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Sharing the Tradition
California Deer Association’s 
2012 Junior  Hunt Drawing

2012 Sharing the Tradition Entry Form
Name:________________________________________________________________________________
Address: _____________________________________________________________________________
City:___________________________________________________ State:__________ Zip:___________
Telephone:________________________________ Email Address:________________________________
Junior Hunting Lic #:______________________ Age:_______ Sex: Male or Female (circle one)
Adult Contact: Name___________________________ Telephone___________ Email:_________________
Have you ever hunted deer or hogs?  Yes or No (circle one)      Have Taken: Deer   Hog   None  (circle)
What caliber rifle will you be shooting? ______________________  (required for ammunition order)
DEER Hunt Date: December 18-19                        HOG Hunt Dates: December 19-20, December 20-21 
    (If you can hunt on more than one date, list the dates and hunt type (deer or hog) in order of preference.)
Hunt Date Choices:  1st ________  2nd ________ 3rd ________
(Hunts begin at 10:30 a.m. on first day and conclude at noon of the second day.)

Send entry form to: Sharing the Tradition   Entry Deadline: November 3, 2012
   P.O. Box 7708
   Stockton, CA 95267-0708                                  ( OK to duplicate Entry Form )  

     The California Deer Association is 
pleased to announce its 9th Annual 
Sharing the Tradition Junior Hunts. 
Junior hunters have a chance to win 
one of five fully guided antlerless 
deer hunts or one of 10 fully guided 
hog hunts on the famous 270,000-acre 
Tejon Ranch. 
     This is a free drawing that is open 
to all junior hunters with a valid 
2012/2013 California junior hunting 
license and an unfilled deer tag or pig 
tag. The normal hunt or access fees 
will not be charged. Lodging on the 
ranch is included.

Rules and Requirements
   • Prior year hunt winners are not eligible —  
       only one hunt can be won per junior hunter.   
   •Limit of one entry per junior hunter (list hunt
     dates in order of preference). 
   •Applicant must possess a valid 2012/2013 
     California Junior Hunting License.
   •Applicant must possess a valid unfilled 
      2012 California deer tag (any zone) or deer
      tag application to exchange for the Tejon
      Ranch PLM deer tag. Hog hunters must have  
      a pig tag.
   • Listed hunt dates cannot be changed.
   • Hunts are nontransferable.
   • Hunt acceptance must be confirmed by 
      November 10, 2012.
   •Applicant must be accompanied on the hunt
      by an adult. (Space limitations limit this to
      one adult only.)
   •Transportation to the Tejon Ranch is not
      included and is the responsibility of the
      winner and his/her accompanying adult.
   • Incomplete entries will not be included in   
      the drawing.
   • Only winners will be notified by telephone.

     Five junior hunters will hunt deer 
on the first hunt date and five junior 
hunters will hunt hogs on each of the 
two following dates. This is a random 
drawing conducted by the California 
Deer Association.
     Entry deadline for this year’s 
drawing is November 3, 2012.

15 Free 

Guided Hunts

2012 Sponsors
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You Just Can’t Hunt 
Anymore!

CDA President’s Message

Jerry Springer
President
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 In the 1950s, ’60s, ’70s, and even 
’80s, many of the now older CDA 
members – or as some like to be 
called, “More Mature” members – 
just concentrated on being hunters. 
With few conservation organizations 
around, we didn’t think of going to 
banquets to raise money for wildlife 
projects. And when the early attempts 
to take away hunting opportunities 
came along, most hunters weren’t 
interested in getting involved. After 
all, we just wanted to go hunting 
and didn’t have the time to call 
or write letters, or give money to 
organizations to defend our hunting 
rights because… darn it, we just 
wanted to spend our time hunting.

 Boy, have times changed!

 Probably the first major wake-
up call for hunters in California 
was the 1990 passage of Proposition 
117, which outlawed the hunting 
of mountain lions in California. 
Hunters were asleep at the wheel, 
and many even today do not realize 
just how smart the Antis were 
with this proposition. I often hear 
people say we just need the DFG to 
open a mountain lion season again 
because our deer numbers are being 
decimated by the increasing number 
of mountain lions. Let me explain 
why the DFG can’t do this. 
 Proposition 117 not only gave 
full protection to mountain lions in 
California, it also gave protection to 
mountain lions in other states because 
California hunters are not allowed 

to bring a mountain lion they have 
taken legally in another state back 
into California. Some believe this is 
against the law but don’t want to 
spend the money in court to fight it. 
Thus many of us will not spend the 
time/money to hunt lions in another 
state when we can’t bring them 
home. But the real shot to the heart 
for a future mountain lion season 
in California was the verbiage in 
Proposition 117 that requires a 4/5 
vote of the legislature to overturn 
it. Anyone who follows the politics 
in Sacramento must realize that 
getting even a 2/3 vote on anything 
controversial is next to impossible, 
but to get a 4/5 vote would require 
a miracle – especially because the 
political party in power today in 
Sacramento leans heavily against 
hunting and firearms.  
 Organizations that are against 
hunting and the proper management 
of wildlife have increased in number 
and are pushing even harder to take 
away our rights to hunt. This means 
hunters can no longer be concerned 
just about going hunting. We can’t 
just be hunters, we have to be 
hunters who act when we receive the 
letters and emails asking us to take 
action. The process also requires us 
to take that action over and over and 
over again. Once a hunting tradition 
is lost, it is next to impossible to get 
it back. We each need to be a hunter 
who answers the call to action. 
 CDA is continuing to work on 
raising funds for deer by increasing 
our number of chapters. A new 
chapter has been started in Lodi 
and will have its first banquet 
on April 20, 2013. A chapter is 
also forming in Folsom. Both the 
Bakersfield and Southern California 
chapters are looking for additional 
chapter committee members. Please 
help CDA by stepping up and 
volunteering to be on the committees 
of one of these four chapters. Contact 
Pat Fitzmorris (916) 663-2861 or 
Rodney Torres (209) 826-1931.
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Chapter    Date    Contact
Redding     1/19/13    Jaime Wagenfuhr (530) 526-1701
Santa Rosa     1/19/13    Mike Deas (707) 756-2045
Turlock    1/19/13   Michael A. Sealy (209) 605-0014
North Valley (Colusa)   2/16/13    Tyler Edwards (530) 517-1941
Woodland     2/22/13   Kevin Bottimore (530) 908-0716 
Gridley     3/02/13    Gary Andes (530) 624-6614
Kern River Valley (Lake Isabella)  3/02/13    Bill Stonebarger (760) 379-2804 
Tulare Ducks & Bucks  3/08/13   Rodney Torres (209) 769-1088
San Jose     3/09/13    Bill Otto (408) 258-9806
Tulelake/Butte Valley    3/09/13   Heath Wright (530) 567-5774 
Merced    3/16/13   Frank Lopez (559) 232-5673
Chico      3/16/13    Kurt Steindorf (530) 570-5229
Diablo Blacktail (Concord)  3/22/13    Dave Hunter (925) 200-0449
         Phil Buscaglia (925) 766-0538
Salinas Valley (King City)   3/23/13    Clem Albertoni (831) 678-3297 
Central Coast (Paso Robles)   4/13/13    Ryan Smith (805) 423-5929
Mt. Shasta    4/13/13   Mike Burns (530) 859-2899
         Trent Willis (707) 338-7820 
Lodi     4/20/13   Stan Aikman (858) 204-5209
         Pete Reid (209) 329-6920
South County (Santa Clara County) 4/20/13    Manny Machado (408) 483-6400
Mount St. Helena (Calistoga)  4/26/13   Rick Sereni (707) 291-5407
Westside (Gustine)    4/27/13    Anthony Castro (209) 854-6709 
Central Valley (Fresno)   5/04/13    Mike Foxen (559) 259-1567 
Eastern Sierra (Bishop)   6/22/13    Doug Brown (760) 937-7963 
Southern California    June 2013   Dave Mahosky (951) 237-0573
Bakersfield    TBA    Rodney Torres (209) 769-1088
Lancaster Ducks & Bucks  TBA    Rodney Torres (209) 769-1088
Placer County (Lincoln)   TBA     Bonnie Roesener (916) 531-0617 
Redwood Coast (Eureka)   TBA     Tim Pricer (707) 599-2216
Western Sierra (Sonora)   TBA     Ronnie Hobbs (209) 984-3015

It’s Not Too Early To Mark Your Calendars

2013 CDA Banquets

Sako A7 Tecomate .270 WSM
 

Look for your chance to own this rifle at each CDA banquet!

The 2013 CDA Rifle of the Year
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We Have a Winner!

      To help CDA more quickly communicate with our membership, we held 
a contest for all current members. To enter, you just needed to email your 
email address to us by September 1st. The drawing from all the entries was 
held during the September CDA Board of Directors’ meeting. The lucky 
winner of a Weatherby Vanguard Synthetic Rifle was Jim Shearer of Bakers-
field, California.

     Congratulations, Jim!

This buck displays more than just  
some small “kicker points.” Notice 

the large fork and spike coming off its 
right antler.

Photograph by Ben Nuckolls.

The Cover

CDA Director Profile

Lodi is Newest CDA Chapter
      A new CDA Chapter has been started in Lodi. Its first banquet is sched-
uled for April 20, 2013 and it will be held at the Moose Lodge in Lodi. The 
chapter committee is working hard at planning an excellent event but they 
could always use additional committee members. So if you are interested in 
joining this enthusiast group, please contact CDA Field Director Pat Fitz-
morris at (916) 663-2861.

      Larry Smith was elected to the 
CDA Board of Directors in 2009. 
He has an Associate of Arts De-
gree from Ventura College, and 
a Bachelor of Science Degree in 
Natural Resource Management 
with a specialty in Fish and Wildlife 
Management from California State 
Polytechnic College (Cal Poly) in 
San Luis Obispo. He served in the 
Vietnam Campaign as a Military Po-
liceman in the United States Army. 
He is the founder of the Avenales 
Sportsmen’s Club and has been 
the PLM Manager for the Avenales 
Ranch for the past 23 years. Larry 
serves on the CDA Project Com-
mittee in addition to being on the 
Central Coast Chapter Committee. 
He volunteers countless hours and 
helps with fundraising each year 
for the California Deer Association, 
NWTF, RMEF and the California 
Rangeland Trust. In July 2012, he 
was elected Chairman of the Board 
for the Chimineas Ranch Founda-
tion. Larry has been involved with 
the Chimineas Ranch since 2005 
and was a member of the Working 
Group that formed the Chimineas 
Ranch Foundation.

Four Great Reasons
To Be a CDA Member

Member Appreciation Drawings

      Boy, has the CDA Board of Direc-
tors increased the benefits of being 
a member of CDA. You are now au-
tomatically in a random drawing for 
a new Tikka T3 Stainless rifle to be 
given away in January just for being 
a current member. And that’s not all, 
three more rifles will be given away 
to current CDA members – one every 
three months in the CDA Member 
Appreciation Drawings.
      There is nothing to fill out and no 
application form to send in. It’s easy! 

The drawings will include all cur-
rent regular CDA members and Life 
Members. 
      Be sure your membership is up-
to-date or renew your membership 
now so you will be in every drawing. 
The first lucky CDA member will be 
going home with this great Tikka T3 
Stainless rifle in January.
      Thanks for being a CDA member.

Junior $5.00 Memberships are not eli-
gible for the drawings.

It’s Easy To Win... 
Just Be a Current CDA Member!
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Governor Signs Bill SB 1221
Prohibits Use of Hounds for Hunting Bears and Bobcats

How Will this Bill Impact You?

 On the afternoon of September 
26th, after six months of hard-fought 
battle in the halls of the State Capi-
tol, Governor Jerry Brown signed 
Senate Bill 1221 into law. Easily the 
most severe anti-hunting legislation 
ever signed into California law, SB 
1221 was sponsored by the Humane 
Society of the United States (HSUS), 
and authored by Senator Ted Lieu 
(D/28th District, Torrance) and Senate 
President Pro Tempore Darrell Stein-
berg (D/06th District, Sacramento). 
Due to the ultra-high profile nature 
of the campaign, most in the hunting 
community have heard of SB 1221, 
but few know what the bill really 
does.
 SB 1221 not only prohibits the 
hunting of bears and bobcats with 
hounds, it prohibits “pursuing, run-
ning or chasing” any bear or bobcat with 
any dog at any time. Further, the bill 
expressly clarifies the Department of 
Fish and Game’s ability to “capture 
or dispatch” any dog inflicting injury or 
even threatening to inflict injury on any 
bear or bobcat at any time.
 Perhaps of greatest concern to 
deer hunters is the fact that the bill 
authorizes (but does not mandate) 
the Fish and Game Commission to 

establish a “Hound Tag Program” and 
states that the program may require:
•  That each and every dog used to 
pursue or track deer and other mam-
mals be issued a license tag with a 
unique identifying number which 
must be worn at all times by the dog 
while pursuing mammals;
•  That each dog be microchipped 
with an implanted transponder that 
has a unique identification code;
•  That the owner maintain documen-
tation showing that the dog is current 
on all required vaccinations and treat-
ments for the prevention of diseases;
•  That the owner report within 24 
hours of last sighting any dog that is 
lost during the hunting, pursuing or 
tracking of any mammal;
•  That the identification number of 
each dog be recorded on the tag of any 
mammal taken with the use of dogs;
•  That the Commission charge a fee 
for the program to allow the Depart-
ment and the Commission to recoup 
their costs for administering the 
program.  In essence, this requirement 
establishes a “use tax” on hunters who 
prefer to use dogs to hunt or track 
deer or other mammals.
 It is up to the Commission as to 
whether the “Hound Dog Program” 

is to be implemented and how it will 
operate. However, with the face of 
the 5-member Commission becoming 
more liberal each year, it is almost 
certain that the Commission will 
bring the program up for consider-
ation.
 The bill does allow the continued 
use of hounds for scientific research 
and depredation of problem bears. 
But, in doing so, it also makes obtain-
ing a depredation permit much more 
problematic – including the require-
ment that the applicant document in 
writing that non-lethal and avoidance 
measures were tried prior to request-
ing a permit, and specifically why 
dogs are needed in carrying out the 
permit.
 Because SB 1221 takes effect on 
January 1, 2013, it will not impact the 
current 2012 bear season.  However, 
since the bobcat season runs into 
2013, hounds will only be allowed 
for the hunting of bobcats during 
the portion of the season which falls 
within 2012.

Bill Gaines, President 
California Outdoor Heritage Alliance 
(COHA)

The following State Senators voted against hunters by voting for SB 1221:
Alquist, Calderon, Corbett, De León, DeSaulnier, Evans, Hancock, Hernandez, Kehoe, Leno, Lieu, Liu, 
Lowenthal, Negrete McLeod, Padilla, Pavley, Price, Simitian, Steinberg, Strickland, Vargas, Yee.
These senators didn’t help as they Did Not Vote: Correa, Emmerson, Rubio, Runner, Wyland.

The following State Assembly Members voted against hunters by voting for SB 1221:
Alejo, Allen, Ammiano, Atkins, Beall, Block, Blumenfield, Bradford, Brownley, Buchanan, Butler, Cam-
pos, Carter, Cedillo, Davis, Dickinson, Eng, Feuer, Fletcher, Fong, Fuentes, Furutani, Gatto, Gordon, 
Hall, Hayashi, Hill, Hueso, Lara, Bonnie Lowenthal, Ma, Mendoza, Mitchell, Monning, Pan, Perea, 
Portantino, Skinner, Smyth, Solorio, Swanson, Torres, Wieckowski, Williams, Yamada, John A. Pérez.
These Assembly members didn’t help as they Did Not Vote: Bonilla, Galgiani, Roger Hernández,
V. Manuel Pérez.

Did Your District Representative
 Take Away Your Hunting Rights and Tradition?
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Field N
otes

Harvest Time!
 Did I catch your attention with 
my column title? Well, fall is harvest 
time! Farmers plant most of their 
crops in the spring and then nurture, 
water, care for and cultivate the crops 
until it’s time to harvest. We hunters 
basically do the same. We care for 
and nurture game species through-
out the year by taking care of their 
biological needs so we can enjoy a 
harvest in the fall. Hunters are the 
best stewards of wildlife because 
not only do we care for and cultivate 
game animals and other wildlife, but 
we also provide the funding needed 
for such efforts.
 As I write this, we are in the 
middle of the fire season and, man, 
it has been a humdinger! We had a 

very dry year in California and lots of 
areas are ripe for a burn. Most forested 
areas of the state need a burn at times 
because fire is a natural phenomenon 
that opens up the canopy, clears deca-
dent brush and gets more sunlight to 
the ground to benefit forbs, shrubs 
and grasses that deer need for sur-
vival. Mother Nature is actually doing 
our prescribed fire work for us and it 
is a good thing!  
 Fire in the Great Basin habitats in 
the state, however, is a different story. 
The huge Rush Fire in X-5b burned 
more than 315,000 acres. Restoration is 
needed after a fire of this magnitude in 
order to bring back sagebrush, bitter-
brush, snow berry, choke cherry and 
other important brush species. These 
shrubs are very important for deer 
and other wildlife, but they take a long 
time to become re-established after a 
fire in a dry area. Instead, what can 
become established after a fire in these 
areas is non-native cheatgrass, an ex-
otic weed that is not good for wildlife.
 According to Bureau of Land 
Management (BLM) personnel in Su-
sanville, staff members specializing in 
wildlife biology, rangeland conserva-
tion and hydrology will be at work in 
the burned area. They will be assess-
ing the burn impacts and developing 
restoration plans. What may help this 
effort is that this area is also important 
for sage grouse, which has been a spe-
cies of special concern and a candidate 
for listing under the federal Endan-

gered Species Act.
 Fortunately, sage grouse and 
mule deer have some of the same 
habitat requirements and we are 
hopeful that the federal govern-
ment will allocate habitat restoration 
dollars in this area to benefit sage 
grouse, which consequently will also 
benefit deer. So, no matter how you 
feel about the Endangered Species 
Act, perhaps a species like mule deer 
will benefit from a threatened species 
like sage grouse. Time will tell but 
BLM is working on a restoration plan 
this fall for X-5b.
 Many chapters are having meet-
ings and getting things planned for 
our 2013 banquet season. Most of 
CDA’s income comes from fundrais-
ing banquets and 75% of these funds 
are spent on projects that benefit 
deer. Please support your local CDA 
chapter and banquet. If there is no 
chapter in your area, let’s talk about 
getting one started!
 Thank you so much to everyone 
who gives their time and resources 
to better California’s deer and other 
wildlife. CDA couldn’t do what all 
we are doing without all of us work-
ing together.  
 I hope everyone is having a great 
harvest season.

Best regards,
Pat Fitzmorris
CDA Field Director/Chapter
Development

It’s not a deer - Don’t Shoot It! Doug Lindsey snapped 
this photo of an elk near Sierraville while on a deer hunt-
ing trip in 2011. A few elk are slowly working their way 
into the Sierras.

Matthew Martin was one of the lucky junior hunters to be drawn for CDA’s Shar-
ing the Tradition hunt on the Tejon Ranch in 2011. His father, Rick E. Martin, 
used the empty casing from the Barnes Vor-TX cartridge his son used to take his 
first deer, to make the ring pictured above for him. 



ing a 
mesh 
tube over 
the plant 
and sup-
porting 
it with 
bam-

boo stakes. Financing for 
this project came from a 
CDA grant obtained by 
Christy Cheyne, a wildlife 
biologist on the Goose-
nest Ranger District. Mike 
Reed, the District’s silvi-
culturist, purchased a total of 35,000 
brush seedlings and plans to plant the 
remaining seedlings using contract 
planters. Volunteers will be needed 
for tubing and staking after the plant-
ing is accomplished.
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Goosenest Deer Forage Improvement

PROJECTS

Volunteers Help Improve Big 
Game Habitat Near Tennant

      Mule deer herds have declined 
dramatically in northern California in 
recent years. This project is intended 
to improve mule deer forage avail-
ability on three project areas totaling 
approximately 5,000 acres.
       Important forage in winter range 
and forage management areas has 
been lost due in part to fire sup-
pression (juniper encroachment in 
Tennant and Round Valley projects) 
or severe wildfire (2008 Tennant 
Incident on Mt. Hebron). This project 
will improve the quality and quantity 
of woody browse and herbaceous for-
age needed for higher nutrient value, 
and will increase forage availability 
and distribution across important 
deer habitats on the Goosenest 
Ranger District.

The Goosenest Ranger District 
Wildlife Program, of the Klamath 
National Forest, U.S. Forest Service, 
Department of Agriculture, will use 
CDA funds to conduct seed col-
lection, seedling propagation and 
transplanting of favored deer browse 
species into important deer habitats 
that have suffered a recent severe 
wildfire. In addition, CDA funds will 
be utilized to remove western juniper 
in important deer habitats where 
juniper woodlands were historically 
much less prevalent.

On Saturday, April 7, 2012, 
fifteen volunteers from CDA’s Mt. 
Shasta Chapter planted approximate-
ly 1,250 brush seedlings in the Round 
Valley area near Tennant, California. 
Curl-leaf mountain mahogany and 
bitterbrush seedlings were planted to 
provide better deer habitat and for-
age opportunities in the future. This 
location offered an opportunity to 
introduce a new age-class of browse 
species important to mule deer in an 
area recently opened up by juniper 
reduction efforts.

The seedlings were protected 
from immediate browsing by install-

The following Goosenest Ranger 
District employees assisted with this 
project: Christy Cheyne, Sam So-
lano, Debra Freeling, Mike Reed, and 
Johannes Burvenich, an international 
forestry intern from Germany.



Mike Torres, of CDA’s Redding 
Chapter, took this Stone Ram in 

the Yukon on a backpack hunt with 
Deuling Stone Outfitters. Mike 

stalked this ram for 12 hours before 
making a 387-yard shot with a 

rifle his wife won at the Redding 
Banquet.

Attention CDA Members!
Share your days afield with other mem-
bers by emailing your photos to Jerry@
WesternHunter.com.14 California Deer

Members Afield

Pat Pembroke took her excellent blacktail 
buck during the 2011 A-Zone season. 
Pam was hunting on the family ranch 
near Santa Margarita.

Kandace Syvertson was drawn for the Big 
Valley Antelope Hunt in 2012. Kandace is a 
member of CDA’s Redwood Coast Chapter. 
She used a .257 Roberts to drop her buck at 
215 yards. She was hunting near Adin on a 
private ranch. Kandace wrote, “It came really 
close to scoring enough for Boone and Crock-
ett. It scored 74.5.”
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It was proud dad, Kevin Emigh, who 
shared both the photo to the right and 
the photo below of his two daughters 

with their first bucks taken during the 
2011 season. Pictured to the right is 

Sarah, age 12, who first put a tag on a 
buck. But just a couple of weeks later, 
big sis, Kaitlyn, age 14, took her buck 

to even the score for the season.

Michael Blankinship was 
hunting in Tehama County 
during the 2011 season when 
he had the good fortune to 
bag this great 4x5 buck.

Members Afield



Estimating Black Bear Population Size and Density in the Eastern Sierra
By

Timothy Taylor and Jonathan Fusaro
California Department of Fish and Game

12 California Deer

Statement of Need
 Understanding the dynamics of 
the eastern Sierra black bear popula-
tion is critical to the management of 
both bear and mule deer populations. 
For example, recent research (Mon-
teith, 2011) suggests that an increasing 
bear population throughout the cen-
tral Sierra Nevada could result in the 
removal of a high proportion of fawns 
under four weeks of age, resulting in 
lower fawn recruitment and reduced 
deer population levels among some 
herd segments. Thus, estimating black 
bear population size and density with-
in key mule deer summer range habi-
tats is necessary for informed harvest 
and habitat management decisions 

affecting both species. The 
goal of this project is to 
develop a hair sampling 
protocol that can be used 
to periodically assess the 
black bear population 
trends in Mono County 
using DNA-based mark-
recapture techniques.
 In June 2010, the 
Department of Fish and 
Game (DFG), Inland 
Deserts Region, initi-
ated a pilot study for the 
purpose of evaluating 
the efficacy of using hair 
snares to conduct nonin-

vasive genetic sampling of two black 
bear populations residing in Mono 
County in the eastern Sierra. The 
primary objective of the study is to 
generate population size and density 
estimates for the two different study 
areas. Funds from CDA will be used 
to support this ongoing project.
 The two study areas include Mam-
moth Lakes and the Department’s 
Slinkard Valley Wildlife Area. These 
two areas were selected for the study 
because they represent what are be-
lieved to be two different types of resi-
dent eastern Sierra bear populations. 
The overall goal of the study is to use 
mark-recapture estimates to compare 
population size and density between 
the two areas. This information will 
then be used as a baseline for future 

monitoring of 
bear population 
trends in Mono 
County using 
hair snares. Be-
cause the black 
bear is a signifi-
cant predator of 
mule deer fawns 
under the age 
of four weeks 
(Monteith 2011), 
this project is 
an important 
first step toward 
monitoring bear 
population dy-

namics within key mule deer fawning 
concentration areas.

Introduction
 There are seven mule deer (Odo-
coileus hemionus) populations resid-
ing in the eastern Sierra. All of these 
populations, with the exception of the 
White Mountain herd, are considered 
to be migratory (DFG, unpublished 
data). During winter, these deer 
inhabit low-elevation winter ranges 
east of the Sierra crest in Mono and 
Inyo counties and neighboring coun-
ties in western Nevada. Beginning in 
April, deer leave the winter range and 
migrate to high-elevation summer 
range habitat located on both the east 
and west slopes of the Sierra Nevada, 
in Inyo, Mono, Fresno, Madera, Tuol-
umne, and Alpine counties. The previ-
ously cited Monteith study indicated 
that black bear predation on mule deer 
fawns could be limiting a segment of 
the Round Valley deer herd that oc-
cupies summer range located west of 
the Sierra crest. Monteith reported that 
more than 70% of fawn mortalities 
occurring west of the Sierra Crest were 
related to predation by black bears. 
Moreover, fawns were six times more 
likely to die from bear predation than 
any other cause of mortality. Com-
paratively, black bear predation east 
of the Sierra crest comprised less than 
10% of fawn mortalities.

A black bear investigating a hair snare
station in Slinkard Valley, Mono County.

Black bear climbs a tree at a hair snare site.



Estimating Black Bear Population Size and Density in the Eastern Sierra
By

Timothy Taylor and Jonathan Fusaro
California Department of Fish and Game
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 The black bear (Ursus americanus) 
population in California has grown 
both in distribution and abundance 
over the past 25 years. Population 
estimates generated from statewide 
harvest data indicate that bear num-
bers in California now exceed 30,000 
animals (DFG 2010). As a result, bears 
have expanded their range into por-
tions of the state where they were for-
merly not known to occur, while other 
areas with historically low numbers 
have experienced dramatic population 
increases.
 Several factors have been at-
tributed to the proliferation of black 
bear numbers in California, including 
range expansion into habitat formerly 
occupied by the competitively domi-
nate grizzly bear (Brown et al. 2009), 
and the availability of high-calorie 
human-produced food sources along 
the urban-wildland interface (Beck-
mann and Lackey 2008). Bears rely on 
a variety of food sources to supple-
ment their diet; however, they special-
ize in predation of young ungulates 
(fawns) during the fawns’ first few 
weeks of life. Therefore, based on 
Monteith’s data, it is speculated that as 
bear populations continue to expand 
throughout the central Sierra, the level 
of bear predation on mule deer fawns 
will also increase.

Study Areas
 The study areas are located in 
the eastern Sierra Nevada in Mono 
County (maps to right). The majority 
of bear habitat there is confined to the 
mountainous region located along the 
eastern escarpment of the Sierra Ne-

vada. The Town of Mammoth Lakes 
(TML) study area is located on the 
Inyo National Forest (INF) in south-
western Mono County and includes 
some land located within the munici-
pal city limits. A portion of the mu-
nicipal boundary located to the north 
and east of the TML comprises a major 
mule deer holding area occupied by 
the Round Valley herd.
 The Slinkard Valley Wildlife Area 
(SVWA) study area is located in ex-
treme northwest Mono County, Cali-
fornia (map shown below). The SVWA 
encompasses mule deer summer and 
transition range for the West Walker 
herd and is a major inholding on the 
Humboldt-Toyiabe National Forest 
(H-TNF). The nearest communities are 
Coleville and Topaz, located some 7 to 
9 km east of SVWA along the High-
way 395 corridor. The SVWA is open 
to bear hunting during the archery 
and rifle seasons, but since vehicle 
access is prohibited, the area is only 
accessible on foot. California Wild-
life Habitat Relationships (CWHR) 
vegetation types occurring within the 
project area include big sagebrush 
(Artemisia tridentata), antelope bitter-

brush (Purshia tridentata), pinyon pine 
(Pinus monophylla), aspen (Populus 
tremuloides), mixed-conifer forest and 
irrigated pasture (Mayer and Launde-
slayer 1988).

Methods
Field Sampling of Bear Hair.  One of 
the most cost effective and common 
methods of obtaining demographic, 
abundance and density estimates for 
bears is DNA-based capture-mark-
recapture (CMR) using systematically 
collected hair samples (Mowat and 
Strobeck 2000, Kendall et al. 2008). 
Our study was initiated in 2010 with 
a pilot field season that experimented 

Typical clump of bear hair snagged on 
barbed wire and ready for collection. Fawn killed by a bear.

continued on page 14



with several different hair collection 
techniques using barbed wire and a 
scented lure as bait. Each study area 
was divided into a grid of sampling 
cells (map on previous page). In 
2011, a total of 20 cells were used 
in the TML study area and seven in 
the SVWA study area. In 2012, two 
additional cells were added to the 
TML study area to encompass more 
of the urban environment. To reduce 
capture heterogeneity within each 
study area, several different types of 
hair-snare traps were systematically 
located throughout each cell.
 The primary hair-snare trap de-
sign used in both study areas was the 
corral. A corral consists of a 30-me-
ter strand of barbed wire wrapped 
around the base of a group of trees at 
45 cm above ground, creating a circle 
with a diameter of 6 meters (shown 
on page 12). An aromatic lure, such 
as fish oil, anise oil, cherry scent, or 
hickory smoke scent, was suspended 
from a tree in the center of each corral 
to entice bears to cross over or under 
the wire. When a bear rubbed against 
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continued from page 13 the wire, tufts of hair were plucked 
from the animal and left suspended 
on the wire. Hair was collected from 
each snare once every seven days for 
six consecutive weeks during June to 
August. 

Genetic and Statistical Analyses.  
 Bear hair samples will be sent 
to the University of California Da-
vis (UCD) Wildlife Populations and 
Health Genetics Lab. The lab will ex-
tract the DNA from each hair sample 
to determine the unique individual 
and its sex. Prior to analyzing the sys-
tematically collected samples, the lab 
will first need to analyze up to 30 hair 
samples from known dead or captured 
bears. Since 2010, we have collected 
these samples opportunistically from 
roadkill, depredation and hunter-har-
vested bears. Analysis of hair samples 
from known bears is required so the 
lab can test their methods and reduce 
genotyping error.
 After the lab has finished ana-
lyzing all of the samples, they will 
provide the Department with the raw 
data. Black bear density within each 

study area will be obtained by divid-
ing the estimated abundance by the 
effective hair-snare grid area.

Results
 In 2011, a total of 127 and 174 
bear hair samples were collected in 
the SVWA and TML study areas, 
respectively. Of these, approximately 
150 samples will be sent to the UCD 
Lab for analysis. It is anticipated that 
the $5,000 awarded for this project 
by CDA will pay for the microsatel-
lite testing of 77 of these 150 samples. 
The 2012 field season has just recently 
concluded, but the exact number of 
samples to be analyzed by UCD has 
yet to be determined.

Expected Products
 The laboratory analysis is ex-
pected to begin in mid-September 
and conclude in mid-December. The 
Department will then analyze the raw 
data provided by UCD to calculate 
the black bear density in each study 
area. It is anticipated that a final 
report will be provided to CDA in 
March 2013.
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Eastern Sierra Chapter Sponsors CHSRA Shooting Event
     On June 14, 2012, CDA’s East-
ern Sierra Chapter sponsored the 
California High School Rodeo 
Association (CHSRA) State finals 
qualifying shoot. The purpose of the 
youth shoot was to field a team to 
represent California at the National 
Finals rodeo.

Winners!

Pictured left to right:
1st  Place  - Wyatt Cox - 23/25  $200
2nd Place - Cody Conely - 22/25  $150
3rd  Place - Antonio Vallerga - 18/25  $100
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Saving Dollars and Deer…
New Wildlife Underpasses

By Mike De Lasaux 
Plumas-Sierra UC Cooperative Extension

 The Highway 89 section of road 
between Truckee and Sierraville has 
a high number of wildlife/vehicle 
collisions. Most taxpayers are un-
aware that new methods of reducing 
wildlife/vehicle collisions such as 
underpasses come at a substantial 
savings to drivers’ pocketbooks as 
well as their bumpers. The grassroots, 
interagency Highway 89 Stewardship 
Team met with Caltrans engineers 
and biologists on July 13 to begin 
the design process for two wildlife 
underpasses planned for Highway 89. 
The new underpasses will be placed 
on the Sagehen Grade about one mile 
north of the border of Sierra and Ne-
vada counties.
 The new underpasses will be 
the second and third underpasses 
constructed on Highway 89 be-
tween Truckee and Sierraville. The 
first undercrossing was installed in 
2008 at Kyburz Meadow at a cost of 
$350,000. The new underpasses will 
cost approximately $2 million. The 
cost includes research to test several 
cost-saving innovations.
 The Kyburz Meadow under-
crossing works! The Stewardship 
Team has evidence that nearly 200 
deer have used the Kyburz Meadow 
underpass since it was installed. At 
an average property damage cost of 
$1800 per deer/vehicle collision, the 

Why Under Instead of 
Over on Highway 89?

 Overpasses generally are far 
more expensive than underpasses, 
although sometimes topography can 
be used to advantage. Primarily due 
to cost, there are literally hundreds of 
wildlife underpasses now in North 
America, but fewer than 20 planned 
or installed wildlife overpasses. So 
to justify an overpass, there needs to 
be a compelling ecological reason for 
it. Usually this means that the target 
species needs to have either a very 
wide vista (such as for pronghorns 
or bighorn sheep) or some special 
type of habitat (such as sunlight on 
native plants and/or a certain soil 
substrate). We have documentation 
of hundreds of thousands of deer 
(both white-tailed and mule) using 
underpasses of various types, so we 
can’t really justify the extra expense 
of an overpass anywhere on the 
Highway 89 Stewardship Team 
section. An overpass simply would 
not have worked with the slope on 
Sagehen Grade, yet the two drainages 
there are natural travel corridors 
and can rather readily handle 
underpasses.
 What we still need to know on 
wildlife crossing structures is how to 
make MORE of them, and to a large 
extent that means reducing their 
costs. The Highway 89 Stewardship 
Team is committed to finding 
great ways to make underpasses as 
effective as possible while reducing 
the cost as much as possible.
 The primary benefit of an 
overpass versus an underpass is that 
the overpass can simulate the natural 
world to some extent. It can have soil 
and plants on it, and some European 
overpasses actually incorporate water 
features for amphibians as well. 
Underpasses work fine for animals 
that don’t mind a certain amount 
of enclosure (like bears), but special 
efforts have to be taken for those 
that like openness (like deer or small 
animals that need plants).

Sandra L. Jacobson 
USDA Forest Service 
Pacific Southwest Research Station

Kyburz under-
pass will easily 
repay taxpayers’ 
money within the 
first few years, 
while provid-
ing a safer road 
for both driv-
ers and animals 
for at least 50 
years. Fencing 
will be installed 
in the summer 
of 2013 that will 
funnel wildlife 
movement to the 
underpass and 
further increase 

its effectiveness. Underpasses typi-
cally do not reach full effectiveness for 
several years after construction.
 A hotspot analysis of carcass data 
collected by the Caltrans Maintenance 
crews since 1979 revealed the Kyburz 
Meadow area and Sagehen Grade as 
being among several locations of high 
deer-vehicle collisions.
 The funds used to design and 
install the underpasses come from the 
Federal Transportation Enhancement 
program of the Federal Highway Ad-
ministration.
 The goal of the Highway 89 Stew-
ardship Team is to reduce the number 
of vehicle collisions with wildlife and 
to improve the crossing of the high-
way by wildlife. You can learn more 
about the work of the Highway 89 
Stewardship Team at http://sagehen.
ucnrs.org/HWY-89/index.htm

 CDA has funded projects submitted 
by the DFG/Highway 89 Stewardship 
Team to pay for deer tracking collars to 
monitor deer movements in the area. CDA 
President Jerry Springer is a member of 
the Highway 89 Stewardship Team. For 
more than 50 years, Springer has observed 
firsthand the countless number of dead 
deer on this section of road while traveling 
to and from deer hunts and family camp-
ing trips north of Sierraville.
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California Bucks

Have a nice photo of California bucks? Share it 
with other CDA members in California Deer by 
emailing it to Jerry@WesternHunter.com.

Photo by John Mc Millan

Photo by Art Mackey

Photo by Donn Walgamuth

Photo by Jerry Springer
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2012 CDA Banquets!
South County Chapter
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It’s the Volunteers!
Salinas Valley Chapter

Jan Shearin was the chapter treas-
surer for 15 years before stepping 
down this year. She will remain a 
member of the committee and help 
with the banquet and August BBQ. 
Thanks for all your hard work, Jan!

Dana Guidotti

Clem Albertoni, Paul and Seth Guidotti

Leslie and Kearney Martins

Abby Violini selling mugs containing various 
numbers of raffle tickets.

Ashley Bengard

Phylis Albertoni

Liz Silva
and
Nathan 
Nash

A camera-shy volunteer.
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Trail Camera Placement
By Jerry Springer

Trail cameras should 
be aimed at an angle 
to cover more of  a 
game trail so there 
is enough time for 
the PIR sensor to 
detect an animal 
and the camera to 
snap a photo. Had 
this camera been 
positioned at a 90 
degree angle to the 
game trail, the bear 
would probably have 
slipped by before the 
camera could take 
the photo.

This nice nighttime photo was taken by a Le-
upold RCX-2 trail camera. The high-quality 
photo was a result of the camera’s 10mb reso-
lution and distance to the buck.

 Remember the old political 
slogan, “It’s the economy, stupid!”? 
Well, with trail cameras you could 
say, “It’s the placement, stupid!” for 
if you don’t take into account issues 
regarding where and how you place 
or mount your trail camera, you 
could get the same results by just 
digging a hole in the ground and 
burying it there. 
 In this article you will see some 
of the placement issues and hints I 
have learned while field-testing trail 
cameras ranging in price from $59 
to $299.  Some cameras may have 
features that help offset a few of the 
issues about to be covered but in 
general this should apply to any trail 
camera you purchase. 
 The main reason to purchase 
a trail camera is because you want 
to record, either by photo or video, 
animals in the woods or fields. The 
wrong placement of a trail camera 
can yield either no photos or more 
than a thousand useless photos, or 
any number in between. 
 If at all possible, don’t mount 
the camera facing east or west as the 
rising or setting sun will produce 
false-triggers (photos with no 
animals). When sun rays are directed 
toward your camera, overexposure 

will result in poor photo quality just 
like you would get with a regular 
camera when taking photos with the 
sun behind the subject. 
 Next, try to eliminate grasses and 
limbs in front of the camera that may 
move in the wind as this will produce 
numerous false-triggers. I have also 
seen some cameras have hundreds 
of false-trigger photos when facing 
an open field that has a shadow 
advancing across it. 
 Trail camera companies usually 
suggest you place the camera three to 
five feet off the ground. This is based 
on both the ground and the camera 
being level. The angle of the camera 
and distance from the animals will 
determine whether you just capture 
photos of larger animals like deer or 
those animals that are closer to the 
ground like foxes, quail or squirrels. 
I have placed trail cameras as low as 
one foot off the ground and as high 
as 10 feet up in a tree but in each case 
I tested the PIR (passive infrared 
mechanism that detects when an 
animal - or heat source - enters the PIR 
angle) to make sure the PIR sensor 
covered the correct area. Also, take 
into account the slope of the ground 
from your camera to the animal. 
If the ground is sloping down and 
your camera is mounted on a straight 
tree, the camera’s PIR sensor will be 
shooting over the animal and not 
detect it. You either need to place your 
camera lower to the ground or have 

your camera at a steeper downward 
angle in order for the PIR sensor to 
detect the animal. The reverse applies 
if it is an upward slope. 
 Placement of the camera on a 
water hole is a bit easier because 
you can aim the camera at the creek 
or water tank where you think the 
animal will drink. If the camera 
is on a game trail, don’t have it 
facing the trail at a 90-degree angle 
because if the animal is moving fast 
or sometimes even just moving, it 
will be partially or completely out 
of the photo frame by the time the 
PIR sensor detects the animal and 
the camera snaps the photo. Instead, 
angle the camera to cover more of the 
trail. 
 Check the distance from the 
camera to the expected location of 
the animals. Some trail cameras’ PIR 
sensors can detect animals only out 
to 30-35 feet, others up to 90 feet. 
While a long detection distance may 
work to produce good photos during 
the day, most of the trail cameras 
I tested are not able to produce a 
clear nighttime photo of animals at a 
distance. If you want good nighttime 
photos, be sure your camera is closer 
to where you expect the animal to be. 
 Here are three warnings about 
placement – be aware of cows, bears 
and pine pitch. First warning: If there 
are cows in the area where you have 
trail cameras and your cameras are 
mounted no higher than a cow’s 



This 4x5 buck was photographed by a Wildview X8IR at a water tank at night and during the day. Be-
cause of the short distance to the trail camera, it produced good results even for a nighttime photo.
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Cuddeback Attack IR after a bear de-
cided to rip it off a tree. A little clean-
up and it was back taking photos.

When the distance to the animal reaches the 
outer limits of the trail camera’s flash or IR 
capability, it starts to become difficult to 
make out the details of the animal.

The angle and 
distance to the 
animal can make a 
difference in your 
photo results. The 
photo on the left 
was taken with a 
Tasco trail camera 
mounted close to a 
creek. The photo on 
the right was taken 
with a Bushnell 
Trophy Cam HD 
Max mounted 10 
feet high in a tree 
by a water tank.

back, be sure to place some type of 
items like branches around the tree 
on which your camera is mounted 
in order to keep cows at a distance. 
Speaking from actual experience, 
cows like to rub on things and that 
includes trail cameras. Cows are 
not gentle! Second: If bears are in 
the woods, something about trail 
cameras seems to attract the bears 
to them. Some people tell me it’s the 
smell of batteries but who knows? 
There are bear boxes that you can put 
around your camera to protect them. 
I have had bears come after two of 
my trail cameras. The first experience 
was with a Cuddeback Attack IR 
mounted six feet high on a pine tree 
by a water tank. After taking a dip 
in the water tank, the bear went to 
the camera and ripped it off the tree 
and tossed it to the ground. Lucky 
for me it just took a little clean up 
and I mounted the camera again 

on the tree, but up higher. (I have 
to use a ladder to check it now and, 
yes, I know bears can climb trees.) 
The other camera a bear liked was a 
Bushnell Trail Scout. The bear moved 
it from its vertical position on the tree 
to a horizontal one. This camera also 
still works! Last warning is about 
pine pitch. Sometimes the limbs and 
branches on the trees are not in the 
correct location to allow you to mount 
your camera where you want it. If you 
have to cut off a few of those branches, 
remember that pine pitch follows the 
law of gravity and if you cut off a 
limb above your trail camera, the pine 
pitch could drip/run down onto your 
camera. Been there, done that. 
 Finally, besides taking into 
account the angle and distance to 
the animals from your camera, think 
also about where the animals may 
approach. On one water source I 
placed a Bushnell Trophy Cam HD 
Max high in a tree angled down 
toward the water tank. Someone else 
had their trail camera mounted on 
the structure directly above the water 
tank but aimed only over one end of 

the tank. In one week my trail camera 
had taken 120 photos of animals 
but the other camera took only 10 of 
which most were false-triggers and 
overexposed because the camera was 
facing east. 
 As I finish this article, I realize 
there is a need for yet another article 
on trail cameras … In the upcoming 
winter issue of California Deer, I will 
answer the question I am asked most 
often and that is, “What trail camera 
should I buy?”
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 The Concow Black Oak 
Habitat Restoration Project 
was funded by a partnership 
between the California Deer 
Association (CDA) and the 
U.S. Forest Service (FS). The 
The two photos below show the the area before 
it was treated (left) and after treatment. 

Letters
 
      The old saying that “I’d rather be 
lucky than good” certainly applies to 
me in many ways. But luck is fickle 
and when it comes to winning prizes, 
it has up until lately done a two-step 
around my list of good fortunes. Yep, 
I have drawn my share of great tags 
over the years and taken some nice 
animals for a guy who hunts public 
land and surely, good luck played a 
part. 
       This year, as I have in the past, 
I attended the CDA annual banquet 
in Bishop. It was the 20th Annual for 
the Eastern Sierra Chapter and it was 
a great success. I usually arrive early 
so there is plenty of time to see all the 
raffle and auction items as well as the 
tremendous taxidermy displays. Lo-
cal donors provide natural backdrops 
and live habitat that really enhance 
the evening’s experience and show-
cases all the impressive heads and 
birds that members put on loan. The 
large hall at the county fairgrounds 
seems to be the perfect place for 
hunters and outdoors folks to gather. 

There is lots of elbow and breathing 
room. Doug Brown, Pat Fitzmorris 
and all the volunteers hosted one heck 
of a fun night. 
       This is all leading up to the saying 
that “When it rains, it pours.” Like 
most of us hunters, I play the tag game 
each year hoping to draw a quality 
one every once in a while. One good 
tag a year is just great with me, but 
with numerous applications comes the 
outside chance of several tags drawn. 
Well, it happened. I drew three very 
special tags including an Ely, Nevada 
bull elk tag. 
       As I made my way around the 
banquet hall, I came to the table 
that displayed the CDA Rifle of the 
Year - the Kimber Model 8400 in 300 
WSM. Wow! What an absolute beau-
tiful piece and a great elk caliber to 
boot. One beverage into the night 
and I threw down a Franklin note in 

exchange for 
six chances to 
win. 
       Well, 10:00 
is a little past 
my bedtime, 
but I hung in 

there only to hear my number called 
out. Flabbergasted, in shock and with 
a slight case of the shakes, I walked 
to the front to wrap my hands around 
one of the nicest rifles I’ll ever own. 
So many people congratulated me 
and were sincerely happy about my 
luck in the draw. Now isn’t that just 
par for the course with a gathering of 
mostly deer hunters?
       This letter is really to express to 
my fellow CDA members how much 
I appreciate the fine rifle and how it 
will be put to good use. I know that 
their hard work and commitment to 
conservation paid for it in sweat, do-
nated time and with dollars. I could 
have said it simply. Thank you all. I 
won’t forget your generosity ever.
 
Sincerely,
Tim Baugh 
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quality stock and highly personalized service.

A r c h e r y   n   r i f l e   n   M u z z l e l o A d i n g

O f f e r i n g  t h e  f i n e s t  i n 

True WesTern-sTyle 
horsebAck  

big gAMe hunTing 
i n  c O l O r a d O ’ s  P r i m i t i v e  

f l a t  t O P s  W i l d e r n e s s

W i n t e r h a W k  O u t f i t t e r s
19 5 6 1  K i m b a l l  C r e e K  r O a d 

C O l l b r a n ,  C O l O r a d O  8 1 6 2 4

( 9 7 0 )  4 8 7 - 3 0 1 1 
www.w interhawk .com   •   hunt@winterhawk .com

p r o f e s s i o n a l l y   o u t f i t t i n g   s i n c e   1 9 8 2



Membership Drive

Join Today!
If you are a deer enthusiast, this could be the best $30 that you have 

ever spent. The deer of California need your support! 

Membership Application 
California Deer Association

CHAPTER:___________________________________ DATE:____________________

NAME:________________________________________________________________
 
ADDRESS:_____________________________________________________________

CITY:________________________________ STATE:____________ ZIP:____________

COUNTY:_______________________________________________

PHONE - HOME:_______________________ EMAIL:___________________________

 	 qVISA  qMASTERCARD qCHECK ENCLOSED

CARD # ______________________________CID#________ EXP. DATE __________

SIGNATURE ___________________________________ DATE __________________

MEMBERSHIP FEES     qMEMBERSHIP RENEWAL #________________
q$30 Full Membership: One year, decal & newsletter 
q$5 Junior Membership: Same as full membership 
q$1,000 Life Membership: Installment option $250 per year.
q$500 Corporate Sponsorship: Per year.
Mail To: California Deer Association, 820 Park Row, PMB 671, Salinas, CA 93901-2406

California Deer Association
820 Park Row, PMB 671
Salinas, CA  93901-2406
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