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Fall is in the Air

Photographer and CDA Director 
Donn Walgamuth set up this cover 

quality photo during the J12 Round 
Valley Apprentice Buck Hunt in 2009. 
Pictured left to right are John Walga-
muth, Donn Walgamuth, Donn’s neph-
ews Walter Wecker and Alex Wecker. 
Alex was the lucky junior hunter who 
took this fine record-book buck.

The Cover

CDA President’s Message

 Fall is here and so is deer season.
 2010 was supposed to be my year 
to hunt. Before I retired, I fantasized 
about drawing every hunt I put in for 
and since I wouldn’t have to worry 
about taking time off from work, 
I could be gone for months. Once 
again, it was proven that fantasy and 
reality are two very different things. 
I got a pretty good hunt in California 
but that’s it. I think I’ve set a new re-
cord for the number of letters a hunter 
can receive that start out “Your ap-
plication has been unsuccessful.”
 Mimi and I will be spending the 
entire season in X3B. Naturally, her 
precious dog will be with us again 
this year and now a kitten that she 

CDA has been the major sponsor of the Field of Dreams event for a number 
of years. This event gives special needs children and their families a chance 
to be in the outdoors and meet celebrities from the movies/television and 
sports. This year’s Field of Dreams event (see photos on page 13) was an-
other outstanding success organized by CDA member Tom Dermody. Here 
is the list of celebrities who took part: 
Jim Cody Williams - Actor “Pirates of the Caribbean,” “Dukes of Hazzard”
Jim Presley - Five-time World Power Lifting Champion
Wes Sims - UFC Middle Weight Fighter
Scott Smith - UFC and Pride Fighter
Rick Vardell - Three-time World Arm Wrestling Champion

Field of Dreams 2010

rescued as well. I’m shaking my head 
over that. After all, this is supposed to 
be a buck camp and I’m going to be in 
a petting zoo… Probably a good thing 
there aren’t any large animals in the 
barn right now or we’d be taking them 
too! I’ve never hunted X3B, so this will 
be a learning experience.
 As many baby boomers retire or 
prepare to retire, let me share with 
you what I’ve learned so far during 
my seven-month extended vacation…
	 •	Retirement	doesn’t	improve	
your luck when it comes to hunt 
drawings. Enough said.
	 •	Retirement	is	hard	work.	All	
the things you didn’t have time to do 
when you were working start taking 
up all of your time. The difference is 
you don’t receive a paycheck for doing 
them.  I am fortunate that I have more 
time to devote to CDA. My passion 
has always been working on the proj-
ects and I’m free to do so now. Most 
recently, a fencing project at Antelope 
Lake done in cooperation with DFG 
and the Mule Deer Foundation.
	 •	Retirement	teaches	patience.	Not	
only because you spend A LOT more 
time with your spouse, but also be-
cause the wheels of bureaucracy turn 
slowly. That’s what I keep reminding 
myself when it comes to the Siskiyou 
County 5-Year Plan. This is still one 
of the most extensive partnerships in 
which CDA has ever participated, but 
when county, state and federal entities 
are involved, things sometimes move 
more slowly than I would like. The 
Plan continues to move forward and 
will	ultimately	benefit	deer.	As	hoped,	
it has sparked the attention of another 

California county. Pat Fitzmorris and 
I recently attended a meeting on the 
Butte County General Plan which, 
for	the	first	time	ever,	includes	a	deer	
component.
	 •	Retirement	forces	me	to	face	
my limitations. I can’t go full-throttle, 
24/7 like I used to do and I don’t 
think anyone else should be expected 
to, either. Pat Fitzmorris is the hard-
est working person in CDA and I’m 
happy to say that assistance is coming 
his way. CDA is fortunate to have 
hired a second Field Director. If you 
don’t know Rodney Torres, you will 
soon. He is dynamic, high energy, 
and equally as hardworking. This 
pair will keep CDA moving in the 
right direction.
 Something that I’ve always 
believed, that has nothing to do with 
retirement, is the importance of being 
a generous hunter. I know the rule of 
thumb is “If you spot it, it’s yours,” 
but I’ve killed a lot of deer. I’ve found 
that it’s just as rewarding to spot 
them and then let my wife, daughters 
or friends take the shot. That’s not 
to say that if I spot a 30+ inch buck 
I won’t shoot at it. But if you are 
fortunate enough to have family and 
friends, particularly kids, out hunt-
ing with you this year, think about 
letting	them	take	the	first	shot.	It	will	
be worth it in the long run and just 
might get them hooked on our sport.
 Best of luck to everyone this 
hunting season. Be safe and make 
some memories.

Matt Rogers
President 
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 A few months after explaining 
to my 12-year-old nephew Alex that 
I would put him in for some of the 
junior hunts that California had to 
offer, DFG began posting the results. 
The results for junior hunters were 
not available online, so I called our 
local	office	to	see	how	we	could	
find	out	if	Alex	had	drawn	a	hunt.	
The lady on the phone said that she 
would be happy to look it up for 
us and began to read the results: 
unsuccessful for elk, unsuccessful for 
antelope, but a J12 Round Valley tag 
for deer. Knowing what this meant, 
I felt like the lucky one. I would be 
able to take my nephew on a hunt of 
a lifetime.
	 The	planning	of	a	fun-filled	hunt	
started the next day. My father, John 
Walgamuth, Alex’s younger brother 
Walter, and I would be off to the 
eastern Sierras in December. Part of 
the planning would be to contact the 
local CDA chapter there in hopes of 
making some contacts and acquiring 
some local insight regarding deer 
hunting in the area. This turned out 
to be the key to our successful hunt.
 In November, my wife Melissa 
and I would head down to Bishop to 
do some scouting a couple of weeks 
prior to the season opener. When 
we met with Larry McIntosh, his 
wonderful wife was gracious enough 
to let Larry, on Thanksgiving Day, 
show us around the foothills of the 
Sierras. It was four action-packed 
days of scouting when I called home 
to let my dad know that it would be 
a hunt like nothing any of us had 
experienced… and the anticipation 

went up another notch. On the way 
out of town on Sunday, I had to take 
one more look around and when we 
did we spotted a buck that looked 
good and I was able to get a couple 
of photos without spooking him. I 
showed the pictures of the buck that 
we quickly named The Picture Buck 
to Alex when we got home. His eyes 
lit up and he got really excited.
 Opening day came and we let 
several nice bucks walk. Alex was 
able to meet other junior hunters and 
all shared stories of bucks they had 
seen, while others displayed their 
prize antlers. One set of antlers taken 
that morning stood out at a whop-
ping 206 B&C. The next day we ran 
into a young girl hoping to take her 
first	buck	with	a	bow,	and	a	couple	
of hours later she had punched her 
tag with a dandy 4x4 that put her 
in the 1st place position of her local 
archery shop in Central California. 
All that action could only build our 
hopes of seeing the right buck, but it 
was to take some time to do that.
 First light of the fourth day 
revealed the antlers of a buck in 
the distance chasing does. Looking 
through the binoculars, I said that is 
The Picture Buck. Alex really wanted 
to take him so the hunt was on. The 
cover of this issue of California Deer 
shows the results.
 We had a great time, met some 
great people and will have memories 
for a lifetime.
 Special thanks to Larry and
 Lynette McIntosh for their hospital-
ity and advice.

Donn Walgamuth

The Cover



Multiple Use Managers, Inc
Assisting Private Landowners with 

Wildlife Management Services since 1961

If You Need Professional Help with:
K Private Lands Management (PLM) Plans
K Habitat Assessment & Enhancement
K Integration of Multiple Land Use Practices
K Hunting Program Establishment & Management
K Alternate Outdoor Recreation Programs
K Marketing of Established Hunting Programs

MUM Inc can provide you with the answers

Contact us today for a free assessment of the potential 
options for wildlife management on your ranch

800-557-7087
Website: mumwildlife .com
email: muminc@yahoo.com

Multiple Use Managers Inc
Gordon Long- President
6942 Lawson Road
Valley Springs, CA 95252
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A Deer Hunt for Heroes
By Jerry Springer 

 For the second time in as many 
years, the California Deer Association 
was one of the major sponsors of the 
Purple Heart Outdoors Tour when 
it came to the Livermore, Califor-
nia area in August. It started on a 
Thursday evening with the sounds of 
sirens, honking horns and the roar of 
motorcycles coming around the slope 
of the oak-covered coastal hills. In 
the	lead	were	two	fire	engines	from	
the Alameda County Fire Depart-
ment, followed by 35 motorcycles 
of the Warriors’ Watch Riders all 
decked	out	with	flags	of	Old	Glory	
in all sizes mounted on their bikes. 
Interspersed between the motorcycles 
were vintage cars and Corvettes 
carrying the heroes who were to be 
honored that evening for their service 
and	sacrifice	to	our	country.	The	pro-
cession had begun in Livermore and 
proceeded south into the hills to the 
Rao Ranch where Robert and Linda 
Rao and more than 100 guests would 
be part of an evening BBQ celebrating 
the participants in this year’s Purple 
Heart Outdoors Tour.
 California Deer Association 
(CDA) member Tom Dermody and 
Lt. Col. Dan Hammack, founder of 
the Purple Heart Outdoors Tour, or-
ganized a 2009 blacktail deer hunt in 
California for four soldiers who had 

served and received the Purple Heart 
or Medal of Valor as a result of action 
they had seen in Afghanistan and Iraq. 
The four bagged blacktail bucks last 
August and because the event was 
so meaningful for the soldiers and 
all who participated, it was planned 
again for August 2010.
 This year, Lt. Col. Hammack 
brought the following participants 
– Navy Seal Matthew Alves, Army 
Ranger Daniel (Dan) Lichau, Joshua 
Olson with Army’s 101st Airborne, 
and	New	York	City	firefighter	Paul	
Johnsen.
 The event included a Thursday 
evening BBQ, hunting Friday on one 
of seven ranches made available by 
ranchers who are members of the 
California Cattlemen’s Association, 
hunting Saturday morning, lunch and 
shooting at the Livermore Pleasanton 
Rod and Gun Club, and more hunting 
Saturday evening for those who had 
not	yet	filled	their	tag.
 Paul Johnsen was working in New 
York City on September 11, 2001, and 
saw the Twin Towers go down. To 
this day, he told us, when he sees the 
skyline it is hard for him to believe the 
sky is missing the Twin Towers.
 Joshua Olson braved the cold 
winds on Friday evening while rid-
ing in the back of the Special Needs 
CDA	jeep	that	is	outfitted	with	a	lift	
and an area which allowed him to 
be seated in a wheelchair. In October 
2003, Joshua was injured in an ambush 
while in Iraq.  A Rocket-Propelled 
Grenade (RPG) blast took his right 
leg at the hip. He spent 18 months at 
Walter Reed Hospital and opted to 
remain in the Army. He is now serv-
ing	as	a	competitive	rifle	shooter	and	
marksmanship instructor. He has been 
in the Army 12 years and plans to stay 
at least another eight years until he 
retires.  Joshua took a very nice 3x4 
buck an hour before dark on Friday.
 Dan Lichau got a chance to see a 
lot of ranch property while hunting 
these ranches. Saturday evening he 
spotted the buck he wanted. It took 
Lichau only one shot from his .308 

to collect his buck. Four tours to 
Afghanistan and Iraq gave Lichau 
plenty of shooting experience, but 
this time he didn’t have to be con-
cerned	about	bullets	flying	his	way	or	
explosives being planted in the ranch 
roads. During his tours, Dan was 
shot three times as well as lost part of 
one of his Deltoid muscles in an IED 
explosion.
 When the weekend’s activities 
were over, four blacktail bucks had 
tags on their antlers. Everyone who 
volunteered and/or helped sponsor 
this event felt privileged that they 
were able to be part of this outdoor 
experience for our heroes. All hoped 
these men realize how much the 
sacrifices	they	have	made	are	ap-
preciated by us and by the rest of the 
country too!

Joshua Olson proudly displays his 3x4 black-
tail buck with CDA member Tom Dermody.

The Special Needs CDA Jeep also functions 
well for bringing in the game.
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CDA member Tom Dermody (left) looks on as 
fellow member Dave Schiavon (right) raises 
the Jeep lift platform so Joshua Olson can 
get into the CDA Special Needs Jeep for the 
evening hunt.

Army Ranger 
Daniel (Dan) 
Lichau (left) 
displays his 
buck along 
with Navy 
Seal Matthew 
Alves. 

The heroes were honored at Thursday evening’s event at the Rao Ranch. From left to 
right: Robert Rao, Tom Dermody, the heroes - Army’s 101st Airborne Joshua Olson, 
New York City firefighter Paul Johnsen, Lt. Col. Dan Hammack, Army Ranger Dan-
iel Lichau, and Navy Seal Matthew Alves.

California Cattlemen’s Association
Sponsoring Ranches

Rao Ranch – Robert and Linda Rao
Fields Livestock – Russ and Colton Fields
Koopman Ranch – Tim and Clayton Koopman
N3 Cattle Ranch – Ken Chalet and Ken Hegarty
Banke Ranch – Paul Banke and Ken Galas
Piazza Ranch – Russ Piazza
Fletcher Ranch – Rich Fletcher
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 New CDA
Field Director

15 years, assisting not only the CDA 
but other organizations such as CWA, 
MDF, and Relay for Life. He has as-
sisted with Hunter Education classes 
as well has coordinated youth events 
in his local area.
 “It’s a lot of hard work for our 
volunteers and it’s my job to assist 
them in being successful in their 
chapter fundraising efforts. I’m truly 
thankful to join CDA as a Field Direc-
tor covering the central and southern 
half of California, and to assist Field 
Director Pat Fitzmorris in expanding 

CDA throughout the state. Our deer 
herds really need the funds our CDA 
chapters raise.”
 Torres’ efforts are already being 
felt with the addition of the new 
Turlock Chapter and working with 
California Waterfowl Association to 
put on a joint Bucks and Ducks ban-
quet to be held in Lancaster.
 CDA looks forward to being able 
to do more for the deer herds of Cali-
fornia with the addition of Rodney 
Torres. Please join us in welcoming 
him aboard! 

Start Marking Your Calendar
2011 Banquet Dates

Chapter Date Contact
Santa Rosa  1/08/11 Doug Timmer (707) 975-9676
Turlock 1/15/11 Rodney Torres (209) 826-1931
Lancaster (Bucks & Ducks) 1/20/11 Rodney Torres (209) 826-1931
Redding 1/22/11 Wayne Dunham (530) 355-6197
North Valley (Colusa) 2/11/11 Larry Crabtree (530) 671-2959
Placer County (Lincoln) 2/19/11 Don Derobertis (916) 580-7602
Woodland 2/25/11 Kevin Bottimore (530) 908-0716
San Jose 2/26/11 Bill Otto (408) 258-9806
Gridley 3/05/11 Perry Roles (530) 882-4391
Kern River (Lake Isabella) 3/05/11 Bill Stonebarger (760) 379-2804
Tulelake/Butte Valley  3/12/11 Heath Wright (530) 567-5774
Chico 3/19/11 Kurt Steindorf (530) 891-0772
Bakersfield	 3/26/11	 Steven	Foster	(661)	203-7515
Central Coast (Paso Robles) 4/02/11 Ryan Smith (805) 461-3942
Mount Shasta 4/09/11 Michael Burns (530) 859-2899
Salinas Valley (Salinas) 4/16/11 Clem Albertoni (831) 678-3297
Mount St. Helena (Calistoga) TBD Mike Winrod (707) 292-9006
Central Valley (Fresno) 5/07/11 Jerry Dunlap (559) 974-4953
Southern California TBD Glenn Tessers (310) 973-8148
Redwood Coast (Eureka) TBD Susan Helms (707) 845-7129
Westside (Gustine) 5/14/11 Rodney Torres (209) 826-1931
Sacramento TBA Billy Aston (916) 849-8229
Eastern Sierra (Bishop) 6/25/11 Doug Brown (760) 873-7205
Morgan Hill TBD Steve Balbo (408) 640-1578
Western Sierra (Sonora) TBD Ron Colombani (209) 533-2106

 This past summer the Board of 
Directors of the California Deer Asso-
ciation realized that we had reached 
the limit of chapters that could be 
supported with a lone Field Director 
and still provide good service to those 
chapters. In order to maintain this 
support and at the same time have 
CDA continue to grow, the Board de-
cided to hire a second Field Director. 
We are pleased to announce that on 
August 16, Rodney Torres was hired 
as CDA’s second Field Director.
 Torres was born in Gilroy, 
California, and grew up in Morgan 
Hill. He graduated from Live Oak 
High School and attended Arizona 
Automotive Technician School in 
Glendale, Arizona. He currently lives 
in Los Banos with Irma, his wife of 20 
years, and their 12-year-old daughter, 
Deanna. He’s been an avid hunter 
and outdoorsman since he was able to 
cast	a	fishing	pole.					
 Torres has been a very active 
member with CDA for more than 
nine years. He has volunteered as 
the co-chairman of the Westside 
Chapter,	and	for	the	past	five	years	
he’s been its district representative 
on the CDA Project Committee. He’s 
also a CDA Life Member. Torres has 
performed the duties of Field Director 
for the CDA for the past three years 
whenever current Field Director Pat 
Fitzmorris was unable to attend func-
tions	due	to	conflicting	banquet	dates.	
Torres has been fundraising for over 

Rodney Torres

Three New Chapters

Turlock              Banquet Date  1/15/11
Lancaster           Banquet Date  1/20/11
Mount Shasta   Banquet Date  4/09/11
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CDA Banquets!
Placer County Chapter, 2010



 The Project Committee met in 
mid-June in Los Banos to consider 
the 18 project proposals that had been 
submitted this year. Included in the 
list were projects from the California 
Department of Fish and Game (DFG) 
and the U. S. Forest Service (USFS), 
along with those of U. C. Davis, the 
Eastern Sierra Land Trust, and Sis-
kiyou County. We had fewer project 
proposals than in years past, but the 
total funding requested was a record 
$469,500.
 The Committee spent most of the 
day discussing the merits of each pro-
posal and listening to input from our 
Project Support Committee members, 
all of whom are professional wildlife 
biologists from Fish and Game, the 
Forest Service and the Bureau of Land 
Management. In the end, the Com-
mittee recommended nine projects to 
the Board of Directors for consider-
ation: three research proposals, one 
land	conservation	proposal	and	five	

10 California Deer

2010 Project Adoption 
By Jim Lidberg

CDA Project Committee Chairman

habitat projects, all of which were 
approved by the Board at their July 
meeting. Total funding allocated for 
California projects was $132,700!
 U. C. Davis again requested fund-
ing for the Mendocino black-tailed 
deer study being conducted in Men-
docino, Lake and Colusa counties by 
the University and the DFG. This is 
a continuation of a study started last 
year that is looking at the reasons for 
the precipitous decline in black-tailed 
deer in the northern Coast Range, 
including the impact of predators on 
the population. Approved was $22,200 
for the purchase of fawn telemetry ear 
tags to facilitate the location of fawns 
that died so that a cause of death for 
each could be determined.
 Another important project that has 
been funded by CDA for the past three 
years is the Highway 89 Stewardship 
Team telemetry project that is attempt-
ing to identify deer crossing areas 
and work to get funding for wildlife 

crossing structures to reduce roadkill 
rates. We provided a total of $11,600 
for new collars that have greater data 
storage capabilities.
 Swall Meadows is a small 
rural community in southern Mono 
County, just north of Bishop, that 
sits within a geographical bottleneck 
area on the migration route of the 
recovering Round Valley mule deer 
herd. This area is currently zoned for 
½- to 2-acre lots, and is experiencing 
further fragmentation resulting from 
ongoing development. The Eastern 
Sierra Land Trust has been working 
with the DFG and the Wildlife Con-
servation Board for several years to 
preserve as much remaining unde-
veloped land as possible through the 
use of purchased or donated Con-
servation Easements (CE). The CDA 
has been proud to be a partner in this 
effort in the past, and we contributed 
$15,000 this year to assist with pay-
ing for administrative costs associ-
ated with a donated CE.
 The Sierra National Forest pro-
posed	a	prescribed	fire	project	within	
the key mule deer winter range of the 
San Joaquin deer herd in the Source, 
Kinsman and Lions Point areas of 
deer Zone D7. The project will utilize 
prescribed	fire	to	maintain	and	en-
hance mule deer forage on roughly 
1,760	acres	of	flat-to-fairly-steep	
chaparral vegetation. The majority of 
this	area	has	not	experienced	fire	for	
more than 70 years, allowing brush 
stands to become overgrown and 
decadent, diminishing the quantity 
and value of available browse. CDA 
granted $20,000 toward this effort, 
with the remainder of the $88,000 
cost being funded by the USFS.
 The extreme eastern portion of 
the Casa Diablo deer herd winter 
range in Mono County (Zone X9A) 
has large areas of high-quality ante-
lope bitterbrush – perennial bunch 
grass habitat that is currently under-
used because of a scarcity of water. 
DFG has proposed installing a big 

Photo by Art Mackey

PROJECTS



game guzzler in this area to provide 
an additional water source to increase 
winter and early spring deer use on 
the north side of the Marble Creek 
alluvial fan within an area support-
ing high-quality antelope bitterbrush 
habitat. CDA has agreed to provide 
$5,000 of the $7,000 cost of the project, 
with the remainder being supplied by 
the Eastern Sierra Chapter of CDA.
 In 2009, the CDA funded the 
initial phase of the Slinkard Valley 
Wildlife Area Browse Protection and 
Enhancement project proposed by 
the DFG. (See Spring 2010 issue of 
California Deer for a description of this 
work.) This year, DFG again asked 
for	help	funding	the	final	phase	of	
this 4,100-acre project area to hand-
cut and remove thousands of small-to 
medium-sized pinyon pine trees en-
croaching on approximately 300 acres 
of bitterbrush browse stands. During 
the winter, hundreds of mule deer 
congregate in the project area to for-
age on essential winter browse. This 
project will help protect and enhance 
some of the last remaining unburned 
bitterbrush habitat and important 
winter browse in the western por-
tion of the West Walker herd winter 
range. CDA funds will pay a contract 
crew to remove pinyon and pile the 
slash. CDA is providing $10,000 of 
the $90,000 cost of the project, with 
the remainder being funded by the 
Bureau of Land Management.
 Siskiyou County has experi-
enced a tremendous decrease in 
deer populations for the past several 
years. The causes of this decline have 
been speculated upon, but no data 
has been gathered to identify the 
actual reason(s). The County has been 
working to develop a 5-year plan 
to reverse this decline in deer herd 
numbers,	and	is	finally	at	the	point	
where agencies and groups within 
the county, including DFG, USFS, 
NRCS and CDA, are coming together 
to identify the problems. They have 
requested funding for a graduate stu-
dent biologist to assist DFG personnel 
in collecting data that can be used 
to turn the situation around. CDA 
allocated $30,000 this year to fund 
a biologist to work with, and under 
the direction of, DFG on analyzing 
factors potentially contributing to the 
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severe decline in deer populations in 
Siskiyou County.
 The Goosenest Ranger District of 
the Klamath National Forest proposes 
a large-scale habitat restoration project 
on the Modoc Plateau in eastern Siski-
you County. The work includes forage 
improvement on roughly 5,000 acres 
on three areas of the Forest: the Mt. 
Hebron	Wildfire	Area,	and	the	Round	
Valley and Tennant areas surrounding 
the community of Tennant. The Ten-
nant Wildland-Urban Interface (WUI) 
Project is a fuels reduction project that 
includes forage improvement treat-
ments and removing approximately 
60 acres of juniper around mountain 
mahogany stands. The Round Valley 
project	identified	planting	non-inva-
sive grasses, mountain mahogany and 
bitterbrush on unauthorized roads 
proposed for closure, roughly 35 acres 
of road planting, and approximately 
4,488 acres of juniper reduction with 
roughly 900 acres planted in 2012. The 
Mt.	Hebron	wildfire	restoration	area	
will require sowing 26,000 bitterbrush 
seeds and 4,000 mountain mahogany 
seeds for planting in 2011. After the 
seeds have become established in the 
nursery, they will be transplanted into 
the burned ground by USFS crews. 
CDA contributed $16,000 this year for 
this work.
 The Goosenest RD also proposed 
a fencing project to protect 40 acres of 
aspen stringers that have been declin-
ing due to lack of successful regen-

eration and browsing. The Rocky 
Mountain Elk Foundation has pro-
vided $5,000 to assist in the removal 
of conifers and to assist in buying 
fence materials. CDA funded $3,000 
to be used to supplement USFS funds 
for chainsaw operators, fuel/oil, 
supplies and labor. This will provide 
improved forage availability in sum-
mer and transitional deer range in the 
Forest Plan’s allocated forage Man-
agement Area.

Photo by Jim Lidberg

Photo by Jerry Springer
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Field N
otes

Want to Start a
Chapter?

Like to Help an
Existing Chapter?

Call Pat (916) 663-2861
Call Rodney (209) 826-1931

Our Favorite Time 
of the Year

 Let’s rejoice that fall is upon 
us, our favorite time of year. I love 
the fall in California. The weather 
is great, and it is the time to harvest 
some game for the freezer. We live 
in a great state for hunting and many 
opportunities are available to us. 
When you get this issue of California 
Deer, hunting in many deer zones 
will have commenced and I hope you 
had a good deer season if you had the 
chance to get out. Please send us your 
successful photos for our magazine 
and website.
 On a different note, every time 
I open the newspaper or watch the 
news on TV, it is depressing and 
alarming. The crazy things going on 
in the world, our nation and in our 
great state are unbelievable. Does 
anyone else feel that way? I think we 
need to focus on the positives and 
build for the future and not watch the 
news! One thing that really inspires 
me is to see how successful CDA is 
despite the poor economic times. We 
have put $2.7 million on the ground 
since 1996. That is a lot of money 
and a lot of projects, and a milestone 
that	few	other	nonprofit	conserva-
tion organizations can match. We are 
still raising money and putting it into 
projects	benefiting	deer	and	follow-
ing our mission despite the economy. 

Thank you to all of our members who 
are making that happen.
	 When	I	reflect	about	our	past	
banquet season, the thing that really 
stands out to me is the strong dedi-
cation and passion for deer and the 
outdoor sports that our volunteers 
and members have. It warms my heart 
to see how our folks care and give 
to make our organization successful. 
Chapter volunteers continued to dem-
onstrate creativity and hard work to 
make our banquets successful, and we 
appreciate all the time and dedication 
toward the species that we care about 
so much; California’s deer. CDA could 
not do what it is doing without the 
strong support of our volunteers and 
members.
 Folks, let’s all welcome our new 
Field Director for the southern part of 
the state, Rodney Torres! Many of you 
already know Rodney as he has been a 
huge help to CDA for many years. He 
has been co-chairman of the Westside 
Chapter for nine years, on the Project 
Committee for six years, has helped us 
many, many times at other banquets, 
has	filled	in	as	a	part-time	Field	Direc-
tor	when	we	have	conflicting	banquet	
dates, and he is a Life Member. And I 
could go on. He is a CDA guy through 
and through, and has proven his dedi-
cation time and time again. Rodney is 
an all-around great guy and a friend.  
 Welcome Rodney! With your 
drive, enthusiasm and knowledge of 
CDA and fundraising, you are going 
to do a great job and we are very hap-
py to have you on board. Rodney and 
I are going to be working side-by-side 
to make CDA even more successful 
and do even more for conservation. I 
want to thank our Directors for having 
the	confidence	and	foresight	in	hiring	
Rodney. I am anticipating great things 
to come.
 Another thing I wanted to touch 
on (I know, I have already written 
about this in past articles) is if we 
want to pass on our outdoor traditions 
and create our future conservation-
ists, then we need to introduce some 
new folks to the outdoors. Take your 
spouse	and	kids	hunting	and	fishing.	
The average age of hunters in Cali-
fornia is 57 and getting older. We are 
losing ground when it comes to the 
number of hunters in our state. The 

number of license sales has stayed 
about the same for the last six or 
seven years, and that is good, but 
California’s population is growing so 
the percentage of hunters is grow-
ing smaller. One thing that we can 
do to help reverse this trend is to get 
the gals out there! We have seen a 
tremendous increase in women hunt-
ers and this is a great thing! When I 
think of my friends that are passion-
ate about hunting, I would say over 
half of their wives go hunting with 
them. Many of these women have 
really taken to hunting and love it as 
much	as	their	significant	others.	I	feel	
that the days of hunting just being a 
man’s sport are thankfully over. Matt 
Hamman, one of our directors, took 
his two oldest daughters on an ante-
lope hunt this year – they both had a 
blast and want to go again and again. 
Good job, Matt, for bringing some 
new hunting gals into our ranks!
 Also, if you aren’t already, 
consider getting more involved with 
your local CDA chapter. We raise 
the lion’s share of our conservation 
dollars at local fundraising events 
and our local chapters could use 
your help. Working on a volunteer 
committee which raises money for 
conservation is a great experience 
and can be a lot of fun and very re-
warding, too. Together, we can make 
a difference for California’s wildlife 
and our deer herds. 
 All the best and thank you again 
for all you do for CDA!

Pat Fitzmorris
CDA Field Director
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Field of Dreams 2010
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High Trails Reunion

 Members of the California Deer 
Association’s Central Valley Chapter 
(CVC) were asked by organizers of 
the Annual High Trails Reunion if 
they would like to bring the CDA 
Special Needs Jeep to this year’s event 
to help in getting some attendees to 
the event site.
 CVC Chairperson Jerry Dunlap 
and fellow committee member David 
Schiavon seized on the opportunity to 
help fellow outdoor enthusiasts who 
are mobility impaired get out and en-
joy nature. Jerry and David towed the 
CDA Jeep up to Courtwright Lake, 
which is in the Central Sierra Nevada 
Mountains at an elevation of 8100 
feet.
 Upon arrival at the infamous 
Dusy/Ershim OHV trailhead, Jerry 
and David met with Art Sallee, 
founder of the High Trails Reunion. 
Art	introduced	their	first	passenger,	
Thomas Sanchez of Selma, California. 
Thomas became mobility impaired 
as the result of a tragic swimming ac-
cident in the 1980s. He was somewhat 
apprehensive about four-wheeling 
to the event, but after being assured 
that neither Jerry nor David had done 
anything like this before, Thomas 
got into the spirit of the moment and 
away they went.
 Several times on the 4x4 drive, 
Jerry had the CDA Jeep’s tires off 
the ground and had Thomas and 
his two nephews hanging on. The 
Jeep showed what it could do by not 
only getting Reunion attendees like 
Thomas there, it also assisted in get-
ting attendees Jeanette Ziegen and 
Joel Bernal onto a pontoon boat that 
had been provided through the John 
& Bertha Garabedian Foundation.

      Jeep Fundraising Dinner

      The High Trails Reunion 
has taken place for more 
than 20 years. The Fresno 
County Sheriff’s Search and 
Rescue Jeep Squadron, and 
the Four-Wheel-Drive Club 
of Fresno are just two of the 
many organizers and volun-
teers who assist in making 
this annual event take place 
each year.  CDA’s Central 
Valley Chapter plans on 
helping out again next year.

 For more information on the High 
Trails Reunion Events, Google, “High 
Trails Reunion.”
 Anyone wanting to sponsor or 
have their company logo/decal put on 
the CDA Jeep 
should contact 
CVC member 
David V. Schia-
von at (559) 299-
7941 or (559) 
288-4454.

      On June 3, 2010, the CDA Central 
Valley Chapter held a fundraising 
dinner to help cover maintenance 
costs associated with the CDA Spe-
cial Needs Jeep. The event was by 
invitation only and they kept the at-
tendance at no more than 50 people. 
It was a sold-out success. John Turner 
of Turner Security Systems hosted 
the event at his family’s trophy room 
in Fresno. In less that three hours 
they were able to raise over $6,000 in 
contributions.
      Jerry Dun-
lap along with 
Scott Jones and 
David Schiavon 
were the Central 
Valley Commit-
tee members 
who networked 
with Turner 
Security Sys-
tems in order to 

make the event possible. There was 
lots of positive feed back from those 
in attendance and John Turner has 
extended an offer to host the event 
again next year.
      The funds will be used to pay for 
services such as lube and oil changes, 
smog	checks,	fine	tuning	the	gearing	
so the revolving platform can turn 
at a slower speed, plus purchase of 
a more industrial-strength trailer to 
haul the Jeep around the state.



California Juniper Removal in Blue Oak Savanna
Gary Diridoni, Wildlife Biologist

Bureau of Land Management
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Project Description:
 The importance of oaks to deer 
for food and cover is widely recog-
nized. However, oak woodlands and 
forests are being adversely affected 
by the increasing demands of our 
growing human population.
 Within the California Juniper 
Removal in Blue Oak Savanna Project 
area (Tehama County, Deer Hunt 
Zone C4), the vegetative dynamics of 
the project area have changed over 
time.	The	increase	in	fire	suppres-
sion has resulted in a possible type 
conversion from oak woodlands to 
juniper	brushfields.	Young	junipers	
are encroaching under the canopy of 
the blue oaks (Quercus douglasii) and 
are creating a situation that will likely 
kill the oaks when the area eventually 
burns.	The	blue	oaks	are	a	fire	climax	
species but will be killed by the 
intense heat generated by the burning 
junipers under their canopies.
 The purpose of this project was 
to selectively remove juniper grow-
ing within 10 feet of the drip line of 
oaks. The project’s goal is to maintain 
and manage habitats, including the 
oak woodland community, and to 
enhance habitat conditions for deer 
and other wildlife. The BLM, begin-
ning in the fall of 2006 and continu-
ing until the spring of 2009, utilized 

the California Department of Forestry 
(CDF) Inmate Conservation Crews 
(conservation crews) in treating ap-
proximately 190 acres of blue oak sa-
vanna through the removal of juniper. 
This was done by the BLM, with the 
assistance of CDA matching funds.

Project Accomplishments:
 The CDF conservation crews have 
aided the BLM in treating approxi-
mately 115 acres of blue oak savanna 
through the removal of juniper. Ad-
ditionally, BLM personnel and conser-
vation crews treated approximately 75 
acres during 2008 and 2009. Further, 
in an effort to maintain this 
work accomplished with 
the aid of CDA funding, the 
BLM has continued to sur-
vey the project area and has 
treated re-sprouts, seedlings 
and saplings.

Additional Information:
 Due to drought condi-
tions, the availability of the 
conservation crew to work 
on this project was limited. 
Conservation crews fo-
cused on priority work and 
projects, which generally 
consisted of hazardous fuel treat-
ments, during the project implementa-

tion period. This resulted 
in the crews having 
minimal time to work 
on the juniper removal 
project. This was 
further compounded 
by the weakened 
economy, which led to 
the American Recov-
ery and Reinvestment 
Act (ARRA). ARRA 
realigned project 
priorities on a national 
level resulting in BLM 
staff time being further 
limited to work on this 
project.

Form 1~ Page- 3 -

Map 1.

 In light of these issues, the BLM 
was able to treat, with the help of 
conservation crews, approximately 
190 acres of public lands for the 
benefit	of	wildlife.	Other	projects	also	
occurred in the area, which included 
noxious weed removal, pond im-
provements and riparian restoration, 
fuels reduction, grazing allotment 
realignment, and the purchase of pri-
vate lands for public use. Additional 
projects are in the planning phase or 
have been planned and are awaiting 
implementation. These include the 
placement of three guzzlers for wild-
life and prescribed burns in the area.

PROJECTS
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Members Afield

Nine-year-old Olivia Long, shown with her proud 
dad, Gordon Long, shows off her first buck. Olivia 
took the deer with one shot at 233 yards while hunt-
ing on Santa Rosa Island.

Ronnie Hobbs (right) and his hunting friend Todd Cozort of the Western Sierra Chapter recently made a trip to South 
Africa on a hunting safari with Two Waters Safaris out of Port Elizabeth. They harvested five record book animals. In 
seven days they took Kudu, Wildabeast, Blesbuck, Impala, Warthogs, Springbuck, Blackback Jackal, Gemsbuck and other 
game. They had a super great time with hosts/owners Brian and Sheryl Seady. 

Karen Fothergill was archery hunting on August 
30th when she took this nice buck.

After applying for more than 25 years, this year I finally 
pulled a California buck antelope tag. It was for the Las-
sen Zone near Susanville. After I recovered from shock, I 
called a friend who lives in Susanville, Chris Gallagher. 
He said he frequently saw antelope on public land on his 
way to and from work and he’d be happy to take me out 
on opening day. He called me before the opener to say he’d 
been watching for antelope and had spotted a group with 
a real bruiser buck. He said my hunt might be over pretty 
quick. My dad and I arrived in Susanville the day before the 
opener (my dad is my lifelong hunting buddy who tagged 
along). Opening morning Chris led us on a short drive to 
where he’d seen the antelope. As it got light we glassed and 
quickly saw the antelope. They were exactly where Chris 
had seen them the previous day and the big buck was with 
them. The rangefinder showed they were only 800 yards 
off the highway. Chris and I snuck closer while my dad 
watched from the truck. We snuck up to a dead tree that 
was 320 yards from the buck and we figured that was as 
close as we dared get. I laid prone and dropped him with 
one shot. When we walked up on him, I was thrilled to see 
that he was even bigger than I thought. His body was every 
bit as big as a mule deer and his horns were over 15 inches 
long. We had him to the meet locker by 9:00. It was a weird 
experience... 25 years of applying and my hunt was over in 
a few hours, but I’m definitely happy at how it turned out.



California Deer          15

Attention CDA Members!
Share	your	days	afield	with	other	mem-
bers by emailing your photos to Jerry@
WesternHunter.com.

The two blacktail buck photos above are part of the article Hunting the 
Charles Mountain Ranch on page 20. Pictured in the left photo from left 
to right are Ryan and Kurt Steindorf and Kurt’s guide, Dan. The  photo 
on the right shows Andy Wood (left) and ranch owner Tim Pricer. 

Members Afield

Robert Teagle took this Red Stag with his bow during a 
hunt in New Zealand with one of CDA’s donors Card-
rona Safaris on the South Island. His stag measured 407 
inches and was taken at 35 yards. Truly a dream animal 
for Robert! 

Shad Hammerbeck of Jamestown took 
his very first buck on opening morning 
of the 2010 D6 Zone season. He used a 

.30-30 Winchester lever-action with iron 
sights. It took just one shot at 75 yards 

to do the deed. The buck was a 4x3. Shad 
was on the stand just 20 minutes when 
the buck walked out into the open. Shad 

shoots at the Mother Lode Gun Club 
in the Sharpshooter Division. Shad, his 
mother, Christi, and Gilbert Hammer-
beck are members of the CDA Western

Sierra Chapter in Sonora.

Donna Richardson was drawn for the opener at the 
Cosumnes River Preserve in Wilton. This was her 
very first turkey hunt and she harvested a trophy 
tom. At 25 yards she sent the copper-plated pellets 
into the head of the longbeard. Donna’s turkey had 
a 10.5-inch beard and incredible 1.5-inch spurs! We 
decided to call him “SPUR-ZILLA!”
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A Unique Senior Project
City Girl Does Good in Wilderness

By Oscar Ramirez

 “I’d like to go hunting for my 
senior project,” Rosario “Chayo” 
Ramirez, my niece and goddaughter, 
said to me one day last year. “Do you 
think you can you take me with you 
this year, Nino?” Nino is a Spanish 
term of endearment for godfather.
 Chayo had taken her Hunter 
Safety Course several years earlier 
and had been on exactly one unsuc-
cessful hunting trip… a weekender 
with one of my daughters and neph-
ews in Eldorado County. The request 
was interesting and I inquired why 
she would choose hunting as a senior 
project. She said her classmates were 
all doing similar projects and she 
believed this would be unique.
 I would be her mentor and she 
would have to document every step 
of learning to hunt. I was glad to 
help. The preliminary work, such as 
filling	out	the	mentor/mentee	agree-
ment,	filling	out	a	plan	and	getting	
approval from her teacher was com-
plete. Curiously, the teacher, a veg-
etarian, was very supportive of my 
niece’s senior endeavor and did not 
discourage her at all, which I found 
very refreshing and open-minded.
 We headed out in late October 
to the Mendocino National Forest 
where we would have a great chance 

at seeing bear and 
deer. Chayo was 
excited about the 
prospect of a bear. 
Hunting in one 
of the Mendocino 
National Forest’s 
wilderness areas, 
I regularly have 
the opportunity 
to pass on 8 to 20 
bears every year 
and was very con-
fident	we	could	
kill a bear.
 After a 3.5- 
hour trip, my 
niece, my son 

Oscar, and I arrived at camp. After 
two hours of sleep, we began the 
day by glassing up several deer and 
six bears, including sows with cubs. 
No great opportunities for a kill, but 
day two came and we were on ani-
mals again. While headed to another 
vantage point, we came across a jack 
rabbit. Chayo was instructed to shoot 
the rabbit in the head for dinner. Her 
shot cleared the air of silence and she 
had	her	first	game	animal	down	–	a	
trophy	rabbit!	“My	first	kill!”	said	a	
jubilant	Chayo,	confident	and	proud.	
We gutted and skinned it in no time 
and it was marinating and placed on 
the menu in short order.
 Although we spotted more bear 
and deer over the next two days, we 
finally	connected	late	on	day	three.	A	
bear was spotted under an oak tree 
about a mile away, uphill. It climbed 
up into the oak tree to gorge on 
acorns. With about an hour of light left 
and the bear uphill and far away, we 
decided to look some more. My intent 
was to ensure Chayo was in the best 
position for a kill and I did not want 
to make the experience a negative one 
by running her and Oscar into the 
ground. We continued glassing and 
found another bear in a more acces-
sible location about two ridges away. 

 I pointed out landmarks and we 
made mental notes and hustled to 
begin our stalk. The plan paid off 
perfectly and we made it about 110 
yards above the bear and set up for a 
stationary shot, but the bear spotted 
us before we were ready. A seated 
Chayo was told she needed to act 
quickly before the bear ran off. As 
she touched off her .243, the bear 
spun and tumbled several times. I 
told Chayo to reload and be ready to 
shoot again when she had another 
shot. I was backing her up. After 
five	seconds	of	pirouettes,	the	bear	
seemed to get its wits about it and 
headed straight downhill with its 
heels	on	fire.	She	shot	again	but	did	
not connect. The bear blew into a 
manzanita thicket with a great blood 
trail. With daylight fading, I sug-
gested we let it die and come back in 
the morning to locate it.
 A good dinner and a better 
night’s sleep had us ready to resume 
our adventure. Oscar, Chayo and I 
all headed to where the bear ran into 
the brush. I searched ahead and the 
bear, as all bears do, had continued 
into the thickest, ugliest country. I 
told both to stay put while I crawled 
on hands and knees through the 
tangle of manzanita and ultimately 
into	chamise.	I	finally	located	the	
long-dead bear and radioed the good 
news to Chayo and Oscar. Chayo 
gushed, “Oh Nino, you found my 
bear,” setting off a mini-celebration.
 The bear was a mature sow (13 
years old according to the DFG) that 
had taken a perfect shot in the heart 
and expired close to 200 yards from 
where it was shot. The bear had been 
dead on its feet, but hadn’t known it. 
With some coaching, Chayo started 
skinning the bear and stated matter-
of-factly, “This is gross,” but contin-
ued working. She wanted to make 
a rug out of the hide and I thought 
it best I continue to skin the bruin. 
We boned it out with Chayo carry-
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ing the head and hide. I loaded up 
the meat (and some fat from this very 
healthy animal) and we crawled back 
through the chamise, into and under 
thick manzanita, and up some very 
steep country. Chayo did not com-
plain once.
 Back at camp, we packed the 
head, hide and meat, and I rendered 
the fat into chicharones and we 
had breakfast. Chayo commented 
how similar in smell and taste these 
chicharones are like her grandfather’s 
made of pork. I pointed out that as a 

bonus, we removed a very 
efficient	killer	of	blacktail	
deer fawns from our hunt-
ing area. The hunt was 
physical, but rewarding 
and was successful for me 
as well, but that’s another 
story. Mendocino County 
has no bear shortage and 
all told, we spotted 17 bears 
in four days. 

Epilogue
Several months passed 
before my niece made her 
presentation in downtown 

Sacramento. I accompanied 
her and she presented eighth of about 
15 students. It was a bit amusing that 
those students in front of her pre-
sented a “How to Design Clothes,” 
two “How to Play the Piano,” a “How 
to Play a Trombone,” and lastly three 
“How to Play Guitar” projects. Need-
less to say, this feminine, sweet little 
schoolgirl (17 at the time) blew the lid 
off the class with her storyboard, pic-
tures, packet, and her oral story. Oh, 
there was that bag full of bear jerky 
that seemed to make its way around 

the class as a tasty testimonial to her 
success. This was indeed a unique 
senior class project; one that earned 
her an “A.”
 “Learning to hunt was a great 
experience. I learned more than just 
how	to	kill	something;	but	how	it	fits	
in, what it eats, and where it likes to 
live. I can’t wait to go again.”
 Chayo has been an active par-
ticipant in the Sacramento Chapter, 
volunteering at the yearly fundraising 
banquet. She has recently started col-
lege, but is ready to go hunting again 
this year. She seems to have devel-
oped a taste for rabbit, quail, deer and 
bear. 

Hunters can reduce the ef-
fects of jetlag and altitude 
sickness with a simple, non 
prescription remedy they can 
get anywhere: water. Keeping 
hydrated has been proven to 
be a valuable tactic in fight-
ing fatigue and nausea during 
travel through multiple time 
zones and stays at high alti-
tudes.
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Hunting Charles Mountain Ranch
 It was Thursday, October 
1st, when my dad picked me up 
at school, then picked up Andy 
Wood, who was going with us on 
our Charles Mountain Ranch deer 
hunt. It was a long 4 ½-hour drive. 
When we got to the gate of the 
ranch, we met Tim, who told us to 
head up to the cabin. We thought 
it would be a few hundred yards 
up the hill, but instead we kept 
going	and	going,	finally	reaching	
the	cabin	after	five	more	miles	up	
a dirt road. And let me tell you, 
once there it was one of the coolest 
sights I have ever seen. There were 
oak and pine trees on both sides 
and in front of the cabin, plus you 
could see distant hills miles away.
 After we greeted everyone 
we unpacked and got ready for 
the evening hunt. Tim called me so 
I went over to see what he wanted. 
Out of the blue he asked if I wanted 
to shoot a buck. My heart started to 
pound with excitement and I was 
thinking I’m on an unbelievable hunt 
to watch my dad shoot a trophy buck 
and now Tim is asking me to shoot a 
management buck! With no second 
guessing, I said yes and thanked 
him so many times that I ran out of 
breath. I ran outside and told my dad 
that I got to shoot a buck too. He was 
surprised. I got my stuff and we set 
off to shoot three deer.
	 We	spotted	our	first	buck	only	
300	yards	down	the	road.	About	five	
minutes after that we spotted a big 
3-point shooter. I was ready to shoot 
the buck but it got up and ran off. It 
was OK though because I knew – or 
at	least	was	hoping	–	to	find	many	
animals on this ranch. We spotted 
a lot more deer that day but none 
were shooters. That evening we had 
a fantastic dinner made by Jackie and 
shared hunting stories.
 In the morning we were up at 
5:30	and	ready	for	our	first	full	day	
of hunting. Man, was it cold! About 
a mile down the road we spotted a 
big 3-point and decided it was big 
enough to shoot so we made a stalk 
on it. We got within 200 yards and I 

took aim. I shot right over its back and 
it slowly walked back into cover. We 
saw a lot more deer that morning but 
none we wanted to shoot.
 Before heading back for lunch, my 
dad spotted a big 3-point. We stopped 
the Jeep and got out. Even without 
my binoculars, I knew that I wanted 
to shoot it. I put a shell in the chamber 
and got ready to pull the trigger. Dan 
(my guide) told me that I could shoot 
whenever I was ready. As soon as the 
buck lifted his head, I shot. He didn’t 
go 35 yards before he dropped. I was 
so happy that I couldn’t even speak. 
We went down to see the buck and he 
was a lot bigger than I thought. His 
antlers were heavy and tall. After tak-
ing pictures, we put him in the truck. I 
was the happiest kid in the world.
 When we got back to the house I 
showed Tim and Jackie my huge buck. 
After	we	finished	celebrating,	we	went	
in and had another great lunch. I was 
doing my homework when Tim came 
in	and	told	me	that	my	buck	field-
dressed at 152 pounds. I was shocked! 
We decided we had to measure the 
buck and it came out to be 128 5/8, 
which is huge for a blacktail. It would 
score in California record books.
 That afternoon we went back out 
to get my dad and Andy trophy bucks. 
We saw a lot of bucks. One in particu-
lar was a four-point, but too young. 

On the way back to the house we 
saw two bears, but no more bucks 
that day. That night we had the 
best meal I have had in a long time, 
cooked by Jackie and Tim. After 
dinner we had a few laughs and 
listened to more hunting stories.
 The next morning we were up 
and	hunting	in	no	time	flat.	Dan	
parked the vehicle on the side of 
the hill and he and Dad got out. 
All of a sudden the parking brake 
came off and we started rolling 
down the hill. Andy jumped in 
the front seat and, in the blink of 
an eye, put on the brake. A little 
later we spotted a buck that my 
dad wanted to shoot. Dad and Dan 
snuck up to about 150 yards from 
the buck and Dad dropped him.
 We got pictures and then headed 

back to the house to show off Dad’s 
buck. It was a big-bodied deer weigh-
ing about 135 pounds. Now we had 
to	find	a	buck	for	Andy.
 Tim decided to guide us that af-
ternoon. Dad spotted a nice 3x4 and 
Andy got out and shot, but missed. 
Later Tim got Andy on a 3-point 
that we were trying to size up, when 
it stood and went over the hill. We 
were heading back to the house to 
pack when we took one more drive 
down one of the ranch roads and, 
boy, did it pay off… We spotted a 
big 4x5 with a kicker. Andy got out 
of his truck very slowly, got a rest 
and dropped him in his tracks. We 
took pictures, then headed back to 
pack up and, sadly, leave. We said 
our goodbyes and hit the road so we 
could get home before dark.
 On the way home I was think-
ing about how great the trip and 
people had been. I am grateful to 
Jackie, Tim, Dan, Andy, and my dad 
for making the trip fun. I am already 
thinking about going back, and so is 
my dad.

Ryan Steindorf

Editor’s Note: To see photos of Kurt 
Steindorf’s and Andy Wood’s bucks, 
check out the Members Afield section.
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Visit us at Booth 815/817 SCI Convention at Reno Jan 20-23, 2010
To contact us directly, Free phone: 1-866-908-5794,  

Phone: +64 3 443 7555, 
Email: info@cardronasafaris.com. For further information,  

and to view our gallery, visit our website.
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 W interhawk is a full-time professional outfitter  
operating on nearly 250 square miles of 

Western Colorado’s majestic Flat Tops Wilderness. 
We provide fully guided and quality drop camp 
elk, mule deer and  bighorn sheep hunts in prime 
national forest and wilderness land that is accessible 
by horseback and mule pack string only, plus winter 
mountain lion hunts at lower elevations. We also  
offer wilderness trout fishing, summer horse-
back vacations and an accredited Outfitters, Guides 
& Packers School. We’ve built our reputation on  
providing great fair-chase hunting, excellent camps, 
quality stock and highly personalized service.
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Update

Governor Signs Tag/Stamp
Legislation

 California Governor Arnold 
Schwarzenegger has signed Senate 
Bill 1058 to prevent hunter-generated 
revenues from being misused for 
non-game or non-hunting purpos-
es.  The measure was authored by 
Senator Tom Harman (R-Huntington 
Beach) and sponsored by the Cali-
fornia Outdoor Heritage Alliance 
(COHA).
 “This much-needed law will en-
sure accountability and transparency 
over the state’s use of hunter-gener-
ated dollars,” stated Mark Hennelly, 
Vice President of COHA.  The bill’s 
approval will annually reallocate an 
estimated $3.6 million of hunter-gen-
erated dollars back to their intended 
game conservation and hunting-
related uses.
 Since the 1980s – in an effort to 
address budget shortfalls and un-
funded mandates in other areas – the 
state has improperly redirected big 
game tag and upland bird stamp 
revenues.  
 Loopholes in state law allowed 
for	a	significant	portion	of	deer	tag	
funds and all bear tag monies to be 
used for non-game purposes, while 
a large percentage of pig tag funds 
simply remained unspent or were 
redirected.  According to the state’s 
own data from 2006, only 62% of deer 
tag revenue was actually used for 
deer-related projects. Similarly, only 
64% of wild pig tag money and 48% 
of wild sheep auction tag money was 
used for related conservation work.
 Under COHA-sponsored SB 
1058, state law will now require that 
all user fee revenues generated from 
bear, elk, wild sheep, antelope, wild 
pig, deer and upland game bird 
stamps and tags be used for big game 
and upland bird conservation and 
public hunting purposes.  Combined, 
these revenues total roughly 11 mil-

lion dollars each year.  
 In addition, the measure requires 
that the California Department of Fish 
and Game (DFG) consult with, and 
seek input from, hunting-related orga-
nizations on proposed projects before 
tag and stamp funds can be expended.   
 “California deer hunters have seen 
the deer herd numbers in this state 
drop by 46%,” noted Matt Rogers, 
President of the California Deer Asso-
ciation (CDA).  “We are optimistic that 
with the signing of SB 1058, the money 
now spent by deer hunters for tags, as 
well as the funds raised at CDA ban-
quets, will help reverse this trend.  We 
look forward to working with the DFG 
in this effort.”
 David Allen, President/CEO of 
the Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation 
and member of the COHA Board of 
Directors, agreed. “Passage of SB 1058 
will substantially enhance our ability 
to do conservation work in Califor-
nia’s elk country.  The fact that these 
additional state funds will be even 
further leveraged and supplemented – 
combined with our ability to now ad-
vise on project selection – will provide 
substantial	benefits	to	RMEF’s	mission	
accomplishment in the Golden State.”
 The new law also consolidates ex-
isting	big	game	species	fiscal	accounts	
into a single account, which will 
improve	efficiency	in	the	use	of	tag	
funds	and	give	DFG	greater	flexibility	
to	benefit	all	big	game	species.

Good News, Bad News
AB 1254 (Berryhill), signed by the 
Governor, authorizes the Department 
of Fish and Game (DFG) to temporar-
ily suspend, as well as seek reimburse-
ment of, a County’s expenditure of 
fish	and	game	fine	monies	should	
DFG	find	that	the	County	is	improp-
erly spending such funds on purposes 
unrelated	to	fish	and	wildlife	conser-
vation. The bill also authorizes DFG to 
offer incentives (e.g. special hunting 

opportunities) to Hunter Educa-
tion instructors in order to recruit 
and	maintain	a	sufficient	number	of	
instructors statewide.

Governor Vetoed AB 979 (Berryhill) 
would keep local governments from 
arbitrarily banning or restricting 
hunting	and	fishing	activities.		This	
measure is necessary as growing 
urban development and other recre-
ational uses continue to infringe on 
traditional	hunting	and	fishing	areas.

Other Bills Killed
AB 1810 (Feuer) – Long Gun Regis-
tration
This bill would have expanded the 
current handgun registration to 
long guns by requiring the Attorney 
General to permanently maintain a 
registry of all	firearms	purchasers.
AB 1810 died on the Senate Floor.

AB 2186 (De Leon) – Loaded Fire-
arms Violations/Loss of Firearms for 
10 Year Period 
AB 2186 would have prohibited a 
person from owning, purchasing or 
possessing	a	firearm	for	10	years	for	
violating	the	state’s	“loaded	fire-
arms” laws. COHA opposed this 
legislation because it would have 
imposed overly harsh penalties on 
hunters while hunting.  
AB 2186 died on the Assembly Floor.

AB 2223 (Nava) – Lead Shot Ban on 
State WMAs
AB 2223 (Nava) proposed to ban the 
use of lead shot on all DFG Wildlife 
Management Areas (WMAs). 
AB 2223 failed passage in the Senate 
Natural Resources and Water Commit-
tee.

SB 250 (Florez) – Spay/Neuter 
Mandates
This bill would have (1) prohibited 
anyone from owning an unaltered 
or	unspayed	dog	without	first	
purchasing an unaltered dog 
license; (2) required the owner of an 
unaltered dog for sale to meet certain 
burdensome requirements; and (3) 
required the spaying/neutering of a 
dog if it is impounded or if its owner 
has violated various other provisions. 
SB 250 died on the Assembly Floor.
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quality stock and highly personalized service.
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Membership Drive

Join Today!
If you are a deer enthusiast, this could be the best $30 that you have 

ever spent. The deer of California need your support! 

Membership Application 
California Deer Association

CHAPTER:___________________________________ DATE:____________________
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ADDRESS:_____________________________________________________________
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q$30 Full Membership: One year, decal & newsletter 
q$5 Junior Membership: Same as full membership 
q$1,000 Life Membership: Installment option $250 per year.
q$500 Corporate Sponsorship: Per year.
Mail To: California Deer Association, 820 Park Row, PMB 671, Salinas, CA 93901-2406
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