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CDA President’s Message

CDA Dreaming

Each year in April the
Department of Fish and Game
publishes its annual Big Game
Hunting booklet. Its pages are filled
with tables showing the hunts for
the upcoming
season and lots of
statistics regarding
last year’s hunts,
including the
number of hunters
who put in for each
drawing, how many
Preference Points it
took to be drawn,
the hunter success
rate for the different
hunts, etc.

From the time
the booklet gets into
hunters’ hands until
the early June application deadline,
many hunters spend hours poring
over this information. Each hunter
is trying to decide what their odds
might be for the different hunts
before making their final decisions.

A few years ago the DFG
implemented the Modified
Preference Point System in an
attempt to give hunters who were
persistent in applying each year a
better chance than merely the luck
of the draw. Of course, the problem
is there are never enough tags for
the number of hunters who would
like to participate in these special
hunts. Consequently, a large
number of unlucky hunters each
year must look for an alternative to
the hunt that was their first choice.

If the California Deer
Association (CDA) could have its
wildest dream come true, California
would have a deer population
which would provide the number
of hunting opportunities as do
some of the southern states such as
Louisiana. Just tell a deer hunter
from there that we have a drawing
for deer tags and they will look at
you funny. Why? Because in their
state there is no drawing — the

seasons are long and they just buy
the tags over the counter.

While this dream is probably
next to impossible for California,
CDA is doing its best to help

improve — or at least
stabilize — the deer
populations in our state
and also offer
additional hunting
opportunities. CDA has
helped the DFG open
additional public
hunting opportunities
on the Big Chico Creek
Preserve and Canada de
los Osos Ecological
Reserve. CDA over the
past three years has also
provided free junior
deer hunts via a public

drawing. So far, CDA has given 45
junior hunters the experience of a
fully guided hunt-of-a-lifetime for
antlerless deer on the fabulous
270,000-acre Tejon Ranch.

I would like to announce that
again this year CDA will be provid-
ing 20 junior hunters with antlerless
deer tags for guided hunts on the
Tejon Ranch. These hunts will be
given away in a free drawing open
to the public. Those juniors who are
drawn will also receive products
from our sponsors, Winchester
Ammunition, Alpen Optics and
Birchwood Casey. See page 5 for
details and an entry form.

Another great big thank you
goes to Vail and Vickers and to
Multiple User Managers for
providing CDA another first by
donating five youth hunts on the
famous Santa Rosa Island this year
for auction at CDA dinners.

Continue to dream the dream,
but in the meantime thanks for your
continued support in helping make
these CDA projects come true.

Andy Wood
President
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2007 Banquet Season Dates
Chapter Banquet Date Contact

Mt. Diablo (Walnut Creek) 5-12-07 Al DiPrima (925) 672-6026

Westside (Gustine) 5-19-07 Anthony Castro (209) 854-6709

Central Valley (Fresno) 6-02-07 Jerry Kemp Sr. (559) 323-4111

Eastern Sierra (Bishop) 6-16-07 Bob Wilson (760) 873-5600

Sacramento 7-14-07 Oscar Ramirez (916) 688-8469

Why Should ALL California Hunters
Support CDA?

By Rich Krona

Let me try to answer this
question for our hunters.

CDA is a nonprofit
conservation organization that
with your support can repair
habitat, reduce roadkill, resolve
predator control issues, increase
hunter opportunity, recruit
junior hunters, fight for hunter
rights, lobby to kill or pass
legislation, purchase easements
in migratory areas to assure that
California’s deer can reach their
winter grounds, fund research
and education projects, award
scholarships, provide a handicap
hunter program, fund deer-
related research, form ecological
partnerships, and INCREASE
OUR DEER NUMBERS.

This is a large shopping list.
Each day new challenges are
added to the list that CDA will
be required to resolve. As an
individual hunter your only way
to assist with these challenges is
to join CDA. If you stand alone
you cannot hope to resolve these
challenges.

Time is not on our side.
Hunters must act NOW. The
population of our state is more
than 37 million people and of
that number, less than 1%
purchased a hunting license to
hunt  game in California in 2006.
Of the hunters who did purchase

a hunting license in 2006, over
50% are over 50 years of age.

CDA gets more than 94% of
its membership from the
banquet system. Most people
who attend our banquets and
then are unable to attend the
next year do not renew their
memberships. WE need to
resolve this situation. Donors
and politicians require large
membership numbers in order
to take their issues seriously and
work to institute them. If your
organization is below their
target number, you will not
receive their support. The
support of these groups is vital
to our mission.

Each and every hunter
should be a spokesperson for
CDA. If you are currently a
member, please request that
your hunting buddies know
about CDA and ask that they
join in our effort. They do not
have to attend a banquet to help
with the challenges all hunters
face. With each membership our
voice becomes stronger. If they
can attend a banquet or even
want to form a new chapter that
will offer a banquet in your area,
GREAT, but assist us with
recruiting them as a CDA
member. And, should you be
unable to attend a banquet,

please remember to RENEW YOUR
MEMBERSHIP. CDA is working
hard for ALL California hunters but
we need all hunters to support us in

our efforts.

Help A Chapter

New chapters are forming in
the following areas:

San Diego
Clear Lake
Auburn
Northeastern California

If these chapters are in your
area, help them grow by
pitching in and being part of
the CDA Team.

Interested in starting a CDA
Chapter? Have a question
about CDA banquets, projects
or the organization?

Contact:
Rick Bulloch
CDA Field Director and

Chapter Development

P.O. Box 4806

Petaluma, CA 94955

Phone/Fax:  (707) 992-0390
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ANTLER POINTSThe California
Department of Fish and
Game (DFG) is offering
summer archery classes to
young people who want
to learn basic archery
skills.

This will also be a
great chance to enjoy
wildlife and spend time
outdoors. All classes are
open to youth at least 10
years old and accompa-
nied by a parent or
guardian. Classes cost $15
per youth, which includes
the use of the equipment
and lunch. Parents and
guardians are included in
the lunch at no additional
charge. Pre-registration is
required for all classes
and is open now. Partici-
pants may register online
for all events at
www.dfg.ca.gov/yo.

“Archery is
increasingly becoming a
more popular outdoor
activity and these classes
help provide additional
opportunities for families
to spend time together
outdoors,” said Lesa
Johnston, program
coordinator.

The classes are as
follows: Saturday, June
16, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the
Nevada County Sports-
men Range in Nevada
City; and Saturday, July
14, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the
Feather River Bowmen
Range in Loyalton. Each
class will include basic
archery instruction,
information on types of
equipment, outdoor
ethics, and time spent
shooting on a field
archery course.

These events are co-
sponsored by the Califor-
nia Bowmen/State
Archery Association
(CBH/SAA).

DFG Offers
Archery Classes

R. Judd Hanna, 65, of
Mill Creek, has been
appointed by Governor
Arnold Schwarzenegger
to the California Fish and
Game Commission. For
the past 16 years, Mr.
Hanna has been self-
employed as a rice
farmer and real estate
developer. Hanna previ-
ously served as regional
vice president for the
Grupe Development
Company from 1984 to
1990 and vice president
of the land and farming
corporation, the Novato
Center, from 1980 to
1984. Prior to that, he
served in the U.S. Navy
from 1964 to 1978,
retiring as lieutenant
commander. Hanna is a
founding board member
of the Mill Creek
Conservancy and serves
as secretary for the
California Wildlife
Foundation.

The California Fish
and Game Commission
has been involved in the
management and
sustainable use of
California’s fish and
wildlife resources since
1870, and in 1940 the

New
Commissioner

Preferences
      A Southwick Associ-
ates’ Internet survey
turned up the following
preferences for products
and activities in 2006 by
hunters and shooters.
This list has been
compiled based on the
HunterSurvey.com
service that received
15,424 hunters and target
shooter surveys in 2006.
That year the top brands
and activities included:
• Top game species: deer
(62.4% of all hunters)
• Top shotgun sport: trap
and skeet (40.2% more
participation than sport-
ing clays)
• Top rifle brand:
Remington (17.5% of all
purchases)
• Top shotgun brand:
Remington (24.5% of all
purchases)
• Top muzzleloader
brand: CVA (39.3% of all
purchases)
• Top handgun brand:
Smith & Wesson (20.6% of
all purchases)
• Top scope for firearms:
Tasco (16.8% of all pur-
chases)
• Top blackpowder
brand: Pyrodex (43.4% of
all purchases)
• Top bow brand: PSE
(14.4% of all purchases)
• Top game call brand:
Knight & Hale (17.5% of
all purchases)
• Top knife brand: Buck
(22.5% of all purchases)
• Top scent brand: Tinks
(25.3% of all purchases)
• Top target brand:
Shoot-N-C (36.8% of all
purchases)

A new report shows
25 states performed
better than the national
rate in sales of hunting
licenses, tags and stamps
in 2005. National sales,
the main funding mecha-
nism for state conserva-
tion agencies, set a new
record, topping $723
million.
      The 2005 figures, just
released by the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service,
show total sales rose 2.8
percent from the previous
year, while the number of
customers slipped 1.4
percent, from 14.7 million
to 14.5 million.
      The total number of
U.S. hunters, including
both licensed and non-
licensed, is estimated
much higher than the
14.5 million acknowl-
edged in the federal
report. The National
Sporting Goods Associa-
tion calculates 20.6
million active hunters.
The Outdoor Industry
Association's latest
estimate surpasses 26
million. And in a new
survey commissioned by
the National Shooting
Sports Foundation
(NSSF) and conducted by
independent firm Re-
sponsive Management, 19
percent of Americans,
more than 50 million
people, said they've
hunted in the past two
years.
      Depending on local
laws, non-licensed
hunters may include:
1. Young hunters who
aren't yet required to buy
a license.

Better Hunting
Numbers

 2. Hunters at wing-
shooting and other game
preserves.
3. Landowners hunting
on their own property.
4. Lessees hunting on
land where they reside.
5. Active duty military on
leave.
6. Citizens who hunt only
on free hunting days.
7. Senior citizens no
longer required to buy a
license.

people provided for a
Fish and Game Com-
mission in the State
Constitution.

Upon Senate confir-
mation, Mr. Hanna’s term
will expire January 15,

2013.
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Central Valley Chapter’s 3rd Annual
Youth Outdoors Day

     The CDA Central Valley
Chapter’s 3rd Annual Youth
Outdoors Day was held February
25, 2007 and was a huge success.
     Under cloudy skies and the
threat of rain, Central Valley Youth
Committee chairpersons Jerry
Kemp Jr. and his wife Laura,
chapter members and volunteers
turned out in large numbers to
support the annual event.
     More than 20 youths, ranging
in age from 5 to 16 years, along
with their moms and dads had a
great time in the outdoors.
     The day’s events began with a
pheasant hunt for those up-and-
coming young guns in the chapter,
followed by a barbecue and raffle
at the Kingsburg Gun Club.
     The young  guns were able to
hone their shooting and safety
skills even more with some trap
shooting following the barbecue.
     A big thank you to Jerry and
Laura along with those members
and volunteers who turned out to
make this a successful, fun-filled
day for our local youths.

Dave Schiavon
CDA Central Valley Chapter

The Cover
Bucks like this use cover for shel-
ter and to keep something between
them and those that hunt them.
This buck’s mistake is leaving an
opening between himself and the
person who is looking at him. This
time the buck is fortunate to only
be looking at a photographer hold-
ing his Nikon camera instead of his
hunting weapon of choice.
Photograph by Jeff Dixon.
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many bucks as minutes hunting, I
thought it was a good idea to
follow my guide’s advice and hold
off for a big one.

While riding to the top of the
ridge, we twice stopped to look at
different groups of bucks. By mid-
morning we made our way to the
top where Wes had seen bigger
bucks on previous hunts. We
secured the horses and hunted on
foot. Wes and I moved along the
top of the ridge, working a small
bench below the ridgeline. We saw
several bachelor bucks, but none
extraordinarily larger than the
other deer we had been seeing.

Later that afternoon, we met
up with the other hunters and one
had seen a shooter, but spooked it
while trying a stalk.

The next two days were pretty
much a repeat of the first day. We
would ride out in a different
direction each morning and start
spotting deer almost immediately.
I would legitimately see between
25 to 50 bucks each day.

On the third day Wes and I
decided to go back to the ridge we
had hunted on the first day, while
the others went to another canyon
we had yet to hunt. On the way,

Wes spotted a good buck. We
looked the deer over and he was a
4x4 with good mass and about 27
inches wide. He was across a
canyon and the closest we could
get was 358 yards. I put my 300
WSM on a pair of shooting sticks,
held just over his back and
squeezed off a 180-grain Nosler
Partition bullet. The bullet hit
about an inch above the buck. The
buck and half a dozen other bucks
I had not seen were off at the shot.
We went to the area where the
buck had been and confirmed it
was a clean miss. We looked over
many more bucks that day. I was
more than enjoying riding and
hiking in such remarkable and
game-rich country that I quickly
got over missing such a nice buck.

After eating breakfast in the
cook tent on the fourth day, we
walked out to saddle the horses.
Again, a group of bucks was
spotted above camp. The two
largest were a 23-inch 4x4 and a
27-inch 4x3. The 4x3 looked very
good to me. Wes and I jumped on
our horses and rode for the deer.
We rode down into the bottom of
a canyon and left the horses
behind as we started out of the

timber on the other side. We
worked our way up the face of a
steep, rocky outcropping. Looking
over the rocks, we could see the
deer still feeding in the same area
we had seen them from camp, 219
yards from my current position.
Awkwardly clinging to some large
rocks, I managed to steady my
rifle.

A single shot from my
Winchester Model 70, and the 4x3
was tumbling down a rock slide
area. The deer stopped tumbling
after several hundred yards.
Thankfully, no points broke off
from his antlers. After several
photos, we field dressed the buck
and dragged it down to where we
could get a horse to it.

The other hunters on the trip
never fired a shot. They saw
dozens of bucks each day and
when we left hunting camp, they
went home with special memories
of time and experiences shared. I
left camp with a good buck and
the hope that the next Southern
California Chapter CDA banquet
auction will fall on the weekend

when I take my wife out on a date.

The DFG, in cooperation with
the CDA, will be hosting junior
hunting opportunities on the
4,200-acre Canada de los Osos
(CDLO) Ecological Reserve this
fall. An additional half-day dove
hunt on the Santa Clara County
reserve has been added to the
schedule this year.

To apply for future hunts,
applicants must submit a postcard
with the hunter’s name, address,
telephone number, hunt applied
for, and 2007-2008 junior hunting
license number to:
    Department of Fish and Game
    20 Lower Ragsdale Road
    Monterey, CA 93940
    Attn: CDLO Junior Hunt

Applications may also be
submitted by fax to (831) 649-2894

or email to JDeWald@dfg.ca.gov.
The same information must be
provided.

The application process is the
same for all CDLO hunts. Appli-
cants may only submit a single
application for each hunt and
applications need to be received at
the address above by 5 p.m. on the
hunt deadline. Applications can be

submitted at any time in advance of
the deadline. Applications received
late or incomplete will not be con-
sidered in the draw. Applicants will
be notified of the results by mail.
Those who are selected will receive
additional information, including
maps and special regulations, prior
to their hunt.

Junior Hunting Opportunities

Remaining hunts still to take place at Canada de los Osos are as follows:

Hunt Hunt Dates  # Juniors Deadline

Evening Dove Hunt Sept. 1   5 Aug. 1
Deer Sept. 15-16   4 Aug. 15
Fall Pig Oct. 13-14   5 Sept. 13
Fall Upland Gamebird Nov. 10-11   5 Oct. 10
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Sharing the Tradition
2007 Junior Deer Hunt Drawing

2007 Sharing the Tradition - Entry Form
Name:________________________________________________________________________________
Address: _____________________________________________________________________________
City:___________________________________________________ State:__________ Zip:___________
Telephone:________________________________
Junior Hunting Lic #:______________________ Age:_______ Sex: Male or Female
Adult Contact: Name__________________________________  Telephone________________________
Have you ever hunted deer?  Yes or No   Have you ever taken a deer?  Yes or No
What caliber rifle will you be shooting? ______________________
Hunt Dates: November 9-10, November 10-11, November 16-17, November 17-18
(If you can hunt on more than one date, list the dates in order of preference)
Hunt Date Choices:  1st _____________  2nd _____________ 3rd _______________ 4th _____________

Send entry form to: Sharing the Tradition
P.O. Box 7708
Stockton, CA 95267                                  ( OK to duplicate Entry Form )

Entry Deadline: September 15, 2007

     Here is a chance for  junior
hunters to win one of 20 fully
guided antlerless deer hunts on the
famous 270,000-acre Tejon Ranch.
The California Deer Association
(CDA) and sponsors Tejon Ranch,
Winchester Ammunition, Alpen
Optics and Birchwood Casey will
be providing the guided deer hunts
and some of their products to the
lucky junior hunters who are
drawn for the 2007 hunt.
     This is a free drawing that is
open to all junior hunters with a

valid 2007 California junior
hunting license and unfilled deer
tag. The normal hunt or access fees
will not be charged. Lodging on
the ranch is included. Five junior
hunters will hunt on each of the
four hunt dates. This is a random
drawing conducted by CDA, not
the California Department of Fish
and Game.
     Entry deadline for this year’s
drawing is September 15, 2007.

Rules and Requirements

• Only one hunt can be won per junior
hunter.

• Limit of one entry per junior hunter
(list hunt dates in order of prefer-
ence).

• Applicant must possess a valid 2007/
2008 California Junior Hunting
License.

• Applicant must possess a valid
unfilled 2007 California deer tag (any
zone) or deer tag application to
exchange for the Tejon Ranch PLM
deer tag.

• Listed hunt dates cannot be changed.
• Hunts are nontransferable.
• Hunt acceptance must be confirmed

by September 25, 2007.
• Applicant must be accompanied on

the hunt by an adult. (Space limita-
tions limit this to only one adult.)

• Transportation to the Tejon Ranch is
not included and is the responsibility
of the winner and his/her accom-
panying adult.

• Only winners will be notified.
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I consider myself to be very
fortunate. I have been married for
18 years and my wife and I are
still in love. One of our secrets...
We have never stopped dating
each other. Once a week I will take
her out on a date and the next
week she will do the same for me.
She tends to take me to fine dining
establishments or performing arts
cultural experiences, while I take
her on day hikes in the San
Gabriel Mountains or to the food
court before watching an action
hero movie.

It was my week to date my
wife and I was looking for some-
thing unique when I saw the
Southern California Chapter of the
California Deer Association (CDA)
was holding its second annual
banquet auction. I arranged for
the baby-sitter, got the tickets and
we headed off. We arrived just in
time to give the auction items the
once-over, meet some nice people
and grab seats before the evening
got under way.

One of the auction items that
had my attention was a wilder-
ness horse pack deer hunt in
northern Nevada’s Area 101. Since
I already had two preference

points for deer in Nevada, I was
very interested in this hunt. When
the bidding started, I jumped in
but soon fell out as I did not come
to the auction intending to buy
anything — after all, I was on a
date.

As the auctioneer began to
close the bidding, my wife leaned
over to ask me if it was a good
price for the hunt. I told her it was
going at less than half price. To
that, my wife raised her hand and
the auctioneer acknowledged her
by saying, “Sold.” I really do love
my wife.

The state of Nevada actually
has two nonresident deer tag
drawings. The first is for those
who have booked with an outfitter
and the second is the general
draw. I was able to enter both
drawings, and with the help of my
preference points from the last
two years, I soon held a Nevada
deer tag.

I drove to Elko, Nevada, and
met with outfitter George Corner,
of Great Basin Outfitters. On the
hunt, I was joined by an older
gentleman and his two adult sons,
along with our two guides, Wes
Bennett and Keith Jolly. After

loading the horses and gear into
two trailers, we drove about 15
minutes to the trailhead, off-
loaded and started in.

This was my first venture into
the Ruby Mountains and I was
amazed at how they reminded me
of the Sierras with their many
trout-filled alpine lakes, tall
granite peaks and deep glacial
valleys. I consider myself to be in
fair shape, but living at sea level
in Orange County, I was thankful
to be seeing this country on
horseback as we crested our first
11,000-foot mountain pass. On our
way into camp, we were fortunate
enough to see a number of
bighorn sheep. I had a difficult
time reminding myself that all this
was in the state best known for its
opulent casinos and expansive
deserts.

As we were about to ride out
of camp the next morning, we
spotted our first group of bucks.
Six bucks were working their way
along a ridge. Not 50 yards from
the bucks, two mountain goats
were feeding. After looking over
the deer, we were able to see they
were all three- and four-pointers,
the best being about 20 inches
wide. Since we had not even left
camp, no one was too anxious to
try for one of these.

We saddled up and had not
ridden for more than five minutes
when we spotted another group of
bucks. There were nine bucks in
this group and we could immedi-
ately see they were much better
than the last group. A 24-inch 3x3
with several cheater points
sticking out from each antler
looked good and so did another
buck that would easily go over 28
inches, even though it was only a
3x2. Both had me very excited.

Wes, my guide, told me they
had seen some really good bucks
on the other side of the ridge we
were on, but I could take any buck
I liked. Being 15 minutes into a
five-day hunt and having seen as

That Very Special Date

Arl Farris with the results from his special date.
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Birch Fire
Bitterbrush Revegetation Project

By Alisa B.Ellsworth, DFG, Bishop, California

PROJECTS

direct watering to the roots. A basin
was created around each seedling
to aid in catching rainwater and
snowmelt. All plants were mulched
with weed-free mulch. A Vexar
tubing was then placed around the
seedling and staked to the ground
with two bamboo stakes (see
photos on page 8).

Planting occurred over two-
and-one-half weeks. One volunteer
day was planned for October 2nd.
Local chapters of the California
Deer Association and Quail
Unlimited planted over 300 plants
that day.  The rest of the seedlings
were planted by California
Department of Correction crews
and DFG employees.

Results to Date
In October 2004, approxi-

mately 6,800 bitterbrush seedlings
were planted within the Birch Fire
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Now if we take these estimates
as fact, lions in California will take
300,000 deer a year and if coyotes
and bears take the same number as
lions, they are killing 600,000 deer
per year. If DFG estimates of
400,000 to 500,000 deer in
California are valid, then to just
satisfy lion, coyote and bear
PREDATION, we must be
importing deer from other states to
fill their needs!

Predators are not the only
factors reducing our deer
numbers. We have yet to factor the
number lost to roadkill, poachers,
winter kill due to weather, old-age
dieoff, disease and parasites,
starvation due to poor habitat, and
hunter harvest. There are other
factors but you get the picture.
Estimates are just that. There is no
way that I am aware of that
wildlife can be accurately counted.
During the heyday for California’s
deer population, it was reported
that 1,300,000 deer lived in our
state. Today we are told that
number is at 500,000 to 600,000. Is
PREDATION the sole factor for
this decline?  No, but it sure is a
factor for a deer recovery program.

Some Possible Solutions
CDA and other conservation

organizations need to work togeth-
er to resolve the PREDATION
problem.

California is separated into
hunting zones A, B, D, X, etc. Each
zone has an ecologically sustain-
able goal for deer numbers. We
should pick several zones and start
a predator control program for
these zones. Lion, coyote and bear
population reductions should be
the plan’s goal. For maximum
effect, implementation needs to be
over a 4- to 5- year period. At the
end of this study period, it should
be determined whether predator
reduction led to improved deer
numbers. As a counterpoint,  we
could take several other zones and
concentrate on habitat, leaving the
predator population alone. Use the
same time frame and see what this
study shows. With this study, we
should have a good model for the

effect of PREDATION on deer in each
zone.

Education
We must educate forest managers,

DFG, wildlife managers and the public
on just how vital it is that predators be
managed so that deer increase. We
manage hunters, and hunters are
predators. The difference between us
and lions, bears and coyotes is that we
are predators who pay the bill for
wildlife. We pay with the purchase of
license fees each year and through all
the conservation organizations we
support. We also add to the economy
through other hunting-related pur-
chases. Hunters are managed with
zone tag quotas. Coyotes, lions and
bears kill to eat. They do not think
whether the animal they are about to
kill is a surplus animal or the last of its
kind. It’s just dinner! Lions, coyote and
bears must be managed if we want our
deer to recover.

Another Example
Arizona in 1908 published a report

estimating their mule deer population
to be 6,000 to 7,000 deer. Arizona
started an extensive predator control
program to control their black bear,
lion and coyote populations. By the
year 1921, Arizona reported that the
mule deer population was then over
25,000 deer. That was a 400% increase
in 13 years. Predators do have an
impact.

Target Groups
Hunters, governmental agencies

and conservation organizations have
done a poor job to date of educating
the public on the value of a predator
control program. If we want to
succeed, we need the help and
understanding of the general public.
This means we have to have dialog
with those who stand against us on
this subject — fighting everyone with a
different opinion will not accomplish
our goals. We have to debate and
challenge the public to accept our
ideas. If they love predators, more deer
means more predators will survive.

Another Example to Contemplate
Kay also wrote, “Over the last few

years conservation organizations have

spent several million dollars
preserving and improving
wildlife habitat in the Gallatin
and Yellowstone River Valleys.
These areas are the wintering
grounds for large herds of
migratory elk and deer. Before
wolves were reintroduced in the
mid-1990s, Montana Fish,
Wildlife and Parks was issuing
4,000 late-season elk permits for
the Gallatin and Northern
Yellowstone areas. Today those
permits have fallen to under 200
permits. The habitat is still there
but the elk are gone.” Montana
now is talking about no permits
for the coming year. We do not
have a wolf problem in Califor-
nia. We do have coyotes, lions,
black bears, feral dogs and
domestic dogs that love to chase
and kill deer.

Conclusion
Any objective thinking

person cannot escape the
conclusion that PREDATION is
a major factor in the stability
and recovery of our deer herds.
Man is constantly altering his
environment. It must follow
that what man alters, he must
manage. I am not advocating
the extermination of predators,
just the management of their
numbers to allow our deer
population to recover.

Literature Cited:
• HABITAT GUIDELINES FOR
MULE DEER.
• NORTH AMERICAN MULE
DEER CONSERVATION PLAN.
• ARE PREDATORS KILLING
YOUR HUNTING OPPORTUN-
ITIES? by Charles E. Kay
• WESTERN OUTDOOR NEWS
• MULE DEER QUEST by Walt
Prothero
• TEXAS TROPHY HUNTERS
Volume 32 No 1

• Bugle Nov/Dec 2005

plantings can be crucial to the
reestablishment of this plant
species. In order to expedite
restoration of the area, the
California Department of Fish &
Game (DFG) proposed planting
bitterbrush seedlings at key
locations within the fire perimeter
in a proposal to the California Deer
Association (see Figure 2). This

proposal was funded in
the summer of 2003.

Methods
       In June 2003,
approximately five
pounds of native
bitterbrush seed was
collected in the vicinity
of the Birch Fire. All

seed was cleaned and then put
in cold storage until February
2004. From February to
October 2004, approximately
8,000 bitterbrush seedlings
were reared between two
growers. All seedlings were
grown in 2-inch supercells.
After acclimating to the
Eastern Sierra, there were
approximately 6,800 seedlings
suitable for planting. Planting
areas were chosen based on
several factors including
accessibility, existence of deep,
loamy soils, and evidence
showing that bitterbrush grew
prior to the Birch Fire.

Seedlings were planted within
the areas shown in Figures 3 and 4.
A 2-foot hole was dug for each
seedling. Each hole was watered.
After the seedling was removed
from the supercell, the plant was
placed in the hole and soil was
filled in around it. A 6-inch tube
was placed diagonally at root level
to above ground level to allow

On July 2, 2002, the Birch Fire
consumed approximately 2,700
acres of native brush and timber
between the communities of Swall
Meadows and Tom’s Place (see
Figure 1).  This included approxi-
mately 558 acres of bitterbrush
habitat. Bitterbrush is perhaps the
most important food source for deer
in the eastern Sierra, especially
when they are replenishing
energy stores lost during the

winter. Over 10,000 acres of
bitterbrush have been lost within
the Round Valley deer herd
wintering area and spring transition
zone during the past five years.
Because this particular subspecies
of bitterbrush (Purshia tridentate var.
glandulosa) found within the burn
area does not easily regenerate on
its own after a fire, supplemental
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rabbit brush (Chrysothamnus sp.),
sagebrush (Artemisia tridentata ssp.
tridentata) and prickly poppy
(Argemone munita). Bitterbrush
regeneration was noted in only a
few places throughout the planting
site.

The bitterbrush planting
project within the Birch Fire area
will serve to improve key
bitterbrush habitats that the Round
Valley deer herd relies upon as
transition range. Once mature, the
plants will provide a source of
nutrition for the deer herd, as well
as a seed source for further
revegetation of the area. A
survivorship of up to 80% can be
expected using the methods

Location of bitterbrush planting area before revegetation.

employed in this project. Long-
term monitoring of all planting
areas will be conducted to evaluate
the success of the plantings in
relation to different environmental
variables such as moisture, soils
and herbivory. All work will be
done in the summer or fall months,
when the deer are concentrated on
their summer range, in order to
reduce disturbance to the deer.

Acknowledgments
The California Department of

Fish and Game would like to thank
a number of groups and
individuals for their support in
making this project successful.

continued on page 8

California Deer Association and Quail Unlimited volunteers planting bitterbrush seedlings.
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PREDATORS:
ARE THEY RESPONSIBLE FOR DECLINING DEER NUMBERS?

By Rich Krona

Our answer can only be YES.
We have depressed deer numbers
in California and predators are one
of the main obstacles to deer
recovery. Are predators the main
factor for the decline? This
question is much more difficult to
answer. Opinions vary depending
on the biologist, wildlife manager,
scientist or hunter consulted. All,
however, agree that California’s
deer herds are below capacity. An
effective Predator and Deer
Management Program needs to be
undertaken in California. To do so
will require that the restrictions
California law has placed on
Wildlife Management Agencies be
overcome. The only way this will
happen is when hunters, wildlife
agencies, the animal protection
groups and the general public

agree on a predator management
program.

In my research I came across a
quote from Charles E. Kay. He is the
author of “Are Predators Killing
your Hunting Opportunities?” Kay
claims, “If predator numbers are not
controlled, then habitat is relatively
unimportant.”

Most deer management plans
stress habitat and I agree, but what
good is great habitat without deer?
Increasing deer population numbers
and all that affects deer recovery is
a challenge for everyone to resolve.
Fighting over the methods just will
not accomplish our goals.

How Valid are Estimates?
Wildlife experts estimate that a

single mountain lion will kill 50 to
52 deer-size ungulates each year.

The DFG reports California has
5,000 to 6,000 lions in our state.
Using the lower number, that
means lions are killing 300,000
deer per year.

In Utah, Kay estimates 2000
lions are killing approximately
100,000 mule deer a year. For
comparison, Utah hunters harvest
approximately 25,000 deer during
an average season.

To verify the accuracy of these
figures, I showed them to a wild-
life professor who has spent much
of his career studying mountain
lions in Utah. He agreed that the
numbers looked about right but
added that I should stop ragging
on his cats because coyotes and
black bears were killing more deer
each year than the lions.

Photo by Jerry Springer

boundary. More than 550 acres of
bitterbrush burned in the Birch Fire.
The planting locations occurred
within an area of approximately 200
acres. Almost 14 acres were
completely replanted with
bitterbrush. Approximately 525
seedlings were not planted this
season to allow further development
of the plants. These seedlings will be
planted in the fall of 2005, using the
same methods as described above.

Discussion
Significant regeneration had

occurred within the Birch Fire before
plantings took place. Many had
already come back in significant
quantities. Other species of note were
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The area in the
photograph to the right
was selected for
bitterbrush planting.

Thanks go to the US Forest Service
and in particular, Todd Ellsworth
and Richard Perloff, for providing
funding for Vexar. Also, thanks go
to the California Department of
Corrections Crews for their work as
well as for supplying mulch for
planting. The volunteer labor to
plant bitterbrush provided by the
local chapter of the California Deer
Association as well as Quail
Unlimited is greatly appreciated as
well. Finally, appreciation goes out
to the California Deer Association
for funding this project. Without
the professional support of groups
like CDA, projects like these would
never be possible.

continued from page 7

A bitterbrush seedling after planting.

Volunteers from the
CDA and Quail
Unlimited prepare some
of the items used to
protect the bitterbrush
seedlings after planting.

Crews from the Califor-
nia Department of

Corrections were also
used in planting

bitterbrush seedlings.
Below you can see a crew

preparing materials
needed for the planting.

To the right is one of the areas that has been
revegetated with bitterbrush.

California Deer          13

Thus far, dozens of hunts that
were open to the public via lottery
have taken place for waterfowl,
pheasants and quail. Many more
took place through the program in
late February/early March when a
special season for Aleutian geese
opened. The main goal of the
SHARE Program is to offer low-
cost private land hunting
opportunities for interested
hunters. In doing so, the objective
is to help retain existing hunters
and encourage other individuals
to take up hunting for the first
time. Other goals include fostering
improved relations between
hunters and landowners,
financially supporting farmers
and other landowners who
provide public access for hunting,
and encouraging responsible
hunter behavior in the field.

A maximum total of 592
hunters will have participated in
the SHARE pilot program
(assuming that all hunters show
up on their hunt days). A small
portion of the hunts (two
properties) were limited to junior
and/or first-time women hunters
in an effort to encourage new
individuals into the field. Thirteen
landowners participated in the
program. Total acreage made
available through the program
was 6,335 acres.

Verbal feedback thus far from
participating hunters has been
excellent, with generally good
hunting success and high-quality
experiences. Many hunters are
urging that the program continue
in future years. Interaction
between hunters and landowners
also appears very positive, help-

ing to achieve an important goal
of the program of improving
landowner/sportsmen relations.
However, formal input from both
hunters and landowners has not
been solicited. Following comple-
tion of the scheduled hunts,
COHA plans on sending out
written surveys to both
participating hunters and
landowners in order to better
gauge the success of the program.

Later this summer, COHA will
present user and landowner data
from the pilot SHARE Program to
the Fish and Game Commission.
The Commission will use this data
to help determine whether the
Department of Fish and Game will
continue the program in future
years.

continued from page 12

E-Tip™ is loaded exclusively by Winchester and will be initially available in the following calibers:

Symbol Cartridge Bullet Weight Muzzle Velocity
S3006ET 30-06 Springfield 180g 2750
S300SET 300 WSM 180g 3010
S300WMET 300 Win-Mag 180g 2950

S308ET 308 Winchester 180g 2620

E-Tip� and E2�   are registered trademarks owned by Nosler

With all the talk about banning
the use of lead bullets in part or all
of California, many hunters are
asking what will they do for
ammunition.

Until today, hunters only had
the choice of the copper Barnes
bullets. Anticipating upcoming
restrictions in April, Winchester
Ammunition announced its latest
product, the E-Tip lead-free bullet
developed for big game hunters.

This bullet was co-developed
with Nosler and is the latest project
between the two companies. It
features an E2™ energy expansion
cavity which promotes consistent
upset at a variety of impact ranges
and it’s made of Gilding metal
instead of pure copper, which helps

Winchester Announces New Lead-Free Ammunition

prevent barrel fouling and provides
for a 100% lead-free bullet.
      Key features of the Winchester®
E-Tip™ bullet include:

• E2 Cavity—Promotes ex-
pansion at long and short
ranges and improves
accuracy

• Gilding metal —Lead-free
design that provides near
100 percent weight retention
and helps prevent barrel
fouling compared to pure
copper loads

• Polycarbonate Tip—Resists
deformation, improves
down-range ballistics

• Boat-tail Design—Reduces
drag and provides a more

efficient flight profile for
higher retained energy at
long range

• Lubalox® Coating—Helps
prevent barrel fouling
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Water For Wildlife

       Saving wildlife by providing
water in the Mojave National
Preserve continues to be a passion
for Cliff McDonald. The number of
others willing to join McDonald in
this effort, including CDA and its
members, continues to grow.
      On March 30-31 and April 1-
2, 2007, guzzlers were repaired in
the Landfair Valley of the Mojave
National Preserve.
      Here in McDonald’s own
words is a description of those
projects:

What a fantastic crew we
had this last weekend. Four
guzzlers were completed; B81,
75, 65, and 77; and B20 received
the second coat of Merlex. In
two projects we have completed
nine guzzlers with eleven more
still on this year’s permit. I
really don’t have too much to
say except each and every

volunteer worked tirelessly to
accomplish this work, and my
thanks go out to each of them.

I would like to acknowledge the
following individuals/companies
who helped with these projects.
They are John N for the chicken and
running the third crew; Gary and
Joe for running a crew and finishing
B20 before any of us had made it to
the campsite; Jim for hard work and
the shower; Bob E for the electric
pump; Ed for the flatbed truck with
supplies, equipment and water;
Dave for the poem and gifts; Lyle
for the tire plug; Bob D for helping
with guzzlers plus watching the
campsite; Butch for the water tank
and extra generator, drills, buckets
and mixers; Bud P for the extra
compressor; Phil for the elk meat;
Bob P for taking the photos; Judy
for preparing our meals and
keeping the camp in order; Nick for

supplying the great gifts for the
volunteers; Cathy O’Connell,
Don Jamroz, Dennis Casebiar,
Jerry McDonnell for the use of
the property; Christian for the
ride to and from the cabin; the
kids for digging out guzzler
B65; John, Bert, Father Cruz,
Mike T, Robert D, Arl, Steve;
and to SCI, CDA, QU, SCBS,
Lumbermans, Bashas and Rite
Aid. I know I have left some
out, and I apologize. Another
reason I mention all who
helped is to show it takes a
team effort to put a project
together and if it were not for
the hard work of all involved,
we could not accomplish as
much as we do.

Thanks again and take
care until we meet again.

Cliff McDonald
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CDA recently became a formal
member of the California Outdoor
Heritage Alliance (COHA), a 501 (c)
4 nonprofit legislative advocacy
organization based in Sacramento, in
order to better address political issues
impacting deer, their habitat and
California hunters. Below are a few of
the many issues COHA is currently
working on behalf of CDA and its
partners.

Mentored Hunting Program
In an effort to curtail the

steady decline of licensed hunters
in our state, COHA – in partner-
ship with the U.S. Sportsmen’s
Alliance, and in close coordination
with National Wild Turkey
Federation and the National
Shooting Sports Foundation (a.k.a.
the “Families Afield” partnership)
– is offering legislation, AB 912
(Parra), which would create a
voluntary mentored hunting
program in California. Specifi-
cally, this bill would allow
individuals – prior to passing the
mandatory 10-hour hunter safety
course – to hunt small game,
upland game birds and waterfowl
for a limited time while under the
immediate and direct supervision
of a qualified mentor. COHA and
its partners are committed to
establishing a mentored hunting
program that is not an alternative
to, but rather an incentive to
enroll in the traditional 10-hour
hunter safety education course.

Hunting has long been one of
the safest outdoor recreational
pursuits, thanks in large part to
hunter education. However, there
is always room for improvement.
According to a study published by
the National Wild Turkey
Federation, U.S. Sportsmen’s
Alliance and the National
Shooting Sports Foundation titled,
Families Afield: An initiative for the

future of hunting, those who hunt
under the direct supervision of a
mentor are the safest of all
hunters. COHA and its partners
strongly believe a mentored
hunting program that provides
hands-on, practical experience
prior to taking the required
hunter safety education course
will ultimately produce more
competent and safe sportsmen.

Restrictions on Local
Governments That Impact
Hunting

COHA will again sponsor
legislation, AB 815 (Berryhill),
which is intended to keep local
governments from interfering
with the legal taking of fish and
game. The bill would clarify that
cities and counties cannot impact
hunting and fishing activities
within their jurisdictions unless it
is for legitimate public safety
reasons only. In addition, AB 815
would specify that the Fish and
Game Commission is the only
state entity which may promul-
gate regulations regarding the
taking of fish and game, while
requiring the Commission and all
other public resource agencies to
protect the hunting rights inher-
ent to public navigable water
areas.

A number of local govern-
ments have inappropriately
attempted to directly prohibit
hunting in the last several years,
including the City of Hercules in
the San Francisco Bay Area. In
addition, traditional waterfowl
hunting grounds, such as portions
of Tomales Bay, have been placed
off-limits to hunting in the past
without meaningful input from
affected hunters. Our proposed
legislation would help limit these
actions.

A similar COHA-sponsored
bill, AB 2146, was supported by
the National Rifle Association,
California Rifle and Pistol
Association, Safari Club
International, Mule Deer
Foundation and the Recreational
Fishing Alliance last year. Not
surprisingly, AB 2146 was also
opposed by a number of animal
rights groups, including the
Animal Protection Institute, Fund
for Animals and Animal Switch-
board. Although California’s 58
counties never took a position on
the measure, the League of Cities
also opposed the bill.

Despite garnering over-
whelming bipartisan support in
the Assembly, AB 2146 stalled in
the Senate Natural Resources and
Water Committee. Since that time,
we have been working with the
League of Cities and others to
address any concerns. Expect a
slightly different measure for
2007.

Pilot SHARE Program
In December, COHA staff

initiated the first of many private
land hunts for game birds under
the Shared Habitat Alliance for
Recreational Enhancement
(SHARE) Program. The SHARE
Program was authorized in 2003
through California Waterfowl
Association (CWA)-sponsored AB
396, and is currently being
implemented as a pilot program
by COHA staff. Should the pilot
program be successful, the
Department of Fish and Game is
required under AB 396 to take the
program statewide in subsequent
years. At that time, opportunity
for deer and other big game
hunting would likely become
available.
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running the third crew; Gary and
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much as we do.
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CDA recently became a formal
member of the California Outdoor
Heritage Alliance (COHA), a 501 (c)
4 nonprofit legislative advocacy
organization based in Sacramento, in
order to better address political issues
impacting deer, their habitat and
California hunters. Below are a few of
the many issues COHA is currently
working on behalf of CDA and its
partners.

Mentored Hunting Program
In an effort to curtail the

steady decline of licensed hunters
in our state, COHA – in partner-
ship with the U.S. Sportsmen’s
Alliance, and in close coordination
with National Wild Turkey
Federation and the National
Shooting Sports Foundation (a.k.a.
the “Families Afield” partnership)
– is offering legislation, AB 912
(Parra), which would create a
voluntary mentored hunting
program in California. Specifi-
cally, this bill would allow
individuals – prior to passing the
mandatory 10-hour hunter safety
course – to hunt small game,
upland game birds and waterfowl
for a limited time while under the
immediate and direct supervision
of a qualified mentor. COHA and
its partners are committed to
establishing a mentored hunting
program that is not an alternative
to, but rather an incentive to
enroll in the traditional 10-hour
hunter safety education course.

Hunting has long been one of
the safest outdoor recreational
pursuits, thanks in large part to
hunter education. However, there
is always room for improvement.
According to a study published by
the National Wild Turkey
Federation, U.S. Sportsmen’s
Alliance and the National
Shooting Sports Foundation titled,
Families Afield: An initiative for the

future of hunting, those who hunt
under the direct supervision of a
mentor are the safest of all
hunters. COHA and its partners
strongly believe a mentored
hunting program that provides
hands-on, practical experience
prior to taking the required
hunter safety education course
will ultimately produce more
competent and safe sportsmen.

Restrictions on Local
Governments That Impact
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COHA will again sponsor
legislation, AB 815 (Berryhill),
which is intended to keep local
governments from interfering
with the legal taking of fish and
game. The bill would clarify that
cities and counties cannot impact
hunting and fishing activities
within their jurisdictions unless it
is for legitimate public safety
reasons only. In addition, AB 815
would specify that the Fish and
Game Commission is the only
state entity which may promul-
gate regulations regarding the
taking of fish and game, while
requiring the Commission and all
other public resource agencies to
protect the hunting rights inher-
ent to public navigable water
areas.

A number of local govern-
ments have inappropriately
attempted to directly prohibit
hunting in the last several years,
including the City of Hercules in
the San Francisco Bay Area. In
addition, traditional waterfowl
hunting grounds, such as portions
of Tomales Bay, have been placed
off-limits to hunting in the past
without meaningful input from
affected hunters. Our proposed
legislation would help limit these
actions.

A similar COHA-sponsored
bill, AB 2146, was supported by
the National Rifle Association,
California Rifle and Pistol
Association, Safari Club
International, Mule Deer
Foundation and the Recreational
Fishing Alliance last year. Not
surprisingly, AB 2146 was also
opposed by a number of animal
rights groups, including the
Animal Protection Institute, Fund
for Animals and Animal Switch-
board. Although California’s 58
counties never took a position on
the measure, the League of Cities
also opposed the bill.

Despite garnering over-
whelming bipartisan support in
the Assembly, AB 2146 stalled in
the Senate Natural Resources and
Water Committee. Since that time,
we have been working with the
League of Cities and others to
address any concerns. Expect a
slightly different measure for
2007.

Pilot SHARE Program
In December, COHA staff

initiated the first of many private
land hunts for game birds under
the Shared Habitat Alliance for
Recreational Enhancement
(SHARE) Program. The SHARE
Program was authorized in 2003
through California Waterfowl
Association (CWA)-sponsored AB
396, and is currently being
implemented as a pilot program
by COHA staff. Should the pilot
program be successful, the
Department of Fish and Game is
required under AB 396 to take the
program statewide in subsequent
years. At that time, opportunity
for deer and other big game
hunting would likely become
available.
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The area in the
photograph to the right
was selected for
bitterbrush planting.

Thanks go to the US Forest Service
and in particular, Todd Ellsworth
and Richard Perloff, for providing
funding for Vexar. Also, thanks go
to the California Department of
Corrections Crews for their work as
well as for supplying mulch for
planting. The volunteer labor to
plant bitterbrush provided by the
local chapter of the California Deer
Association as well as Quail
Unlimited is greatly appreciated as
well. Finally, appreciation goes out
to the California Deer Association
for funding this project. Without
the professional support of groups
like CDA, projects like these would
never be possible.

continued from page 7

A bitterbrush seedling after planting.

Volunteers from the
CDA and Quail
Unlimited prepare some
of the items used to
protect the bitterbrush
seedlings after planting.

Crews from the Califor-
nia Department of

Corrections were also
used in planting

bitterbrush seedlings.
Below you can see a crew

preparing materials
needed for the planting.

To the right is one of the areas that has been
revegetated with bitterbrush.
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Thus far, dozens of hunts that
were open to the public via lottery
have taken place for waterfowl,
pheasants and quail. Many more
took place through the program in
late February/early March when a
special season for Aleutian geese
opened. The main goal of the
SHARE Program is to offer low-
cost private land hunting
opportunities for interested
hunters. In doing so, the objective
is to help retain existing hunters
and encourage other individuals
to take up hunting for the first
time. Other goals include fostering
improved relations between
hunters and landowners,
financially supporting farmers
and other landowners who
provide public access for hunting,
and encouraging responsible
hunter behavior in the field.

A maximum total of 592
hunters will have participated in
the SHARE pilot program
(assuming that all hunters show
up on their hunt days). A small
portion of the hunts (two
properties) were limited to junior
and/or first-time women hunters
in an effort to encourage new
individuals into the field. Thirteen
landowners participated in the
program. Total acreage made
available through the program
was 6,335 acres.

Verbal feedback thus far from
participating hunters has been
excellent, with generally good
hunting success and high-quality
experiences. Many hunters are
urging that the program continue
in future years. Interaction
between hunters and landowners
also appears very positive, help-

ing to achieve an important goal
of the program of improving
landowner/sportsmen relations.
However, formal input from both
hunters and landowners has not
been solicited. Following comple-
tion of the scheduled hunts,
COHA plans on sending out
written surveys to both
participating hunters and
landowners in order to better
gauge the success of the program.

Later this summer, COHA will
present user and landowner data
from the pilot SHARE Program to
the Fish and Game Commission.
The Commission will use this data
to help determine whether the
Department of Fish and Game will
continue the program in future
years.
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Symbol Cartridge Bullet Weight Muzzle Velocity
S3006ET 30-06 Springfield 180g 2750
S300SET 300 WSM 180g 3010
S300WMET 300 Win-Mag 180g 2950

S308ET 308 Winchester 180g 2620

E-Tip� and E2�   are registered trademarks owned by Nosler

With all the talk about banning
the use of lead bullets in part or all
of California, many hunters are
asking what will they do for
ammunition.

Until today, hunters only had
the choice of the copper Barnes
bullets. Anticipating upcoming
restrictions in April, Winchester
Ammunition announced its latest
product, the E-Tip lead-free bullet
developed for big game hunters.

This bullet was co-developed
with Nosler and is the latest project
between the two companies. It
features an E2™ energy expansion
cavity which promotes consistent
upset at a variety of impact ranges
and it’s made of Gilding metal
instead of pure copper, which helps

Winchester Announces New Lead-Free Ammunition

prevent barrel fouling and provides
for a 100% lead-free bullet.
      Key features of the Winchester®
E-Tip™ bullet include:

• E2 Cavity—Promotes ex-
pansion at long and short
ranges and improves
accuracy

• Gilding metal —Lead-free
design that provides near
100 percent weight retention
and helps prevent barrel
fouling compared to pure
copper loads

• Polycarbonate Tip—Resists
deformation, improves
down-range ballistics

• Boat-tail Design—Reduces
drag and provides a more

efficient flight profile for
higher retained energy at
long range

• Lubalox® Coating—Helps
prevent barrel fouling
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rabbit brush (Chrysothamnus sp.),
sagebrush (Artemisia tridentata ssp.
tridentata) and prickly poppy
(Argemone munita). Bitterbrush
regeneration was noted in only a
few places throughout the planting
site.

The bitterbrush planting
project within the Birch Fire area
will serve to improve key
bitterbrush habitats that the Round
Valley deer herd relies upon as
transition range. Once mature, the
plants will provide a source of
nutrition for the deer herd, as well
as a seed source for further
revegetation of the area. A
survivorship of up to 80% can be
expected using the methods

Location of bitterbrush planting area before revegetation.

employed in this project. Long-
term monitoring of all planting
areas will be conducted to evaluate
the success of the plantings in
relation to different environmental
variables such as moisture, soils
and herbivory. All work will be
done in the summer or fall months,
when the deer are concentrated on
their summer range, in order to
reduce disturbance to the deer.

Acknowledgments
The California Department of

Fish and Game would like to thank
a number of groups and
individuals for their support in
making this project successful.

continued on page 8

California Deer Association and Quail Unlimited volunteers planting bitterbrush seedlings.
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PREDATORS:
ARE THEY RESPONSIBLE FOR DECLINING DEER NUMBERS?

By Rich Krona

Our answer can only be YES.
We have depressed deer numbers
in California and predators are one
of the main obstacles to deer
recovery. Are predators the main
factor for the decline? This
question is much more difficult to
answer. Opinions vary depending
on the biologist, wildlife manager,
scientist or hunter consulted. All,
however, agree that California’s
deer herds are below capacity. An
effective Predator and Deer
Management Program needs to be
undertaken in California. To do so
will require that the restrictions
California law has placed on
Wildlife Management Agencies be
overcome. The only way this will
happen is when hunters, wildlife
agencies, the animal protection
groups and the general public

agree on a predator management
program.

In my research I came across a
quote from Charles E. Kay. He is the
author of “Are Predators Killing
your Hunting Opportunities?” Kay
claims, “If predator numbers are not
controlled, then habitat is relatively
unimportant.”

Most deer management plans
stress habitat and I agree, but what
good is great habitat without deer?
Increasing deer population numbers
and all that affects deer recovery is
a challenge for everyone to resolve.
Fighting over the methods just will
not accomplish our goals.

How Valid are Estimates?
Wildlife experts estimate that a

single mountain lion will kill 50 to
52 deer-size ungulates each year.

The DFG reports California has
5,000 to 6,000 lions in our state.
Using the lower number, that
means lions are killing 300,000
deer per year.

In Utah, Kay estimates 2000
lions are killing approximately
100,000 mule deer a year. For
comparison, Utah hunters harvest
approximately 25,000 deer during
an average season.

To verify the accuracy of these
figures, I showed them to a wild-
life professor who has spent much
of his career studying mountain
lions in Utah. He agreed that the
numbers looked about right but
added that I should stop ragging
on his cats because coyotes and
black bears were killing more deer
each year than the lions.

Photo by Jerry Springer

boundary. More than 550 acres of
bitterbrush burned in the Birch Fire.
The planting locations occurred
within an area of approximately 200
acres. Almost 14 acres were
completely replanted with
bitterbrush. Approximately 525
seedlings were not planted this
season to allow further development
of the plants. These seedlings will be
planted in the fall of 2005, using the
same methods as described above.

Discussion
Significant regeneration had

occurred within the Birch Fire before
plantings took place. Many had
already come back in significant
quantities. Other species of note were
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Birch Fire
Bitterbrush Revegetation Project

By Alisa B.Ellsworth, DFG, Bishop, California

PROJECTS

direct watering to the roots. A basin
was created around each seedling
to aid in catching rainwater and
snowmelt. All plants were mulched
with weed-free mulch. A Vexar
tubing was then placed around the
seedling and staked to the ground
with two bamboo stakes (see
photos on page 8).

Planting occurred over two-
and-one-half weeks. One volunteer
day was planned for October 2nd.
Local chapters of the California
Deer Association and Quail
Unlimited planted over 300 plants
that day.  The rest of the seedlings
were planted by California
Department of Correction crews
and DFG employees.

Results to Date
In October 2004, approxi-

mately 6,800 bitterbrush seedlings
were planted within the Birch Fire
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Now if we take these estimates
as fact, lions in California will take
300,000 deer a year and if coyotes
and bears take the same number as
lions, they are killing 600,000 deer
per year. If DFG estimates of
400,000 to 500,000 deer in
California are valid, then to just
satisfy lion, coyote and bear
PREDATION, we must be
importing deer from other states to
fill their needs!

Predators are not the only
factors reducing our deer
numbers. We have yet to factor the
number lost to roadkill, poachers,
winter kill due to weather, old-age
dieoff, disease and parasites,
starvation due to poor habitat, and
hunter harvest. There are other
factors but you get the picture.
Estimates are just that. There is no
way that I am aware of that
wildlife can be accurately counted.
During the heyday for California’s
deer population, it was reported
that 1,300,000 deer lived in our
state. Today we are told that
number is at 500,000 to 600,000. Is
PREDATION the sole factor for
this decline?  No, but it sure is a
factor for a deer recovery program.

Some Possible Solutions
CDA and other conservation

organizations need to work togeth-
er to resolve the PREDATION
problem.

California is separated into
hunting zones A, B, D, X, etc. Each
zone has an ecologically sustain-
able goal for deer numbers. We
should pick several zones and start
a predator control program for
these zones. Lion, coyote and bear
population reductions should be
the plan’s goal. For maximum
effect, implementation needs to be
over a 4- to 5- year period. At the
end of this study period, it should
be determined whether predator
reduction led to improved deer
numbers. As a counterpoint,  we
could take several other zones and
concentrate on habitat, leaving the
predator population alone. Use the
same time frame and see what this
study shows. With this study, we
should have a good model for the

effect of PREDATION on deer in each
zone.

Education
We must educate forest managers,

DFG, wildlife managers and the public
on just how vital it is that predators be
managed so that deer increase. We
manage hunters, and hunters are
predators. The difference between us
and lions, bears and coyotes is that we
are predators who pay the bill for
wildlife. We pay with the purchase of
license fees each year and through all
the conservation organizations we
support. We also add to the economy
through other hunting-related pur-
chases. Hunters are managed with
zone tag quotas. Coyotes, lions and
bears kill to eat. They do not think
whether the animal they are about to
kill is a surplus animal or the last of its
kind. It’s just dinner! Lions, coyote and
bears must be managed if we want our
deer to recover.

Another Example
Arizona in 1908 published a report

estimating their mule deer population
to be 6,000 to 7,000 deer. Arizona
started an extensive predator control
program to control their black bear,
lion and coyote populations. By the
year 1921, Arizona reported that the
mule deer population was then over
25,000 deer. That was a 400% increase
in 13 years. Predators do have an
impact.

Target Groups
Hunters, governmental agencies

and conservation organizations have
done a poor job to date of educating
the public on the value of a predator
control program. If we want to
succeed, we need the help and
understanding of the general public.
This means we have to have dialog
with those who stand against us on
this subject — fighting everyone with a
different opinion will not accomplish
our goals. We have to debate and
challenge the public to accept our
ideas. If they love predators, more deer
means more predators will survive.

Another Example to Contemplate
Kay also wrote, “Over the last few

years conservation organizations have

spent several million dollars
preserving and improving
wildlife habitat in the Gallatin
and Yellowstone River Valleys.
These areas are the wintering
grounds for large herds of
migratory elk and deer. Before
wolves were reintroduced in the
mid-1990s, Montana Fish,
Wildlife and Parks was issuing
4,000 late-season elk permits for
the Gallatin and Northern
Yellowstone areas. Today those
permits have fallen to under 200
permits. The habitat is still there
but the elk are gone.” Montana
now is talking about no permits
for the coming year. We do not
have a wolf problem in Califor-
nia. We do have coyotes, lions,
black bears, feral dogs and
domestic dogs that love to chase
and kill deer.

Conclusion
Any objective thinking

person cannot escape the
conclusion that PREDATION is
a major factor in the stability
and recovery of our deer herds.
Man is constantly altering his
environment. It must follow
that what man alters, he must
manage. I am not advocating
the extermination of predators,
just the management of their
numbers to allow our deer
population to recover.

Literature Cited:
• HABITAT GUIDELINES FOR
MULE DEER.
• NORTH AMERICAN MULE
DEER CONSERVATION PLAN.
• ARE PREDATORS KILLING
YOUR HUNTING OPPORTUN-
ITIES? by Charles E. Kay
• WESTERN OUTDOOR NEWS
• MULE DEER QUEST by Walt
Prothero
• TEXAS TROPHY HUNTERS
Volume 32 No 1

• Bugle Nov/Dec 2005

plantings can be crucial to the
reestablishment of this plant
species. In order to expedite
restoration of the area, the
California Department of Fish &
Game (DFG) proposed planting
bitterbrush seedlings at key
locations within the fire perimeter
in a proposal to the California Deer
Association (see Figure 2). This

proposal was funded in
the summer of 2003.

Methods
       In June 2003,
approximately five
pounds of native
bitterbrush seed was
collected in the vicinity
of the Birch Fire. All

seed was cleaned and then put
in cold storage until February
2004. From February to
October 2004, approximately
8,000 bitterbrush seedlings
were reared between two
growers. All seedlings were
grown in 2-inch supercells.
After acclimating to the
Eastern Sierra, there were
approximately 6,800 seedlings
suitable for planting. Planting
areas were chosen based on
several factors including
accessibility, existence of deep,
loamy soils, and evidence
showing that bitterbrush grew
prior to the Birch Fire.

Seedlings were planted within
the areas shown in Figures 3 and 4.
A 2-foot hole was dug for each
seedling. Each hole was watered.
After the seedling was removed
from the supercell, the plant was
placed in the hole and soil was
filled in around it. A 6-inch tube
was placed diagonally at root level
to above ground level to allow

On July 2, 2002, the Birch Fire
consumed approximately 2,700
acres of native brush and timber
between the communities of Swall
Meadows and Tom’s Place (see
Figure 1).  This included approxi-
mately 558 acres of bitterbrush
habitat. Bitterbrush is perhaps the
most important food source for deer
in the eastern Sierra, especially
when they are replenishing
energy stores lost during the

winter. Over 10,000 acres of
bitterbrush have been lost within
the Round Valley deer herd
wintering area and spring transition
zone during the past five years.
Because this particular subspecies
of bitterbrush (Purshia tridentate var.
glandulosa) found within the burn
area does not easily regenerate on
its own after a fire, supplemental
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Sharing the Tradition
2007 Junior Deer Hunt Drawing

2007 Sharing the Tradition - Entry Form
Name:________________________________________________________________________________
Address: _____________________________________________________________________________
City:___________________________________________________ State:__________ Zip:___________
Telephone:________________________________
Junior Hunting Lic #:______________________ Age:_______ Sex: Male or Female
Adult Contact: Name__________________________________  Telephone________________________
Have you ever hunted deer?  Yes or No   Have you ever taken a deer?  Yes or No
What caliber rifle will you be shooting? ______________________
Hunt Dates: November 9-10, November 10-11, November 16-17, November 17-18
(If you can hunt on more than one date, list the dates in order of preference)
Hunt Date Choices:  1st _____________  2nd _____________ 3rd _______________ 4th _____________

Send entry form to: Sharing the Tradition
P.O. Box 7708
Stockton, CA 95267                                  ( OK to duplicate Entry Form )

Entry Deadline: September 15, 2007

     Here is a chance for  junior
hunters to win one of 20 fully
guided antlerless deer hunts on the
famous 270,000-acre Tejon Ranch.
The California Deer Association
(CDA) and sponsors Tejon Ranch,
Winchester Ammunition, Alpen
Optics and Birchwood Casey will
be providing the guided deer hunts
and some of their products to the
lucky junior hunters who are
drawn for the 2007 hunt.
     This is a free drawing that is
open to all junior hunters with a

valid 2007 California junior
hunting license and unfilled deer
tag. The normal hunt or access fees
will not be charged. Lodging on
the ranch is included. Five junior
hunters will hunt on each of the
four hunt dates. This is a random
drawing conducted by CDA, not
the California Department of Fish
and Game.
     Entry deadline for this year’s
drawing is September 15, 2007.

Rules and Requirements

• Only one hunt can be won per junior
hunter.

• Limit of one entry per junior hunter
(list hunt dates in order of prefer-
ence).

• Applicant must possess a valid 2007/
2008 California Junior Hunting
License.

• Applicant must possess a valid
unfilled 2007 California deer tag (any
zone) or deer tag application to
exchange for the Tejon Ranch PLM
deer tag.

• Listed hunt dates cannot be changed.
• Hunts are nontransferable.
• Hunt acceptance must be confirmed

by September 25, 2007.
• Applicant must be accompanied on

the hunt by an adult. (Space limita-
tions limit this to only one adult.)

• Transportation to the Tejon Ranch is
not included and is the responsibility
of the winner and his/her accom-
panying adult.

• Only winners will be notified.
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I consider myself to be very
fortunate. I have been married for
18 years and my wife and I are
still in love. One of our secrets...
We have never stopped dating
each other. Once a week I will take
her out on a date and the next
week she will do the same for me.
She tends to take me to fine dining
establishments or performing arts
cultural experiences, while I take
her on day hikes in the San
Gabriel Mountains or to the food
court before watching an action
hero movie.

It was my week to date my
wife and I was looking for some-
thing unique when I saw the
Southern California Chapter of the
California Deer Association (CDA)
was holding its second annual
banquet auction. I arranged for
the baby-sitter, got the tickets and
we headed off. We arrived just in
time to give the auction items the
once-over, meet some nice people
and grab seats before the evening
got under way.

One of the auction items that
had my attention was a wilder-
ness horse pack deer hunt in
northern Nevada’s Area 101. Since
I already had two preference

points for deer in Nevada, I was
very interested in this hunt. When
the bidding started, I jumped in
but soon fell out as I did not come
to the auction intending to buy
anything — after all, I was on a
date.

As the auctioneer began to
close the bidding, my wife leaned
over to ask me if it was a good
price for the hunt. I told her it was
going at less than half price. To
that, my wife raised her hand and
the auctioneer acknowledged her
by saying, “Sold.” I really do love
my wife.

The state of Nevada actually
has two nonresident deer tag
drawings. The first is for those
who have booked with an outfitter
and the second is the general
draw. I was able to enter both
drawings, and with the help of my
preference points from the last
two years, I soon held a Nevada
deer tag.

I drove to Elko, Nevada, and
met with outfitter George Corner,
of Great Basin Outfitters. On the
hunt, I was joined by an older
gentleman and his two adult sons,
along with our two guides, Wes
Bennett and Keith Jolly. After

loading the horses and gear into
two trailers, we drove about 15
minutes to the trailhead, off-
loaded and started in.

This was my first venture into
the Ruby Mountains and I was
amazed at how they reminded me
of the Sierras with their many
trout-filled alpine lakes, tall
granite peaks and deep glacial
valleys. I consider myself to be in
fair shape, but living at sea level
in Orange County, I was thankful
to be seeing this country on
horseback as we crested our first
11,000-foot mountain pass. On our
way into camp, we were fortunate
enough to see a number of
bighorn sheep. I had a difficult
time reminding myself that all this
was in the state best known for its
opulent casinos and expansive
deserts.

As we were about to ride out
of camp the next morning, we
spotted our first group of bucks.
Six bucks were working their way
along a ridge. Not 50 yards from
the bucks, two mountain goats
were feeding. After looking over
the deer, we were able to see they
were all three- and four-pointers,
the best being about 20 inches
wide. Since we had not even left
camp, no one was too anxious to
try for one of these.

We saddled up and had not
ridden for more than five minutes
when we spotted another group of
bucks. There were nine bucks in
this group and we could immedi-
ately see they were much better
than the last group. A 24-inch 3x3
with several cheater points
sticking out from each antler
looked good and so did another
buck that would easily go over 28
inches, even though it was only a
3x2. Both had me very excited.

Wes, my guide, told me they
had seen some really good bucks
on the other side of the ridge we
were on, but I could take any buck
I liked. Being 15 minutes into a
five-day hunt and having seen as

That Very Special Date

Arl Farris with the results from his special date.
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Central Valley Chapter’s 3rd Annual
Youth Outdoors Day

     The CDA Central Valley
Chapter’s 3rd Annual Youth
Outdoors Day was held February
25, 2007 and was a huge success.
     Under cloudy skies and the
threat of rain, Central Valley Youth
Committee chairpersons Jerry
Kemp Jr. and his wife Laura,
chapter members and volunteers
turned out in large numbers to
support the annual event.
     More than 20 youths, ranging
in age from 5 to 16 years, along
with their moms and dads had a
great time in the outdoors.
     The day’s events began with a
pheasant hunt for those up-and-
coming young guns in the chapter,
followed by a barbecue and raffle
at the Kingsburg Gun Club.
     The young  guns were able to
hone their shooting and safety
skills even more with some trap
shooting following the barbecue.
     A big thank you to Jerry and
Laura along with those members
and volunteers who turned out to
make this a successful, fun-filled
day for our local youths.

Dave Schiavon
CDA Central Valley Chapter

The Cover
Bucks like this use cover for shel-
ter and to keep something between
them and those that hunt them.
This buck’s mistake is leaving an
opening between himself and the
person who is looking at him. This
time the buck is fortunate to only
be looking at a photographer hold-
ing his Nikon camera instead of his
hunting weapon of choice.
Photograph by Jeff Dixon.
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many bucks as minutes hunting, I
thought it was a good idea to
follow my guide’s advice and hold
off for a big one.

While riding to the top of the
ridge, we twice stopped to look at
different groups of bucks. By mid-
morning we made our way to the
top where Wes had seen bigger
bucks on previous hunts. We
secured the horses and hunted on
foot. Wes and I moved along the
top of the ridge, working a small
bench below the ridgeline. We saw
several bachelor bucks, but none
extraordinarily larger than the
other deer we had been seeing.

Later that afternoon, we met
up with the other hunters and one
had seen a shooter, but spooked it
while trying a stalk.

The next two days were pretty
much a repeat of the first day. We
would ride out in a different
direction each morning and start
spotting deer almost immediately.
I would legitimately see between
25 to 50 bucks each day.

On the third day Wes and I
decided to go back to the ridge we
had hunted on the first day, while
the others went to another canyon
we had yet to hunt. On the way,

Wes spotted a good buck. We
looked the deer over and he was a
4x4 with good mass and about 27
inches wide. He was across a
canyon and the closest we could
get was 358 yards. I put my 300
WSM on a pair of shooting sticks,
held just over his back and
squeezed off a 180-grain Nosler
Partition bullet. The bullet hit
about an inch above the buck. The
buck and half a dozen other bucks
I had not seen were off at the shot.
We went to the area where the
buck had been and confirmed it
was a clean miss. We looked over
many more bucks that day. I was
more than enjoying riding and
hiking in such remarkable and
game-rich country that I quickly
got over missing such a nice buck.

After eating breakfast in the
cook tent on the fourth day, we
walked out to saddle the horses.
Again, a group of bucks was
spotted above camp. The two
largest were a 23-inch 4x4 and a
27-inch 4x3. The 4x3 looked very
good to me. Wes and I jumped on
our horses and rode for the deer.
We rode down into the bottom of
a canyon and left the horses
behind as we started out of the

timber on the other side. We
worked our way up the face of a
steep, rocky outcropping. Looking
over the rocks, we could see the
deer still feeding in the same area
we had seen them from camp, 219
yards from my current position.
Awkwardly clinging to some large
rocks, I managed to steady my
rifle.

A single shot from my
Winchester Model 70, and the 4x3
was tumbling down a rock slide
area. The deer stopped tumbling
after several hundred yards.
Thankfully, no points broke off
from his antlers. After several
photos, we field dressed the buck
and dragged it down to where we
could get a horse to it.

The other hunters on the trip
never fired a shot. They saw
dozens of bucks each day and
when we left hunting camp, they
went home with special memories
of time and experiences shared. I
left camp with a good buck and
the hope that the next Southern
California Chapter CDA banquet
auction will fall on the weekend

when I take my wife out on a date.

The DFG, in cooperation with
the CDA, will be hosting junior
hunting opportunities on the
4,200-acre Canada de los Osos
(CDLO) Ecological Reserve this
fall. An additional half-day dove
hunt on the Santa Clara County
reserve has been added to the
schedule this year.

To apply for future hunts,
applicants must submit a postcard
with the hunter’s name, address,
telephone number, hunt applied
for, and 2007-2008 junior hunting
license number to:
    Department of Fish and Game
    20 Lower Ragsdale Road
    Monterey, CA 93940
    Attn: CDLO Junior Hunt

Applications may also be
submitted by fax to (831) 649-2894

or email to JDeWald@dfg.ca.gov.
The same information must be
provided.

The application process is the
same for all CDLO hunts. Appli-
cants may only submit a single
application for each hunt and
applications need to be received at
the address above by 5 p.m. on the
hunt deadline. Applications can be

submitted at any time in advance of
the deadline. Applications received
late or incomplete will not be con-
sidered in the draw. Applicants will
be notified of the results by mail.
Those who are selected will receive
additional information, including
maps and special regulations, prior
to their hunt.

Junior Hunting Opportunities

Remaining hunts still to take place at Canada de los Osos are as follows:

Hunt Hunt Dates  # Juniors Deadline

Evening Dove Hunt Sept. 1   5 Aug. 1
Deer Sept. 15-16   4 Aug. 15
Fall Pig Oct. 13-14   5 Sept. 13
Fall Upland Gamebird Nov. 10-11   5 Oct. 10
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2007 Banquet Season Dates
Chapter Banquet Date Contact

Mt. Diablo (Walnut Creek) 5-12-07 Al DiPrima (925) 672-6026

Westside (Gustine) 5-19-07 Anthony Castro (209) 854-6709

Central Valley (Fresno) 6-02-07 Jerry Kemp Sr. (559) 323-4111

Eastern Sierra (Bishop) 6-16-07 Bob Wilson (760) 873-5600

Sacramento 7-14-07 Oscar Ramirez (916) 688-8469

Why Should ALL California Hunters
Support CDA?

By Rich Krona

Let me try to answer this
question for our hunters.

CDA is a nonprofit
conservation organization that
with your support can repair
habitat, reduce roadkill, resolve
predator control issues, increase
hunter opportunity, recruit
junior hunters, fight for hunter
rights, lobby to kill or pass
legislation, purchase easements
in migratory areas to assure that
California’s deer can reach their
winter grounds, fund research
and education projects, award
scholarships, provide a handicap
hunter program, fund deer-
related research, form ecological
partnerships, and INCREASE
OUR DEER NUMBERS.

This is a large shopping list.
Each day new challenges are
added to the list that CDA will
be required to resolve. As an
individual hunter your only way
to assist with these challenges is
to join CDA. If you stand alone
you cannot hope to resolve these
challenges.

Time is not on our side.
Hunters must act NOW. The
population of our state is more
than 37 million people and of
that number, less than 1%
purchased a hunting license to
hunt  game in California in 2006.
Of the hunters who did purchase

a hunting license in 2006, over
50% are over 50 years of age.

CDA gets more than 94% of
its membership from the
banquet system. Most people
who attend our banquets and
then are unable to attend the
next year do not renew their
memberships. WE need to
resolve this situation. Donors
and politicians require large
membership numbers in order
to take their issues seriously and
work to institute them. If your
organization is below their
target number, you will not
receive their support. The
support of these groups is vital
to our mission.

Each and every hunter
should be a spokesperson for
CDA. If you are currently a
member, please request that
your hunting buddies know
about CDA and ask that they
join in our effort. They do not
have to attend a banquet to help
with the challenges all hunters
face. With each membership our
voice becomes stronger. If they
can attend a banquet or even
want to form a new chapter that
will offer a banquet in your area,
GREAT, but assist us with
recruiting them as a CDA
member. And, should you be
unable to attend a banquet,

please remember to RENEW YOUR
MEMBERSHIP. CDA is working
hard for ALL California hunters but
we need all hunters to support us in

our efforts.

Help A Chapter

New chapters are forming in
the following areas:

San Diego
Clear Lake
Auburn
Northeastern California

If these chapters are in your
area, help them grow by
pitching in and being part of
the CDA Team.

Interested in starting a CDA
Chapter? Have a question
about CDA banquets, projects
or the organization?

Contact:
Rick Bulloch
CDA Field Director and

Chapter Development

P.O. Box 4806

Petaluma, CA 94955

Phone/Fax:  (707) 992-0390
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ANTLER POINTSThe California
Department of Fish and
Game (DFG) is offering
summer archery classes to
young people who want
to learn basic archery
skills.

This will also be a
great chance to enjoy
wildlife and spend time
outdoors. All classes are
open to youth at least 10
years old and accompa-
nied by a parent or
guardian. Classes cost $15
per youth, which includes
the use of the equipment
and lunch. Parents and
guardians are included in
the lunch at no additional
charge. Pre-registration is
required for all classes
and is open now. Partici-
pants may register online
for all events at
www.dfg.ca.gov/yo.

“Archery is
increasingly becoming a
more popular outdoor
activity and these classes
help provide additional
opportunities for families
to spend time together
outdoors,” said Lesa
Johnston, program
coordinator.

The classes are as
follows: Saturday, June
16, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the
Nevada County Sports-
men Range in Nevada
City; and Saturday, July
14, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the
Feather River Bowmen
Range in Loyalton. Each
class will include basic
archery instruction,
information on types of
equipment, outdoor
ethics, and time spent
shooting on a field
archery course.

These events are co-
sponsored by the Califor-
nia Bowmen/State
Archery Association
(CBH/SAA).

DFG Offers
Archery Classes

R. Judd Hanna, 65, of
Mill Creek, has been
appointed by Governor
Arnold Schwarzenegger
to the California Fish and
Game Commission. For
the past 16 years, Mr.
Hanna has been self-
employed as a rice
farmer and real estate
developer. Hanna previ-
ously served as regional
vice president for the
Grupe Development
Company from 1984 to
1990 and vice president
of the land and farming
corporation, the Novato
Center, from 1980 to
1984. Prior to that, he
served in the U.S. Navy
from 1964 to 1978,
retiring as lieutenant
commander. Hanna is a
founding board member
of the Mill Creek
Conservancy and serves
as secretary for the
California Wildlife
Foundation.

The California Fish
and Game Commission
has been involved in the
management and
sustainable use of
California’s fish and
wildlife resources since
1870, and in 1940 the

New
Commissioner

Preferences
      A Southwick Associ-
ates’ Internet survey
turned up the following
preferences for products
and activities in 2006 by
hunters and shooters.
This list has been
compiled based on the
HunterSurvey.com
service that received
15,424 hunters and target
shooter surveys in 2006.
That year the top brands
and activities included:
• Top game species: deer
(62.4% of all hunters)
• Top shotgun sport: trap
and skeet (40.2% more
participation than sport-
ing clays)
• Top rifle brand:
Remington (17.5% of all
purchases)
• Top shotgun brand:
Remington (24.5% of all
purchases)
• Top muzzleloader
brand: CVA (39.3% of all
purchases)
• Top handgun brand:
Smith & Wesson (20.6% of
all purchases)
• Top scope for firearms:
Tasco (16.8% of all pur-
chases)
• Top blackpowder
brand: Pyrodex (43.4% of
all purchases)
• Top bow brand: PSE
(14.4% of all purchases)
• Top game call brand:
Knight & Hale (17.5% of
all purchases)
• Top knife brand: Buck
(22.5% of all purchases)
• Top scent brand: Tinks
(25.3% of all purchases)
• Top target brand:
Shoot-N-C (36.8% of all
purchases)

A new report shows
25 states performed
better than the national
rate in sales of hunting
licenses, tags and stamps
in 2005. National sales,
the main funding mecha-
nism for state conserva-
tion agencies, set a new
record, topping $723
million.
      The 2005 figures, just
released by the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service,
show total sales rose 2.8
percent from the previous
year, while the number of
customers slipped 1.4
percent, from 14.7 million
to 14.5 million.
      The total number of
U.S. hunters, including
both licensed and non-
licensed, is estimated
much higher than the
14.5 million acknowl-
edged in the federal
report. The National
Sporting Goods Associa-
tion calculates 20.6
million active hunters.
The Outdoor Industry
Association's latest
estimate surpasses 26
million. And in a new
survey commissioned by
the National Shooting
Sports Foundation
(NSSF) and conducted by
independent firm Re-
sponsive Management, 19
percent of Americans,
more than 50 million
people, said they've
hunted in the past two
years.
      Depending on local
laws, non-licensed
hunters may include:
1. Young hunters who
aren't yet required to buy
a license.

Better Hunting
Numbers

 2. Hunters at wing-
shooting and other game
preserves.
3. Landowners hunting
on their own property.
4. Lessees hunting on
land where they reside.
5. Active duty military on
leave.
6. Citizens who hunt only
on free hunting days.
7. Senior citizens no
longer required to buy a
license.

people provided for a
Fish and Game Com-
mission in the State
Constitution.

Upon Senate confir-
mation, Mr. Hanna’s term
will expire January 15,

2013.
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CDA President’s Message

CDA Dreaming

Each year in April the
Department of Fish and Game
publishes its annual Big Game
Hunting booklet. Its pages are filled
with tables showing the hunts for
the upcoming
season and lots of
statistics regarding
last year’s hunts,
including the
number of hunters
who put in for each
drawing, how many
Preference Points it
took to be drawn,
the hunter success
rate for the different
hunts, etc.

From the time
the booklet gets into
hunters’ hands until
the early June application deadline,
many hunters spend hours poring
over this information. Each hunter
is trying to decide what their odds
might be for the different hunts
before making their final decisions.

A few years ago the DFG
implemented the Modified
Preference Point System in an
attempt to give hunters who were
persistent in applying each year a
better chance than merely the luck
of the draw. Of course, the problem
is there are never enough tags for
the number of hunters who would
like to participate in these special
hunts. Consequently, a large
number of unlucky hunters each
year must look for an alternative to
the hunt that was their first choice.

If the California Deer
Association (CDA) could have its
wildest dream come true, California
would have a deer population
which would provide the number
of hunting opportunities as do
some of the southern states such as
Louisiana. Just tell a deer hunter
from there that we have a drawing
for deer tags and they will look at
you funny. Why? Because in their
state there is no drawing — the

seasons are long and they just buy
the tags over the counter.

While this dream is probably
next to impossible for California,
CDA is doing its best to help

improve — or at least
stabilize — the deer
populations in our state
and also offer
additional hunting
opportunities. CDA has
helped the DFG open
additional public
hunting opportunities
on the Big Chico Creek
Preserve and Canada de
los Osos Ecological
Reserve. CDA over the
past three years has also
provided free junior
deer hunts via a public

drawing. So far, CDA has given 45
junior hunters the experience of a
fully guided hunt-of-a-lifetime for
antlerless deer on the fabulous
270,000-acre Tejon Ranch.

I would like to announce that
again this year CDA will be provid-
ing 20 junior hunters with antlerless
deer tags for guided hunts on the
Tejon Ranch. These hunts will be
given away in a free drawing open
to the public. Those juniors who are
drawn will also receive products
from our sponsors, Winchester
Ammunition, Alpen Optics and
Birchwood Casey. See page 5 for
details and an entry form.

Another great big thank you
goes to Vail and Vickers and to
Multiple User Managers for
providing CDA another first by
donating five youth hunts on the
famous Santa Rosa Island this year
for auction at CDA dinners.

Continue to dream the dream,
but in the meantime thanks for your
continued support in helping make
these CDA projects come true.

Andy Wood
President
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California Deer
Membership Drive

JOIN TODAY!
If you are a deer enthusiast, this could be the best $30 that you have

ever spent. The deer of California need your support!
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

CALIFORNIA DEER ASSOCIATION

CHAPTER:_____________________________ DATE: _______________

NAME:______________________________________________________

ADDRESS:__________________________________________________

CITY:________________________STATE:___________ ZIP:__________

COUNTY:______________________________________

PHONE - WORK:_____________________ HOME:__________________

   �  VISA        �  MASTERCARD      �  CHECK ENCLOSED

   CARD # ___________________________  EXP. DATE _____________

   SIGNATURE _______________________  DATE _________________

   MEMBERSHIP FEES    �  MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL #____________

�  $30 Full Membership: One year, decal & newsletter                        Mail To:
�  $5 Junior Membership: Same as full membership       California Deer Association
�  $1,000 Life Membership: Installment option $250 per year.

California Deer Association
820 Park Row, PMB 671
Salinas, CA  93901-2406
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