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a wide variety of products. 
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CDA President’s Message

Retirement – Not Really!

Bucks like this get your heart 
pounding and give you a reason   

to be a CDA member.

Photograph by Tom Tietz.
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 I retired on February 1st after 31 
years of employment and, like many 
retirees, wonder how I ever had time 
to work! My “second job” as CDA 
President is keeping me busy.
 CDA banquet season is in full 
swing and I have been fortunate 
enough to attend four banquets… so 
far. It’s always fun to see the creative 

ideas that chapters come up with. 
Each banquet offers unique ways to 
raise funds for our organization. In 
Redding, I had a chance to buy a rose 
for my wife as soon as I walked in 
the door. Since she was with me, that 
was an offer I couldn’t refuse. I’m not 
much of a sweets eater, but I never 
wanted dessert more in my life than 
in Tulelake, where the desserts were 
auctioned. North Valley’s 2nd Annual 
dinner was a complete success with 
a great raffle (I didn’t win anything) 
and an outstanding auction. Grid-
ley’s dinner was a little smaller than 
those of past years, but the feedback 
from attendees was positive overall. 
(I didn’t win anything there either.) I 
know that there are at least a couple 
more banquets I will be attending and 
I’m looking forward to them as well. 
Maybe I will win something at them.
 Other successful banquets so far 
this year were Santa Rosa, San Jose 
and Kern River Valley. Congratula-
tions to all the chapters and my thanks 
to the members for their hard work 

and commitment to the mission of 
CDA.
 In other news, the long-awaited 
and much-anticipated Siskiyou 
County 5-Year Plan has finally come 
to fruition. Two years and hundreds 
of manpower hours have gone into 
the plan’s development and all 
involved – most importantly the 
people of Siskiyou County – deserve 
our appreciation. Stakeholders met in 
February and concrete action plans 
are being developed. This is by far the 
most comprehensive and collabora-
tive effort to address the issues facing 
deer herds in the north state. I am 
proud that CDA has been involved 
with the plan thus far and look for-
ward to our continued participation 
in habitat projects. Many thanks go to 
the Siskiyou County Board of Super-
visors, DFG, US Forest Service, BLM, 
Roseburg Lumber, NRCS, Tehama 
Environmental Solutions, and the 
citizens of Siskiyou County for their 
vision and belief in the importance 
of wildlife conservation and their 
willingness to work together to find 
solutions.

Matt Rogers
President

Chapter Date Contact

Central Coast (Paso Robles) 4/10/10 Ryan Smith (805) 423-5929
Placer County (Lincoln) 4/17/10 Don Derobertis (916) 580-5602
Salinas Valley (Salinas) 4/24/10 Clem Albertoni (831) 678-3297
Mount St. Helena (Calistoga) 4/30/10 Mike Winrod (707) 292-9006
Central Valley (Fresno) 5/01/10 Jerry Dunlap (559) 974-4953
Southern California 5/01/10 Glenn Tessers (310) 429-5222
Redwood Coast (Eureka) 5/13/10 Pat Zimmerman (707) 498-0984
Bakersfield	 5/15/10	 Steven	Foster	(661)	203-7515
Westside (Gustine) 5/15/10 Anthony Castro (209) 854-6709
Sacramento 5/22/10 Billy Aston (916) 849-8229 
Eastern Sierra (Bishop) 6/26/10 Doug Brown (760) 937-7963
Morgan	Hill	 7/23/10	 Steve	Balbo	(408)	640-1578
Western Sierra (Sonora) 7/31/10 Ron Colombani (209) 533-2106

Save	Our	California	Deer	Herds	...	
Attend CDA Banquets!
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Multiple Use Managers, Inc
Assisting Private Landowners with 

Wildlife Management Services since 1961

If You Need Professional Help with:
K Private Lands Management (PLM) Plans
K Habitat Assessment & Enhancement
K Integration of Multiple Land Use Practices
K Hunting Program Establishment & Management
K Alternate Outdoor Recreation Programs
K Marketing of Established Hunting Programs

MUM Inc can provide you with the answers

Contact us today for a free assessment of the potential 
options for wildlife management on your ranch

800-557-7087
Website: mumwildlife .com
email: muminc@yahoo.com

Multiple Use Managers Inc
Gordon Long- President
6942 Lawson Road
Valley Springs, CA 95252
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nonprofit, tax-exempt wildlife conserva-
tion organization whose principal goal 
is to improve our California deer herds 
and other wildlife through direct finan-
cial support for habitat improvement 
and research projects. Seventy-five per-
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events goes to projects benefiting deer 
and other wildlife within California.
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Salinas Valley Chapter Loss

     Without those who assist a chapter, there is no CDA. This past year the 
Salinas Valley Chapter lost two men who were important to the chapter and to 
CDA.
     Charles Silva, one of the Salinas Valley Chapter’s longtime committee 
members, passed in February. He had been on the committee for the 14 years 
the chapter has been in existence. He also always attended the Bakersfield 
Chapter Banquets and a few of the Central Coast Chapter Banquets.
     In addition, the chapter’s auctioneer, Roy Gianolini was hurt in a roping 
accident and passed away in December 2009. His daughter will be the auction-
eer at the 2010 banquet in his honor.

Charles Silva was a member of CDA’s
Salinas Valley Chapter.

 November 20, 1927 – February 18, 2010

Roy Gianolini, Auctioneer

A Hunter’s Prayer
By	Charles	M.	Silva	–	1990

Father in Heaven, we pray to give you thanks for the
food we are about to share with one another.

We also pray that you keep us from harm as we walk
in the mountains in search of game.

When we hunt, we promise not to damage the
environment or the habitat that is so vital to the

survival of our wildlife.

And, when the hunt is over, we pray that St.
Christopher, the patron saint of travelers, guides us

safely on our journey home. Amen.

You Meet The Best People at a 
CDA Banquet!
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Field N
otes

      Liana Langford is presented 
with her scholarship check at the 
Chico Banquet for being one of 
this year’s recipients of the Cali-
fornia Deer Association’s annual 
scholarship award. Presenting the 
check to Liana is Past CDA Presi-
dent, Andy Wood (left) and CDA 
Field Director, Pat Fitzmorris.

Doing It For
The Deer

 As you read this, we are right 
in the middle of our banquet 
season and it is a busy time for our 
volunteers. A huge THANK YOU to 
all of our committees that work so 
hard to raise money for California’s 
deer!  Speaking of raising money, 
our Redding Chapter really raised 
the bar this year. They raised three 
times more money than last year 
and have now raised more than a 
million dollars over the last 11 years. 
You heard that right!  The Redding 
Chapter has netted over $1,000,000 in 
11 years. They also set up, manned, 
and took down our booth at the Nor-
Cal Boat, Sport, and RV Show in 
Anderson. They are also organizing 

three hunter safety classes this year 
and having their annual special needs 
youth deer hunt on the Smith Ranch. 
And I am sure there is more! A huge 
thank-you to Wayne Dunham, Jeff 
Schuler, Donn Walgamuth, Dean 
Burroughs, Mike Torres, and all 
the guys and gals who make up the 
Redding Chapter!    
 We also had several other 
“Sold-out” banquets that were very 
successful. The Chico Chapter just 
had its 14th annual dinner and what a 
banquet it was! They have built such 
a reputation for having a first-class 
banquet that folks were practically 
begging to get a ticket even after the 
banquet was sold out! The food, wall 
of guns, great prizes, and awesome 
hunts keep people coming back year 
after year. Thank-you Andy and 
Margo Wood, Kurt Steindorf, Ron 
Lara and the entire committee that 
makes it happen every year. I had two 
banquet attendees approach me at the 
dinner and tell me that they will never 
miss a Chico CDA banquet!  
 We generate the lion’s share of our 
income from local, grassroots chapters 
that hold fundraising banquets. Our 
local chapters are comprised of people 
who volunteer their time and work 
hard at the local level to make these 
banquets possible. A lot of things have 
to happen at the chapter level in order 
to have a successful banquet. You 
need a good leader who coordinates 
the efforts of the committee and you 
need a committee that works together 
to accomplish a common goal. If you 
are a chapter volunteer, please accept 
a gigantic THANK YOU! If you would 
like to join a chapter, please contact 
me or the chapter chairman listed on 

our website at www.caldeer.org.  
 The California Deer Association 
is always evolving and changing. 
We want it to be the best it can be 
and accomplish the most it can for 
our great state’s deer herds. We are 
all in this fight together; our chapter 
representatives, our members, our 
donors and sponsors, our board of 
directors, and myself. I believe we can 
accomplish great things if we work 
together, so if you have ideas for us, 
please let us know your thoughts – 
this is OUR organization.  
 One thing that is on many of our 
minds is the economic situation of our 
state. Everywhere I go it is apparent 
that many people are being affected 
by the sluggish economy. How long 
it will take to turn things around is 
anyone’s guess but one thing that 
really stands out is that despite our 
economic situation, our volunteers 
are very dedicated and want to help 
our deer herds. Yes, the average 
banquet attendee is spending less but 
to have sold-out crowds and have the 
numbers of sponsors and donors  we 
have at the banquets is unbelievable. 
It shows me that we have a strong 
mission statement that outdoors 
people can get behind and support.  
 I want to look back years from 
now and say, “Wow, we really made 
a difference!” I am proud to be part of 
such a great group and I am looking 
forward to getting more things done 
to help OUR California deer.

Good Hunting!  

Pat Fitzmorris
CDA Field Director

CDA
Scholarship

Winner
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2009 CDA

Sharing the Tradition Hunts

     Over the past six years, the Cali-
fornia Deer Association’s Sharing the 
Tradition program has had the plea-
sure of sending a total of 115 junior 
hunters and their adult chaperones 
on a unique guided deer hunt. Ju-
niors were selected in a free, random 
drawing. The hunts took place on the 
famous 270,000-acre Tejon Ranch, 
located in the Tehachapi Mountains 
just south of Bakersfield.
     Of the 115 lucky winners for these 
antlerless deer hunts, 114 harvested 
a deer. More importantly though, 

they all took home memories to last a 
lifetime. For more than 90% of these 
junior hunters, this was the first deer 
taken. CDA hopes that by sharing our 
hunting  tradition with these juniors 
through this experience, that hunt-
ing will continue to be a tradition for 
them.
     Over the years CDA has been 
fortunate to have a number of spon-
sors for these hunts, including Federal  
Premium Ammunition, Barnes Bullets, 
Alpen Optics, Hunter’s Specialties, 
and Birchwood Casey.

      Of course, all of this would not 
have been possible without the 
generous sponsorship of Tejon Ranch 
and Don Geivet, the Vice President 
of Ranch Operations and Wildlife 
Management. Don arranged for 
outstanding guides and one-on-one 
guide service for every hunter, plus  
first-class lodging on the ranch.
     CDA and the Tejon Ranch are 
looking forward to the 2010 hunting 
season so we can share the tradition 
with more lucky junior hunters.
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Sharing the Tradition
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Sharing the Tradition
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Slinkard Valley Wildlife Area 
Browse Protection and Enhancement Project

By Timothy Taylor
California Department of Fish and Game

 The Slinkard Valley Wildlife Area 
(SVWA) Browse Enhancement and 
Protection Project was conducted 
from October 15 to November 24, 
2009. The SVWA is located in north-
west Mono County, in hunt zone 
X12. The goal of the project is to 
protect and enhance browse condi-
tions for wintering mule deer within 
a 4,100-acre project area located on 
the SVWA. The project area includes 
critical winter range for hundreds of 
mule deer (Odocoileus hemionus) from 
the West Walker herd.
 The primary objectives of the 
project are to: 1) protect remaining 
mixed stands of antelope bitterbrush 
(Purshia tridentata) and big sagebrush 
(Artemisia tridentata) to loss from 
wildfire by eliminating continuous 
brush and pinyon pine (Pinus mono-
phylla) – western juniper (Juniperus 
occidentalis) fuel conditions; and 
2) increase browse production by 

reducing pinyon pine competition and 
encroachment. This project will help 
protect and enhance some of the last 
remaining unburned bitterbrush habi-
tat and important winter browse in the 
western portion of the West Walker 
herd winter range. The importance of 
protecting this remaining unburned 
habitat is accentuated by the addition-
al loss of winter habitat to develop-
ment on adjacent private lands in both 
California and Nevada.
 Work conducted on the project in 
fall 2009 included brush mowing, and 
pinyon and juniper tree cutting and 
piling. The Department of Fish and 
Game (DFG) was awarded $24,000 
from CDA for a portion of the pinyon 
pine cut and pile. The Bureau of Land 
Management (BLM) provided match-
ing funds totaling $158,200 for the 
brush mowing and the remainder of 
the pinyon-juniper cut and pile. The 
total cost of the project was $182,200. 

All work was conducted in consulta-
tion with Bureau of Land Manage-
ment biologist, Steve Nelson, and 
BLM fuels manager, Dale Johnson.

Project Area
 The project area includes 4,100 
acres located on the DFG’s Slinkard 
Valley Wildlife Area in Mono County 
(Figure 1). The wildlife area com-
prises approximately 7,000 acres 
of critical mule deer winter range 
for the West Walker herd. Average 
elevation of the project area is 5,800 
feet. Topography is variable, ranging 
from flat and moderately rolling on 
the valley floor, to steep and rocky on 
the canyon slopes. Major vegetation 
types include pinyon-juniper, aspen, 
montane riparian, bitterbrush, east-
side pine, sagebrush, wet meadow, 
and irrigated pasture (Mayer and 
Laudenslayer, 1988).

Methods
 The contractor, Patty’s Forestry 
Services, was hired and supervised 
by the BLM. Post-project inspections 
were completed by the DFG and 
BLM. Two primary brush treatments 
were used: mow and mulch, and 
hand-cut and pile. For the mow-
and-mulch treatment, a mower was 
used to create 350-foot wide fuel 
breaks located along existing 2-track 
roads. Numerous 30x30-foot islands 
of brush and trees were retained 
to provide edge cover for deer and 
other wildlife. In addition, pinyon-
juniper trees were retained along 
a drainage at the northern edge 
of the project area to protect from 
erosion and provide security cover 
for wildlife. The hand-cut-and-pile 
treatment employed a 15-man crew 
with chainsaws and loppers to hand 
cut pinyon-juniper trees within the 
project area. Tree limbs and stems 
were then hand and machine piled 

PROJECTS
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for burning during the fall and winter 
of 2010-2011, when safe, favorable 
conditions permit.

Results
 Work on the project was conduct-
ed from October 15 to November 24, 
2009. A total of 1,330 acres within the  
project area were treated. These 1,330 
acres included 182 acres of mowing 
to create fuel breaks and 1,148 acres 
of pinyon-juniper cutting and pil-
ing. The $24,000 awarded by CDA 
funded a total of 475 acres of pinyon-
juniper cutting and piling (475 acres 
@ $50.52/acre). Many of the trees 
removed were large 20- to 50-year-
old pinyon pine and western junipers 
that had encroached into antelope 
bitterbrush stands. Removal of these 
larger trees, along with thousands 
of smaller pinyon-juniper trees, will 
increase browse production by reduc-
ing competition for water and soil 
nutrients.

Monitoring
 Post-treatment assessment will 
include monitoring for the potential 
invasion of noxious weeds (e.g., cheat 
grass), especially in areas where soil 
disturbance occurred. Plant species 
composition and abundance will 

be evaluated annually over the next 
several years and compared with that 
of remaining untreated areas. Rela-
tive deer use of the treatment areas 
will be compared with that of adjacent 
untreated areas using pellet counts. 

Management Implications and 
Future Work
 The West Walker deer herd pro-
vides significant hunting opportunity 
in California’s zone X12. In 2008, 
this extremely popular hunting zone 
provided quality buck hunting oppor-
tunities for 200 archery and 850 rifle 
hunters. Historically, hunter success 
in zone X12 is among the highest in 
the state, averaging 24% from 2006-
2008. During the 2008 season, hunters 
harvested a number of mature trophy-
quality bucks from summer range 
occupied by the West Walker herd. 
Browse protection and enhancement 
projects within remaining unburned 
portions of Slinkard Valley will help 
to promote fawn survival and recruit-
ment by reducing competition among 
deer for limited forage resources.
Increased fawn recruitment through 
these habitat restoration efforts will 
help to maintain buck ratios and a 
quality deer hunting experience for 
zone X12 hunters.

 During year one, 1,330 acres were 
treated within the 4,100-acre SVWA 
project area. Plans for year two of the 
project would include a cooperative 
effort between the BLM and DFG for 
additional pinyon-juniper reduction 
on the remaining 2,770 acres of the 
project area.

Acknowledgments
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ment for helping to design and fund 
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Left photo:
Pre-project looking 
north along main 
access road through
Slinkard Valley. 
Right photo:
Brush mower cut-
ting brush along 
main access road.

Left photo:
Pre-project looking 
northeast at dense 
pinyon pine tree
encroachment.
Right photo:
Post-project looking 
northeast at large area 
of pinyon pine tree 
removal.
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Mendocino Black-tailed Deer Study
Quarterly Report Summary

Study Goals and Current Status
 The Mendocino Black-tailed 
Deer project is a collaborative effort 
between the California Department 
of Fish and Game (DFG) and the 
University of California, Davis to 
investigate the factors limiting the 
black-tailed deer (Odocoileus hemio-
nus columbianus) population in the 
Mendocino National Forest and sur-
rounding private lands. The study is 
intended to provide information that 
is necessary for the management of 
black-tailed deer in the area.  
 The first phase of the study was 
initiated in June 2009. Adult female 
deer were captured during June and 
August in various locations in the 
Mendocino National Forest and fitted 
with GPS collars. The locations 

gleaned from these collars will be 
used to identify wintering and fawn-
ing habitat, and to determine habitat 
selection and use. In late June and 
early July, fawns were captured in 
high-elevation summer range areas. 
Each fawn was weighed, measured, 
and fitted with a small radio ear tag. 
All fawns and adult female deer were 
monitored daily from June through 
September, and all mortalities were 
investigated and analyzed. Mortal-
ity analysis included using predation 
analysis protocols and collecting DNA 
samples to determine predator spe-
cies.
 During the winter, adults and sur-
viving fawns are monitored weekly. 
The cougar component of the study 
will also be initiated this winter, and 

a sample of cougars will be captured 
and fitted with satellite GPS collars to 
determine cougar predation rates and 
diet.
 This year the second phase of the 
study will begin. The second phase 
will include capturing and collaring 
adult females in lower elevation ar-
eas, capturing and monitoring fawns 
in both low and high elevation areas, 
assessing deer habitat quality, and 
conducting deer and predator rela-
tive abundance surveys.

Adult Mortality
 Only two collared adult deer 
have died during the study so far. At 
this point in the study, adult female 
survival rates are typical of stable 
deer populations. The cause of the 
two deaths is awaiting analyses of 
DNA evidence and bone marrow 
analysis. Bone marrow analyses and 
DNA evidence results will determine 
whether the deaths were due to star-
vation, disease, or predation.

Fawn Mortality
 Fawn mortality rates for the first 
season were within the normal range 
expected for deer populations. Twen-
ty percent (20%) of fawns survived 
the summer months, and predation 
was the primary cause of death. 
Researchers tentatively determined 
predator identity at the kill site, but 
these results are preliminary and 
awaiting confirmation by analysis of 
DNA samples.
 Rigorous handling protocols 
were followed to minimize all pos-
sible capture effects on fawns. Han-
dling time was 5 minutes or less for 
each captured fawn, and precautions 
were taken to control human scent. 
Fawn mortalities were also analyzed 
to detect any effect of capture, such 
as abandonment by the mother or 
increased predation. If capture and 
handling had some effect, more mor-
tality should occur in the 2-3 days fol-
lowing capture than any other time. 
Fawn mortality was scattered with 
no apparent pattern, indicating that 
capture did not have an effect.

Photo by Donn Walgamuth
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CDA Banquets!
North Valley Chapter, 2010
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Habitat Happenings

Live	Oaks

 In the last issue of California 
Deer, we discussed a few of the 
more important deciduous oak spe-
cies in California. In this issue, we’ll 
cover the more important evergreen 
oaks or live oaks as they are also 
commonly referred. Because there 
are so many oak species, subspe-
cies and hybrids, we are again only 
discussing the three species that are 
most useful to deer and other wild-
life, and the most widely distrib-
uted: the California live oak (aka 
coast live oak), the interior live oak 
and the canyon live oak.
 We’ll begin with the relatively 
low-elevation California (coast) live 
oak, Quercus agrifolia, which is, as 
its name implies, found primarily 
along the Coast, Transverse and 
Peninsular ranges from Mendo-
cino County to parts of San Diego 
County. It ranges from sea level to 
3,000 feet in the north, to sea level 
to 5,000 feet in Southern California. 

It ranges in size from 20 to roughly 
80 feet tall on good sites, and up to 
4½ feet in diameter. It’s the rounded 
dark-leaved oak commonly seen 
along U. S. Highway 101 and many 
other highways and county roads 
in its range. In the northern portion 
of its range, it frequently occurs 
in mixed evergreen forests where 
it grows with valley oak, tanoak, 
Pacific madrone, blue oak, Cali-
fornia black oak, interior live oak, 
California bay, gray pine, and coast 
Douglas fir. Southern oak wood-
lands are dominated by coast live 
oak. Southern California coast live 
oak woodland also has a chaparral 
phase, dominated by shrubby coast 
live oak. Canyon live oak, gray pine, 
California bay, wedgeleaf ceano-
thus, chamise, and manzanita are 
commonly associated with coast live 
oak in chaparral habitats. In ripar-
ian areas, coast live oak occurs with 
sycamore, white and red alder, and 

Fremont cottonwood.
      Coast live oak is the only 
live oak whose acorns develop 
in one year, although some 
may hang on until the follow-
ing spring. Acorns are 1 to 
1½ inches long and about a ½ 
inch wide. Acorn production 
varies between years, but this 
oak is fairly productive when 
compared to other oak species. 
Mast production is variable 
across the oaks in California, 
and interestingly enough, also 
synchronized between several 
oak species. Some years, oaks 
of almost all species are loaded 
with acorns, and other years, 
almost none are produced. 
In poor years, up to 90% of 
the oaks will have no acorns. 
Research so far has found no 
consistent correlation for this 
boom-and-bust cycle. 
      Coast live oak woodlands 
are some of the most important 

habitats to wildlife in California. 
These communities are preferred 
habitat for black bear and deer. 
In chaparral areas where shrubs 
predominate, coast live oak stands 
with an understory of mixed shrubs 
and forbs are critical to deer. Coast 
live oak provides browse for deer 
and various rodents, hares and 
rabbits. Deer, black bear, feral pig, 
rodents, and various upland game 
and nongame birds consume the 
acorns heavily, which are about 
6% protein, 17% fat and 55% car-
bohydrates. Livestock also readily 
consume the acorns.
 As an aside, the coast live oak is 
the preferred firewood for a “true” 
Santa Maria-style barbecue, where 
it’s called red oak. Other oak wood 
may be used, but purists insist that 
there is something special about 
tri-tip or top sirloin cooked over 
a hot bed of red oak coals. The 
author tends to agree. Because of its 
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regenerative capacity, this oak can 
be used for firewood without too 
much concern of overharvest, un-
like the deciduous oaks discussed 
in the last issue.
 The interior live oak, Q. 
wislizenii, occurs from Siskiyou 
and Shasta counties of Northern 
California south along the 
foothills of the Sierra Nevada 
and inner Coast Ranges into 
northern Mexico. Other conifer or 
hardwood associates of interior 
live oak include coastal live oak, 
Douglas fir, Jeffrey pine, redwood, 
ponderosa pine, cottonwoods, 
tanoak, and Pacific madrone. 
Commonly associated understory 
species include manzanita, 
ceanothus, birchleaf mountain-
mahogany, hazel, toyon, yerba 
santa, redberry, chamise, poison 
oak, California redbud, sagebrush, 
and rabbitbrush. Serviceberry, 
snowberry, raspberries, and 
oceanspray are common plant 
associates in timbered areas.
 Interior live oak can grow 
in small, dense groves of evenly 
spaced individuals, but it may also 
occur in shrubby thickets within 
mixed-conifer forests. Interior live 
oak is well-represented in oak 
chaparral or montane chaparral. 
Plants may reach 30 to 75 feet 
in height or assume a shrub-like 
growth form with heights of only 
8 to 10 feet. Because of its often 
shrubby form, it can provide 
important thermal and hiding 
cover in much of its range. Acorn 
production varies annually, and in 
some years relatively few acorns 
are produced. Acorns are about 
½ inch wide and 1 to 1 ½ inches 
long. Interior live oak does not 
generally produce acorns in great 
quantity, but larger crops are 
usually produced at 5- to 7-year 
intervals. More deer move to winter 
ranges earlier in years of abundant 
acorn production than in years of 
acorn failure. It is important for 
winter browse by black-tailed deer, 
but one study showed a foliage 
use of only about 15%, so it’s not 
particularly preferred.
 As with most oaks, the mast 
crop is very important to a wide 
variety of wildlife, including deer, 
black bear, feral pigs, rodents, 

lagomorphs, and a wide variety of 
birds – both songbirds as well as 
upland game such as turkey and 
quails. During periods of lower 
rainfall, the mast crop is particularly 
important, since most other foods 
have already been consumed by fall, 
or have not yet started to come on in 
response to the expected fall rains.
 This oak, generally living in 
fire-prone areas, has developed 
a strong response to fire: crown 
sprouting. Just some of the tree or 
the entire tree above ground can 
burn, but within weeks, it starts to 
sprout from the large root crown or 
bole. This is particularly important 
in the chaparral habitat type where 
it is often a major component. This 
species may live to 150 to 200 years. 
 Canyon live oak, Q. chrysolepis, 
is the most widely distributed oak in 
California, occurring in the Klamath 
Mountains, the Coast Ranges, the 
west slope of the Sierra Nevada, 
and the Transverse and Peninsular 
ranges. Its height ranges from less 
than 15 feet to 100 feet tall and up to 
10 ½ feet diameter at breast height. 
Its growth form varies depending 
on the site. It grows as a shrub 
and may form dense thickets on 
mountain slopes and ridgetops, and 
it grows as a tree in sheltered, moist 
canyons. Its size generally increases 
with soil depth, as is common with 
most plants. In open areas the 
crown is dense, wide-spreading, 
and reaches nearly to the ground. In 
closed stands the crown is smaller 
in diameter and concentrated in the 
top half of the tree. It also may be a 
low shrub in dry, open habitats. The 
mature bark is gray and scaly. This 
tree may live up to 300 years under 
good conditions.
 Canyon live oak generally 
regenerates on a site after a fire, 
regardless of the fire severity, due to 
its ability to establish from sprouts 
or from acorns. Canyon live oak 
regenerates by sprouting from the 
root crown or bole after it is dam-
aged or top-killed by fire. It can 
sprout within weeks after a fire, 
advancing regeneration and helping 
to maintain canyon live oak cover. 
Top-killed canyon live oak exhibits a 
particularly strong sprouting re-
sponse. 

 As with virtually all oak 
species, canyon live oak is a 
valuable food source for many 
wildlife species, including acorn 
woodpeckers, western scrub 
jays, Steller’s jays, band-tailed 
pigeons, wild turkeys, mountain 
quail, ground squirrels, western 
gray squirrels, woodrats, and 
crows. Deer feed on canyon live 
oak foliage and twigs throughout 
the year in California. Live oaks 
provide a dependable food source 
for deer and other wildlife, 
particularly in late fall through 
winter. Sprouting oaks, including 
canyon live oak, provide browse 
for wildlife following wildfires. 
Palatability of canyon live oak 
foliage is generally low, although 
it is considered highly palatable 
to Columbian black-tailed deer. 
Acorns are large and ellipsoidal in 
shape, 1 to 3 inches long, and ½ to 
1.3 inches wide. The canyon live 
oak begins to produce acorns at 
about 20 years of age. On average, 
trees have high acorn production 
once every 2 to 3 years, but they 
are fairly consistent producers over 
time.
 As we bring this article to a 
close, we know that we’ve been 
unable to discuss many oaks that 
are important to California wildlife 
in some way. Space limits us in 
what we can present in each issue, 
but if you would like to learn more 
about this important group of trees, 
several popular books are available. 
Also, if you would like to see 
additional focus on this or another 
group of wildlife-important tree, 
shrub or herbaceous  species, let us 
know, and we’ll try to include that 
in a future issue of California Deer.

Jim Lidberg
CDA Project Committee Chairman

Sources:
U. S. Forest Service, Fire Effects 
Information System;
U. S. Dept. of Agriculture, NRCS 
Plants Database;
Western Assn. of Fish and Wildlife 
Agencies, Mule Deer Working Group:  
Habitat Guidelines for Mule Deer, 
California Woodland Chaparral 
Ecoregion



14 California Deer

Members Afield

Kirt Andrus and Jim Gianolini took limits of 
quality ducks before noon on a waterfowl hunt 
donated to the Salinas Valley Chapter by Ron Lara 
of Western Wildlife Adventures. Lara was the 
guide for this hunt. When you see a hunt offered by 
Western Wildlife Adventures in the auction list at 
a CDA banquet, you can be sure it is a quality hunt 
whether it is for waterfowl, turkey or big game.

Three CDA members 
from Chico were able 
to bag nice mule deer 
bucks during the 
2009 season in zone 
X5b. Pictured are left 
Barry Jones, right Steve 
Vance, and lower left 
Tim Williams.

Donna Richardson (right photo) and I had a great 2009 bear season. We were high bidders at the California 
Houndsmen for Conservation dinner in August 2009. The proceeds went for a great cause - to help protect our 
hunting rights and conservation. Donna’s bear was around 250 pounds and mine was about 400 pounds. Also my 
bear was 6’4” in length. Donna shot her bear with her 45-70 and I shot mine with my Bowtech bow. I am pictured 
holding the bear’s head in the left photo.  Ben Nuckolls
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Members Afield
Chrysti Marine, CDA member and 

volunteer for the Mt. St. Helena 
Chapter, shot this Buck of a Lifetime 

using a 30.06 Weatherby she won 
at last year’s dinner. The Kansas 
whitetail hunt was offered at the 

event and guided by the co-chair of 
the Chapter, Kim Suenram (right).  

This hunt will be auctioned again at 
this year’s banquet.

Brian Meadows of Bakersfield took this great management buck 
on Tejon Ranch during the 2009 season. The high rack sported a 
large fork on the right and three points on the left.

CDA member Mike Hattam let us know that 2009 turned out to be an exceptional year for him. His 
annual archery elk hunt in Idaho allowed him to call in this spike bull which only went 80 yards after 
a well-placed arrow. Drawing a tag for a special late-season archery deer hunt in California provided 
the opportunity for him to hang his tag on this heavy horned, 22 1/2 inch wide x 17 1/2 inch high, 4x3 
blacktail.

Attention CDA 
Members!

Share your days afield with other 
members by sending us your 
photos. Take those pictures on the 
highest resolution at which your 
camera can be set and email them 
to Jerry@WesternHunter.com.
Be sure to include some informa-
tion like you see with the photos 
on the Members Afield pages.
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 W interhawk is a full-time professional outfitter  
operating on nearly 250 square miles of 

Western Colorado’s majestic Flat Tops Wilderness. 
We provide fully guided and quality drop camp 
elk, mule deer and  bighorn sheep hunts in prime 
national forest and wilderness land that is accessible 
by horseback and mule pack string only, plus winter 
mountain lion hunts at lower elevations. We also  
offer wilderness trout fishing, summer horse-
back vacations and an accredited Outfitters, Guides 
& Packers School. We’ve built our reputation on  
providing great fair-chase hunting, excellent camps, 
quality stock and highly personalized service.

A r c h e r y   n   r i f l e   n   M u z z l e l o A d i n g

O f f e r i n g  t h e  f i n e s t  i n 

True WesTern-sTyle 
horsebAck  

big gAMe hunTing 
i n  c O l O r a d O ’ s  P r i m i t i v e  

f l a t  t O P s  W i l d e r n e s s

W i n t e r h a W k  O u t f i t t e r s
19 5 6 1  K i m b a l l  C r e e K  r O a d 

C O l l b r a n ,  C O l O r a d O  8 1 6 2 4

( 9 7 0 )  4 8 7 - 3 0 1 1 
www.w interhawk .com   •   hunt@winterhawk .com

p r o f e s s i o n a l l y   o u t f i t t i n g   s i n c e   1 9 8 2

 The California Deer Association 
and many other fine organizations 
continue to support youth programs 
involving hunting, outdoors and 
shooting sports. This past January, 
the California Deer Association’s 
Sacramento Chapter joined the Yolo 
County Pheasants Forever (thanks 
Mark Breckner and committee) to co-
sponsor a pheasant hunt in the Delta 
for 60 youths.
 Spread over two weekends, the 
junior hunters were treated to a half-
day in the field with a chance to take 
up to three birds. A safety chaperone, 
dog handler, and a hardworking 

pooch accompanied each junior hunter 
in the field. Several lucky youths were 
also joined by photographer Lacey 
Dorn who took photos of the action. 
 When not in the field, junior hunt-
ers were able to utilize the trap range, 
before or after hunting, until all others 
had concluded their hunt. Then, par-
ents, hunters, safety chaperones, dog 
handlers and other volunteers were 
treated to a down-home barbecue 
lunch, complete with all the fixin’s. 
 Each hunt day was capped off 
by a raffle of prizes for all youth in 
attendance. A Grand Finale raffle for 
Remington shotguns culminated the 

Youth Hunting Heritage Program

events for two lucky juniors each day. 
Sound interesting, sound fun? It was! 
Get a child outdoors and experience 
it yourself!.  

Note: Sadly, one of the winners of the 
shotguns, 16-year-old Hanford resident 
Crystal Colleen Thornton, granddaugh-
ter of longtime CDA supporters Wayne 
and Norma Thornton of Rio Linda, 
passed away unexpectedly of a previously 
undiagnosed heart condition. She scored 
her first pheasants at this event and re-
cently bagged her first deer. Crystal loved 
to hunt and fish with her dad and family, 
and she will be dearly missed.

CDA Director and Sacramento Chapter mem-
ber Oscar Ramirez (left) poses with shotgun 
winner Crystal Colleen Thornton, and Mark 
Breckner of Yolo County Pheasants Forever.



California Deer          19

 W interhawk is a full-time professional outfitter  
operating on nearly 250 square miles of 

Western Colorado’s majestic Flat Tops Wilderness. 
We provide fully guided and quality drop camp 
elk, mule deer and  bighorn sheep hunts in prime 
national forest and wilderness land that is accessible 
by horseback and mule pack string only, plus winter 
mountain lion hunts at lower elevations. We also  
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Visit us at Booth 815/817 SCI Convention at Reno Jan 20-23, 2010
To contact us directly, Free phone: 1-866-908-5794,  

Phone: +64 3 443 7555, 
Email: info@cardronasafaris.com. For further information,  

and to view our gallery, visit our website.

Hunt Red Stag, Elk / Wapiti, Fallow Buck, Tahr and Chamois
set amongst New Zealand’s most scenic location.

World 
Class 

Trophies

World 
Class 

Trophies

Elk TahrChamois
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Update

2010	State	Legislative	Session
 The California State Legislature 
reconvened on January 4, 2010, to 
complete work on several hundred 
bills still in limbo from last year and 
to usher in the 2010 session. Even 
though COHA was able to defeat or 
amend several measures of impor-
tance to the hunting and shooting 
community, we may see many of the 
same bills reappear in 2010.
 Legislators have finalized their 
bill packages and formally introduced 
them. Various bills of concern were 
introduced and COHA staff will con-
tinue to closely monitor them. Stay 
tuned for what is likely to be a very 
busy year as COHA will be active in 
numerous pieces of legislation. Below 
is a brief summary of the COHA-

sponsored bills under consideration, 
and a few other items of interest. 

2010 COHA-Sponsored Legislation

SB 1058 (Harman) Hunting License 
Stamp/Tag	Fiscal	Oversight
 Despite garnering near unanimous 
support in the State Legislature last 
year, Governor Arnold Schwarzeneg-
ger vetoed COHA-sponsored Senate 
Bill 589, which would have prevented 
hunting license tag/stamp monies 
from being misused for nongame 
conservation or nonhunting purposes 
by closing loopholes in state law and 
increasing transparency over the use 
of the monies. 
 In response to the Governor’s 
veto and following a recent meeting 

with the Governor’s staff, COHA and 
Senator Tom Harman (R-Huntington 
Beach) have decided to introduce 
SB 1058 which is similar to SB 589 
(2009) but with some slight modifica-
tions. We hope to work closely with 
the Governor’s office as the new bill 
moves forward. SB 1058 had its first 
hearing on March 23rd in the Senate 
Natural Resources and Water Com-
mittee.

AB 979 (Berryhill) Ban on Local 
Governments	Interfering	With	
Hunting/Fishing	Activities
  AB 979 (Berryhill) would help 
keep cities and counties from in-
terfering with hunting and fishing 
activities. The bill is being sponsored 
by COHA in response to increasing 
efforts by urban cities and counties 
to arbitrarily restrict hunting activi-
ties within their jurisdictions, mostly 
due to local anti-hunting sentiment. 
This has occurred most recently with 
the cities of Hercules and Mountain 
View in the Bay Area, as well as 
with Morro Bay in San Luis Obispo 
County. The bill would preempt local 

continued on page 22
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government ordinances that do not 
have a legitimate public safety pur-
pose and reaffirm the California Fish 
and Game Commission’s primary 
authority over the regulation of fish 
and game. AB 979 is currently on 
the Senate Floor.

AB 1254 (Berryhill) Streamlines 
Fish and Game Commission Meet-
ing Schedule 
 AB 1254 (Berryhill) is a measure 
that seeks to minimize costs associ-
ated with the California Fish and 
Game Commission (Commission) 
meeting schedule. This measure 
would reduce the required number 
of regular Commission meetings 
from ten to eight annually and al-
low up to three meetings to be held 
each year in Sacramento. Making 
this adjustment will likely save tens 
of thousands of dollars and reduce 
pressure on hunter-generated mon-
ies.
 Additionally, AB 1254 will be 
amended in June to include provi-
sions pertaining to the take of per-
egrine falcons for falconry purposes, 

increasing hunting opportunity for 
bighorn sheep, clarifying navigable 
waters hunting regulations and 
providing incentives to recruit and 
retain hunter education instructors.  
Stay tuned for additional informa-
tion. AB 1254 passed out of the As-
sembly and is currently in the Senate 
Rules Committee.   

2010 COHA-Opposed Legislation

AB 2223 - Prohibition of Lead Shot 
on State Wildlife Areas
 Assembly Member Pedro Nava 
(D-Santa Barbara) has introduced 
AB 2223, legislation which would 
prohibit the use of lead shot on state 
Wildlife Management Areas (WMAs) 
operated by the Department of Fish 
and Game (DFG). Violators of the 
bill’s provisions would be subject to 
a $500 fine on the first offense. 
 COHA must strongly oppose this 
measure because it would ensure 
that politics, rather than science, 
dictate the state’s hunting regula-
tions and management of wildlife. 
The bill would not only undermine 

the Constitutional authority of the 
California Fish and Game Commis-
sion – the regulatory body tasked 
with determining the precise meth-
ods of take for hunting and the 
specific public use regulations for 
each WMA – but also remove any 
meaningful scientific review and 
analysis of the effects of lead shot 
by providing an exemption from the 
California Environmental Quality 
Act (CEQA). 
 
2010/2011 State Budget

 Governor Arnold Schwarzeneg-
ger has released his proposed Fiscal 
Year 2010/2011 state budget, which 
seeks to close a massive $21 bil-
lion dollar deficit. To help bridge 
the budget shortfall, Governor 
Schwarzenegger is proposing to raid 
hunting and fishing program fund-
ing by $5 million dollars. COHA 
recently testified in a Senate Bud-
get Committee hearing against the 
proposed cut. COHA will continue 
to work this issue and represent the 
interests of sportsmen.
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Visit our website at:

www.nevadaoutfitters.org

Nevada Outfitters and Guides Association
NOGA members are required to adhere to a strict code of
ethics. These standards not only protect our clients but
also promote a safe and enjoyable experience. This gives
you the confidence of hiring the right guide or outfitter for
your next trip into Nevada’s Great Outdoors! See what the
beautiful Nevada countryside has to offer you with a guide
or outfitter who has your best interest at heart.
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