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 As I sit down to write the 
President’s Message, I am wonder-
ing what this current economic 
downturn will mean to the future 
of California’s wildlife. The state 
budget was passed with cuts to all 
departments and a record number 
of bills were vetoed by Governor 
Schwarzenegger due to the budget 
constraints.  Several of the bills were 
wildlife related and supported by 
the California Deer Association. This 
fight is far from over and I would 
like to take this opportunity to assure 
our members that we will continue 
to monitor wildlife bills in our State 
Legislature and bring them to the 
attention of our representatives in 
government. Sportsmen need a voice 
and we are dedicated to that effort.
 In these tough economic times, I 

am proud to say that the balance sheet 
of the California Deer Association has 
never looked better. This is due in 
large part to the efforts of an outstand-
ing group of volunteers at the chapter 
level and a conservative board which 
has worked hard to make sure that 
we stay within the mandated 75/25 
habitat-to-administrative ratio. 
 We are already working on next 
year’s budget, putting your money 
to work on  projects statewide that 
received funding for this year, and 
awarding scholarships to applicants 
pursuing a degree in Wildlife Manage-
ment, Wildlife Biology, or a like area. 
Our youth hunt programs continue 
to grow, with hunts at the Chimineas 
Ranch (Central Coast Chapter), Can-
ada de los Osos (San Jose Chapter), 
and the Tejon Ranch (Jerry Springer — 
Board of Directors).  We just finished 
a “Special Needs” hunt sponsored by 
the North Valley Chapter, and several 
of our other chapters have continued 
our longstanding commitment of 
providing Hunter Education classes in 
our communities.
 The addition of Pat Fitzmorris 
to the position of Field Director has 
been like a breath of fresh air. He has 
already worked with members to start 
new chapters in Woodland and Corn-
ing, and has some people expressing 
interest in a Tule Lake Chapter…
Wow!  I would also like to take this 
opportunity to welcome the North 
Valley Chapter out of Colusa.  These 

chapters already have events sched-
uled for the upcoming year so please 
try to make time to support them. Pat 
is also working on several ideas to 
make life a little easier for our out-
standing Chapter Committee mem-
bers. Take a moment and get to know 
Pat. Pat is dynamic, enthusiastic and 
is working hard to make a difference.
 At our recent Board of Direc-
tors’ meeting in September, I stepped 
down as President of the Board and 
handed the reins to Matt Rogers of 
the Gridley Chapter.  Matt is a long-
time member of this organization, is 
serving on the Project Committee and 
is actively involved with the Siskiyou 
County Five-Year Deer Management 
Plan which will be used as a model 
for other areas throughout the state.
 We all owe it to this organization 
and to Matt to make his Presidency 
productive and successful.
 I would like to thank all Board 
members — both past and present — 
for all of the hard work and dedica-
tion that has been done in the name of 
the California Deer Association and 
to Diane Springer who certainly made 
my job a lot easier.  I hope to see all of 
you at one of the events in 2009. We 
all need to remember that the wildlife 
in California depends on us to con-
serve its future! 
 
Andy Wood 
Outgoing President

Mr. Whitetail, Larry Weishuhn, 
shows off his 4x5 California 

buck taken in September while hunt-
ing in San Luis Obispo County. Read 
about Weishuhn’s hunting trip to 
California on page 5.

Photograph by Larry Weishuhn 
and J. Tyge Floyd.
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The CoverHelp CDA Award Winner
       CDA member, Cliff McDonald, 
was named the 2008 Californian of 
the Year by the Outdoor Writers As-
sociation of California for being the 
driving force behind efforts to restore 
water sources inside the Mojave 
National Preserve.
      On a national level, McDonald 
has been named one of four finalists 
for the 2009 Budweiser Conserva-
tionist of the Year award. Budweiser, 

in partnership with the National Fish 
and Wildlife Foundation, will award 
a $50,000 grant to one of the four 
deserving conservationists for their 
project. The winner will be selected 
by votes from the public. You have 
until November 28, 2008 to help 
McDonald win by casting your vote 
at www.budweiser.com.
      In addition, three runners-up will 
receive $5,000 grants.



California Deer          3

2009 CDA Banquet Schedule

Chapter    Date  Location   Contact  Telephone

Santa Rosa    January 10 Sonoma County Fairgrounds Rich Krona  (707) 585-9756
Redding     January 17 Redding Convention Center Dean Burroughs (530) 242-9294
North Valley (Colusa)    February 13 Colusa County Fairgrounds Larry Crabtree  (530) 671-2959
Woodland    February 20 Elks Club   Dan Parcell  (530) 668-4418
Gridley     March 7 Butte County Fairgrounds Matt Hamman  (530) 868-5047
Kern River Valley    March 7 Kern River Valley Sr. Center Bill Stonebarger  (760) 379-2804
Chico     March 21 Manzanita Hall (Elks)  Andy Wood  (530) 343-9514
San Jose    March 21 Wyndham Hotel  Bill Otto  (408) 723-3588
Mt. St. Helena (Calistoga)  March 27 Napa County Fairgrounds Jack Geary  (707) 942-6817
Central Coast    April 4 Paso Robles Fairgrounds Ryan Smith  (805) 461-3942
Southern California   April 4 National Orange Show  Glenn Tessers  (310) 973-8148
Salinas Valley    April 25 Salinas Elks Lodge  Bill Lundquist  (831) 443-1415
Central Valley (Clovis)   May 2  Veterans Memorial Hall  Jerry Dunlap  (559) 974-4953
Corning (sporting clays)   May 16 Rolling Hills Casino  Ben Myhre  (530) 824-4902
Bakersfield    TBD  Kern County Fairgrounds Gene Darter  (661) 201-5328
Eastern Sierra (Bishop)   TBD  Tri-County Fairgrounds  Doug Brown  (760) 873-7205
Exeter     TBD  Exeter Veterans Memorial Bldg Ed Reynoso  (559) 679-8463
Sacramento    TBD  Saint Ignatius Parish Center Oscar Ramirez  (916) 688-8469
Western Sierra (Sonora)   TBD  Sonora Elks Lodge  Bert Abreo  (209) 736-4804
Westside (Gustine)   TBD  Gustine Community Center Anthony Castro  (209) 854-6709

Don’t Miss 
Out on All 

the Fun!
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New Chapters— New Events!
Corning CDA Sporting Clay Shoot

      This will be a fun event that the whole family can enjoy and will be held at 
Clear Creek Sports Club near Corning. The club is owned by Brad and Evan-
gelina Henman and is located on a 1400-acre ranch at Rolling Hills Casino. 
The club has a new 12-station sporting clay course that is challenging, fun, and 
described as “golf with a shotgun.” Ticket price will include one round of clays, 
a catered lunch and a CDA membership. Prizes will be given for the three best 
teams and a “special award” will be given for the lowest scoring team! For 
ticket information, please call Ben Myhre at (530) 519-4902, Tom Moss at (530) 
513-2264, or Brad Henman at (530) 520-9464. Club Headquarters is located off 
the Liberal exit on Interstate 5. Go west on Liberal, and turn left on Barham Av-
enue immediately after the freeway overpass. A sign marking the entrance to 
its two-mile long driveway is behind Rolling Hills Casino in the southern end 
of the casino’s parking lot.

Woodland CDA Banquet
      This event will be held at the Woodland Elks Lodge on February 20, 2009. It 
will have high-quality rifles in the general raffle and some special hunts in the 
live auction. The committee unanimously agreed on family style tri-tip, spin-
ach-strawberry salad, Portuguese beans, garlic bread, and cheesecake, as well 
as peel-and-eat shrimp and antipasti for hors d’oeuvres. All of these foods are 
a specialty of the Woodland Elks Lodge and will surely guarantee a feast! The 
Elks Lodge is located at 500 Bush Street, just one block south of Main Street. For 
ticket information, please contact Jeff Youngmark at (530) 867-2741, Dan Parcell 
at (530) 668-4418, or Pat Fitzmorris at (530) 632-2091. Please come out and sup-
port this new chapter in its efforts to improve California’s deer herds.

CDA Elects New Officers
      At the September meeting of the CDA Board of Directors, elections were 
held to fill five director positions and the position of President.
      The following individuals were elected to two-year terms as directors :
Dana Guidotti, Tom Homen, Matt Rogers and Jerry Springer. At his request, 
Andy Wood was elected to a one-year term.
      Vice President Matt Rogers was elected CDA President.
      During the following week, Tom Homen resigned from the Board and his 
position was filled by Matt Hamman.

At the September CDA Board meeting, San Jose Chapter members Jim Tonkin (left) 
and Henry Coletto (center) presented outgoing CDA President Andy Wood with a 
Remington rifle for his years of service to CDA. Mike Mantelli and Steve Balbo from 
the San Jose Chapter were also present. 
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The
Long, Tall

 Texan
By Jim Lidberg

 The California Deer Association 
received a letter requesting informa-
tion about black-tailed deer from a 
man from Texas. That in itself was 
not terribly unusual, but the person 
requesting the information certainly 
was: “Mr. Whitetail” Larry Wei-
shuhn, of “Winchester’s World of 
Whitetails with Larry Weishuhn” 
fame.
 Larry was coming to California 
to hunt blacktails in the southern San 
Luis Obispo County (SLO) area, and 
since all his experience has been with 
whitetails in the central part of the 
country – especially Texas – he was 
trying to get as much information as 
he could, as would any wise hunter 
going to a new area. Because of my 
experience in the area, recently retir-
ing from the California Department 
of Fish and Game, and spending 25 
years in the SLO County area, CDA 
asked if I would go there to meet with 
Larry and his crew.
 Larry is a wildlife biologist who 
was educated at Texas A&M Univer-
sity, receiving a degree in Wildlife 
Sciences. He worked for the Texas 
Parks and Wildlife Department as 
a Wildlife Disease Researcher for 
several years and then as a Techni-
cal Assistance Specialist providing 
advice to Texas landowners wanting 
to increase whitetail habitat on their 
properties. When he wanted to start 
writing private articles on whitetail 
hunting and management, he found 
that it was in violation of state poli-
cies. Chafing under such restrictions, 
Larry set out on his own about 15 
years ago. Since that time, he has 
become known as a prolific author 
of several books and “thousands” of 
articles in the popular periodicals.
 Larry has also developed several 
television programs dealing with 
whitetails and hunting throughout 
North America and Africa in general. 
Besides the previously mentioned 

program, he is currently on-air as a co-
host on Thompson/Center Gametrails, 
Thompson/Center Pro-hunter Journal, 
Winchester’s Whitetail Revolution and 
North American Hunter. Bottom line: 
he is a very experienced and well-
qualified hunter.
 When this writer met up with Lar-
ry, he was being hosted by friends of 
mine, Darrell and Teri Bussard, own-
ers of Del Norte Outdoors. He and his 
crew were to hunt on a ranch in which 
Darrell is a partner. To call the prop-
erty a first-class operation is a massive 
understatement. It is gorgeous! Darrel 
has done significant habitat develop-
ment on the place, including water 
development, planting grain crops for 
the wild pigs in the area, and manipu-
lating the chaparral habitat to make it 
more suitable for deer.
 After scouting the intended hunt 
area the first evening, the group sat 
around swapping tales and talking 
about various experiences, both excit-
ing and dangerous, that they had had 
over the years. We retired early so that 
Larry could get some sleep before his 
morning hunt. This writer fell asleep 
thanking his lucky stars for this oppor-
tunity to learn from some of the best 
sportsmen around.
 The next morning’s hunt proved 
unsuccessful, with only does and 
fawns being seen. After breakfast, 
Larry, being the wildlifer that he is, 
wanted to learn a bit about the deer 
in the area, their food habits and their 
subspecies characteristics and the po-

tential “purity” of the subspecies. He 
learned that the deer in the area are 
primarily a hybridization between 
California mule deer and Columbian 
black-tailed deer, now known as 
“pacific hybrid deer” by the Califor-
nia Bowmen Hunters organization. 
We “walked and talked” for a couple 
of hours until Larry and his crew had 
to get ready for the afternoon hunt. 
We said our goodbyes, and promised 
to stay in touch about the later hunts 
while he was in California.
 Larry emailed me the results of 
his hunt: he took two deer, a small 
3x3, which he compared to an 8-point 
whitetail, and a respectable 18-inch 
4x5. He got great footage of both 
hunts, plus footage of a black bear 
that came quite close to Larry and his 
videographer Tyge, which went up 
an oak tree and ate his fill of acorns. 
He was definitely in awe of all that he 
saw on his short trip to California.  
 Larry also told about his white-
tail hunt in Kansas after his trip to 
visit us. He shot a massive 10-pointer 
(5x5), with his muzzleloader, that 
was 22-inches wide and field-dressed 
out at 305 pounds! He said it was the 
heaviest-bodied whitetail he had ever 
killed.
 He thanked the California Deer 
Association for assisting him with his 
California hunt, and this writer cer-
tainly learned much from Larry and 
his crew. And, oh, by the way, Larry 
is a new member of the California 
Deer Association!

From left to right, cameraman, J. Tyge Floyd, Larry Weishuhn, and CDA Director Jim Lidberg.
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Part 2 - CDA Interviews the Director 
of Nevada Department of Wildlife
      This is Part 2 of the interview con-
ducted by California Deer editor Jerry 
Springer with Ken Mayer, Director of 
Wildlife for the state of Nevada.

Question: Are the best days of deer 
hunting in California over?  Same 
question for Nevada?

Answer: The good old days of deer 
hunting in California were in the 
1950s and ‘60s and I don’t think we 
will ever reach that point again.  
And, in fact, I don’t think we would 
ever want that many deer again.  As 
Longhurst predicted, the sheer number 
of deer had a negative effect on their 
own range that had long-lasting ef-
fects. I also believe that with so much 
public land in California, the resource 
base is there to support productive 
herds and offer excellent deer hunting. 
The question is whether there is the 
desire and the will on the part of the 
public and the federal land manage-
ment agencies to realize that poten-
tial. In my career the pendulum has 
clearly shifted from forest manage-
ment that provided for deer and other 
early successional species to a “pro-
tection” not “production” manage-
ment mode that provides for specific 
threatened and endangered species 
and/or species that thrive in mid-to-
late successional forest habitats.
      As for Nevada, the good old days 
were in the 1980s.  What is affecting 
deer here is the wildfire frequency 
that has converted millions of acres 
of sagebrush habitats to a sea of 
cheatgrass that supports much fewer 
deer. Area 6, for example, that once 
held 30,000 deer can now only sup-
port about 4,000 to 6,000 deer. Since 
1980, approximately 7.3 million acres 
have burned. Additionally, along 
with the ongoing drought, wild horse 
numbers in many areas are further 
eroding habitat carrying capacity for 
deer. However, I’m confident that if 
it would only rain for a number of 
years in a row, we would once again 
see excellent deer hunting. At present, 
we may not issue very many tags, but 
there are some outstanding bucks to 

be taken!
      
Question: From a profes-
sional biologist’s viewpoint 
— forgetting the politics — 
what should be done about 
predators?

Answer: As a professional 
biologist, I believe that 
predators need to be man-
aged right along with all 
other species. In today’s 
world, those who think 
you can lock-up land and 
everything will, as they 
say in a fairytale, “live happily ever 
after,” live in a dream world! I can’t 
think of many places that are big 
enough and remote enough that hu-
mans haven’t affected or changed the 
system in some manner. Thus, wise 
management should not exclude avail-
able management tools to achieve a 
management goal, and predator man-
agement is one such tool. You might 
be saying, “Well what about National 
Parks?” I do agree that there should 
be places where human intervention 
should be kept to a minimum, but if 
you look hard at any park you see the 
obvious problems, whether it is black 
bears in Yosemite or overpopulation 
of elk in the Rocky Mountain Na-
tional Park, they struggle with trying 
to manage the resources without 
the ability to use all the tools. With 
regard to predators, I believe that 
predators play an important role, for 
without them the prey species would 
not have evolved to be as strong 
and robust as they are and, clearly, 
overabundance of prey species would 
be a significant issue. On the flipside, 
having a hands-off policy creates the 
obvious problems on the other end. 
What we need is balance… but in 
today’s world reaching that balance 
is hard to achieve, because ignorance 
and political tinkering often dictate 
what we can and can’t do.

Question: If your answer is the preda-
tor-prey relationship is self-balancing, 
do you think man’s influence and 

habitat conditions in California and 
Nevada today no longer make that 
possible in all locations?

Answer: Predator-prey relationships 
can be self-balancing. However, habi-
tat conditions have a huge influence 
on how this plays out. In California, 
I and many California biologists 
believe that poor habitat conditions 
can and have overshadowed the ef-
fects of uncontrolled predator popula-
tions. Since California will never see 
mountain lion management again (it 
would take a Legislature override to 
change that), I suggest that sports-
men stop talking and worrying about 
lions and focus on habitat. Habitat is 
the only place where you can have a 
positive influence. And I don’t mean 
just throwing money at a few projects 
— what you need to do is work at the 
landscape scale and get intimately 
involved in the federal land manage-
ment planning, project development 
and initiation process. We cannot 
forget that over 50% of California is 
in public ownership!

Question: What is your biggest deer 
herd challenge in Nevada?

Answer: In Nevada, wildfire (we lost 
almost a million acres of habitat 
last year alone to wildfire) has and 
unfortunately will continue to be 
a significant challenge. Drought is 
also a significant problem. Last year, 
for example, while we had a good 
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snowpack in northeast Nevada, most 
of the state received below normal 
precipitation and didn’t receive any 
appreciable moisture from the begin-
ning of February until the last 10 
days of May. You can’t grow quality 
habitat in those conditions. What 
we need is three to four wet years in 
a row and then, watch out! We still 
are producing big bucks — it is just 
that the numbers are down. We saw 
about a 12% decline in buck tags 
this year due to low recruitment. I’m 
sure that we have predator problems 
in some areas, but I think that once 
again habitat conditions overshadow 
that in most cases. And, we have one 
of the most liberal predator manage-
ment programs (which include hunt-
ing) in the nation. It is nice to have 
all the tools available!!

Question: Even though your position 
is different in Nevada, what do you 
find to be the biggest differences be-
tween working for the Nevada DOW 
and California DFG?

Answer: The simple answer is the 
sheer number of different hunting and 

fishing organizations that are pas-
sionately interested in hunting and 
fishing and are actively involved in 
what NDOW does. Moreover, the pub-
lic is generally interested and support-
ive of hunting and fishing. We also 
have 17 County Advisory Boards that 
vet all of the Department’s recommen-
dations and are funded to attend and 
provide input at the statewide Board 
of Wildlife Commissioners’ meet-
ings. And lest we not forget, I have a 
Governor and the Governor’s Chief 
of Staff who are both hunters and are 
keenly interested in NDOW, provid-
ing continual support. The sportsmen 
of this state have donated millions of 
dollars to help us achieve our wildlife 
mission, which is the envy of many 
states. And finally, Nevada is still re-
ally a rural state (subtract Las Vegas) 
and thus the social paradigm is based 
on rural values that are land and 
resource based.

Question: In the last four years I have 
had to pay a total of over $700 for the 
privilege to be in the Nevada big game 
draw and yet have not received a tag. 
Why must nonresident hunters have 

to pay the $175 license fee in order 
to keep our bonus point if we are not 
drawn? 

Answer: If a resident or nonresident 
hunter would like to participate in 
the Bonus Point Program (earn bonus 
points), a stipulation to earn bonus 
points when the regulations were 
developed was the need to purchase 
and maintain the hunting license or 
combination hunting/fishing license 
(Resident $33, $54; Nonresident $142, 
$199). However, the hunter can apply 
and opt to only purchase the license 
if successful in obtaining a tag. In 
applying in this manner, they do not 
earn bonus points but still have an 
opportunity to draw a tag. The appli-
cant chooses whether to purchase the 
license or not while applying. Then 
there are the nonrefundable applica-
tion fees and the online convenience 
fee for each application if submitted 
online. Because of the limited tag 
numbers in Nevada, a majority of 
the hunters participate in the Bonus 
Point Program and purchase the 
license. I always point out to ap-

continued on page 9
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Members Afield

CDA Life Member Lee Kirk  (right) 
took this excellent 3x3 A-Zone buck on 
September 1st with the .25/06 Brown-

ing he won at the San Jose CDA dinner 
in 2007. Kirk was also one of the volun-
teer guides for the junior deer hunt held 

on Canada De Los Osos.

Share Your Photos 
Had a great day afield?

Email or mail your photos to:
Jerry@WesternHunter.com

or
Members Afield 
P.O. Box 7708 

Stockton, CA 95267

The 2007 season was very, very 
good for Dennis Mauch. Mauch was 
hunting on public land in north-
eastern California when he dropped 
this mule deer buck. The 4x4 buck 
was 27-inches wide and field-dressed 
235 pounds. Its Boone and Crockett 
scores are 192 6/8 gross and 182 4/8 
net.

Sean Browne filled the first of 
his 2008 B-Zone tags during 
archery season when he took a 
3x3 blacktail (below). This was 
his first deer taken with a bow. 

On September 27th, Browne used a 
rifle to fill his second tag with a nice 
4x3 (above). Both bucks were taken 
in Humboldt County.
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plicants with this question that they 
do receive a valid hunting license 
that allows them to hunt for other 
species in the state — upland game, 
migratory birds (with the appropri-
ate stamps), etc., and can be utilized 
in purchasing a mountain lion tag. 
Many think that they pay the fee and 
get nothing in return when in fact 
they get a valid hunting privilege. 
      Prior to the Bonus Point Pro-
gram, only residents were required 
to apply with a license; nonresidents 
had to submit the fees and the license 
was issued if they drew the tag. 
When the Bonus Point Program was 
implemented, the biggest change was 
in requiring the license in order to 
participate in the program.  This dra-
matically cut the number of license 
refunds the Department issued when 
hunters were unsuccessful, and dra-
matically increased license revenue 
for the Department by increasing 
nonresident license sales and having 
residents retain the hunting license 
when they were unsuccessful in the 
draw.

Question: California uses the Modi-
fied Preference Point system for big 
game tag allocation; Nevada uses the 
Bonus Point system. In your opinion, 
which is the better system? In your 
experience, have you heard more 
positive or negative comments about 
the California or Nevada systems?

Answer: Well, as I stated earlier, I 
was involved at the ground floor in 
the development of the California 
system. In the initial phase, I actu-
ally hired a statistician to help me 
model the various preference systems. 
Bottom line is, all the systems have 
shortcomings. What I found was 
that the bonus point system doesn’t 
really help you until you have six to 
seven points, then the odds start to 
shift in your favor for drawing a tag. 
Nevertheless, you are never assured 
a tag because it is still based on how 
good your random number is. With 
the straight preference system, you 
face the point building phenomenon.  
For example, when I started accruing 
preference points in Colorado for a 
trophy elk hunt, it took 12 preference 

points to get a Unit 201 tag (their pre-
mium elk unit). Now (16 years later) 
you need about 20 — so bottom line, 
I probably won’t ever get one of those 
tags before I’m too old to pack meat 
and thus will have to settle for a less-
er quality unit. I think that the system 
that California has adopted provides 
the best of both worlds. Except for the 
hardest hunts like G-3, you can actu-
ally plan when you will be drawn and 
if you don’t have any points, you have 
a chance in the random draw.

Question: Nevada has significantly 
more doe hunts, does that give you a 
better management tool for Nevada 
deer herds and why?

Answer: Actually I’m embarrassed 
to say that our antlerless hunts are 
VERY limited as they are in Califor-
nia. When I was the California Deer 
Program Coordinator, Nevada had 
one of the best deer management pro-
grams in the West. The Nevada pro-
gram of the late 1980s to the mid-90s, 
involved antlerless hunting in almost 
every unit as part of their balanced 
program. I was shocked when I got 
here and learned that over time, from 
pressure from the sportsmen, the ant-
lerless hunts were reduced to almost 
none. For some reason, hunters have 
no problem killing cow elk but seem 
to think that deer are different, even 
though every other doe has twins and 
cow elk have one calf. Go figure!
      I have directed my staff to work 
with our local Advisory Boards and 
start rebuilding the successful pro-
gram of 
the past. 
However, 
this will not 
be easy as 
many hunt-
ers want to 
hang on to 
the anti-
doe hunting 
superstition. 
Even in a 
declining 
herd situ-
ation, you 
can safely 
harvest 
females! The 

question is whether you want to take 
them home for the freezer or let them 
die in the field for the scavengers! 
Before I leave this office, I hope to 
be able to report that I was success-
ful in reestablishing a balanced deer 
management system in Nevada.
 
Question: Finally, does California or 
Nevada have the brighter future for 
its deer herds and why?

Answer:  I think that both states 
have a bright future for different 
reasons. California has the potential 
because of its vast areas of suitable 
deer habitat. What it needs is proper 
habitat management. Deer zone D-5 
has more tags than we sell in the 
entire state of Nevada. So, California 
hunters should be happy with the 
opportunity they have. Most Nevada 
hunters have to wait several years 
between their deer hunts in their 
own state. As for Nevada, we have 
tremendous potential if we can get 
a break from this drought and are 
able to manage the wildfire issue. We 
don’t have a lot of deer habitat com-
pared to California or other western 
states. But what we do have is some 
of the best of the West, given the 
right climatic conditions. And, heck, 
we still produce some of the best tro-
phies in the world and I’m proud to 
be in a position to make this world-
class deer hunting even better!

continued from page 7

2008 Catalina Island Management Deer Hunts
Offered By Wildlife West, Inc.

• 2 & 3 Day Fully Guided Hunts
• All Hunts Include Meals,

Lodging & Guide Service
• Lodging at White’s Landing

For more information
contact Jim Settle 

or Ben Myhre

530/824-4902 • P.O. Box 282, Corning, CA 96021
www.wildlifewestinc.com

7-25-08

We Offer Affordable Hunts For Every Budget

• 2 & 3 Day Fully Guided Hunts
• All Hunts Include Meals,

Lodging & Guide Service
• Lodging at White’s Landing

Tell a Friend
About CDA!
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 As reported in the last issue by 
CDA Director and Project Committee 
member Oscar Ramirez, the Project 
Committee had a daunting task this 
year: how to allocate the $279,000 
available for funding to the best and 
most worthy projects for 2008. We had 
to sort through and evaluate a total of 
30 project applications received from 
state and federal agencies around the 

state.
 After the Project Committee meet-
ings in June, the Project Committee 
Chairman presented the selected proj-
ects to the Board of Directors for dis-
cussion and approval. We had some 
lively discussions about a couple of 
the projects, but in the end the Board 

accepted the Committee’s recom-
mendations with one addition.

Habitat Projects

1. The Van Vleck Subalpine 
Meadow Restoration Prescribed 
Burn was approved for a total of 
$17,000. This is the final phase of 
a meadow restoration and aspen 

enhance-
ment pro-
ject on 183 
acres in the 
El Dorado 
National Forest 
that began in 
October 2007 
when small-di-
ameter conifers 
in the project 
area were cut 
and scattered. 
The first phase 
was described 
in the Winter 
2008 issue of 

California Deer. The project, located in 
zone D-5, will enhance summer deer 
forage and improve fawning cover.
2. A project in Southern California, 
the Right Wrong Ridge Guzzler Repair 
project located in zone D-17 near the 
San Bernardino/Inyo County line, had 
$5,000 allocated for purchase of an 

underground water 
tank. The Society for 
the Conservation 
of Bighorn Sheep 
(SCBS) provided the 
remaining $7,200 
for materials, the 
Department of Fish 
and Game supplied 
the equipment for 
installation, and la-
bor was provided by 
the SCBS and CDA’s 
Southern California 

Chapter.
3. Another spring and guzzler 
project, located in the Mojave National 
Preserve, received $3,000 for materials 
used by a very large corps of volun-
teers that has the vision of providing 
water for wildlife throughout the 
preserve. These volunteers have a long 
history of doing “much with little,” 
and CDA is proud to be a part of their 
work.
4. A Klamath National Forest-spon-
sored project, the Greenhorn Habitat 
Improvement Project in zone B-2, Sis-
kiyou County, had $5,000 approved. 
The USFS will provide $18,750 of 
in-kind work, and the National Wild 
Turkey Foundation is providing an 
additional $5,000 toward the project. 
This project is to benefit deer summer 
and winter range through a combina-
tion of mechanical- and hand-thinning 
and underburning in decadent shrub, 
oak woodland and conifer interface 
habitats.
5. The Chimineas Ranch Unit of 
the Carrizo Plain Ecological Reserve 
received $6,500 to develop a pond to 
provide year-round water for deer, 
tule elk, pronghorn antelope, wild 
pigs and a host of other species. The 
money will be used to install a water 
line that connects to an existing pump. 
The Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation 
has partnered to provide $7,000 to 
complete the remainder of the devel-

2008 CDA Funded Projects
By Jim Lidberg,

CDA Project Committee Chairman
Photos by Jerry Springer

PROJECTS
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opment.
6. The Plumas National Forest 
was approved $10,000 to conduct a 
prescribed burn on 204 acres near the 
community of Mountain House, east 
of Oroville, in zone D-3. The habitat 
within the proposed burn area is 
winter range for the Bucks Mountain 
deer herd. It has become too poor in 
quality to provide adequate nutri-
tion due to its age and senescence. 
Because of the size and complexity of 
the proposed project area, this project 
will require partners to enable the 
Forest Service to complete the work. 
CDA funds will be allocated after 
the partners have signed on with the 
project.

7. A proposal to restore approxi-
mately 400 acres of important deer 
habitat within the Modoc National 
Forest near Canby has been allocated 
$28,125. It is part of a $148,175 pack-
age to remove encroaching junipers 
and to stabilize a creek to prevent 
downcutting that was destroying the 
stream corridor. This project is the 
first phase of a larger effort to reduce 
juniper encroachment and to restore 
meadows, aspen stands, black oak, 
eastside pine and sage steppe habitat 
types to increased productivity. This 
area is within zones X-2 and X-3a.
8. The Mendocino National For-
est has been working for several 
years within the Grindstone Ranger 
District in Tehama County to enhance 
habitat on approximately 2,500 acres. 
This project, roughly 200 acres, is 
a continuation of that project. The 

USFS asked 
for, and was 
granted, 
$15,000 for 
the work, 
with anoth-
er $15,000 
coming 
from match-
ing funds. 
The money 
will be used 
to remove 
encroaching 
conifers and 
to conduct 
understory 
burns to continue oak regeneration 

and stimulate her-
baceous growth. 
The project area 
is within zone B-5 
and is entirely on 
public land.
9. The last 
habitat project 
approved is a 
continuation of a 
long-term juniper 
removal program 
conducted by the 
Bureau of Land 
Management in 
Tehama County, 
zone C-4. Young 
junipers are en-
croaching under 

the canopy of blue oaks and are creat-
ing a situation that will kill the oaks 
when the area eventually burns. The 
project will remove junipers within 
10 feet of the drip line of oaks. CDA 
approved $3,000 this year as part of 
the 5-year plan to 
improve deer winter 
range.

Research/Equip-
ment/Education 

1. The California 
DFG requested 
additional funding 
for the Highway 
89 project for the 
purchase of five 
new GPS telem-
etry collars and the 
refurbishment of the 

original 10 collars so that all 15 can be 
deployed to gather additional location 
data on the Loyalton-Truckee deer 
herd (zone X-7a). This project is trying 
to determine where and when deer 
are crossing Highway 89 between 
Sierraville and Truckee so that better 
methods can be developed to reduce 
the roadkill rate. The Highway 89 
Stewardship Team hopes to make this 
a blueprint for roads crossing Nation-
al Forest lands throughout California. 
Cooperators are the California DFG, 
the California Deer Association, U. S. 
Forest Service, CalTrans, UC Davis, 
UC Berkeley, Sierra County and UC 
Cooperative Extension Service.
2. The DFG has been working on the 
Coachella Canal Ungulate Investiga-
tion and Monitoring Plan in Riverside 
and Imperial counties, zone D-12, 
attempting to determine a method of 
reducing deer mortalities in the canal. 
The overall project is a very large and 
intensive effort to document losses 
to the burro deer, a species unique to 
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the desert regions of California. CDA 
funded 10 cameras ($10,000) for use 
in the research.
3. CDA has been involved with a 
large research project in the Round 
Valley area of Inyo County for many 
years. The past work has focused 
on population dynamics, migration 
patterns and so forth. This project is 
close to the last piece of the puzzle 
of how this herd reacts to all the 
variables that beset a deer herd. This 
study’s name is also its mission to 
monitor the Age at First Reproduc-
tion of Female Mule Deer using 
expanding radiotelemetry collars that 
will be put on young female deer 
(fawns) in the fall or spring. They 
will be tracked from a fixed-wing 
aircraft weekly to estimate survival 
and determine migratory status. This 
year CDA has committed $10,000 for 
this effort. The study area is in zones 
X-9a, D-7, G-39 and J-12.
4. DFG has begun a study to Assess 
Reproductive Synchrony, Perfor-
mance and Physical Condition in 
Black-tailed Deer in southwestern 
Siskiyou County. This impressive 
title might make your eyes glaze 
over a bit, but the study is extremely 
important to understanding the ap-
parent decline of black-tailed deer 
and their habitats in zone B-6, and to 
perhaps gain insight in how to return 
this herd to a more robust popula-
tion. CDA allocated $40,000 for the 
purchase of 10 GPS collars and the 
helicopter time to install them.

5. For several years, the CDA has 
funded various research projects 
through the Wildlife Forensic Labora-
tory (WFL) of the DFG. The results 
of these studies have solidified many 
poaching cases that would otherwise 
have been impossible to pursue and 
gain a conviction. This project will 
tie up one last loose end: are there 
identical twins in the population with 
identical DNA? At this time, there is 
no scientific answer to this question, 
and as a result, guilty poachers may be 
set free. The WFL has been allocated 
$5,000 for this final year of the study.
6. The Mojave National Preserve, 
located in San Bernardino County, 
has deactivated many water sources 
on which livestock and wildlife used 
to depend. The study will reactivate 
some springs and wells, and remote 
cameras will monitor the use of these 
water sources by deer. The $15,000 

CDA provided to this project will be 
used to purchase remote-download-
able GPS collars. Information col-
lected during the course of this study 
may confirm the need for supplemen-
tal water throughout the preserve.
 As you can see, we didn’t actu-
ally spend to our $279,000 limit 
because we didn’t have a proposal in 
one of our categories: the Land Ac-
quisition and Conservation Easement 
fund. Several years ago the Board 
decided that it was very important to 
have a pool of money with which we 
could partner with nongovernmental 
organizations (NGOs) or a state or 
federal agency if an opportunity to 
protect or acquire key deer habitat 
became available. This year the bud-
geted amount, $69,819, was added to 
the fund for future needs.

Appreciation
Members of the CDA 
Southern California 
Chapter show their 
appreciation to the 
local Sportsman’s 
Warehouse for its 
support of their CDA 
chapter.
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Let’s Get 
 The Word Out!

 As we reflect on our fall outings 
with good friends and family, let’s 
stop to give thanks and ponder what 
we appreciate most about California 
deer hunting. Is it the breeze in your 
face and the fresh scent of pine as you 
still-hunt to the top of the ridge? Is it 
teaching your young son or daughter 
how to read sign and stalk quietly? 
Is it a marinated backstrap cooking 
on the barbecue? Is it the challenge of 
hunting a trophy buck? Is it sharing 
a campfire with special friends who 
share your love of the outdoors? If 
you are like me, it is all of these things 
and more.
 How are we going to make sure 
that the hunting traditions that we 
cherish are perpetuated? Those of 
us who hunt and care deeply about 
wildlife pay for the lion’s share of 
habitat conservation. In the early part 
of this century, game populations 
were depressed due mostly to market 
hunting. Sportsmen urged our legisla-
tors to do something. With sports-
men’s approval, congress created an 
11-percent tax on ammunition and 
firearms used for sport hunting, and 
earmarked the proceeds to be distrib-
uted to the states for wildlife restora-
tion. The result was called the Federal 
Aid in Wildlife Restoration Act, better 
known as the Pittman-Robertson (or 

“P-R”) Act after its principal sponsors, 
Senator Key Pittman of Nevada and 
Representative A. Willis Robertson 
of Virginia. The measure was signed 
into law by President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt on September 2, 1937. Funds 
from the P-R Act were earmarked for 
wildlife restoration projects and were 
matched with state funds.
 Congress in the early 1970s 
expanded the P-R revenue base to 
include handguns and archery equip-
ment, and authorized states to spend 
up to half those revenues on hunter 
education and target ranges. Since 
then the P-R Act has generated more 
than $5 billion, which has been spent 
to benefit wildlife and hunters. The 
money is used to buy and maintain 
state wildlife areas (which are open 
to hunting), fund habitat restoration 
projects, fund Hunter Education pro-
grams, pay for public shooting ranges, 
and support wildlife research. Sixty- 
two percent of the funds are spent on 
land acquisition and habitat restora-
tion.
 The P-R Act is impressive in itself, 
but combined with the revenue from 
our licenses, tags, stamps, plus money 

Field Notes that conservation organizations like 
CDA spend on habitat projects, it is 
a huge factor in funding wildlife and 
habitat conservation. In a nutshell, 
hunters are good for wildlife and 
care about and pay for vital habitat. 
Let’s get the word out! We can start at 
home and create our own individual 
public relations programs right in our 
own neighborhoods. Next time your 
nonhunting neighbor frowns at you 
when you come home in camouflage 
or sees you loading the truck for a 
hunting trip, start a conversation 
that sheds a positive light on hunting 
and hunters. Offer him or her some 
venison steaks or a roast that they can 
enjoy with their family. Offer to take 
them shooting at the range, or simply 
share your last hunting adventure 
with them. A little generosity and 
friendliness goes a long way. Just 
showing nonhunters that we are good 
people and care about the wildlife we 
hunt and the habitat that sustains it, 
will make a positive impact.
 We have accomplished great 
things for our deer herds but our 
work is far from over. As members 
and volunteers of the California Deer 
Association, we are all in this together 
as a collective group and voice. Please 
get more involved in your local chap-
ter and bring a friend to your local 
banquet. More members and sup-
port means more we can accomplish 
and more deer in the field and on the 
mountain.

Good hunting! 
Pat Fitzmorris 
CDA Field Director

CDA seems to be the best kept secret in California. Field Director Pat Fitzmorris will do his best to change that as he travels 
California promoting CDA.
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Chimineas 4th Annual Junior Deer Hunt
By Larry Smith

Vice President, CDA Central Coast Chapter

 The Central Coast Chapter of the 
California Deer Association, in coop-
eration with the Department of Fish 
and Game, hosted its fourth annual 
junior deer hunt on the 30,000-acre 
Chimineas Unit of the Carrizo Plain 
Ecological Reserve in San Luis Obispo 
County on September 15-16. Three 
lucky junior hunters won a statewide 
lottery to hunt deer on the Chimin-
eas Ranch. Lodging for the hunters, 
family members, and volunteers was 
provided at the historic ranch facility 
which included six bedrooms in the 
main house, a two-unit apartment, 
rustic bunkhouse, pool with spa, and 
dining cabana. Guide services, meals, 
Jeep vehicles, meat handling and 
trophy care were provided by CDA 
members who were eager to assist the 
young hunters in the quest for their 
first bucks and pass on hunting lore 
and tactics.
 The event kicked off Friday 
afternoon with the arrival of the 
junior deer hunters and their chap-
erones.  The three junior hunters 
were Jake Post with his father Mike, 
Dustin DeVaux and his father Da-
vid, and Spencer Olney with his 
father Shawn.  They were greeted by 
all of the CDA volunteers and Bob 
Stafford, Associate Wildlife Biologist 
of the Department of Fish and Game.  
After a dinner provided by the CDA 
Barbecue Crew, Bob Stafford gave an 
orientation, followed by gifts for the 
three junior hunters by Ryan Smith, 
president of CDA’s Central Coast 
Chapter. The gifts were donated by 

CDA and consisted of hats, deer bags, 
knives, shirts, flashlights and a box 
of lead-free ammo for each junior. 
The hunters were then paired with 
volunteer guides from CDA. Jake and 
Mike Post would be guided by Ryan 
Smith and Corey Butler. Dustin and 
David DeVaux’s guides would be Rick 
Criswell and Scott Simons. Spencer 
and Shawn Olney were teamed up 
with Craig Righetti and Bob Middle-
camp.  It was then time to retire for the 
night and wait for that early breakfast 
call scheduled for 5:00 a.m. the next 
morning.
 Saturday morning started before 
first light with breakfast, hot coffee 
and three junior hunters who couldn’t 
wait to take the field. After all, this 
was to be the hunt that each of the 
junior hunters would take their first 
buck. With a beautiful sunrise, lots of 
deer were spotted and it didn’t take 
long for guide Ryan Smith to spot two 
bucks running together. A stalk was 
put on and Jake killed his first buck 
on the second shot at 90 yards. It was 
a very nice 4x1 buck that topped the 
scales at 125 pounds field-dressed.  
After the kill, Jake and father Mike 
hugged, and Mike told Ryan that he 
had “buck fever” and was shaking 
worse than Jake. Of course, this teared 
up Ryan Smith who was supposed to 

be a toughy! It brought back memo-
ries of Ryan’s first buck with his 
father, Larry.
 After lunch and a dip in the pool 
for the kids and a nap for the fathers 
and volunteers, the crew was back 
out in the field in search of two more 
bucks. Again it didn’t take long with 
Spencer taking his first buck on the 
second shot at 60 yards. It was a very 
nice 2x2 buck that field-dressed at 100 
pounds. Both guides Craig and Bob 
assisted the junior in field-dressing 
and loading of the animal. The rest of 
that afternoon was spent in skinning 
the deer and picture taking.
 Saturday evening found all enjoy-
ing another awesome dinner pre-
pared by our Barbecue Crew which 
consisted of CDA committee mem-
bers Dick Oliveira, Ron Bellefeuille, 
Darren Kennett, Marvin Elliott and 
Russ. I think the hardest workers of 
this event are the cooks. They are up 
at 4:00 a.m. each morning preparing 
breakfast, lunch and dinner. Then 
comes the cleanup and washing of 
dishes, not to mention the buying of 
all the food and drinks and towing 
out the BBQ pit. In between all of this 
they help in the spotting of deer and 
then when the event is over they clean 
the cookhouse. All I can say is my hat 
is off to all of them!
 Sunday morning with another 
great breakfast and one more buck to 
go, the hunt was on!  9:30 a.m. found 
Dustin putting his sights on a very 
nice 3x2 buck. This was the second 
buck that was running with the buck 
that Jake shot on Saturday morning. It 
was ranged at 220 yards and Dustin’s 
shot held true to give him his first 
buck. What a shot, Dustin! The buck 
was 17-inches wide and field-dressed 
at 125 pounds. Guides Rick Criswell 
and Scott Simons gave guidance in 
field-dressing and care of the animal.
 Sunday afternoon found every-
one involved in packing and loading 
and making ready for the long trips 
home. Goodbyes were said, hugs 
were given, and more pictures were 
taken along with parting words by 

The three lucky junior hunters, left to right, 
Spencer Olney, Jake Post and Dustin DeVaux.

12-year-old Jake Post and his dad, Mike, show 
off Jake’s first buck, a 4x1.
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Ryan Smith and Bob Stafford. Memo-
ries of this splendid weekend, along 
with the companionship of CDA 
and DFG personnel and the sights of 
bucks in the wild will not be forgot-
ten. For all three hunters it was their 
first bucks. The smiles on their faces 
as they brought their animals in to the 
headquarters reflected upon each of 
us as we remembered the smiles we 
all had on our faces when we came 
home with our first bucks. I’m certain 
that these fine young men will carry 
on the hunting tradition just as we 
all have passed it on after our fathers 
introduced the hunting tradition to 
us. It doesn’t get any better than this!

Youth Safari Day Event
 This was the seventh year that the 
Southern California Chapter of CDA 
has participated in the SCI Youth 
Safari Day 
which was held 
at Raahauges 
shooting facili-
ties in Chino, 
California. 
Tom Knapp of 
Team Benelli 
was in atten-
dance at this 
year’s event to 
perform shoot-
ing exhibitions.
 The young 
boys and girls 
who attended had a chance to take 
part in over 50 activities ranging from 
rock climbing to canoeing to shooting 
shotguns. A free lunch was provided 
and some of the lucky kids who at-
tended were able to take home raffle 
prizes. Over 2,500 kids attended the 
all-day event.

 Over the years, the Southern 
California Chapter has had many 
volunteers supporting this event. 

There are two 
members who 
can always be 
counted on 
and deserve 
credit for 
setting up 
the slingshot 
booth and 
manning this 
activity — 
Bob Carlson 
and Dave 
Mahosky. In 
addition, this 

year Kurt Chapman and Jim Adams 
also helped with the booth. 
 There is nothing more rewarding 
than seeing a young child’s big smile 
as they enjoy taking part in these 
outdoor activities.

Glenn Tessers    
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Donor Hunt
Steep Basin Bucks 

      By Randy Morrison

 The auctioneer yelled, “Sold!” 
and the anticipation began. The scene 
was the live auction at the Santa Rosa 
Chapter Banquet in January 2007. I 
had just purchased a two-person fully 
guided mule deer hunt in Eastern 
Nevada for the coming fall for my 
16-year-old son, Brett, and myself. I 
had never taken Brett on an out-of-
state hunt or a guided hunt before, 
and we were both very excited about 
our upcoming adventure.
 The outfitter, Jody Finicum of 
Lost Spring Outfitters, has been 
donating hunts to our live auction 
for several years, and has received 
many praises from members who 
have previously purchased hunts. He 
also has a booth at our banquet every 
year and is there to answer questions, 
show off pictures and explain his 
services. Jody has been outfitting and 
guiding out of Ely, Nevada for several 
years for mule deer, elk, antelope and 
mountain lions. This hunt was to be 
from horseback, which added to our 
adventure since neither of us had ever 
hunted off horses.
 Nevada deer tags are very dif-
ficult to draw and ordinarily it takes 
several years to finally get one. How-
ever, Jody informed me that if we put 
in for the outfitters draw for his area, 
we stood a better than 50% chance of 
drawing our tags for the coming fall 
season. He also informed me that if 
we did not draw this year, he would 
honor our hunt for the fall of 2009. 

Sure enough, a couple 
of weeks after the draw-
ing, our Nevada licenses 
and deer tags came in the 
mail. We couldn’t wait to 
use them!
 When Brett’s birth-
day came around in 
May, his mother and I 
purchased a Browning 
A-Bolt Stainless Stalker 
in .300 Winchester Short 
Magnum for him, since we figured 
that his .243 might be a little small for 
these large mule deer. We topped his 
rifle with a Leopold 3-to-9 variable 
scope. I would be using my Brown-
ing A-Bolt .300 Winchester Magnum, 
and after plenty of range time, we had 
them both dialed in.
 We were scheduled to hunt the 
first five days of the early season in 
Eastern Nevada, which started the first 
Saturday in October. When the time 
finally came to leave, we arranged for 
Brett to home-study his schoolwork, 
and we loaded up the truck with our 
gear. We were on our way to Ely.
 We met up with Jody and his 
assistant guide and wrangler Swanie, 
at Jody’s home headquarters on the 
day before the season began. We met 
our horses, adjusted saddles, got a 
rundown on what to expect the next 
morning, had dinner with Jody and 
his family, and hit the sack. 
 On opening morning at 4 a.m., 
we left Jody’s place with our guides 

and two other Santa 
Rosa Chapter members 
who were also going 
to be hunting the same 
mountain with us. At 
about 5 a.m., we left 
the trucks and horse 
trailers at the trailhead, 
mounted up, and began 
the 2 ½-hour climb up 
the mountain. When 
we started riding we 
were at about the 6500-
foot elevation, and the 
mountaintop was well 

over 10,000 feet. The country we were 
riding through was absolutely beauti-
ful, and steep! Sagebrush, quaking 
aspen patches, timber, and oak brush 
thickets filled the landscape. It looked 
like a mule deer paradise.
 We left our horses tied at about 
9000 feet at the bottom of a huge 
basin made up of benches that went 
all the way to the top. Swanie and his 
two hunters were to circle around to 
the left side of the basin, while Jody, 
Brett and I were going to work up its 
right side.
 Within minutes, both my son 
and I thought our lungs were going 
to explode but we kept going. We 
soon spotted a group of seven or 
eight deer slowly working their way 
through the timber. Two of the deer 
were young bucks, but neither was 
what we were looking for. We slowly 
proceeded to sneak up the edge of 
the basin and spotted another group 
of deer heading in the same direc-
tion. They weren’t running, but they 
were definitely leaving. A quick look 
with binoculars revealed that one 
of the deer was a very large-racked 
mature buck. We decided that if one 
of us could get a shot, we would try. 
Just as he was making his way into 
a quakie patch at about 250 yards, 
he stopped long enough to give me 
a good quartering-away shot, and 
I let fly. He humped up, but didn’t 
go down. I fired again as he moved 
through the trees, but missed. He 
cleared the other side, and I anchored 
him. He hadn’t even stopped rolling 
down the hill when Jody motioned 
for Brett to follow him quickly further 
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Update
up the basin.
 Jody knew that there would be 
other bucks in the basin, and didn’t 
want them to go over the top be-
fore getting a look at them. After a 
400-yard trot up the mountain, they 
spotted six bucks heading out fast. 
Two of these bucks were huge. Jody 
later told me that both were over 
30-inches wide. The other four bucks 
were good, mature bucks. The eleva-
tion here was about 10,000 feet, and 
the basin walls were so steep that the 
bucks would have to stop to catch 
their breath a couple of times before 
they would top out.
 Brett was doing his best to catch 
his breath, control his excitement, 
and shoot at the same time. Unfor-
tunately his first couple of shots at 
the biggest bucks narrowly missed. 
One of the other bucks stopped to 
rest. It was a long distance but Brett 
held steady and took another shot. 
The buck continued on a ways, but 
at a much slower pace. He was obvi-
ously hit. After going another few 
yards, he was down. We decided 
to give him some time, and after a 
few minutes he was done. After all 
the shooting was done, we noticed a 
crescent-shaped cut between Brett’s 
eyes. With all of the excitement, he 
hadn’t even realized that he had 
“scoped” himself. He wears the little 
scar like a badge of honor.
 We couldn’t believe our good 
fortune. Opening morning and we 
both had our bucks. Brett’s buck was 
a heavy-beamed, tall 4x4, 23-inches 
wide, while mine was an almost 
26-inch wide 4x4 that later scored 
170 B&C points. After the boning out 
and caping chores were finished, we 
descended the mountain with our 
trophies.        
 As it turned out, our hunt was a 
short one, but that’s one of the great 
things about hunting… You just 
never know. I will always remember 
this trip for the great time shared 
with Brett, the beautiful country, and 
the good friends that we met — not 
to mention our great bucks.
 The next time you’re at a ban-
quet and a hunt is being auctioned, 
consider that the next one of these 
terrific life adventures could be 
yours! 

 In September, the 2008 Session 
of the California State Legislature 
came to an end. The 2008 Session was 
somewhat of a roller coaster, featur-
ing many significant accomplish-
ments as well as several unfortunate 
setbacks. Two COHA/CWA-spon-
sored bills, AB 815 (Berryhill) and 
AB 2132 (Houston), made it to the 
governor’s desk, only to be vetoed 
on account of the late passage of the 
State Budget. But these two COHA-
sponsored bills were certainly not the 
only bills affected.  In 2008, Governor 
Arnold Schwarzenegger vetoed by far 
the greatest percentage of bills (35%) 
of any other governor since records 
have been kept. Below is a summary 
of some of the many legislative mea-
sures COHA and CWA worked this 
year.

AB 815 (Berryhill) Prohibition on 
Cities/Counties Interfering with 
Hunting/Fishing Activities
 Assembly Bill 815 (Berryhill) 
would have prohibited local govern-
ments from arbitrarily banning hunt-
ing and fishing activities.
 COHA/CWA sponsored AB 815 
to address increasing efforts by cities, 
counties and other local jurisdictions 
to ban hunting and fishing within 
their boundaries. For example, the 
city of Hercules recently tried to ban 
waterfowl hunting a full three miles 
out into San Francisco Bay, while the 
city of Morro Bay similarly tried to 
prohibit hunting in one of the very 
few areas to hunt black brant in Cali-
fornia. Other local governments have 
also inappropriately attempted to 
enforce firearms discharge ordinances 
in areas where hunting can be under-
taken safely and legally in accordance 
with state laws and regulations. 
 Unfortunately, AB 815 was 
vetoed due to the late passage of 
the State Budget. COHA/CWA will 
likely reintroduce this measure in 
2009.

AB 2132 (Houston) Protection for 
Hunting Dogs
      After months of intense scrutiny 
by the Legislature and the Depart-
ment of Fish and Game, AB 2132 
(Houston)—a COHA/CWA-spon-
sored measure—cleared both Houses 
of the Legislature without a single 
“No” vote. Unfortunately, Governor 
Schwarzenegger vetoed AB 2132 is-
suing a generic veto message, which 
several hundred other bills including 
AB 815 also received, stating that he 
vetoed the bill due to the historic bud-
get delay. AB 2132 would have pro-
vided greater protection for hunting 
dogs, helped prevent trespass, and 
provided DFG with needed flexibility 
regarding collection of substantially 
increased commercial hunting club 
fees. COHA will introduce a similar 
measure in January 2009. 

SB 1172 (Dutton) Hunting License 
Stamp/Tag Fiscal Oversight 
 SB 1172 (Dutton), another COHA-
sponsored measure, was intended to 
protect hunting license tag and stamp 
revenues from being inappropriately 
expended by DFG for non-game or 
nonhunting purposes. Despite receiv-
ing broad bipartisan support, the bill 
died in the Assembly Appropriations 
Committee in August.
  While SB 1172 would have al-
lowed tag/stamp revenues to be used 
for a broad array of game species 
conservation and hunting purposes, 
the Assembly Fiscal Committee’s 
analysis still stated that the bill would 
have required a “major reallocation” 
($3 million) of funds within DFG’s 
budget — strongly implying that 
these hunter-generated monies are 
currently being spent in an inappro-
priate manner. That analysis, coupled 
with the State’s ongoing budget crisis, 
resulted in the Committee’s reluc-
tance to release SB 1172.  
 COHA plans to reintroduce a 
similar measure next year.
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