was on. Tyler and 
his guide intercepted the buck coming 
out of a draw, and Tyler needed only 
one shot to put it down at 130 yards.
 These hunts were sponsored 
by the Central Coast Chapter of the 
California Deer Association in coop-
eration with the Department of Fish 
and Game (DFG). They took place 
on the 30,000-acre Chimineas unit of 
the Carrizo Plain Ecological Reserve 
located in San Luis Obispo County. 
The three hunters were drawn from a 
statewide DFG lottery. Lodging for the 
hunters, family members, and vol-
unteers was provided at the historic 
ranch facility. Guide services, meals, 
Jeeps, meat handling and trophy care 
were provided by local CDA members 

running smoothly and for making safety the number 
one priority at this event. We also want to thank 
Marilyn Homen for making that great big pot of 
homemade chili. The volunteers who help plant the 
birds and the handlers who bring their dogs out to 
help the junior hunters who did not have dogs, are 
also greatly appreciated.
 This hunt seems to get better every year and 
that’s because more people are getting involved, 
which makes for a great experience for everyone. 
It is enjoyable to see the smiling faces and the 
appreciation of the juniors, their parents and 
grandparents, whether they were successful or not. 
This is a great event and CDA hopes to see your 
junior at this event this year.

7th Annual Chimineas Junior Deer Hunt continued from page 13

who were eager to assist the young 
hunters with the quest for their first 
bucks. The event kicked off Friday 
afternoon with the arrival of the ju-
nior deer hunters and their families. 
They were greeted by all of the CDA 
volunteers and DFG associate wild-
life biologist Bob Stafford. Dinner 
was provided by the CDA BBQ crew 
and was followed by an orientation 
given by Stafford as well as gifts to 
the three junior hunters by Ryan 
Smith, president of the Central Coast 
Chapter.
 The Chimineas Ranch is a very 
special place owned by the DFG. 
It was acquired for protection of 
habitat for deer, tule elk, pronghorn 
antelope and a host of other species. 
It is simply a magnificent piece of 
property that is also used for provid-
ing junior hunts for deer and tule elk. 
The property is also used for educa-
tional purposes and research.
 Alyssa, Nathan and Tyler each 
encourage those who are interested 
in the junior deer hunt to apply this 
year. They would tell you that they 
couldn’t think of a better chance to 
be in a “target-rich” environment 
and beginning your own hunting 
tradition than by being drawn for the 
Chimineas hunt!
 
Larry Smith
Board of Director
California Deer Association and
Chimineas Ranch Foundation

O’Neil Forebay continued from page 13
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Long Gibson Underburn

PROJECTS

 This project, located in the 
Klamath National Forest, was ap-
proved for CDA funding because it 
proposed to treat approximately 900 
acres of Forest Service lands utiliz-
ing a combination of both hand and 
aerial underburning techniques. A 
forest-wide need to improve forage 
conditions in which brush species 
had become decadent was noted, 
making this project necessary to: 1) 
Improve forage quality and quantity 
on critical black-tailed deer winter/
transition range by creating a seed-
bed for herbaceous forage, revitaliz-
ing brush/shrub/hardwood com-
plexes and setting back encroaching 
conifers; 2) Promote wildlife habitat 
diversity by creating a mosaic of seral 
stages throughout a variety of habitat 

types; 3) Dis-
tribute black-
tailed deer use 
more evenly 
over a larger 
geographical 
area; 4) Protect 
black-tailed 
deer habitat 
from loss due 
to catastrophic 
wildfire; and 
5) Protect and 
enhance habitat 
for a myriad 
of other spe-
cies including 
Roosevelt elk, 
mountain quail, 
black bear, mountain lion, bobcat, and 
fisher, as well as a variety of small 
mammals, upland gamebirds, many 
non-game species, songbirds and a 
myriad of plant species. 
 The stands in this project area are 
primarily west-side mixed conifer 
(Douglas fir, ponderosa pine, sugar 
pine) with Pacific madrone, canyon 
live oak, and a mix of California black 
oak and Oregon white oak. The scat-
tered patches of brush are primarily 
manzanita, deer brush, and poison 
oak. The prescribed treatment was to 
reduce conifer density, increase veg-
etative diversity, and increase forage 
potential by stimulating the growth of 

shrubs and forbs.
 The project area now provides an 
important, year-round habitat for a 
local Salmon River black-tailed deer 
herd. The project removed natural 
fuel loadings by the use of a mosaic 
low-intensity burn, which increased 
resistance to potential catastrophic 
wildfire. This treatment increased 
habitat quality for black-tailed deer 
and contributed to overall watershed 
restoration goals. The brush and 
hardwood species thinned by fire 
experienced an increase of early seral 
stage growth and an increase in for-
age quality and quantity, providing a 
direct benefit to black-tailed deer and 
other wildlife species in the area.
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California Bucks

Have a nice photo of California bucks? Share it 
with other CDA members in California Deer by 
emailing it to Jerry@WesternHunter.com.

Photo by Jerry Springer

Photo by Ben Nuckolls

Jumping sequence captured by John Mc Millan

Photo by Daryl Oest
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CDA Banquets!
Santa Rosa Chapter, 2012
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CDA Banquets!
Woodland Chapter, 2012
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Wagenfuhr, and the entire commit-
tee who worked together to make 
this event happen. This event was 
their 13th annual and is a first-class 
evening! Better get your tickets early 
for 2013, as it will certainly sell out 
again. The Redding banquet is such a 
memorable experience that once you 
attend, you will want to do it every 
year!
 And we kicked off the year with 
the Santa Rosa Chapter’s Banquet. 
Mike Deas and Doug Timmer were 
again co-chairmen and did a bang-
up job. THANKS, GUYS!! What an 
awesome event, great guns, great 
hunts, great food = great time! Santa 
Rosa’s Banquet is known for many 
things but one that stands out is all 
the deer heads. They spend a lot time 
putting up great blacktail and mule 
deer heads on one wall in the room 
and it looks impressive when they 
are all up there. This was their 10th 
annual fundraising event and some 
on the committee are the founding 
members. This is a well-run and or-
ganized banquet and I can’t wait for 

next year.
 Rodney Torres is doing a great job 
in the southern part of the state and 
about half the banquets are completed. 
He is burning up the road and his 
enthusiasm is contagious. Thanks, 
Rodney, for your hard work! He also 
has started a couple of Ducks and 
Bucks events, a collaborative fundrais-
ing effort with California Waterfowl 
Association and these are going great. 
He also started a new chapter in Mer-
ced and they had a GREAT banquet! 
Rodney has the Turlock, Tulare, Kern 
River Valley, San Jose, and Bakersfield 
banquets under his belt and is report-
ing outstanding banquets! Thanks 
guys, we couldn’t do it without you.
 I could go on and on about our 
banquets, but the fact is that it takes 
a ton of hard work to coordinate a 
fundraising event and our commit-
tees should be congratulated for their 
efforts. Please give them a pat on the 
back!
 And why are we doing all this? 
To help our great state’s deer herds. 
These folks love the outdoors and 
our hunting heritage and want to see 

it continue. Without strong wildlife 
populations, we would have nothing 
to hunt… It’s that simple! We have 
more money to spend on projects this 
year so CDA will be making a differ-
ence.
 If anyone has concerns, ques-
tions, or comments, please call me 
anytime at 530-632-2091 or send an 
email to patf@caldeer.org. You can 
also call or email Rodney at 209-769-
1088 or rtorres@caldeer.org.  I am 
always willing to talk deer or listen 
to new ideas or concerns. If you need 
updated information on other CDA 
happenings, please check out our 
website at www.caldeer.org.

Pat Fitzmorris
CDA Field Director 

Note: Expanded coverage of chapters sup-
ported by Field Director Rodney Torres 
will appear in the next issue.

continued from page 8

Get Involved in CDA!
Contact - Pat Fitzmorris

(916) 663-2861
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CDA Scholarships
Deadline July 31, 2012

higher learning that not only sup-
ports the mission of CDA, but helps 
alleviate their post-secondary finan-
cial obligations. 
      Former recipient Jason Zito, now 
a Predator Control Specialist for the 
State of Hawaii, adds, “Receiving the 
scholarship from CDA helped me 
graduate debt free. $1,000 or even 
$2,500 may not be much to some, but 
to a student, it helps tremendously. 
I’m very appreciative of CDA’s 
Scholarship Program.”
      Scholarship awards are not fixed 
and each year can include multiple 
awardees. Historically, scholarships 
have ranged from $1,000-$2,500. The 
deadline for submitting scholarship 
applications is July 31, 2012.
      For more details and specific 
requirements, please visit www.
caldeer.org and click on the Educa-
tion drop-down menu to download 
the application form. 

      CDA is pleased to announce that 
again this year scholarships will 
be available for students pursuing 
advanced education in Resource 
Management, Agriculture, Forestry, 
Animal and Wildlife Husbandry, 
Rangeland Science, Veterinary Sci-
ences, or Wildlife Biology. 
      “CDA has raised millions of dol-
lars in direct support of habitat and 
research for California’s wildlife,” 
said Jerry Springer, president of the 
California Deer Association. ”Con-
tributing back to our next generation 
of conservationists is a great benefit 
to California, to CDA members and 
to students.” 
      CDA’s Scholarship Fund was 
established in 2005 by a founding 
benefactor, and to date has awarded 
close to $25,000 through 14 indi-
vidual scholarship grants. CDA has 
awarded scholarships that assist 
students in pursuing a certificate of 

Youth and 
Family

Fun Shoot
      Come join the Santa Rosa Chap-
ter on May 20, 2012, 10:00-3:00, 8 
miles east of Ukiah for a fun day of 
shooting .22 pistols, .22 rifles and 
sporting clays.
       Lunch will be available ($5 
youth/$10 adult) and a raffle for 
three guns will take place. In addi-
tion, all youth will receive a CDA 
cap and a free ticket for a chance to 
win a .410 shotgun.
      Instructors will be on hand for 
safe firearms handling instruction 
for youth and adults.
      For more information or to make 
your reservation, contact:
  Mike Deas - (707) 756-2045
  email: marblemike@yahoo.com
                          or
  Joe Panfiglio - (707) 477-9492
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 W interhawk is a full-time professional outfitter  
operating on nearly 250 square miles of 

Western Colorado’s majestic Flat Tops Wilderness. 
We provide fully guided and quality drop camp 
elk, mule deer and  bighorn sheep hunts in prime 
national forest and wilderness land that is accessible 
by horseback and mule pack string only, plus winter 
mountain lion hunts at lower elevations. We also  
offer wilderness trout fishing, summer horse-
back vacations and an accredited Outfitters, Guides 
& Packers School. We’ve built our reputation on  
providing great fair-chase hunting, excellent camps, 
quality stock and highly personalized service.

A r c h e r y   n   r i f l e   n   M u z z l e l o A d i n g

O f f e r i n g  t h e  f i n e s t  i n 

True WesTern-sTyle 
horsebAck  

big gAMe hunTing 
i n  c O l O r a d O ’ s  P r i m i t i v e  

f l a t  t O P s  W i l d e r n e s s

W i n t e r h a W k  O u t f i t t e r s
19 5 6 1  K i m b a l l  C r e e K  r O a d 

C O l l b r a n ,  C O l O r a d O  8 1 6 2 4

( 9 7 0 )  4 8 7 - 3 0 1 1 
www.w interhawk .com   •   hunt@winterhawk .com

p r o f e s s i o n a l l y   o u t f i t t i n g   s i n c e   1 9 8 2

How to Expand Your Deer Season
By Jerry Springer

 What if you could scout for deer 
day and night, including the time 
you are at work? Wouldn’t it be awe-
some if you knew a nice buck was in 
your hunting area, even though you 
hadn’t seen it on your scouting trips? 
You say, “How can I do that?” The 
answer is easy – trail cameras, or trail 
cams for short.
 In just the last few years the 
number of brands and models of trail 
cams has exploded onto the mar-
ketplace. Not only are there lots of 
choices but the photo/video qual-
ity and features are increasing on a 
yearly basis, if not more quickly.
 Four years ago I tested my first 
trail cam. I was less than impressed 
with the results. My experience 
showed it wasn’t like a “point-and-
shoot” camera. The photo quality 
was lacking in sharpness and color. 

Also, most of the photos it took didn’t 
show any animals. But like most tech-
nologies they got better over time.
  During the last nine months I 
have had the opportunity to test six 
different trail cams. This testing has 
shown that the technology has im-
proved but there are still a few glitch-
es in some. Also, there are a number 
of things to consider if you want to get 
the best results.
 The trail cam brands I used were 
Bushnell, Tasco, Leupold, Stealth Cam 
and Wildview. They captured photos 
of deer, bear, turkey, coyotes, rac-
coons, foxes, bobcats and more.
  With so many brands and models 
on the market, it’s difficult to decide 
which trail cam to purchase. In the 
next issue of California Deer, I’ll give 
you some hints that can help you 
when shopping for one as well as 
ways to use them to your advantage.

The UNIT by Stealth Cam

Some of these photos have been cropped 
for positioning on this page.

Upper left photo 
taken with a
Wildview trail cam. 
The two photos 
below it and the bear 
photo to the upper 
right were taken 
with a Bushnell 
Trophy Cam XLT. 
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 W interhawk is a full-time professional outfitter  
operating on nearly 250 square miles of 

Western Colorado’s majestic Flat Tops Wilderness. 
We provide fully guided and quality drop camp 
elk, mule deer and  bighorn sheep hunts in prime 
national forest and wilderness land that is accessible 
by horseback and mule pack string only, plus winter 
mountain lion hunts at lower elevations. We also  
offer wilderness trout fishing, summer horse-
back vacations and an accredited Outfitters, Guides 
& Packers School. We’ve built our reputation on  
providing great fair-chase hunting, excellent camps, 
quality stock and highly personalized service.

A r c h e r y   n   r i f l e   n   M u z z l e l o A d i n g

O f f e r i n g  t h e  f i n e s t  i n 

True WesTern-sTyle 
horsebAck  

big gAMe hunTing 
i n  c O l O r a d O ’ s  P r i m i t i v e  

f l a t  t O P s  W i l d e r n e s s

W i n t e r h a W k  O u t f i t t e r s
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Membership Drive

Join Today!
If you are a deer enthusiast, this could be the best $30 that you have 

ever spent. The deer of California need your support! 

Membership Application 
California Deer Association

CHAPTER:___________________________________ DATE:____________________

NAME:________________________________________________________________
 
ADDRESS:_____________________________________________________________

CITY:________________________________ STATE:____________ ZIP:____________

COUNTY:_______________________________________________

PHONE - HOME:_______________________ EMAIL:___________________________

 	 qVISA  qMASTERCARD qCHECK ENCLOSED

CARD # ______________________________CID#________ EXP. DATE __________

SIGNATURE ___________________________________ DATE __________________

MEMBERSHIP FEES     qMEMBERSHIP RENEWAL #________________
q$30 Full Membership: One year, decal & newsletter 
q$5 Junior Membership: Same as full membership 
q$1,000 Life Membership: Installment option $250 per year.
q$500 Corporate Sponsorship: Per year.
Mail To: California Deer Association, 820 Park Row, PMB 671, Salinas, CA 93901-2406

California Deer Association
820 Park Row, PMB 671
Salinas, CA  93901-2406
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