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www.barnesbullets.com
1-800-574-9200

TSX®  Barnes’ most popular 
hunting bullet. It has gained 
worldwide recognition as one of 
the deadliest, most dependable 
hunting bullets you can buy. 

TIPPED TSX® The proven 
performance of the TSX bullet with a 
polymer tip that improves long-range 
ballistics. Instant expansion and 
perfect penetration for quicker kills.

LRX®- LONG-RANGE X 
For the long-range shooter who 
demands pin-point accuracy. Higher 
B.C. values, ogive and boat tail 
lengths improve the bullets’ long-
range ballistic performance. 

WHEN OPPORTUNITY KNOCKS, 
BE LOADED WITH 
THE ANSWER.
Whether it’s the buck of the season or the 
trophy of a lifetime, when opportunity 
knocks Barnes’ Triple-ShockTM X Bullet® 
technology delivers superior expansion 
and weight retention, unsurpassed 
energy transfer, exceptional accuracy, and 
devastating results.
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Redding     1/18/14   Bob Van Horn (530) 941-1663
Santa Rosa     1/18/14   Mike Deas (707) 756-2045
Turlock    1/18/14   Michael A. Sealy (209) 605-0014
North Valley (Colusa)   2/15/14    Pat Fitmorris (530) 632-2091
Woodland     2/21/14   Kevin Bottimore (530) 908-0716 
Tulare Ducks & Bucks  2/21/14   Rodney Torres (209) 769-1088
Gridley     3/01/14    Mark Dalrymple (530) 531-5437
Kern River Valley (Lake Isabella)  3/01/14    Bill Stonebarger (760) 379-2804 
San Jose     3/08/14    Bill Otto (408) 258-9806
Tulelake/Butte Valley    3/08/14   Heath Wright (530) 567-5774 
Merced    3/15/14   Frank Lopez (559) 232-5673
Chico      3/15/14    Kurt Steindorf (530) 570-5229
Diablo Blacktail (Concord)  3/21/14    Dave Hunter (925) 200-0449
         Phil Buscaglia (925) 766-0538
Bakersfield    3/22/14   Rodney Torres (209) 769-1088
Salinas Valley (King City)   3/29/14    Clem Albertoni (831) 678-3297 
Lodi     4/05/14   Stan Aikman (858) 204-5209
         Pete Reid (209) 329-6920
Antelope Valley (Lancaster)  4/05/14   Rodney Torres (209) 769-1088
South County (Santa Clara County) 4/12/14    Manny Machado (408) 483-6400
Mount St. Helena (Calistoga)  4/25/14   Rick Sereni (707) 291-5407
Central Coast (Paso Robles)   5/03/14   Ryan Smith (805) 423-5929
Central Valley (Fresno)   5/03/14    Mike Foxen (559) 259-1567 
Redwood Coast (Eureka)   5/10/14    Tim Pricer (707) 599-2216
Westside (Gustine)    5/10/14    Anthony Castro (209) 854-6709 
Southern California    5/31/14   Dave Mahosky (951) 237-0573
Placer County (Lincoln)   6/14/14    Brian Azevedo (916) 295-4883 
Eastern Sierra (Bishop)   6/21/14    Doug Brown (760) 937-7963 
Western Sierra (Sonora)   TBA     Ronnie Hobbs (209) 984-3015
Mt. Shasta    TBA    Mike Burns (530) 859-2899
         Trent Willis (707) 338-7820 

Raising Big Bucks for Deer
CDA 2014 Fundraising Banquet Schedule
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Jerry Springer
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 Even though there are hunting 
opportunities year round in 
California, there are just some things 
that make your mind quickly start 
thinking of the fall hunting seasons. 
Sometimes it’s just the cooler 
mornings, maybe it’s an overcast 
sky, or merely something different 
in the feel of a light wind. You start 
searching for those first leaves to start 
turning a different color. If you are in 
the mountains you watch the aspen 
trees for the changing of their green 
leaves to yellow, and as some hunting 
friends used to say, “They’re getting 
ready for the big dance.” For as the 
fall winds move through the aspens, 
their bright yellow leaves move as if 
they are dancing and they make their 
own unique music. 
 The thought of the upcoming 
hunting seasons also brings back 
memories of those we used to share 
the hunts and hunting camps with as 
we sat around the campfire reliving 
the same hunting stories over and 
over again and hopefully adding 
new ones. As hunting seasons come 
and go, some of our hunting friends 
unfortunately will no longer share 
the campfire with us this season - the 
dads, the uncles, the friends and 
others. As hunters we experience 
what nonhunters can’t even 
imagine and why anti-hunters don’t 
understand why we like to hunt.  
       It’s not just the bucks you bagged 
or the ones you missed. It’s also the 
memories of those who hiked the 
mountains with you, experienced 
the below freezing temperatures on 
the mornings’ stands, helped you 

skin your bucks, pitched in to set up 
camps, cooked the dinners, dodged 
the smoke from campfires as it 
changed directions, and made you 
laugh! 
 While not every CDA member is 
a hunter, I would bet that all know 
hunters and are amazed at their 
passion for hunting. They are even 
more amazed that we will work so 
hard at raising money for deer and 
other wildlife, get excited about 
taking and viewing photos/videos 
of deer — especially big bucks — 
and spend so much time trying to 
bag a deer. The fact is, the couple of 
seconds your finger is on the trigger 
or you have the string of your bow 
pulled back with a buck in your 
sights is minuscule compared to all 
the time and preparation you take for 
those few seconds that for many of us 
don’t even happen every year. Why 
do we do this? Because there is just 
something magical to us about deer. 
 While many of us are spending 
the majority of our time this fall 
either hunting or getting ready to go 
hunting, CDA chapters are having 
meetings, our Field Directors are 
preparing for the upcoming banquet 
season, and the CDA Board is 
planning  for CDA’s future — but no 
matter which of these things you are 
doing, they’re all about deer. 
 Finally, I want to share some 
fantastic news… even with our 
economy still in a depressed state, 
your efforts this past banquet season 
resulted in a new record for the funds 
CDA chapters raised for California’s 
deer herds — thanks to every one of 
you! These funds will be especially 
helpful as CDA works with the 
Department of Fish and Wildlife to 
help restore the habitat destroyed by 
the Rim Fire. The Rim Fire is the third 
largest forest fire in California history 
and the largest ever in the Sierra 
Nevada, burning more than a quarter 
of the Stanislaus National Forest and 
part of Yosemite. 
 I look forward to meeting many 
of you again at CDA’s upcoming 
banquets in 2014 or in the field this 
season.



A Cactus in the Snow 
An Interview with William Telles by Jerry Springer

 It was last November when I 
opened an email that had an attached 
photo of an awesome but also a very 
unusual buck which had been taken 
during the 2012 D5-Zone deer season. 
Recently I was lucky enough to be 
able to talk with the California hunter 
who bagged this trophy, William 
Telles. Here is what he told me.
 On October 22, 2012, the last 
Monday of the season, Telles and his 
nephew, Anthony Thomason, headed 
out on a hunting trip. Traveling on 
Highway 50 toward Lake Tahoe, it 
started snowing just after passing the 
Ice House turnoff. Telles wasn’t wor-
ried because he was use to driving 
in the snow and had a 4-wheel-drive 
vehicle. Besides, the excitement of 
it snowing in California before the 
season was over gave him visions of 
migrating deer and bucks in the rut.
 On this hunt Telles would be us-
ing his brand-new Browning X Bolt 
rifle chambered in .300 Win Mag with 
handloads of 180-grain Nosler Parti-
tion bullets. He had also topped the 
rifle off with a new Leupold scope 
and was anxious to see if he could 
bag a deer with it.
 Normally, Telles likes to hunt 
the X1 Zone but was not drawn in 

2012 for that zone, 
so besides hunting 
the A-Zone he also 
picked up a D3-5 tag 
for this hunt.
       Reaching Lake 
Tahoe, they headed 
south and into the 
mountains. When 
they got out of 
the vehicle for the 
afternoon’s hunt, 
Telles said, “It was 
snowing pretty good 
and there was 4-6 
inches of snow on 
the ground.” They 
headed out and had 
not gone more than 
a couple hundred 
yards when they 
spotted a forkhorn. 
Telles raised his rifle 
but then decided the 

deer hunting weather was just too 
good  to take a forkie so he lowered 
his rifle and they continued on.
 When they 
reached a clearing 
they noticed a deer 
skirting the edge of 
some aspens on the 
other side and real-
ized it looked like a 
three- or four-point 
buck.  At about 
the same time the 
buck saw them and 
started back into the 
trees. Telles quickly 
shouldered his rifle,  
got crosshairs on it, 
and pulled the trig-
ger just as the buck 
started to disap-
pear. It was about 
an 80-yard  shot and 
they saw the buck 
go down.
 Still not real-
izing what an 
unusual trophy 
he had just taken, 
Telles and Thoma-
son walked over to 

see the buck. As they began pulling it 
out of the tangle of trees and brush, 
Telles thought the antlers had gotten 
tangled in some brush. Then he saw 
what he had just bagged … It had a 
16x13 rack, what some call a cactus 
buck. Luckily for Telles it did have a 
fork on the upper two-thirds of one 
of its tines, making it a legal buck.
 Telles said he has been hunting 
since he was 8 years old and though 
he has taken some nice bucks, this 
one is the most unusual.
 Telles has recently received his 
buck back from Fur Fin and Feather 
Taxidermy, which is located in 
Colusa, and it is on display in Telles’ 
business, Tri-Valley Carpet in Clear-
lake. Telles and his wife Angel have 
informed us that everyone is wel-
come to stop by and take a look at 
the buck. Their business is located at 
14642 Lakeshore Drive in Clearlake, 
California.
 Wouldn’t any of us like to find a 
cactus buck like this, in or out of the 
snow?!?  Congratulations, William!

California Deer          5
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Field N
otes

Making a Difference

CDA Scholarship Winners! 
 

 Our fiscal year has ended, our 
2013 banquets are behind us and we 
are planning our 2014 events.  When I 
reflect about our past banquet season, 
one thing that really stands out to me 
is the strong dedication and passion 
for deer, wildlife conservation, and 
the outdoors sports that our volun-
teers and members have.  It is so 
encouraging and special to see how 
our members care and give to make 
our organization successful.  Chapter 
volunteers continue to demonstrate 
creativity and hard work to make 
our banquets successful and we ap-
preciate all the time and dedication 
exhibited toward the species that we 
care about so much; California deer.  
We couldn’t do what we are doing 
without the strong support of our 
chapter chairs and officers, our com-
mittee members, our board directors, 
and our members. Thank you all so 
very much. 

 In this column, I take a few 
paragraphs to reflect on CDA and/or 
outdoor current events.  In case you 
all haven’t noticed, there are some 
misguided folks out there who want 
to take away our freedom to hunt. 
(No, really?!?).
 Times have sure changed since I 
was a kid and used to ride my bike 
through town after school with my 
shotgun on its handlebars and with 
my dog along to hunt with me, and 
our neighbors waving and wishing 
me good luck (and this is a suburb of 
Sacramento, mind you).  I have heard 
stories from some of you also of kids 
taking the bus to school with guns in 
the ‘60s and ‘70s in rural areas of Cali-
fornia so they could hunt on the way 
home after school!  The bus driver 
graciously storing the weapons safely 
on the bus during the day until the 
kids were dropped off again at the 
rural bus stop.  Those days are gone 
forever, I’m afraid…
 We will never change the mind 
of anti-hunters but having nonhunt-
ers on our side is very important.  
There are many people out there who 
haven’t made up their minds about 
hunting or are “on the fence.”  If you 
are a CDA member, then I am sure 
you, like me, care deeply about our 
hunting heritage in our great country 
and want to see it perpetuated. 
 I was in the grocery store line 
recently and two guys in line ahead 
of me struck up a conversation on 
how their hunting seasons were go-
ing.  One guy was graphically de-
scribing how his .300 magnum was 
too big for blacktails and that he blew 
a hole through his deer “the size of 
a softball” and it wasted both front 

shoulders. As he chuckled, a lady 
behind me was obviously upset with 
the story and I was embarrassed as 
well.
 Here is my point: Let’s all be-
come “Hunting Ambassadors” and 
think before we speak in public or 
post photos on our Facebook page of 
a deer on the tailgate with its tongue 
hanging out and blood dripping all 
over the place.  It really does matter 
what nonhunters think of us.  We 
have a special heritage in our country 
and the future of our great outdoor 
traditions depends on a positive pub-
lic opinion.  
 Another thing that would help 
carry on our outdoor traditions is get-
ting more involved with your local 
chapter.  If there isn’t a CDA chapter 
nearby, let’s talk about starting one!  
We really want to grow CDA. So, if 
you live in the central or southern 
part of the state call Rodney Torres 
at (209) 769-1088 or if you are in the 
northern part of the state call me at 
(530) 632-2091.  We raise the lion’s 
share of our conservation dollars at 
local fundraising events and our local 
chapters could use the help. CDA’s 
policy continues to be that 75% of its 
net funds are designated for projects 
that help wildlife.  Working on a vol-
unteer committee that raises money 
for conservation is a great experience 
and can be a lot of fun and very re-
warding, too.  Together, we can make 
a difference for California’s wildlife 
and its deer herds. 
 Best regards and good hunting 
this fall!

Pat Fitzmorris
CDA Field Director

Sierra Nevada foothill bucks like 
this one become easier to photo-

graph when they toss caution to the 
wind during the rut.

Photograph by Daryl C. Oest.

The Cover$1,500
Cassandra Ann Von Nordheim - Poway, California 
University of Idaho
Major - Wildlife Resources

$1,000 
Hannah Gomes - Fort Jones, California
Oregon State University 
Major - Fisheries and Wildlife
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2014 CDA Rifle of the Year

      The California Deer Association’s 2014 Rifle of the Year is the Browning X-Bolt Medallion chambered in 7mm 
WSM. One of these rifles will be available at each of CDA’s fundraising banquets in 2014 and they will have CDA en-
graving on the barrels. Don’t miss your chance to add this great rifle to your gun collection and at the same time help 
CDA raise funds for California’s deer.

Browning X-Bolt Medallion
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       The California Deer Associa-
tion this past year wanted to show 
our appreciation to current CDA 
members by randomly selecting a 
CDA member each calendar quarter 
to receive absolutely free an item 
to express our appreciation. What 
better item to give away than a 
hunting rifle? 
      Damian Dagneau of Shasta 
Lake was our first winner and 
his rifle was a Tikka T3 Stainless 
in 7mm-08. 
      Our second winner was Rob-
ert Branch of Arroyo Grande. 
The rifle Branch won was a 
Weatherby Vanguard  Series 2 

Synthetic rifle in .300 Winchester 
Magnum. 
      The third rifle winner was 
Amy Botelho of Salinas. Botelho 
also won a Weatherby Vanguard 
Series 2 Synthetic rifle in .270. 
      Our fourth and final winner 
was Cory Cardoza (pictured)
of Gustine. Cory is a volunteer 
with the Westside Chapter and 
will be receiving a Weatherby 
Vanguard Series 2 Synthetic rifle 
in .257 Weatherby Magnum. 
      Congratulations to all four 
winners and thanks for support-
ing CDA with your member-
ships.      

CDA Member Appreciation Drawings Conclude 
With Final Winner!
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 In late June, when Arizona tem-
peratures soared to 117 degrees, the 
International Conference on Ecolo-
gy and Transportation (ICOET) was 
held in Scottsdale, Arizona. Why 
should this be of interest to CDA 
members? Because this conference 
allows those in the transportation/
highway field and those whose jobs 
entail wildlife to exchange ideas, 
research and best practices regard-
ing better ways to create transpor-
tation systems that protect both 
humans and wildlife.
 According to the ICOET Con-
ference publication, “ICOET is 
the foremost multidisciplinary, 
interagency supported conference 
addressing the broad range of eco-
logical issues related to transporta-
tion systems. Experts in transporta-
tion development, related scientific 
study, policy issues, and adminis-
trative processes gather at ICOET 
to share the most current research 
information, quality applications, 
and best practices that can enhance 
both the project development pro-
cess and the ecological sustainabil-

ity of transportation systems.”
 Sara Holm, a wildlife biologist 
with the California Department of 
Fish & Wildlife (CDFW), is a mem-
ber of the Highway 89 Stewardship 
Team (89ST), as are representatives  
from CDA and other agencies as 
well. Holm’s poster presentation 
was accepted for the 2013 ICOET on 
work being done in Sierra County 
to help mule deer and other wild-
life get safely across the section of 
Highway 89 between Truckee and 
Sierraville. She was not able to get 
approval to attend ICOET due to 
budget and travel restrictions at 
CDFW, but when CDA was made 
aware of that, CDA funded her trip 
and registration for ICOET. CDA 
felt this was indirect support of deer 
conservation, which would actu-
ally help deer on the ground in  the 
future.
 Holm attended numerous ses-
sions by speakers from throughout 
the United States and the world who 
are working to improve wildlife 
permeability across highway bar-
riers.  Many of the attendees are 

building crossing structures similar 
to the underpass built by the 89ST 
at Kyburz Flat. Many innovative 
design, fencing and treatment 
strategies were presented and ideas 
shared on how to make wildlife 
passage a priority. Locally, this 
knowledge will help impact deci-
sions made as the 89ST designs the 
next set of wildlife underpasses on 
Sagehen Grade.
 Transportation agencies across 
the world are working hand in 
hand with resource agencies, the 
Federal Highway Transportation 
Administration and others to plan 
ahead for wildlife needs as they 
address construction and mainte-
nance of highways. This benefits 
wildlife, which may no longer be 
an afterthought when it comes to 
the hazards that roads present.
 Areas like Highway 89 in 
Sierra County will not only have 
improved passage and reduced 
road mortality for deer and other 
wildlife, but will also be safer for 
drivers as fencing directs the ani-
mals into the underpasses instead 
of across roads. CDA has been an 
active partner in funding projects 
on Highway 89, including the GPS 
collar work being done by CDFW 
and camera monitoring by the 89ST 
to help select locations for deer 
crossings and fencing.
 The conference was another 
way that CDA invests in deer by 
getting the word out about the 
work being done in California and 
supporting the training and knowl-
edge base of a biologist who works 
on the ground in deer manage-
ment. The information and contacts 
made at the conference will benefit 
deer throughout our state and will 
hopefully pave the way for more 
active participation and coop-
eration between agencies that can 
make improvements for deer both 
in the woods and along the roads. 

Gaining/Sharing Knowledge at 
2013 ICOET Conference

Sara Holm, wildlife biologist with CDFW, stands beside her poster at ICOET.
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California Bucks

Have a nice photo of California bucks? Share it 
with other CDA members in California Deer by 
emailing it to Jerry@WesternHunter.com.

Photos by John Mc Millan
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Hartman Bar Ridge
Black Oak Habitat Restoration/Enhancement

Cindy K. Roberts, USDA Forest Service, Plumas National Forest, Feather River Ranger District

PROJECTS

The top row 
of photos 
are some 
areas before 
removing the 
conifers. The 
bottom row of 
photos show 
the areas after 
removal.

 The purpose of this project, 
which was started in the summer of 
2012 and will be completed in the 
fall of 2013, is to restore and enhance 
black oak habitat for the Mooretown 
deer herd along the Hartman Bar 
Ridge (HBR) area in the Plumas Na-
tional Forest. The HBR is one of sev-
eral areas within the Watson Project 
(National Environmental Policy Act 
documentation) which were identi-
fied as opportunities to enhance black 
oak habitat.
 Black oaks are critically impor-
tant to deer, providing cover and for-
age habitat. The project area is along 
a migration route within their sum-

mer range and presently consists pri-
marily of forest dominated by conifers 
and mature shrubs. Past management 
activities removed or girdled oaks in 
order to favor conifers. Suppression of 
frequent, low-intensity fires reduced 
the quality of the remaining black oak 
habitat by allowing conifers to grow in 
and shade out oaks, thereby reducing 
suitable deer cover and forage habitat.  
       Removing conifers within the 
black oak stands will also reduce the 
potential for stand-replacing wildfires 
and habitat loss. Treatment included 
hand-thinning with “pile and burn-
ing” or “lop and scatter” methods. 
Additional acres of black oak habitat 

will be restored and/or enhanced as 
funding allows. Oak wood will be 
utilized as firewood. Slash will be 
burned in winter/spring.
 To date over 60 acres of black oak 
habitat have been restored. Black oak 
trees appear healthier, and seedlings 
and saplings are responding with 
vigorous growth. Additional acres 
are proposed to be restored as part 
of the other district projects within 
the Hartman Bar Ridge and Watson 
Ridge areas. Future treatments within 
the area include a thinning utilizing 
mechanical equipment to remove 
some of the larger conifers adjacent to 
or within the black oak stands.
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The photo on 
the left shows 
oak saplings 
growing in 
the restora-
tion area. 

The photo 
on the right 
shows a 
sawyer giving 
a thumbs-up 
for a large 
black oak.   

On the left 
is a group of 
sawyers who 
worked on the 
project.

On the right, 
one of the 
sawyers is 
removing a 
conifer next 
to a black oak.



A fantastic buck for Dino Manuel’s 
first deer. According to his dad, 
Bert, Dino took this buck at 207 

yards wih a .270 WSM 150-grain 
Nosler bullet from a Winchester 

Model 70  that they got at the 
North Valley Chapter Banquet in 
Colusa as a table gun. They were 

hunting near Burns, Colorado. The 
buck scored 161 B&C.

 
 

Attention CDA Members!
Share your days afield with other mem-
bers by emailing your photos to Jerry@
WesternHunter.com.14 California Deer

Members Afield
It was September 27, 2013, in the C Zone 
when Owen Robinson first spotted the four 
bucks at 8:00 a.m. about 900 yards away. It 
took 2 1/2 hours to stalk within 286 yards. 
He took the shot from ridge to ridge with a 
10-15 mph crosswind. Robinson was shoot-
ing a Savage Model 16 .300 WSM 150-grain 
Winchester Supreme bullet. The buck went 
about 40 yards and dropped. It slid about 
150 yards down the mountain. The buck is 
a 4x5 with eyeguards. The rack measures 
22-inches wide and 21-inches tall  with re-
ally heavy mass. The pack out back to camp 
took about 5 1/2 hours. In the walk-in cooler 
the buck’s hanging weight was 100 pounds 
dressed. 

Connor Huber, age 12, shot 
his first buck during the 2012 
A-Zone season. Connor shot the 
deer with a Remington 7 .243 
that he won at the Central Valley 
Chapter Banquet in Fresno. He 
is joined by his dad, Craig, and 
grandpa Stan.
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It was September 22, 2013, the last 
day of the A-Zone season, when 

Chase Rigby used his Remington 
Model 700 to drop this 20-inch wide 
and 18-inch tall buck near Hopland. 

The 3x4 had mass and eyeguards. 
One shot at 160 yards across a 

canyon allowed Rigby to put his tag 
on this buck.

CDA Mt. St. Helena Chapter members David 
Figueroa (above), Jimmy Figueroa (left), Scott 
Churchill (right) headed for Idaho in the fall of 
2012. They were looking for some good mule 
deer bucks and as you can see by these racks, 
they weren’t to be disappointed.

Nathan Chang took this A-Zone buck near 
Hollister on September 15, 2013. Chang was 
using a Remington Model 700 .30-06 when 
he shot the buck at 50 yards. 

Members Afield
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Rim Fire Report

 This past August as we all saw the 
reports on the growing Rim Fire, Larry 
Smith, CDA’s Project Committee Chair-
man, contacted DFW’s Greg Gersten-
berg to see what CDA could do for the 
deer and the habitat affected by this fire. 
Gerstenberg, a local DFW wildlife biolo-
gist in the Rim Fire area, informed Smith 
that DFW would not be able to assess the 
damage until the fire was under control 
and they could meet with the U.S. Forest 
Service.
 Gerstenberg was able to provide 
the following email as of August 30th. 
Please remember that as of the date of this 
publication, DFW still hasn’t been able 
to assess the full damage to the area in 
which one-quarter of the entire Stanis-
laus National Forest was destroyed. 

Gerstenberg Email:
 Thank you and CDA for the sup-
port. Yesterday a few of us drove into 
the heart of the Jawbone portion of 
the winter range located in the central 
portion of the Rim Fire.  It was dif-
ficult getting to see much of the area 
due to smoke and because most of 
the roads were littered with down 
timber. We were able to cut our way 
out onto the Jawbone lava cap. Many 
of the areas we went through to get to 
the lava cap had burned. Once on the 
lava cap ridge, there were some areas 
that were protected from the crown 
fire and had a ground fire only, or 
even experienced a skip. This one 
area was the bright spot on our tour. 
 On a sad note, the forest service 
cabin we have been using as a base 
station for our research (the same 
one used by Starker Leopold in about 

1950) and the same cabin used for 
the past 60+ years for fall and spring 
composition counts, did burn down. 
The garage survived, so we will need 
to rethink how things are done.
 We did see some deer within the 
burn area. Also, of the five transmitter 
deer that were in winter range, three 
of them were found.  It is unknown if 
the other two are still alive. A flight 
will be needed to confirm their fate 
and that cannot occur until after the 
fire is completely extinguished. We 
were not able to get into the areas 
where additional transmitters could 
be present. Most of the transmitter 
deer are on summer range areas to the 
north of the fire. We have 56 deer with 
active transmitters.
 There will be further impacts.  The 
amount and how long the impacts 
occur is unknown. We only looked 
at a very small area, so as additional 
information is obtained, we will have 
a better idea of potential options. One 
thing we all agreed on was that for 
the short term, the timing and sever-
ity of this winter will be the 
biggest influence on what 
occurs. If we can get some 
light rains early in the win-
ter and no significant low-
elevation snowfall, then 
the potential for adverse 
impacts will be reduced. 
The one thing that stood 
out as a major impact is the 
loss of oak woodland. The 
winter range is in an area 
where significant areas of 
black oak are present. The 
project that CDA approved 

for the Jawbone winter range was 
designed to protect oak woodland 
from wildfire. Now with what we 
saw yesterday, there would be chang-
es on how a project like this would 
occur and what could be done to 
provide protection. It is my desire to 
put some of this information together 
since we observed some results of the 
burn that were unexpected. Based on 
our deer research from this area, the 
acorn mast crop is a key component 
to deer condition. For all the oaks 
lost, stump sprouting will occur and 
the oaks will take about 25 years to 
start producing an acorn crop. 
 We did check on an area up near 
Cherry Lake which is summer and 
transitional range where the fire had 
slowed and was only a ground fire. 
In this area, it appears that the fire 
will be beneficial. We will not know 
the impacts or benefits until a full as-
sessment is completed.
 The acreage for the fire is now 
up to 201,894 acres with 32% con-
tainment. It is expected to increase 
through the next week or two, and 
the final number will be based on 
if it is contained soon or escapes 
again. There are still areas of torch-
ing, crown fires, and spotting that is 
occurring, and we have only seen a 
very small portion of the footprint 
where the fire occurred.
 Until the fire is under control 
and the assessment is complete, we 
would only be guessing at what 
needs to be done. The Forest Service 
has its hands full right now, so it will 
be some time before we should be 
able to open a discussion.
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Santa Rosa Chapter

2013 CDA Banquets!
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 An estimated one million deer 
are killed on US highways annu-
ally. In the last 10 years, researchers 
have found methods to reduce the 
toll of animal deaths on our road-
ways, while at the same time sav-
ing the lives of drivers as well as 
their bumpers, too. The Highway 
89 Stewardship Team (89ST) is a 
diverse grassroots group dedicated 
to reducing animal-vehicle collisions 
and facilitating animal movement 
across highways through mitigation, 
research, and education. The section 
of Highway 89 that the Stewardship 
Team has adopted is a 25-mile stretch 
between Truckee and Sierraville, 
through which a large number of the 
migratory Loyalton-Truckee deer 
herd migrates.
 This June, the California Deer 
Association provided training schol-
arships for eight of the Highway 89 
Stewardship Team’s dozen members 
to have them learn more about road 
ecology, while mentoring two other 
new California teams attempting the 
same type of mitigation. 

Highway 89 Stewardship Team Training Scholarships
Sandra Jacobson, Coordinator of the Highway 89 Stewardship Team 

USDA Forest Service, Pacific Southwest Research Station 

PROJECTS

 The two other teams, from Modoc 
County and Yosemite National Park/
Sierra National Forest, were hosted 
by the Highway 89 Stewardship Team 
through a companion grant obtained 
from the Federal Highway Admin-
istration. Four CDA members were 
among the group attending the train-
ing.
 The weeklong training course, 
called Innovative Approaches to 
Wildlife and Highway Interactions, is 
intended to raise the awareness and 
scientific knowledge of the three stew-
ardship teams so that they can help 
solve some of the challenging issues of 
reducing deer mortality on highways.  
The course has been taught many 
times around the U.S., in 10 different 
states, by internationally recognized 
instructors. Course alumni include 
people who have gone on to nation-
ally celebrated accomplishments, such 
as the I-90 Snoqualmie Pass project in 

Washington, and the SR 260 project 
in Arizona. 
 The Highway 89 Stewardship 
Team has begun a phase in which 
the research it does will be a major 
contribution to this science. Conse-
quently, its members need to rigor-
ously understand the best existing 
science of today. When the 89ST 
began 10 years ago, much less was 
known about road ecology. Since the 
Highway 89 Stewardship Team ob-
tained grants to construct the Kyburz 
Underpass along Highway 89, more 
than 250 passages by deer have been 
documented since the underpass 
opened in 2008. Those deer have 
avoided being carcasses alongside 
the road because of the underpass. 
Two more underpasses at Sagehen 
Grade are being designed for con-
struction in 2015. 
 Mentoring new stewardship 
teams is one way to disseminate the 

Trainees listen as Highway 89 Stewardship Team members share success at the site 
of the Kyburz Underpass. 

The Highway 89 Stewardship Team’s 
area of interest is between Truckee and 
Sierraville. Its programs benefit deer 
across California and beyond.
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success of the Highway 89 Stew-
ardship Team. This year members 
of the three teams expanded their 
understanding in how to reduce deer 
mortality on highways. 
 Thanks to the California Deer 
Association, the Highway 89 Stew-
ardship Team can move forward 
with mentoring as well as research 
and implementation to improve the 
chances of deer safely crossing Cali-
fornia’s highways. 

Right photo: Some members 
of the 89ST.
Left photo below: Trainees 
enjoyed an outdoor classroom 
at the Sagehen Creek Field 
Station north of Truckee. The 
weeklong course featured 
lectures and field trips.
Right photo below: Steward-
ship teams learned about the 
best approaches to reduce deer 
mortality from vehicles. 
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2013 CDA Banquets!
Woodland Chapter
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Bucks of The Good Old Days
    Again this issue we are able to share with you more of the photos sent to us by Dean Dunson, who took 
them in the 1960s in the Lava Beds and Refuge of Siskiyou County. This is currently the X-1 Zone but the 
photos were possibly taken before the DFW established the current Zone system. It was winter and the bucks 
were in the rut at the time. Thanks again to Dean Dunson for sharing these photos with us.



      In 1978, wild turkeys were released in Santa Clara County in four locations in the Mt. Hamilton Range.  One of the 
release sites was the former Stevenson Ranch, just east of Gilroy in Santa Clara County.  The Stevenson Ranch was 
purchased by the then California Department of Fish and Game in 2000, and later became the Cañada de los Osos Eco-
logical Reserve (CDLO).  In 2002, the Department of Fish and Game (now the Department of Fish and Wildlife) and the 
California Deer Association entered into an agreement to manage the lands for youth activities and events, including 
hunting and fishing. Youth wild turkey hunts have been part of the activities there for the past 10 years.

Spring Turkey Hunts at
Cañada de los Osos Ecological Reserve
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Kevin Kirk (right) and his father, Lee, show off Kevin’s first 
turkey. Kevin was the only junior hunter to bag a turkey 
the first day and even luckier by being able to participate as 
an alternate for the Junior Turkey Hunt.

Junior hunter Daniel Robert said, “In all my life I could never have 
asked for a better hunt.” On his second day of the hunt he was able 
to kill a gobbler. It weighed 22 pounds and had an 11-inch beard 
and 1 1/4-inch spurs.

Donald Chaisson is proudly pictured with his 
great gobbler.

Mac Douglass had to hunt a second day to be 
able to connect with his gobbler. His experience 
made him want to put in for other hunts on 
CDLO in the future.



California Deer          21

Your Trail Camera Photos
We would like you to share your trail camera photos with everyone in CDA. Please email your best photos (highest res) 
to Jerry@WesternHunter.com with the subject of Trail Cam Photo. Please include the type of trail camera you are using.

If you look closely in the upper left corner of the left photo you will see a coyote running after the fawn in the right side of the 
photo. The next photo shows the doe chasing the coyote. Submitted by Monte Rudnick. Trail camera was a Bushnell Trophy.

Close-up of a doe trying to catch the scent of the Tasco trail camera. Ben Nuckolls used a Primos Truth Cam Ultra to record this 3x3.

This black bear was caught by Dan Forthuber’s RECONYX trail 
camera.

Shown are two bucks checking out a water source. Photo from a 
Wildview trail camera used by Ron Lara.



 W interhawk is a full-time professional outfitter  
operating on nearly 250 square miles of 

Western Colorado’s majestic Flat Tops Wilderness. 
We provide fully guided and quality drop camp 
elk, mule deer and  bighorn sheep hunts in prime 
national forest and wilderness land that is accessible 
by horseback and mule pack string only, plus winter 
mountain lion hunts at lower elevations. We also  
offer wilderness trout fishing, summer horse-
back vacations and an accredited Outfitters, Guides 
& Packers School. We’ve built our reputation on  
providing great fair-chase hunting, excellent camps, 
quality stock and highly personalized service.

A R C H E R Y     R I F L E     M U Z Z L E L O A D I N G

O F F E R I N G  T H E  F I N E S T  I N 

TRUE WESTERN-STYLE 
HORSEBACK  

BIG GAME HUNTING 
I N  C O L O R A D O ’ S  P R I M I T I V E  

F L A T  T O P S  W I L D E R N E S S

W I N T E R H A W K  O U T F I T T E R S
19 5 6 1  K I M B A L L  C R E E K  R O A D 

C O L L B R A N ,  C O L O R A D O  8 1 6 2 4

( 9 7 0 )  4 8 7 - 3 0 1 1 
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Danielle’s X5B Buck 
By Mike Boggs

 After a great Montana hunt 
with my daughter Danielle, we 
dropped the gooseneck trailer 
off in Lassen County near Rav-
endale as the X5B deer season 
was scheduled to start a week 
later, on October 1, 2012.
 Danielle had been waiting 
for this tag for a very long time. 
She shoots a Remington Model 
700 .270 and is very comfort-
able with it, but she missed a 
very nice buck on the evening 
of the second day of our hunt. It 
happens to all of us, but her jaw 
was dragging the ground from 
the missed shot.
 We passed on lots of smaller 
bucks, knowing there were big-

ger ones in this particular area. 
On the morning of October 3rd, 
we ended the morning hunt as 
we had not seen any animals. 
We then drove up an old road 
and as we plowed our way 
along it, Danielle said, “Buck... 
Stop!”
 I stopped the truck, got out 
and focused my Leica’s on eight 
bucks standing on the hill in 
front of us. As I studied them, 
I could tell they were getting 
ready to scatter but Danielle 
already had her buck picked out 
and took the shot at 280 yards. 
I saw the buck hump up as the 
bullet hit behind its shoulder.
 At the same time she shot, 
another buck that we hadn’t 
seen jumped out from under a 
juniper tree. This was an even 
bigger buck, also a 5x7 and a 
tad wider than hers, but, oh 
well, that’s hunting. We waited 
for nearly 30 minutes and then 
walked up to look for blood 
where the deer had been stand-
ing. Danielle’s buck was 26 3/4-
inches wide and the 5x7 that 
we hadn’t seen was 28 inches. 
We know this because another 
hunter killed him the very next 
day.
 Danielle is a very accom-
plished bowhunter as well, and 
arrowed her first elk at the age 
of 15. She has also taken many 
turkeys and deer.

This hunter 
(unknown) 
was able 
to take this 
28-inch 
5x7 the day 
following 
Danielle 
taking her 
buck.

      Jacob Goff shared this photo 
and his following observations!

       I don’t believe in omens but whilst 
scouting this morning I came across 
this.... It’s my hope that last year some 
poor fellow lost his lucky hat while 
dragging out a deer so my new spot 
may just work out... and not that some 
poor fellow, in disgust, threw off his 
hat, swore off hunting Southern Cali-
fornia deer....
      I’m gonna go with the first.... hope 
this finds you well.... and thanks for the 
hat!!!

Finders Keepers!

Your Hunting 
Friends

Should Join CDA!
Bring a Group to

a Banquet in 2014!

More Friends,
More Fun!
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 W interhawk is a full-time professional outfitter  
operating on nearly 250 square miles of 

Western Colorado’s majestic Flat Tops Wilderness. 
We provide fully guided and quality drop camp 
elk, mule deer and  bighorn sheep hunts in prime 
national forest and wilderness land that is accessible 
by horseback and mule pack string only, plus winter 
mountain lion hunts at lower elevations. We also  
offer wilderness trout fishing, summer horse-
back vacations and an accredited Outfitters, Guides 
& Packers School. We’ve built our reputation on  
providing great fair-chase hunting, excellent camps, 
quality stock and highly personalized service.
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O F F E R I N G  T H E  F I N E S T  I N 

TRUE WESTERN-STYLE 
HORSEBACK  

BIG GAME HUNTING 
I N  C O L O R A D O ’ S  P R I M I T I V E  

F L A T  T O P S  W I L D E R N E S S

W I N T E R H A W K  O U T F I T T E R S
19 5 6 1  K I M B A L L  C R E E K  R O A D 

C O L L B R A N ,  C O L O R A D O  8 1 6 2 4

( 9 7 0 )  4 8 7 - 3 0 1 1 



Membership Drive

Join Today!
If you are a deer enthusiast, this could be the best $30 that you have 

ever spent. The deer of California need your support! 

Membership Application 
California Deer Association

CHAPTER:___________________________________ DATE:____________________

NAME:________________________________________________________________
 
ADDRESS:_____________________________________________________________

CITY:________________________________ STATE:____________ ZIP:____________

COUNTY:_______________________________________________

PHONE - HOME:_______________________ EMAIL:___________________________

 	 qVISA  qMASTERCARD qCHECK ENCLOSED

CARD # ______________________________CID#________ EXP. DATE __________

SIGNATURE ___________________________________ DATE __________________

MEMBERSHIP FEES     qMEMBERSHIP RENEWAL #________________
q$30 Full Membership: One year, decal & newsletter 
q$5 Junior Membership: Same as full membership 
q$1,000 Life Membership: Installment option $250 per year.
q$500 Corporate Sponsorship: Per year.
Mail To: California Deer Association, 820 Park Row, PMB 671, Salinas, CA 93901-2406
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