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 After months of reviewing stats, 
computing points, submitting hunt 
applications and waiting impatiently 
for drawing results… deer season is 
finally here.
 This year I drew an elk hunt in 
Colorado and a deer hunt in Idaho. 
Wow! What a lucky year.
 I grew up in a hunting family. I 
can remember making the long trip 
from Turlock to Siskiyou County in 
my dad’s old truck that topped out 
at about 45 mph. Those were some 
of the best times of my life and I was 
hooked. I’ve been hunting ever since 
and have had the pleasure of great 
hunting trips with my wife, daugh-
ters and good friends.
 Now that the rafters of my garage 
and shop are filled with antlers, I find 
my perspective about hunting chang-
ing. Instead of walking through the 
woods with one goal in mind, I catch 
myself thinking about my surround-
ings and the deer habitat around me. 
I see areas that could benefit from 
timber harvest. I see the remains of 
deer from depredation and its effects 
in the area. I come across guzzlers 
that haven’t been maintained. I walk 
through burns and see in my mind 
bitterbrush being planted on hillsides 
providing a food source. I look at 
the deer I’m seeing and think about 
their numbers, how old they are, how 
many fawns I spot and wonder what 

could be done to increase the popula-
tion.
 All of these observations made 
while walking through the woods 
are the same questions and issues the 
California Deer Association is trying 
to address. The CDA Mission states 
the principal goal of our organiza-
tion is “to improve our California 
deer herds and other wildlife through 
direct financial support for habitat 
improvement and research projects.” 
The Board of Directors continues to 
focus and base organizational deci-
sions on our mission. In these tough 
economic times and with less avail-
able revenue, we still continue to fund 
projects that further our principal 
goal.  
 I consider myself to have been 
blessed with an upbringing that 
taught me to appreciate hunting and 
to have respect for the land and laws. 
I have been doubly fortunate to share 
my passion for hunting with my 
own family. As you head out to hunt 
this season, think about taking your 
kids. Even if they can’t stay quiet and 
instead spook the game, it’s worth it. 
Those will be precious moments that 
you can never get back and the kids 
are the future of our sport and our or-
ganization. If your wife or significant 
other doesn’t want to carry a gun, let 
him or her “hunt” with a camera. It’s 
the time spent together that matters 
much more than the antlers you will 
hang in your rafters.  
 I wish everyone the best of luck 
on their hunts this year. I would 
encourage each of you to take a look 
around while you are in the field and 
really see what needs to be done to 
improve the habitat. Then I challenge 
you to bring those ideas back to your 
local chapters as a potential project or 
submit them to the CDA Project Com-
mittee.
 I look forward to hearing every-
one’s hunting stories.

Matt Rogers 
President
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CDA Helps Sponsor 2009 Legislative Trap Shoot

From left to right - State Senator Dennis Hollingsworth waits for his turn on the range. 2008 Olympic Discus 
Gold Medalist Stephanie Brown Trafton demonstrates her gold medal technique as she tosses a set of clay targets 
for Senator Hollingsworth (left) and Bill Gaines. Legislators pose for a group photo.

        CDA was one of the sponsors of 
the California Legislature Outdoor 
Sporting Caucus’ 7th Annual Legis-
lative Trap Shoot on June 17th at the 
Cordova Shooting Center in Rancho 
Cordova, California. Not only did 
this year's affair attract a maximum 
capacity crowd of 160 people, it 
drew the largest number of Legisla-
tors and Capitol staff ever — includ-

ing Caucus co-chair State Senator 
Dennis Hollingsworth (R-Murrieta).
       Numerous other dignitaries 
joined Caucus members, including 
several California Outdoor Heritage 
Alliance member representatives, 
and top Department of Fish and 
Game, and Fish and Game Commis-
sion staff members. Also attending 
the rapidly growing and popular 

event were 2008 Olympic Discus 
Gold Medalist Stephanie Brown 
Trafton; California State Trap Cham-
pion and Junior Olympic Shooter, 
Michael Flores Jr.; State Airgun 
Champion Brett Morrison (CDA 
Director Randy Morrison’s son); 
and Women's State Trap Shooting 
Champion Paulette Graham. 



California Deer          5

Many a CDA member will be in 
the field this fall searching for 

a buck like this one seen in Northern 
California.

Photograph by Donn Walgamuth.

The Cover

CDA Signs MOU with USFS

CDA President Matt Rogers (left) signs Memorandum of Under-
standing with USFS Regional Director Randy Moore.

 On July 24, 2009, the California 
Deer Association and the U.S. For-
est Service, Pacific Southwest Region 
signed a Memorandum of Under-
standing (MOU) , under the provi-
sions of the Multiple-Use, Sustained-
Yield Act of 1960.
 The purpose of this MOU is to 
establish a framework for coopera-
tion between the Forest Service and 
the CDA. This framework provides 
for jointly planning and accomplish-
ing mututally beneficial projects and 
activities that maintain and enhance 
wildlife resources found on National 
Forest System lands in California 
and those occurring on private lands 
involved in Forest Service State and 
Private Forestry programs. Such 
cooperation will benefit the National 
Forest System and non-federal forest 
resources, the Parties, and the people 
of the United States.
 The National Forest System, 

Pacific Southwest Region includes 
approximately 21 million acres of 
National Forest lands. This MOU is 
for the parties to work cooperatively, 
under the auspices of the Forest 
Service, A Million Bucks Program. 
The basis of this program is the col-
laboration between the Forest Service 
and the CDA working together to 
conserve and restore deer habitats to 
support healthy deer populations as 
well as recreational opportunities for 
the public.
 Both the Forest Service and the 
California Deer Association have 
responsibilities and interests in the 
management and conservation of 
America’s natural resources. The 
parties agree that wildlife species in 
California need to be conserved and 
managed to meet growing public 
demand for wildlife viewing and 
hunting opportunities.

Committee Member 
Recognized

       The CDA Project Committee 
representative from the U.S. Forest 
Service, Sam Cuenca (right), was rec-
ognized by USFS Regional Director 
Randy Moore for Cuenca’s outstand-
ing leadership. Cuenca is a wildlife 
biologist and has been a valuable 
asset to CDA’s Project Committee.

New CDA Chapter
and

Banquet Dates
       The newest addition to the list 
of CDA Chapters is the Redwood 
Coast Chapter. Their banquet will be 
held in May 2010 near or in the city 
of Eureka.
       Before you know it, the CDA 
Banquet season will be upon us as 
the first banquets are scheduled for 
early January 2010.
       The Santa Rosa Chapter kicks 
things off with its banquet sched-
uled for January 9th. The following 
weekend, January 16th, the Redding 
Chapter is set to once again hold an 
outstanding banquet. Both of these 
are very popular events and tickets 
do sell out early. If you have these 
on your calendar of events to attend 
in 2010, get your tickets early so you 
won’t be greeted with the message, 
“Sorry, we are all sold out!” 

CDA Scholarship 
Winners

       This year CDA awarded two 
$1,000 scholarships. They were given 
to Ashley George of Redding and 
Liana Langford of Stonyford.
       Ashley is going to Humboldt 
State and is studying biology and 
chemistry. She hopes someday to 
work for the DFG or other like-
minded organization.
       Liana is going to Butte College 
and also is planning to attend the 
Fish and Game Academy there. She 
would like to finish her BA at Chico 
State. She wants to become a Game 
Warden like her grandfather. 
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Kevin Olech, USMC, in Iraq.

Lt. Col. Dan Hammack in Iraq.

 As we drove along the ranch road 
in the Jeep, I watched Ryan Olech, 
dressed in camo with rifle ready, 
and thought how different this day 
must be for him. He was smiling and 
joking, scanning the hills and brush 
for signs of a buck. I don’t think he 
had thoughts of an IED (Improvised 
Explosive Device) in the road or of a 
bullet or other deadly device coming 
in our direction.
 For many of us, our days are 
filled with work and/or thoughts 
about family obligations or where 
we might go hunting next weekend. 
Afghanistan is half a world away 
and unless we have someone dear to 
us in that country or Iraq, it is often 
easy not to think about the men and 
women — yes, Americans — fight-
ing for us there and putting their 
lives on the line every day. Even the 
evening news doesn’t concentrate on 
the wars now that President Bush is 
no longer in office. They are usually 
just glossed over in favor of the latest 
on the Health Care debate or which 
entertainer or lawmaker has made 
yet another example of bad behavior 
for our kids. But for Olech, a member 
of the U.S. Army Rangers, the war is 
real and still front-and-center for him.
 Olech was on patrol with his unit 
when they came upon a group of the 
enemy. It’s unclear how it happened 
but the enemy somehow was able to 
fire upon the Americans shortly after 
they were spotted, and Olech was hit. 
He only remembers a few seconds 
or a minute after being hit; the next 
thing he remembered was waking up 

in the hospital five days later. He was 
airlifted out of the combat area with 
a wound from a bullet that entered 
his chest area and traveled around to 
his back — he was in a life threaten-
ing condition. As I observed Olech, 
I was as shocked as his doctors had 
been that he had made such a miracu-
lous recovery. What was even more 
surprising, though, was when he told 
me he did not take the discharge he 
was offered as a result of his wound 
and instead couldn’t wait to get back 
to Afghanistan.
 I was fortunate to be part of this 
Purple Heart Outdoors Tour event 
organized by CDA member Tom Der-
mody, and sponsored by CDA and a 
number of other organizations and in-
dividuals. The Rao Ranch was the cen-
ter of the activities and owners Robert 
and Linda Rao provided a spectacular 
setting and were outstanding hosts. In 
addition to the Rao Ranch, Russ Fields 
provided access to an adjoining ranch 
for the hunt and other members of the 
California Cattlemen’s Association 
provided access to their lands as well.
 The Purple Heart Outdoors Tour 
is the brain child of retired Lt. Col. 
Dan Hammack. At this event, he, two 
U.S. Army Rangers and a Marine were 
given the opportunity to hunt blacktail 
deer on the ranches near Livermore. 
Two of the soldiers were brothers, 
Ryan and Kevin Olech from Pen-
nyslvania and the third was Austin 
Schultz from Michigan. Currently 
Ryan and Austin are U.S. Army Rang-
ers stationed in Georgia. Ryan and 
Kevin both were wounded in combat 

and received Purple Hearts. Schultz 
received a Joint Commendation 
Medal for Valor in combat. During 
the ceremony when Schultz received 
his medal, retired Army Gen. William 
Kernan said, “You are the best of our 
nation, and our nation asks the best 
of you. You are the embodiment of all 
that is good and noble.”
 Lt. Col. Hammack, now retired, is 
no stranger to combat either. In 2003, 
he was a Special Forces officer in 
charge of training and then directing 
the Free Iraqi Forces (FIF) into com-
bat. The FIF were Iraqi-Americans 
who volunteered to help coalition 
forces liberate their people. He is a 
confident, strong individual who has 
a demeanor as if he is still an active-
duty officer. You can tell from talking 
with him, though, that he did and still 
today intensely cares about his broth-
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Austin Schultz (left) and Kevin Olech show off their 
California bucks.

Left to right, Sparky with 
M2D Camo, Kevin Olech, 
Lt. Col. Dan Hammack (his 
buck) and Ed Shields from 
Deer Valley Ranch.

The Rao Ranch provided 
plenty of country in which 
to glass for a buck.

Ryan Olech with a nice 3x3 California 
blacktail.

From left to right, Ryan Olech, Kevin Olech, Lt. Col. 
Dan Hammack and Austin Schultz. Sponsors, guides, hosts and soldiers gather for a group photo.

Before leaving for the evening reception at the Rao Ranch, the 
Patriot Guard Riders pose for a photo with the guest soldiers.

erhood of soldiers.
 Individual candidates are se-
lected by their military units for the 
Purple Heart Outdoors Tour and 
then interviewed by Lt. Col. Ham-
mack before final selection. This is the 
second year of the Tours. None of the 
soldiers for this hunt needed special 
assistance, but other tour hunts have 
included soldiers who are amputees 
or have other physcial impairments.
 This event was held on August 
14-16, and started Friday evening 
with a motorcycle escort by the Pa-
triot Guard Riders of the VFW from 
the hotel in Livermore to the Rao 

Ranch for a reception and dinner. The 
evening started with the singing of the 
Star Spangled Banner and presenta-
tions including gifts given by Mixed 
Marshall Arts fighters Cal Worsham 
and Don Frye. Members from all of 
the sponsoring organizations were 
also on hand.
 The hunt began early the next 
morning and by the time lunch was 
served, Kevin and Austin had two 
California bucks down and on their 
way to the butcher. On Sunday, Ryan 
and Dan had tags on their bucks.
 Those of us from California take it 
for granted that we have wide, open 

spaces to glass and scout for deer. 
These hunters, who previously had 
only hunted whitetails in the East, 
were amazed at the open country in 
this part of California and how much 
time you could spend behind binocu-
lars while scanning for deer.
 For CDA and everyone at this 
event, the opportunity to give back 
to these soldiers through our com-
mon bond of deer hunting was truly 
a great way to thank them all for their 
service to our country.

Jerry Springer – CDA Vice President
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Keith Hartman 
Owner Adventures West Recreation

BooK A MontAnA deer 
Hunt for tHree or More  
Hunters & eAcH Hunter 

gets A free rifle 

or sHotgun! 

*
 Hunters must be eligible to receive weapons & 
responsible for shipping and DROS fees.

All pictures 

Are AWr clients 

in MontAnA

2010 MontAnA deer Hunt speciAl
5 day fully guided/outfitted Hunt on private land.  

100% success in 2008!  
22-28” Mule deer & 125-155” Whitetail  
$3495 includes guaranteed deer tag!

2010 MontAnA deer Hunt group speciAl
5 day fully guided/outfitted Hunt on private land.  

100% success in 2008!  
22-28” Mule deer & 125-155” Whitetail  

$3995 includes guaranteed deer tag & a rifle or shotgun!
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Funded For 2009

PROJECTS
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 The Project Committee faced a 
daunting task again this year: how 
to allocate the $220,000 available for 
funding, to the best and most worthy 
projects. We had to sort through 
and evaluate a total of 23 project 
applications received from state and 
federal agencies as well as from land 
conservation organizations within 
California. 
 After the Project Committee 
meeting in May, the selected 
projects were presented to the 
Board of Directors for discussion 
and approval. We had some lively 
discussions about a couple of 
the projects, but in the end the 
Board accepted the Committee’s 
recommendations as submitted.
 Eight habitat projects and four 
research projects were approved, 
ranging across the state from Imperial 
County to Siskiyou County, and from 
Humboldt County to Mono County.

Habitat Projects
 The East Chocolate Mountains 
Deer Drinker Project in Imperial 
County was approved for a total of 
$24,000. This project will provide an 
additional water source for deer in 
the Colorado Desert area of deer zone 
D-12. It will allow access to available 
forage during the hot, dry period 
of the year in areas where available 
water sources are very limited or 
nonexistent. The project has $3,000 in 
matching funds.
 The Slinkard Valley Wildlife Area 
Browse Protection and Enhancement 
Project in Mono County was funded 
for $24,000. This project will protect 
remaining mixed stands of antelope 
bitterbrush and big sagebrush to 
loss from wildfire by eliminating 
continuous stands of brush and 
pinyon pine, and to increase browse 
production by reducing pinyon pine 
competition and encroachment. 
A total of $126,000 in Bureau of 
Land Management (BLM) and DFG 
funding is planned as matching funds 

for this project. 
 A project to improve 
oak woodlands in Trinity 
County, the KZ Oak 
Woodland Restoration 
Project, had $25,000 
approved for work in 
the Yolla Bolly deer herd 
wintering area. This 
project will treat up to 
900 acres over a 5-year 
period using a variety of 
treatment types ranging 
from mechanical mastication to simple 
understory burning. It is expected to 
improve the health of the wintering 
range for these special black-tailed 
deer. The goal is to increase mast 
(acorn) production by removing 
conifers and reducing the amount of 
competing shrubs that limit the oak’s 
productivity. The estimated total cost 
for this project is $233,000.
 A Humboldt County project, 
the Lacks Creek Oak Woodland 
and Prairie Restoration Project, was 
funded for a total of $5,000. This 
project will assist the BLM in restoring 
oak woodlands and prairies by 
removing encroaching vegetation. 
The Lacks Creek Management Area 
has approximately 350 acres of oak 
woodlands and prairies. Since 1955, 
these habitats have been reduced 
by roughly 33% due to encroaching 
vegetation, primarily young Douglas 
fir trees. Crews will use chainsaws 
and hand tools to remove these trees, 
and after this initial management, 
the areas will be burned to restore 
the grasslands. This project has 
partnerships totaling $45,000.
 In Plumas County, on the Feather 
River District of the Plumas National 
Forest (NF), crews will use the $10,000 
approved to restore important aspen 
habitat in the Howland Flat area near 
La Porte. The goal of the Howland 
Flat aspen restoration is to increase 
the quality and quantity of aspen 
habitat, while promoting early seral 
stage habitat that has been displaced 

by conifer encroachment in the Slate 
Creek watershed located within 
boundaries of the Mooretown Deer 
Herd (deer zone D3). Conifers, 
primarily white fir and lodgepole 
pine, will be cut, removed and burned 
from about 55 acres of aspen habitat. 
A federal match of $10,000 has been 
approved for this project.
 Another project on the Feather 
River District of the Plumas NF is 
located near the small community of 
Concow, Butte County. The purpose 
of this project is to restore black 
oak habitat for the Bucks Mountain 
Deer Herd (zone D3) within a key 
fawning and holding area, which 
had a high-intensity burn under the 
Butte Lightning Complex Wildfire. 
The black oak thinning would 
provide habitat for mule deer and 
for other species such as quail and 
wild turkeys. Black oaks are critically 
important to deer, providing cover 
and forage habitat. Thinning black 
oaks will also reduce the fuel-loading 
and thereby the potential for stand-
replacing wildfires and habitat loss. 
This project received $9,000 in CDA 
funding to go along with $19,000 in 
federal matching funds.
 In northern Siskiyou County 
on the Scott Salmon River Ranger 
District of the Klamath NF, the U. S. 
Forest Service wants to improve big 
game summer/transition habitat on 
120 acres in the Tennessee/Croaker 

continued on page 10

Photo by Jim Lidberg
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Gulch area (zone B2). Proposed 
are habitat improvements through 
mechanical, hand thinning and 
underburning in mixed conifer forest 
and wet meadow complex interface. 
The project will provide improved 
forage in meadow habitat by reducing 
the rapid encroachment of conifers 
and thinning the surrounding mixed 
conifer forest. The project will 
underburn mixed conifer forest to 
reduce fuels and improve herbaceous 
forage. The project will also fence 
an important seasonal spring area. 
The FS received a total of $9,000 in 
funding from CDA, and has lined 
up an additional $85,000 in matching 
funds.
 The last habitat project approved 
for this year is again in the Scott 
Salmon River Ranger District of the 
Klamath NF in zone B6. The Adam 
Thinning and Fuels Reduction Project 
is an integrated project developed 
to reduce the potential for a high-
intensity wildfire within an important 
wildland urban interface. It will also 
be improving stand health conditions 
for approximately 200 acres of mixed 
conifer forest/oak woodland/
chaparral habitat and enhancing 
habitat for wildlife species along with 
the local deer herds. The project area 
is located in the vicinity of McAdams 
Creek (13 miles east of Scott Bar 
Mountain, 8 miles west of Yreka). 
This proposal is approximately four 
miles east of the Hy-You Gulch Fuels 
Reduction Project and 8 miles west of 
the Greenhorn Habitat Project, both of 
which were partially funded by CDA. 
This project received $10,000 from 
CDA and has $44,500 in matching 
funds.

Research Projects
 A joint research project between 
the DFG, U. C. Davis, CDA, the Mule 
Deer Foundation and the Mendocino 
County Blacktail Association, is fo-
cused on learning why deer numbers 
have declined so dramatically in the 
Mendocino/Glenn/Colusa counties 
area. The purpose of this research 
project is to quantify the relative im-
portance of habitat degradation ver-
sus increased predation from preda-
tors for the dynamics of black-tailed 

deer. Factors causing the observed 
declines of black–tailed deer remain 
poorly understood, thus impacting 
wildlife biologists’ ability to imple-
ment effective management strategies. 
By teasing apart the potential effects of 
habitat degradation versus predation, 
scientists will be better able to recover 
deer herds to greater densities than 
those that are present now. Manage-
ment recommendations may include 
habitat enhancement as well as peri-
odic predator reductions (e.g. coy-
otes). CDA has approved $40,000 for 
this project, and DFG has contracted 
for roughly $470,000 over three years. 
This study has the potential to provide 
management implications for much of 
the Coast Range of California.
 The Highway 89 Stewardship 
Team has again been funded $10,500 
for refurbishment of the GPS collars to 
continue their groundbreaking work 
on the Highway 89 corridor between 
Truckee and Sierraville. Last sum-
mer, the first of the planned wildlife 
undercrossings was installed, and just 
this past June, it was dedicated. When 
the wing fences are completed by 
CalTrans in 2011, wildlife loss on the 
highway should be greatly reduced. 
This project is being looked at as a 
model for highways crossing National 
Forest lands throughout California. 
For a story about the undercrossing 
dedication, please see the Summer 
2009 issue of California Deer. All CDA 
members should take a great deal of 
pride in the support we have given to 
this project over the past three years. 
This work is being conducted in deer 
zones D3-5 and X7A.
 The important winter deer range 
in rural eastern Butte County is being 
lost to development at an ever-increas-
ing rate. A research project just funded 
by CDA will allow DFG and Butte 
County to begin to understand the im-
pact to the Bucks Mountain, Tehama 
and Mooretown deer herds caused 
by this development. The project will 
capture and GPS radio collar 30 adult 
doe migratory deer to identify key mi-
gration corridors and population areas 
needed for the Butte County General 
Plan Update so that land protection 
activities and county growth plan-
ning can be enacted to protect these 
vital wildlife passage areas. DFG lacks 

adequate current herd data requested 
by County Planners to make ap-
propriate changes in zoning laws 
to protect the winter ranges. CDA 
approved $30,000 for purchase of the 
collars, and DFG and Butte County 
are contributing another $65,000 to 
the effort. This study area is within 
deer zone C4 and D3.
 Over the past several years, 
numerous water sources for livestock 
were deactivated within the Mojave 
National Preserve. Many of those wa-
ter sources had been used heavily by 
native wildlife for periods in excess 
of 100 years. Deactivation occurred 
in the absence of any environmental 
assessment of the potential influ-
ences of that action on populations 
of wildlife, including mule deer, 
which are widely distributed within 
the preserve. The purpose of this 
investigation is to assess responses 
of mule deer inhabiting the eastern 
Mojave Desert to the provision of 
water at locations where wells were 
decommissioned. Springs and wells 
(both reinstated and dry locations) 
in each portion of the study area will 
be equipped with a remote camera to 
monitor use of those areas by mule 
deer and other wildlife. These cam-
eras also will be part of an investiga-
tion of wildlife use that currently is 
ongoing. Project personnel will equip 
female mule deer and a small pro-
portion of males with radio collars. 
This is the second year that CDA has 
contributed to this important study. 
Our portion of the $205,000 funding 
for this year is $20,000. For further 
information about this project, please 
see the Summer 2009 issue of Califor-
nia Deer. This project is located within 
deer zone D17.

Jim Lidberg 
CDA Project Committee Chairman

continued from page 9

Get Involved in CDA!
Become a Chapter

Volunteer or
Start a New Chapter

Contact - Pat Fitzmorris
(916) 663-2861

patf@caldeer.org
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Hunt Cd Hunt Name
Total
Quota

Preference
Quota

Total 1st Choice 
Applicants

1st Choice 
Max Pt 

Applicants
Tags

Awarded

Highest Point 
Value Awarded 

Tag

Lowest Point 
Value Awarded 

Tag
Random 1st 

Choice  Quota

Total Tags 
Awarded by

Random
Drawing

Tags Awarded 
to 1st Choice 

Applicants

Tags Awarded 
to 2nd Choice 

Applicants

X1 ZONE X1 2370 2133 3078 2133 6 0 237 237 237 0
X2 ZONE X2 185 167 1090 2 167 7 4 18 18 18 0
X3A ZONE X3A 240 216 1905 3 216 7 4 24 24 24 0
X3B ZONE X3B 825 743 3146 743 6.5 2 82 82 82 0
X4 ZONE X4 375 338 1582 2 338 7 2 37 37 37 0
X5A ZONE X5A 60 54 637 11 54 7 5 6 6 6 0
X5B ZONE X5B 110 99 2568 129 99 7 7 11 11 11 0
X6A ZONE X6A 325 293 1297 1 293 7 2 32 32 32 0
X6B ZONE X6B 370 333 1027 333 6 1 37 37 37 0
X7A ZONE X7A 200 180 1804 2 180 7 5 20 20 20 0
X7B ZONE X7B 120 108 904 108 6.66667 4 12 12 12 0
X8 ZONE X8 220 198 714 198 6 1 22 22 22 0
X9A ZONE X9A 650 585 2627 3 585 7 2 65 65 65 0
X9B ZONE X9B 325 293 589 293 6 0 32 32 32 0
X9C ZONE X9C 325 293 408 293 4 0 32 32 32 0

PREFERENCE DRAWING RANDOM (DRAW BY CHOICE) DRAWING

X-Zone
 Hunts

2009

X9C ZONE X9C 325 293 408 293 4 0 32 32 32 0
X10 ZONE X10 400 360 273 273 6 0 40 127 0 127
X12 ZONE X12 760 684 3777 2 684 7 2.5 76 76 76 0

G1 G1 LATE SEASON HUNT IN C4 2710 2439 2589 1 2439 7 0 271 271 150 121
G3 G3 GOODALE HUNT 35 32 4340 1131 32 7 7 3 3 3 0
G6 G6 KERN RIVER DEER HERD HUNT 50 45 1085 34 45 7 6 5 5 5 0
G8 G8 FORT HUNTER LIGGETT HUNT 10 9 189 9 6 5 1 1 1 0
G9 G9 CAMP ROBERTS HUNT 15 14 57 14 4.5 2 1 1 1 0
G12 G12 GRAY LODGE HUNT 30 27 153 27 5 3 3 3 3 0
G13 G13 SAN DIEGO HUNT 300 270 421 270 3 0 30 30 30 0
G19 G19 SUTTER-YUBA WILDLIFE AREAS HUNT 25 23 177 23 5 3 2 2 2 0
G21 G21 VENTANA WILDERNESS HUNT 25 23 104 23 6 3 2 2 2 0
G37 G37 ANDERSON FLAT HUNT 25 23 2201 356 23 7 7 2 2 2 0
G38 G38 LATE SEASON HUNT IN X10 300 270 304 1 270 7 0 30 30 29 1
G39 G39 ROUND VALLEY LATE SEASON 5 4 480 74 4 7 7 1 1 1 0

M3 M3 DOYLE HUNT 20 18 1116 249 18 7 7 2 2 2 0
M4 M4 HORSE LAKE HUNT 10 9 64 3 9 7 4 1 1 1 0
M5 M5 EAST LASSEN HUNT 10 9 134 3 9 7 6 1 1 1 0
M6 M6 SAN DIEGO HUNT 80 72 76 72 5 0 8 8 4 4
M7 M7 VENTURA HUNT 150 135 145 135 3 0 15 15 10 5

Muzzle-
loader

Add-itional
Hunts

M7 M7 VENTURA HUNT 150 135 145 135 3 0 15 15 10 5
M8 M8 BASS HILL HUNT 20 18 90 1 18 7 3 2 2 2 0
M9 M9 DEVIL'S GARDEN HUNT 15 14 559 113 14 7 7 1 1 1 0
MA1 MA1 SAN LUIS OBISPO HUNT 150 135 128 128 6 0 15 22 0 22
MA3 MA3 SANTA BARBARA HUNT 150 135 130 130 4 0 15 20 0 20
M11 M11 NORTHWESTERN CALIFORNIA HUNT 20 18 691 93 18 7 7 2 2 2 0

PD POINT ONLY - DEER 4572 284

loader
Hunts

Big Game Drawing Results
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CDA Chapter Retreat
 

Greenhorn Creek Ranch, Quincy, California, July 17-19, 2009

Santa Rosa Chapter - Mike Gulley, Randy 
Morrison

Eastern Sierra Chapter - Doug Brown Corning Chapter - Tom Moss

Central Valley Chapter - Dave Schiavon, Harriet 
Schiavon, Doug Stephens

North Valley Chapter - Chris Crabtree, Vera Crabtree, 
Larry Crabtree, Perry Pasquale

Salinas Valley Chapter - Mark Pepple, Paul 
Guidotti, Dana Guidotti

Sacramento Chapter - Oscar Ramirez, Billy AstonWoodland Chapter - Dave Cooper, Dan Parcell, Chris Gieber, 
Bob Maggenti, Peter Maggenti

Chico Chapter - Margo Wood, Kurt SteindorfTulelake/Butte Valley Chapter - Rennie Cleland

Morgan Hill Chapter - Steve Balbo

DFG Patrol Lieutenant 
Lisa Stone (right) con-
ducted one of the many 
workshops. 

Field Director Pat Fitzmorris 
(left) and Director Matt Ham-
man demonstrate their sing-
ing ability for the evening’s 
karaoke entertainment. 

Chapter Awards Presentations
All names are left to right
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CDA Chapter Retreat
 

Dana Guidotti, Salinas Valley Chapter (right), looks 
on as Dave Schiavon, Central Valley Chapter (left), 
raises Oscar Ramirez, Sacramento Chapter in a 
wheelchair, with the lift on the “Special Needs” Jeep 
built by the Central Valley Chapter.

One workshop covered 
taking better photos of 
harvested deer by using 
glass eyes. Past President 
Andy Wood thought he 
would see how it might 
work for photos of him-
self. You be the judge!

Greenhorn Creek Ranch, Quincy, California, July 17-19, 2009

Peter Maggenti, Woodland 
Chapter, shows off his big 
catch from the ranch pond.

Southern California Chapter - Glenn Tessers, 
Don and Karen Shackleford

Corning Chapter - Tom Moss

Bakersfield Chapter - Mike Warren, Steven Foster

Gridley Chapter - Matt Hamman, Dan Jarratt Redding Chapter - Mike Torres, Donn Walgamuth, Dean 
Burroughs, Jeff Schuler

North Valley Chapter - Chris Crabtree, Vera Crabtree, 
Larry Crabtree, Perry Pasquale

Sacramento Chapter - Oscar Ramirez, Billy Aston Redwood Coast Chapter - Tim Pricer Central Coast Chapter - John Jardine, Michael 
Tarpley

San Jose Chapter - Frank Magioncalda

Chapter Awards Presentations
All names are left to right

Award Presenters - Left to right, 
Field Director Pat Fitzmorris, Past 
President Andy Wood, President 
Matt Rogers.
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Habitat Happenings
Aspens

 
       An iconic view during fall in 
the West is of a shimmering golden 
sea of leaves set against a tall, 
craggy mountain range. This is a 
view that draws tens of thousands 
of visitors to the Colorado Rockies, 
and also to the eastern side of the 
Sierra Nevada mountain range, 
from roughly Bishop up through 
Sierra and Lassen counties and 
the Modoc Plateau along High-
way 395 in California. For many 
visitors, this is the only experience 
they have with the aspen, Populus 
tremuloides, also known as “quak-
ies,” “quaking aspen” or simply 
“aspen.” Unfortunately, this 
experience, as beautiful as it can 
be, is really only a small part of the 
important role aspens play in the 
mountain ecosystem. 
       Aspen is a fascinating tree 
species both because of its ecol-
ogy, and also because of the critical 
role it plays in the lives of many 
wildlife species. It is a very im-
portant component of the plant 
group called “Montane Riparian,” 
which includes other trees such as 
the mountain alder, black cotton-
wood, and willow. Many aspen 
live along stream courses and wet 
meadows, but a fair number of 
them exist as large stands, perhaps 
covering a couple hundred acres, 
such as can be seen along Conway 
Summit, just north of Mono Lake 
in Mono County. An interesting 
tidbit is that the trees in this large 
stand are all genetically identical. 
Scientists call a group of aspens 
a clone; individual tree stems may 
live to be a maximum of about 150 to 
200 years, but the clone itself can be 
several thousand years old. Research-
ers believe that aspens may be the 
oldest living organism on earth, 
eclipsing even the ancient bristlecone 
pines and giant sequoias. Aspens 
reproduce by a process called “root 
suckering,” where new stems form at 
a root junction and emerge from the 

shallow soil. This vegetative repro-
duction is what causes all stems to be 
genetically identical. 
       This mass display is a spectacu-
lar sight, but isn’t really typical of 
where aspens are found, and certainly 
doesn’t display all the characteristics 
that make aspen so important to wild-
life. A small stream in the Sierras or a 
wet meadow gives a much more com-
plete picture of what aspens provide 
for wildlife: a moist soil that provides 

tall lush grasses and forbs for deer 
to use as fawning cover. The same 
features can provide the proper 
conditions for high insect popula-
tions that support a vast number of 
birds, mostly Neotropical species 
(meaning they nest in North Amer-
ica and migrate to the tropics to 
spend the winter before returning 
the next year again), young tender 
aspen suckers for nutritious forage 
for deer and elk, and a host of other 
resources. The large patches of as-
pen are generally in a drier upland 
environment that doesn’t provide 
as much plant diversity as the small 
patches do.    
       The Lassen National Forest has 
been a leader in managing aspen 
in California, developing locally 
adapted methods of regenerating 
healthy stands from the smallest 
remnant. Their biologists have had 
much success in regenerating small, 
nearly nonexistent aspen trees (not 
even real stands) into fully func-
tioning ecosystems. The Lassen, 
Plumas and other national forests 
in California have partnered with 
CDA to improve aspen stands on 
eastside Sierra and Cascade land-
scapes. CDA has funded several 
projects that have been instrumen-
tal in allowing land managers to 
focus limited resources on protect-
ing and enhancing the remaining 
aspens by paying for crews to hand 
cut competing conifers, remov-
ing brush, conducting prescribed 
burns, fencing newly-treated stands 
to protect them from browsing by 

livestock and, in some cases, deer and 
elk, and other management efforts. 
       Aspen stands fall into one of three 
general categories: (1) stable (properly 
functioning), (2) being dominated by 
conifers, and (3) decadent and fall-
ing apart. In California, many of the 
stands are in the conifer-dominated or 
decadent categories. A stable stand is 
characterized by a ring of new growth 
that gives it a “lush,” layered appear-
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Figure 1 - This aspen stand was protected from
cattle for 10 years. Ph
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ance. Decadent stands allow an indi-
vidual to look into or even through 
the stands since there is virtually no 
young growth. A conifer-dominated 
stand is intermediate, showing some 
new growth, but most trees are large 
and the stand is obviously becom-
ing more open. Aspen seem to be in 
real trouble throughout their range, 
including Colorado, Utah, Wyoming 
and other western states, so this ef-
fort to regenerate stands is becoming 
ever more important. Aspen manag-
ers always agree that it is better to try 
to renew existing aspen clones rather 
than try to replant new saplings, 
since the replanting is difficult and 
often unsuccessful. 
       Aspen restoration can be as sim-
ple as fencing to exclude herbivores – 
primarily livestock but in some cases 
deer and elk – to much more intense 
management including conifer re-
moval, fire, ground disturbance such 
as soil ripping, logging of the aspen 
stand, and others. Figure 1 illustrates 

results of the first 
technique: fencing to 
eliminate livestock use 
on a decadent stand 
that consisted of only 
large mature trees, 
with no understory. 
This stand, located on 
the Plumas National 
Forest, was fenced for 
10 years, and has now 
had the fence removed 
for roughly 5 years. 
The resulting habitat 
is exceptionally lush, 

and is very high-quality deer habitat, 
and has been able to withstand limited 
livestock grazing.  
       A more intensive management 
is the selective harvest of conifers, 
primarily white fir, to open up the tree 
canopy and let sunlight reach the for-
est floor, warming the soil and provid-
ing sunlight to give new aspen suckers 
a chance to grow. Figure 2 illustrates 
this method of regeneration located 
on Pacific Gas and Electric Company 
land near Bucks Lake. It looks pretty 
drastic, but it may be the best way to 
get back to a healthier aspen stand. 
This photo shows a conifer-dominated 
stand the year after logging. 
       Figure 3 shows a stand three years 
after logging. Note that this stand still 
has not returned to the stable category, 
and may not for several more years. 
Figure 4 illustrates one of the issues 
with conducting aspen regeneration 
efforts without having a fence around 
the work area to protect the new aspen 
shoots: deer browsed the new tender, 
nutritious shoots, and may have set 

the plant back for 
a year or two by 
taking the grow-
ing tips off the 
new saplings. 
      After all this 
discussion, the 
take-home mes-
sage I’d like to 
leave you with is 
that aspens are 
very important 
to deer and other 
wildlife, and are 
in real trouble 
throughout their  

                                   range. 

       It is critical for CDA to do what-
ever it can to assist the Forest Service, 
Department of Fish and Game, Bureau 
of Land Management and other 
landowning agencies and organiza-
tions to manage and care for their 
aspen resources. Without intervention, 
we will force our deer to rely on ever-
declining habitat quality, and I don’t 
think any of us wants to see that. We 
must act now. 
 
Jim Lidberg 
CDA Project Committee Chairman 
 
References: USFS: Sustaining Aspen in 
Western Landscapes; Western Assoc. of Fish 
and Wildlife Agencies, Mule Deer Working 
Group: Habitat Guidelines for the Intermoun-
tain West Ecoregion; Personal Communication 
from Gary Rotta, Wildlife Biologist, Plumas 
National Forest.

Figure 2 - Competing conifers were logged last year from this stand of 
aspen near Bucks Lake in Plumas County.

Figure 3 - Aspen stand three years after 
conifer logging. Still not fully stable and 
properly functioning.

Figure 4 - Aspen shoots browsed by deer 
due to lack of protection.
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Members Afield

CDA Director Matt Hamman with his 29 3/4-inch 
wide 4x5 Utah mule deer.

 I drew one of the two nonresident 
archery tags for the Paunsaugunt in 
Utah. Because I had nine points and it 
only took eight the year before to be 
drawn, I assumed that I received the 
bonus point tag (one tag goes to the 
hunter having highest points and the 
other goes into a random draw). When 
I checked the results later, though, I 
saw that there were two nonresidents 
with nine points. One of us got the 
bonus point tag and the other got the 
random tag!  
 It was an awesome hunt! In 13 
days of scouting/hunting, we saw 
over 420 bucks. Of those, we figured 
that 250 to 280 were separate indi-
vidual bucks, not the same bucks on 
different days.
 The buck that I took was the 5th to 
7th biggest buck that we saw during 
our stay. Like so many deer hunting 
stories, he wasn’t the exact buck that I 
was after, but he was too good to pass 
up considering that I only had one 
evening and one morning left to hunt.
 I was told about this buck and 
another, much larger one running 
together by a guy who had just got-
ten back from a family vacation in 
the hunt area. He spotted these two 
bucks three-out-of-four days, crossing 
near the same spot in the road around 
the same time in the afternoon. He 
figured that they were living on top 
of a nearby hill and were going to a 
waterhole out in the trees. He figured 
that the smaller buck was a 29”to 30” 
4x4 (my buck) and another one that 
was mid-to-high 30s wide and a 4x4. 
He felt it would score over 200 B&C.
 Unfortunately, it rained nearly 

two inches the day we arrived there 
and all the deer were off their water-
holes. After sitting in a treestand over 
the waterhole in the afternoons and 
countless trips into the area where 
he’d spotted them, I had yet to catch a 
glimpse of the bucks. All that changed 
on Thursday afternoon of the season 
when I went around a corner in the 
area and came face to face with the 
giant buck. He was 59 yards out and 
staring directly at me. After a one 
minute standoff that seemed to take 
all afternoon, he went from leisurely 
chewing his cud in the shade to trot-
ting away. I didn’t even get drawn 
back on him! I was excited to at least 
know that he was for real and not 
some ghost story! Because he wasn’t 
super spooked, I made a plan to sneak 
back in on foot the next afternoon and 
try to catch him in his bed. 
 The next day I parked my ATV a 
good half-mile away. I took my boots 
off and began quietly sneaking up 
the old skid trail. When I got to the 
spot where I had seen him the day 
before, my heart skipped a beat when 
I saw the tips of various sets of antlers 
poking up above the manzanita not 
10 yards from that same spot. After 
slipping up to 26 yards of the bed-
ded bucks, I could tell it was a couple 
of deer in the 24” to 25” range (you 
know, real dinks!) and my buck. I 
figured that it may not get any better 
than this so I drew back and whistled. 
They all stood up and as soon as they 
did, I let one fly. Unfortunately, my 
arrow didn’t quite clear the manzanita 
and about halfway to the deer it took 
an abrupt right turn and hit the buck 
way, way back. In all the confusion 
of hooves and antlers running every-
where, I could see the arrow flopping 
around near the buck’s rear. I wanted 
to cry. I figured I’d better not push 
him so I left the area and gave him 
two hours.
 When I came back and followed a 
blood trail that Ray Charles could see, 
I found that he had only gone 90 yards 
and was piled up dead. It turns out 
the arrow hit through both hams and 
cut the femoral artery. My worst hit 
by far, but as they say, sometimes it’s 
better to be lucky than good.
Matt Hamman
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Members Afield

 Black bear hunting on public land 
with archery equipment requires 
that you understand the trails, roads, 
creeks and other hunters. The most 
important thing is to find an area or 
trail with recent bear use and also 
hunt away from others.
 I put up a treestand a week before 
the opening weekend. This method 
of hunting takes patience. After three 
hunts, a bear came down the trail.  

      Keeping my cool and breathing 
steadly, I prayed for a perfect oppor-
tunity. The bear was quartering away 
and my shot was good.
 I called my father on the cell 
phone to come help me track down 
the bear. We found him 50 yards 
down the trail. I set a goal of harvest-
ing a bear with my bow, and I couldn’t 
be happier.
Jordan Dunlap

Jordan Dunlap, shown with a bear he 
took with archery equipment, has been 
a “CDA Kid” since CDA first began. 
He is now 18 years old and a member 
of the Central Valley Chapter.

CDA member Rob Hunzeker’s first 
buck taken on a junior hunt in Oregon.  
Rob is from Durham, CA. The buck 
is a Columbian whitetail taken near 
Roseburg, OR.  This population resides 
along the bottomlands of the Umpqua 
River. They were taken off the Endan-
gered Species List in 2003 and is cur-
rently the only huntable population in 
the world. Rob’s buck was a 3x3 with 
eyeguards, or an 8-point eastern count.

Nate Key (left), co-chair of the Gridley CDA Chapter, took this buck 
deep within the Trinity Alps Wilderness Area during the 2008 rifle 
season. It is a 22-inch 4x3. Josh Schmalenberger (right) is a CDA 
member from Etna, California.

Margo Wood of the Chico Chapter took this great 
Roosevelt elk with one shot while hunting on Santa Rosa 
Island in late August 2009.
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Bridgeport Community “Field of Dreams”
An Event for Special Needs Children

They Made It Happen! 
Sponsors and Volunteers

Rey and Kat Robles 
Stay Bent  Fishing Guide Service
Ron and Paulette Sheffield
Rhino’s Pizza
Walker River Lodge
Big Meadow Lodge
Will Clayton
Hay’s Street Cafe
Virginia Creek Settlement
Bridgeport Reservoir Marina
Mono County Sheriff’s Department
Ken’s Sporting Goods
Bi-County Ambulance Service
Alex Bumpus
Officer Pam Treadwell
Albert’s Meat Market
General Store & Deli
Casa Michaela Restaurant
Raymond Robles
Jolly Kone
CDA North Valley Chapter
   Larry & Vera Crabtree
   Perry Pasquale

 After weeks of preparation by 
guide Rey Robles and his wife Kat, 
Ron and Paulette Sheffield, CDA 
committee members Perry Pasquale 
and Larry Crabtree, the Bridgeport 
Community Field of Dreams 2009 
event began on Friday, May 15th.
 Seven youngsters and six parents 
were welcomed to the event, which 
began at Rhino’s Pizza in Bridgeport. 
They were Willie, 15, his dad and 
mom, Randy and Janet Marlette; Kier-
sten, 11, and brother Ryan, 9,  with 
parents Troy and Diane Alioa; and 
the Shephard family with Jacob, 8, 
Jonathan, 12, father Eric and mother 
Julie with two special guests of Brad 
Broiler, 13, and Chad Clark, 16.
 On Saturday morning the group 
split up to have breakfast at two lo-
cal restaurants and CDA presented 

May 15-17, 
2009
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hats, backpacks, flashlights and other 
items. After breakfast, everyone met 
at the Bridgeport Reservoir Marina. 
The Marina waived the boat launch 
fees and the Mono County Sheriff’s 
Department gave kids bags with t-
shirts and other items donated by the 
Sheriff’s Department, Ken’s Sporting 
Goods, and Bridgeport Reservoir 
Marina. In addition, Bi-County Am-
bulance Service representative Alex 
Bumpus outfitted each kid with a 
new fishing rod and reel setup. Sack 
lunches were provided by Albert’s 
Meat Market and the General Store & 
Deli.
 A number of boats were used 
in this event, including the Sheriff’s 
Patrol Boat manned by Officer Pam 
Treadwell and Rey Robles’ patio 
boat. Willie Marlette is wheelchair 
bound and gave everyone a lesson 
on fishing by catching the first fish of 
the day, and others quickly followed 
suite. The siren on the Sheriff’s boat 
was sounded every time one of the 
kids caught a fish… and everyone 
caught fish!
 Casa Michaela hosted everyone 
for dinner and as a special treat some 
of the fish caught that day were also 
served. Raymond Robles, owner of 
Casa Michaela, then hosted everyone 
for an evening bonfire, games and 
S’mores at his home.
 Everyone gathered for breakfast 
on Sunday morning at Jolly Kone. 
Thank yous and good-byes were said 
and the trips home began.
  “I have been fortunate in my career 
as an Agriculture Instructor for 36 years 
(retired) to be a part of many successful 
banquets and events from the local to 
the state level. I have never been through 
an event that is so totally community 
supported. Every person who we came 
in contact with extended hospitality and 
warmth like I’ve never seen in events 
such as this. It was the most complete 
giving of a community I’ve ever wit-
nessed. They truly provided a dream 
come true for the children.” 

Larry Crabtree, Co-Chairman 
North Valley Chapter

 Hunt Longer! 
Climb Higher!  Stay Focused! 

One serving of Sugar Free 
Winrgy provides up to 5 hours 
of natural energy with no crash!

CDA Special… Receive a 25% discount at checkout by entering promo code deer 
in the preferred customer area.  
For more information, log on to purehealthnwealth.com
Click SHOP NOW then enter the promo code 
Click on the ENERGY tab and go to Winrgy. 
Feel free to review and order other products. The 25% discount applies to all. 

• Individual, easy tear packets 
  for On the Go Energy!
• All Natural!
• Packed with Vitamins, Amino  
  Acids and Minerals!
• Invigorating citrus flavor!

WELLNESS INTERNATIONAL NETWORK LTD
INDEPENDENT DISTRIBUTOR

California Bucks

Photo by Ben Nuckolls

Do you have some really good or unusual photographs of California 
deer? Share them with other CDA members. Mail them to California 
Bucks, P.O. Box 7708, Stockton, CA 95267. Or better yet, if they are digi-
tal photos, just email high-resolution copies to Jerry@WesternHunter.
com, then watch for them in upcoming issues of California Deer.
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Field Notes
It’s All About

The Deer!

 When I reflect about our past 
banquet season, the thing that really 
stands out to me is the strong dedica-
tion and passion for deer and the out-
door sports that our volunteers and 
members have. It warms my heart 
to see how our folks care and give 
of themselves to make our organiza-
tion successful. Chapter volunteers 
continue to demonstrate creativity 
and hard work to make our banquets 
successful and we appreciate all their 
time and dedication given to benefit 
the species that we care about so 
much: California’s deer.
 I just spent eight days at two 
wonderful county fairs in which CDA 
had booths. The Yolo County Fair and 
the Tulelake/Butte Valley Fair and, 
wow, what great attendance we had 
at the booths! I was really impressed 
with the number of folks who came 
by to chat about deer, deer hunting, 
and the direction of CDA as well as 
to purchase a membership, raffle 
tickets, or CDA merchandise. We had 
great attendance and conversations 
with a lot of passionate sportsmen 
and women. I also want to thank the 
chapter volunteers who helped man 
the booths. Many thanks need to go 
to Peter Maggenti, Jeff Youngmark, 
Bob Maggenti, Chris Gieber, Dave 
Cooper, Jackie Maggenti, and Dan 

Parcell from the Woodland Chapter, 
and Heath Wright, Aaron Freitas, Ren-
nie Cleland, Jason Brown, and Cory 
Thompson from the Tulelake/Butte 
Valley Chapter. Also, a huge thank-
you to Frank Magioncalda who con-
tinues to help whenever he is needed. 
Thanks guys, we couldn’t have done it 
without you.
 Recently I had the great op-
portunity to attend a field trip with 
staff from the Modoc National For-
est. Modoc County used to be one of 
the best areas of the state for mule 
deer but like many areas it has seen 
a drastic reduction in deer numbers 
over the years. The folks at the Modoc 
NF want to do something about it and 
asked CDA to be a stakeholder on the 
landscape-level planning phase and 
analysis on which they are working. 
They want to improve almost 19,000 
acres on the Warner Mountain Ranger 
District for wildlife, and the wildlife 
species that they are most interested 
in promoting are elk, deer, goshawk 
and eagle. Yes, you heard that right! 
They are very interested in develop-
ing and maintaining habitat for deer! 
They want to work with CDA to 

collaboratively design management 
actions that will improve deer habitat 
through projects. I am very excited 
about this so stay tuned because the 
wheels are turning in Modoc County!
 Another thing I wanted to touch 
on is that if we want to pass on our 
outdoor traditions and create our 
future conservationists, we must 
introduce some new folks to the 
outdoors. Take your spouse and kids 
hunting and fishing — you will make 
memories that will last a lifetime and 
create special bonds with your family. 
Some of my most special memories 
growing up are hunting with my 
dad. I am sure I slowed him down 
and he bagged less game with a little 
kid along but I know I appreciate it 
immensely and it brought us closer 
together. Just remember that when 
you introduce someone to the out-
doors, make sure their needs are met 
and it is all about them. Keep careful 
watch to see if they are getting cold or 
bored, and be ready to adjust to the 
conditions. Be sure you keep it fun 
and keep the adventure level high as 
this will make your “students” want 
to go again and again.
 Also, if you aren’t already, 
consider getting more involved with 
your local CDA chapter. CDA raises 
the lion’s share of its conservation 
dollars at local fundraising events 
and our chapters could use your help. 
Together, we can make a difference 
for California’s wildlife and our deer 
herds.

Good hunting! 
Pat Fitzmorris, CDA Field Director

       The new Winchester® Ammuni-
tion Ballistics Calculator is up on the 
Internet. It uses cutting-edge technol-
ogy to offer ballistics information for 
shooters and hunters.
       The Winchester Ballistics Calcula-
tor allows users to choose their type 
of ammunition and compare up to 
five different Winchester products 
with easy-to-read, high-tech ballistic 
charts and graphs. You can customize 
shooting conditions by entering wind 
speed and outside temperature, ad-

just zero marks for sighting in — then 
print the ballistics for later reference 
on the range or in the field. The calcu-
lator is now live at: 
www.winchester.com/ballistics.

       Remington has been notified by 
its supplier of 17 HMR ammunition 
that 17 HMR ammunition is not suit-
able for use in semiautomatic fire-

Ammunition Information
arms. The use of this ammunition in a 
semiautomatic firearm could result in 
property damage or serious personal 
injury.
       If you have a semiautomatic fire-
arm chambered for 17 HMR ammu-
nition, immediately discontinue use 
of Remington 17 HMR ammunition. 
If you have any Remington 17 HMR 
ammunition that you wish to return 
to Remington, contact the Remington 
Consumer Service Department at 
1-800-243-9700, Prompt #3.
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Lead ban expansion in the Condor 
Range defeated!! 
 The California Fish and Game 
Commission voted 4-1 not to ex-
pand the ban on the use of lead 
ammunition to the taking of small 
and migratory upland game in the 
range of the California condor. The 
California Outdoor Heritage Alli-
ance (COHA) testified against the 
proposed expansion at the hearing, 
noting that the best available sci-
ence simply does not warrant such 
a move. The California Department 
of Fish and Game (DFG) also recom-
mended against an expansion of the 
lead ban. The Commission’s nega-
tive vote on the expansion proposal 
maintains the ability of hunters to 
use traditional lead ammunition for 
small and upland game in the range 
of the condor.
 Currently, nontoxic loads are 
required for the hunting of big game 
within the range of the condor, 
pursuant to the passage of AB 821 
in 2007 and the promulgation of de-
tailed Commission regulations which 
followed the passage of the measure. 
DFG was required to offer the expan-
sion of the ban to small and upland 
game as an “alternative” within the 
2009 season regulatory package, and 
the Commission had to consider the 
alternative, pursuant to the recent 
settlement of a long-standing law-
suit filed by several environmental 
organizations. For the past several 
months, COHA has been closely 
monitoring the DFG analysis of 
this possible regulation change and 
working with DFG and our partners 
to ensure that the final regulation 
adopted by the Commission was 
based purely on science, and not the 
emotions surrounding the general 
lead bullet debate.
 In their testimony, COHA noted 
that – in contrast to big game – the 

carcasses of small and upland game 
are removed from the field in their 
entirety, leaving no gut piles or other 
body parts for condors to feed upon. 
Further, COHA noted that, accord-
ing to DFG records, there is no single 
documented incident of a condor 
feeding on small or upland game. 
Finally, COHA pointed out that Com-
mission adoption of a ban on lead 
ammunition for the hunting of small 
and upland game was not required 
in the state legislation (AB 821) that 
mandated the use of nontoxic loads 
for big game, nor was it required by 
the recent lawsuit settlement.
 When the original lead ban 
legislation, AB 2123, was first being 
considered in the California State 
Legislature in 2006, COHA’s ini-
tial opposition convinced the bill’s 
author, Assembly Member Pedro 
Nava, to exclude small and upland 
game from the bill. A short time later, 
COHA played a key role in killing AB 
2123 in committee.

COHA-Sponsored bills reach the 
Governor’s Desk
 Two COHA-sponsored measures 
reached Governor Schwarzenegger’s 
desk for consideration to be signed 
into law. SB 589 (Harman) which 
provides much-needed accountabil-
ity and transparency over the DFG’s 
expenditure of hunting license tag 
and stamp monies. SB 589 would also 
help to more efficiently and effec-
tively deliver game species conser-
vation projects and hunter benefits 
on the ground. SB 589 would ensure 
that annual big game tag revenues 
are expended only on projects and 
programs which directly benefit big 
game, upland game, and hunters. The 
bill affects all deer, elk, antelope, wild 
pig, bighorn sheep, bear and upland 
game bird tag/stamp monies, whose 
annual combined revenues total ap-

proximately $9.5 million.
 In addition, another COHA-
sponsored bill, AB 1423 (Berryhill) 
if signed into law would: 1) clarify 
existing commercial hunting club 
license requirements and establish a 
new license fee structure; 2) update 
the Shared Habitat Alliance for 
Recreational Enhancement Program 
(SHARE) so that the DFG may ac-
cess new federal funding for sup-
port of the program; and 3) expand 
and increase penalties for willfully 
interfering with the lawful activity of 
hunting and fishing.

Other Legislation COHA is Working 
and Their Statuses

SB 200 (Correa) Internet Ads for 
Raffles – Supported by COHA and 
signed by the Governor
 SB 200 is a bill that would allow 
nonprofit organizations to announce 
and advertise raffles on the Internet. 
However, this bill does not allow 
raffle tickets to be sold online.

AB 1442 (Committee on W, P, & W) 
Omnibus Committee Bill —
Supported by COHA and on the 
Governor’s desk for consideration 
to be signed into law
 COHA was recently successful in 
inserting amendments into AB 1442, 
a Fish and Game Code cleanup bill 
authored by the Assembly Water, 
Parks and Wildlife Committee. Our 
amendments would do the follow-
ing: 1) encourage the Wildlife Con-
servation Board (WCB) to acquire 
voluntary easements on private land 
to create public access for recre-
ational activities, such as hunting 
and fishing opportunities; 2) require 
WCB, in acquiring land for hunting 
and fishing purposes, to consider 
those areas of the state in which pub-
lic access for those activities is most 
needed; 3) make technical changes to 
provisions of law relating to shoot-
ing near roads and other ways open 
to the public; 4) make it a crime to 
remove the collar of a hunting dog 
without the written permission of 
the owner; and 5) reduce penalties 
for hunters who have forgotten their 
hunting license in the field but can 
produce the license in court.

 W interhawk is a full-time professional outfitter  
operating on nearly 250 square miles of 

Western Colorado’s majestic Flat Tops Wilderness. 
We provide fully guided and quality drop camp 
elk, mule deer and  bighorn sheep hunts in prime 
national forest and wilderness land that is accessible 
by horseback and mule pack string only, plus winter 
mountain lion hunts at lower elevations. We also  
offer wilderness trout fishing, summer horse-
back vacations and an accredited Outfitters, Guides 
& Packers School. We’ve built our reputation on  
providing great fair-chase hunting, excellent camps, 
quality stock and highly personalized service.
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Membership Drive

Join Today!
If you are a deer enthusiast, this could be the best $30 that you have 

ever spent. The deer of California need your support! 

Membership Application 
California Deer Association

CHAPTER:___________________________________ DATE:____________________

NAME:________________________________________________________________
 
ADDRESS:_____________________________________________________________

CITY:________________________________ STATE:____________ ZIP:____________

COUNTY:_______________________________________________

PHONE - WORK:_________________________ HOME:______________________

 	 qVISA  qMASTERCARD qCHECK ENCLOSED

CARD # ______________________________________ EXP. DATE _____________

SIGNATURE ___________________________________ DATE __________________

MEMBERSHIP FEES     qMEMBERSHIP RENEWAL #________________
q$30 Full Membership: One year, decal & newsletter 
q$5 Junior Membership: Same as full membership 
q$1,000 Life Membership: Installment option $250 per year.
q$500 Corporate Sponsorship: Per year.
Mail To: California Deer Association, 820 Park Row, PMB 671, Salinas, CA 93901-2406
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