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The ultimate in accuracy, terminal 

performance and handloaded precision 

in a factory-loaded round. The all-copper 

Barnes VOR-TX® Ammunition loads smooth 

and fi res accurately with devastating 

double-diameter expansion. Available in 

standard rifl e, metric, dangerous game 

and handgun cartridges.

2012 Golden Bullseye Award Winner 
for Ammunition of the Year.
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Mass and points make this a 
most unusual California buck. 

Good habitat and genes make ant-
ler growth like this possible.

Photograph by Ben Nuckolls.

The Cover

Message from
the New CDA President

 As our organization approaches 
its 19th year helping to increase the 
health and population of California’s 
deer herds, I am honored to serve as 
the seventh president of the Califor-
nia Deer Association. 
 We are entering a new era as 
CDA begins to professionalize our 
staffing abilities with a new CEO, 
an office manager and a Grants & 
Projects Coordinator. This exciting 
new phase has seen the establishment 
of a headquarters in Sacramento, 
better representation of our member-
ship and organization, growth to 30 
chapters, and the award of a $200,000 
grant to repair water guzzlers, all 
while ensuring 75 percent of net pro-

CDA’s new President, Donn Walgamuth, 
with Special Needs hunter Isaiah.

ceeds continue to support conser-
vation-related efforts as required by 
our association’s bylaws. Having 
a full-time, dedicated staff allows 
CDA to actively participate in im-
portant meetings with the California 
Department of Fish and Wildlife, 
California Fish and Game Commis-
sion, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 
Bureau of Land Management, U.S. 
Forest Service, and local Fish and 
Game Commissions, just to name a 
few. We can now say with authority 
that CDA has a seat at the “table!”
 CDA has taken on a new look 
and is actively branding itself within 
the wildlife conservation industry. 
We have improved the website, 
which will launch in time for the ISE 
sportsmen’s show in Sacramento, 
and it will have a fresh, modern look 
that is easy to navigate on desktop 
and mobile devices, allowing you to 
follow projects and events. 
 As we move forward, I would 
like to thank the founders of CDA 
for having the vision to start a 
much-needed organization in 
California, and the devotion of our 
membership for making it all pos-
sible. A special thank-you is owed 
to all of the volunteers who have 
dedicated their time and money to 
help make CDA the best conserva-
tion organization with which I have 
had the pleasure of being involved. 

Donn Walgamuth 
President
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CDA at the International Sportsmen’s Exposition

From Your CEO

Happy New Year !!!

 And what a new year 2015 is 
becoming for the California Deer 
Association! Much of the work cre-
ating the infrastructure for an up-
dated CDA is complete: establish-
ing a Sacramento headquarters with 
a warehouse to store banquet items; 
hiring staff to support members, 
write grants and oversee projects; 
creating a refreshed online pres-
ence through our new website and 
updated social-media efforts; and 
rebranding all our trailers, show 

booths, merchandise and stationery; 
among many other less noticeable, 
but important changes. 
 We are entering the 2015 ban-
quet season with 30 chapters, two 
more than this time last year. Plans 
are underway to expand our pres-
ence into Southern California, where 
we have only one chapter and to 
continue increasing our chapters 
throughout the state. With a grow-
ing membership, more chapters 
provide an opportunity for like-
minded individuals to come together 
and share in the satisfaction of 
working to inform others about our 
Association and to work on projects 
that help local deer herds and other 
wildlife.
 In addition to focusing on the 
business needs of the Association, 
as your CEO I’m spending my time 
working to enhance the image not 
only of CDA, but also of hunters 
and our legacy of conservation. I 
regularly appear at Fish and Game 
Commission and Department of 
Fish and Wildlife meetings to ensure 
your voice is heard and that leg-
islators, regulators and the public 

understand we are an important 
component of wildlife conservation 
in California!
 None of these efforts are pos-
sible without the vision of a few 
concerned individuals nearly two 
decades ago who saw a better way 
to help California’s deer herds and 
other wildlife. Through their dedi-
cation, and yours, CDA has grown 
to an impressive organization with 
the mission of improving the health 
and population of California’s deer 
and other wildlife. Please join me in 
helping to make their vision a real-
ity and in helping to let everyone 
around you know what we already 
know: the California Deer Associa-
tion is the premier conservation 
organization and they should be a 
part of it! 
 I look forward to meeting as 
many members as possible this year 
as I attend banquets throughout the 
state and look forward to hearing 
from you. If you haven’t done so 
already, like us on Facebook and 
share your CDA pride with others 
by letting your friends know about 
us and encouraging them to attend 
a banquet and become members!

Take care,
Roman Porter
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New for 2014 are the Howa Hogue® Kryptek™ rifles. Combining 

Howa’s exceptional accuracy with Kryptek’s unique camo patterns, 

these rifles provide every hunter the ultimate firearm of choice. This fully 

dipped heavy barrel package is available in short action, .223, .308 

and .22-250. This truly is a fantastic rifle without the heavy price tag.

THE MOST TRUSTED NAME IN THE SHOOTING INDUSTRY.

Proudly distributed by:

The perfect blend.

LEGACYSPORTS.COM800.553.4229
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      Chris Bruno is the latest winner 
in CDA’s Member Appreciation 
Drawing, brought to you by Legacy 
Sports International. Bruno won a 
complete Howa rifle package in .270 
with the CDA logo engraved on it 
floorplate. The rifle has a two-stage 
trigger system. Both the scope and 
rifle are in Kings Camo. The scope is 
3-10x42.

CDA Member Appreciation Winner!

Brought to you by
      Every three months one lucky 
CDA member is selected at random to 
win a firearm. In 2015, Legacy Sports 
International will be supplying the 
firearms for these lucky members.
      You need only to be a current CDA 
member to be automatically entered in 
each drawing.
      Thank you to all our CDA mem-
bers for your support.
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Danny McIntosh and his boys Jude and Elijah.

To CDA from CDFW’s New Chief of Law Enforcement Division

 As we move forward into the 
new year, I hope everyone had a safe 
and successful 2014 hunting season.  
Success can be measured in many 
ways, but safety is first and foremost.  
Success for me has been defined as 
the comradery created with friends 
and relatives alike as we immerse 
ourselves in the outdoors together, 
enjoying all that nature has to offer 
— the shared memories, traditions, 
and values that have been taught and 
created on hunting adventures. My 

father first took me hunting when I 
was nine years old and I have passed 
those values on to my three sons over 
the last two decades. 
 I was recently appointed as 
the newly minted Chief of the Law 
Enforcement Division of the Califor-
nia Department of Fish and Wildlife 
(CDFW). As I step in to fill the big 
shoes left vacant by the retirement 
of a Fish and Game legend, retired 
Chief Mike Carion, I am again re-
minded of the extensive hunting 
heritage and culture that for decades 
has tied sportsmen and sportswomen 
and our Department together in our 
combined passion for protection and 
conservation of California’s natural 
resources. As we all know, sportsmen 
and sportswomen are some of the 
original conservationists of our natural 
resources.  Having grown up in the 
1960s in Sacramento County, I can still 
remember many places that at that 
time were still open landscape that 
provided habitat for wildlife. I still 
have many fond memories of hunting 
the northern end of the county with 
my father. 
 As time has marched on, habitat 

loss has been a key issue for modern 
day wildlife managers.  As one of the 
leaders in the management of Cali-
fornia’s natural resources, I recognize 
the value of the California Deer As-
sociation (CDA) as an active partner 
with the CDFW in our common goal 
to conserve California’s wildlife. On 
a large scale, I have seen the habitat 
improvement and deer herd moni-
toring projects CDA has contributed 
to with both funding and volun-
teers. On a smaller scale, I know one 
wildlife officer who has used CDA-
funded equipment to rescue and 
release more than 30 deer which were 
compromised in one form or another. 
Working together, CDA and CDFW 
are making a difference. 
 My belief is that through these 
partnerships with our stakehold-
ers we build a stronger community 
that stands together in the ongoing 
mission to protect and conserve our 
great state’s natural resources.

David Bess, Chief 
Law Enforcement Division 
CDFW

Who Reads California Deer?What a CalTIP Report…
 A warden responded to a CalTIP call which reported that some-
one shot a large animal at dusk and was currently field dressing it. 
He arrived on scene and found the suspect. The subject was attend-
ing his burn pile. After a check of the area and a talk with the subject, 
it was determined what had actually happened… The gunshots were 
his tractor backfiring. The large animal was actually a small burn-
pile. As far as field dressing, the subject was merely trying to light 
his burn pile.

CDA Launches New Website
 On January 8th, CDA 
unveiled a redesign of its 
website, CalDeer.org. Please 
take a look and tell us what 
you think.
 To better communicate 
with CDA members, CDA 
has also established Face-
book, Twitter, Instagram and 
Youtube accounts. 
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Chapter    Date    Contact
Redding     1/17/15   Bob Van Horn (530) 941-1663
Santa Rosa     1/17/15   Mike Deas (707) 756-2045
Turlock    1/17/15   Michael A. Sealy (209) 605-0014
Mother Lode (Placerville)  2/07/15   Pat Fitzmorris (530) 632-2091
Tulare Ducks & Bucks  2/20/15   Mike Knox (559) 358-1258
Woodland     2/28/15   Kevin Bottimore (530) 908-0716 
Gridley     3/07/15    Matt Rogers (530) 713-2309
Kern River Valley (Lake Isabella)  3/07/15    Bill Stonebarger (760) 379-2804 
Merced    3/14/15   Rodney Torres (916) 761-5675
Tulelake/Butte Valley    3/14/15   Heath Wright (530) 567-5774 
Diablo Blacktail (Concord)  3/20/15    Michelle Bartram (530) 209-3675
         Phil Buscaglia (925) 766-0538
Chico      3/21/15    Kurt Steindorf (530) 570-5229
Bakersfield    3/21/15   Lisa Laughlin (661) 397-5346
Salinas Valley (King City)   3/28/15    Clem Albertoni (831) 678-3297 
Antelope Valley (Lancaster)  4/11/15   Tim Burress (760) 382-5180
Mount Shasta    4/11/15   Mike Burns (530) 859-2899
         Trent Willis (707) 338-7820 
Lodi     4/18/15   Pete Reed (209) 329-6920 
South County (Santa Clara County) 4/18/15    Rodney Torres (916) 761-5675
North Valley (Colusa)   4/25/15    Pat Fitzmorris (530) 632-2091
Ventura County (Fairgrounds) 4/25/15    Rodney Torres (916) 761-5675
Mount St. Helena (Calistoga)  5/01/15   Pat Fitzmorris (530) 632-2091
Central Valley (Fresno)   5/02/15    Mike Foxen (559) 259-1567 
Redwood Coast (Eureka)   5/09/15    Dan Gomes (707) 498-7685
         Jen Gomes (707) 498-3005
Westside (Gustine)    5/09/15    Anthony Castro (209) 854-6709 
Central Coast (Paso Robles)   5/16/15   Larry Smith (805) 423-5925
Placer County (Loomis)   5/30/15    Brian Azevedo (916) 295-4883 
Southern California    5/30/15   Dave Mahosky (951) 237-0573
Eastern Sierra (Bishop)   6/27/15    Doug Brown (760) 937-7963 
San Jose     TBA     Rodney Torres (916) 761-5675
Western Sierra (Sonora)   TBA     John Kiefer (209) 962-6593

CDA’s Rifle of the Year

Weatherby Back Country
Weatherby Vanguard Series 2 

Back Country in .257 Weatherby Magnum 
With CDA Engraving

2015 CDA Banquets 
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CDA’s 
Sharing 

the
Tradition

Junior Hunt

Hunt Sponsors
Barnes Bullets, Alpen Optics, Hunter’s Specialties,
Birchwood Casey, Tejon Ranch and Ryan Olson

Fourteen-year-
old Sarah Martin 
was not hesitant 
in taking part in 
every aspect of 
her CDA Sharing 
the Tradition junior 
hunt at the Tejon 
Ranch. Her excel-
lent shooting at 
the bench carried 
through to her 
killing shot in the 
field. But it didn’t 
stop there… She 
jumped right in 
to help her guide, 
Steven Ryan, drag 
her pig out of the 
canyon and then 
assist him at the 
meat pole. Sarah 
definitely took 
part in all of the 
tradition! 

Photos by Rick E. Martin
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 The California Department of 
Fish and Wildlife awarded a $100,000 
grant through its Big Game Account 
to work in conjunction with $50,000 
from CDA for a three-year planting 
effort to replant critical winter and 
spring habitat in Lassen County. The 
Rush Fire was an extremely large 
wildfire which burned 315,00 acres 
located to the east and northeast of 
Susanville. This area is critical deer 
winter range. The region is also im-
portant to several significant species 
such as sage grouse and black-tailed 
jackrabbits.
 To ensure and support the area’s 
recovery, CDA has partnered with 
the Bureau of Land Management 
(BLM) and the Great Basin Institute 
(GBI) in the replanting of bitterbrush 
and mountain mahogany in areas se-
lected by BLM biologists as crucial to 
a full recovery of this important re-
gion. The biologists have determined 
that 1,547 acres can be treated with 
each “block” of $50,000 in funding 
for a total of nearly 5,000 improved 
acres.
 After the fire, many of the native 
perennial grasses, forbs and riparian 
species have recovered and continue 
to reproduce and show signs of 
vigor. The shrub component, how-
ever, is not regenerating as quickly. 
Rangeland shrubs such as sagebrush, 
bitterbrush and mountain mahogany 
are generally slow-growing species 
that can take years or even decades 
to re-establish, mature and produce 
seed after disturbance. In an effort 

California Deer Association Awarded Grant for Rush Fire
Habitat Restoration

22,000 acres, and drill seeding 
covered another 5,000 acres. Crews 
from the BLM and GBI as well as 
volunteers planted 4,000 bitterbrush 
seedlings in 2012, 2,100 plants in 
2013, and another 8,000 in 2014. 
The planting process will continue 
for the next two years, resulting in 
one of the biggest habitat restora-
tion projects in CDA history. This is 
something of which all CDA mem-
bers and volunteers should be very 
proud.
 Once completed, this project will 
dramatically improve winter range 
along with winter/spring survival 
rates for deer and other animals. 
This will increase and enhance all 
big game hunting and wildlife view-
ing on the public lands in the Rush 
Fire region.

Larry Smith 
CDA Vice President 
Project Committee Chairman

to hasten the 
natural process 
of shrub re-
establishment, 
the three inter-
ested parties 
(CDA, BLM 
and GBI) have 
already started 
the planting of 
these species in 
the burned ar-
eas of the Rush 
Fire. As of this 
writing there 
have been 6,515 bitterbrush and 2,000 
mountain mahogany planted. The 
BLM picked the planting sites, crews 
from GBI planted the shrubs, and 
CDA covered the cost of the planting 
in the form of labor and equipment.
 “With more than 8,000 seedlings 
in the ground, 2014 has been our most 
productive year in planting seedlings 
to improve wildlife habitat in the Rush 
Fire area,” said Ken Collum, manager 
of the BLM Eagle Lake Field Office in 
Susanville. “Improving habitat gener-
ally improves wildlife populations, 
which in turn can increase opportuni-
ties for wildlife viewing and hunting. 
In addition, these projects can provide 
opportunities for scientific study to 
determine how plants affected by 
wildfire respond to habitat rehabilita-
tion efforts.”
 Habitat restoration actually got 
underway soon after the 315,000-acre 
Rush Fire was extinguished. Aerial 
seeding was completed on about 

CDA Awarded $200,000 Grant
 The California Department of 
Fish and Wildlife recently awarded 
the California Deer Association with 
a one-year $200,000 grant to locate, 
document and repair wildlife water 
devices (guzzlers) throughout North-
ern California. 
 “This grant will help support 
California’s deer and other wildlife 
during one of the driest times on 
record,” said Roman Porter, CDA’s 

bers and the necessary equipment 
and maintenance supplies to return 
as many Northern California guz-
zlers as possible to working order 
during 2015. 
 If you know the location of guz-
zlers anywhere in California, or are 
interested in helping out on a guz-
zler work-project, please let us know 
by emailing us at info@caldeer.org.

CEO. “Using staff and volunteers, we 
hope to identify and repair as many 
guzzlers as possible, plus demonstrate 
the project’s worth and our ability to 
continue this important work. We also 
hope to expand this program through-
out the state with future awards.”
 The competitive grant was funded 
through the Department’s Big Game 
Management Account. The monies 
provide for two full-time staff mem-



Bryce Melrose was fortunate to 
draw an elk tag for the San Antonio 
Valley Ecological Reserve in Santa 
Clara County for the 2014 season. 
On  October 11th, he dropped this 

7x6 tule elk which weighed approxi-
mately 550 pounds. Bryce used his 

Savage BA110 .300 Win Mag for 
the 450-yard shot. His father Neil  

accompanied him on the hunt. 

Attention CDA Members!
Share your days afield with other mem-
bers by emailing your photos to Jerry@
WesternHunter.com.14 California Deer

Members Afield
Cousins Triston Platter (left) and 
Wyatt Dreesman are the grandsons 
of Gridley Committee member Steve 
Lockhart. They hunted in Wyoming 
with their grandfather. This was Tris-
ton’s second buck and it was Wyatt’s 
first. Wyatt’s buck was a 24 1/2-inch 
3x4. Both of these young men have been 
helping at the Gridley Banquet for sev-
eral years and will one day themselves 
be Gridley Committee members!

Ronnie Hobbs from the CDA Western 
Sierra Chapter traveled to Cold Lake, 
Alberta in September 2014 to hunt with 
Blanchett Outdoor Adventures. He took 
a Boone and Crockett record book black 
bear. This was Ronnie’s first bear hunt. 
His bear was also the second biggest 
ever taken with the outfitter. The bear 
weighed 587 pounds and his skull mea-
sured 21 and 6/8”. Ronnie was shooting 
a Weatherby 300 Win Mag.
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Marina Lowart was hunting the 
X-1 Zone on October 7, 2014 when 
she took this buck at 100 yards 
with a Winchester .308. Marina 
told us, “This was my first deer! 
It’s a 4x4, 17 inches wide and 17 
inches tall. I couldn’t have asked 
for a better guide than my boy-
friend, Todd Quigley! I’m so proud 
of myself and had such a great time 
out hunting this year! Thank you 
so much for the opportunity to be 
featured in your magazine!”

Woodland Chapter Committee member, 
Dave Cooper, took this heavy-horned 3x3 
A Zone buck on the last Saturday of the 
season, September 14, 2014. Dave used 
his dad’s Remington Model 742, .30-06 to 
drop the buck at 150 yards. He put a nice 
stalk on him at sunrise.

Bob Ford was hunting on October 26, 
2014 in the D5 Zone when he spotted 
this fantastic buck at over 800 yards 
away. With only open land between 
him and the buck, he waited until it 
went over a hill before putting a stalk 
on the 3x4. Using a Tikka T3 Lite in 
.338, he dropped the buck at 160 yards. 
Its antlers measured 23-inches wide 
and 23-inches tall. Why the white 
t-shirt? Bob told us that it was hotter 
than heck that day and he took off his 
camo shirt while packing the buck out 
and forgot to put it back on for photos.
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Field N
otes

Banquets are here!

 The 2015 Banquet Season is here 
and our chapters are preparing and 
planning upcoming events! We are 
looking forward to the continued 
success of our banquets and are very 
excited about what 2015 will bring. 
The lion’s share of our income comes 
from banquets and 75% of our profits 
are set aside for projects that benefit 
deer and other wildlife, like directly 
improving the habitat that deer and 
other wildlife need.
 Improving deer habitat means 
providing deer the things they need 
to survive, like good nutrition, so 

they have better body condition to re-
produce at healthy rates. Deer are pri-
marily browsers, meaning they eat the 
leaves and stems from shrubs, grasses, 
forbs, nuts, etc. Deer also need cover 
and water to survive. If habitat quality 
is improved in a certain area, wildlife 
populations will respond favorably 
and youth/new hunters will be more 
successful. If youth/new hunters are 
more successful, they will want to 
participate in the outdoors! If youth/
new hunters have a great experience 
in the outdoors, they will continue the 
tradition. You see, it all fits together 
and starts at the chapter level, raising 
money locally for wildlife conserva-
tion! Despite all of the great things the 
California Deer Association does for 
our California deer, it is surprising to 
learn that some very avid outdoors 
people that I meet have never heard 
of CDA. Please take a minute to tell a 
friend about the California Deer Asso-
ciation and how good it feels to belong 
to our great organization!
 I remember deer hunting with my 
dad on public land in the 1970s and 
seeing 5-10 bucks a day, sometimes 
more, sometimes a lot more! I want 
the same for my kids and grandkids; I 
hope that they look back on our time 
spent together in the outdoors and 
cherish the memories that we have 
shared. I hope to take my grandkids 
hunting and fishing and I hope the 

outdoors become their passion as 
well. I think that “passing the torch” 
is something that CDA can be proud 
of and something that will make a 
huge difference years from now. 
Many CDA chapters have youth/
new hunter pheasant hunts, youth 
deer hunts, hunter education classes, 
youth shoots, etc. We just had our 
11th year of Sharing the Tradition 
Hunts on the Tejon Ranch where over 
the years 197 kids have experienced 
a wonderful guided deer or pig hunt 
(see page 10). WOW!
 We REALLY appreciate our 
all-volunteer committees that raise 
money to help California deer! That 
is what California Deer Association is 
all about — local committees raising 
money to help California’s wildlife!  
 Please come and join in the fun 
at your local banquet. I guarantee 
you will have a good time and you 
will be helping to raise vital funds for 
California deer conservation. Thank 
you all for being a CDA member. We 
appreciate every one of you for your 
support and we couldn’t accomplish 
our goals without it! 
 Best regards and I hope everyone 
had a great holiday season and we 
will see you at this year’s banquets!

Pat Fitzmorris
Senior Field Director 
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Ask the CDFW
Question: 
What is the purpose for requiring 
successful hunters to have their deer 
tags validated?

Answer: 
Requiring deer tags to be validated 
allows the department and its game 
wardens to verify what hunters say 
they took is actually what they took. 
Although this requirement may 
seem unnecessary, getting your tag 
validated and reporting your harvest 
information helps CDFW better 
manage California’s deer herds.

For more detailed information about 
deer tag validations, visit
http://tinyurl.com/kqq2bc5 

Question: 
What is the reasoning behind why we 
can’t shoot spike bucks in California? 
I understand that some bucks either 
will never have antlers other than 
spikes or as they become old some 
may have their antlers regress and 
again become spikes.

Answer: 
The spike buck restriction was 
implemented in the early 1900s when 
preservation of existing deer was 
the objective and the thought was 
spikes were young males that we 
wanted to have enter the breeding 
population. Science has since shown 
that not all spikes are young and that 
nutrition plays a large role in antler 
development.
 
For some interesting reading on this 
subject, go to google.com/books and 
search for California Fish and Game, 

Volumes 7-10 and start reading on 
page 21 of Volume 10. California Fish 
and Game is the department’s scien-
tific journal which happens to be the 
oldest, continually published scientific 
journal in the country.

Question: 
Do the wildlife refuges actually do 
anything to help the deer herds in the 
zones in which they are located? 

Answer: 
In 2011, CDFW completed a report 
for the Legislature on the state game 
refuges. The complete report is on 
the webpage Evaluation of the Status of 
Existing State Game Refuges at
http://www.dfg.ca.gov/wildlife/
gamerefuges/

Question: 
How does someone become a fish and 
game commissioner? What are the 
requirements?

Answer: 
The commission was created by the 
California Constitution, which does 
not include any criteria or qualifica-
tions for selection and appointment of 
commissioners. However, California 
Fish and Game Code section 101.5 
encourages the Governor and the 
Senate Rules Committee to consider 
the following when appointing and 
confirming an appointment to the 
commission: 

The degree to which the •	
appointee will enhance the 
diversity of background and 
geographic representation of 
the commission.
The appointee’s demonstrated •	
interest and background in, 
and familiarity with, wildlife 
and natural resources man-
agement programs at the state 

or federal level.
The appointee’s previous •	
experience in public policy 
decision making, including 
government processes in-
volving public participation.
The appointee’s commitment •	
to prepare for and attend 
meetings and subcommittee 
meetings of the commission 
and to comply with all appli-
cable state conflict-of-interest 
laws.
The extent of the appointee’s •	
exposure to and experience 
with the basic science under-
pinning the management of 
living natural resources.
The appointee’s diversity of •	
knowledge of natural re-
source issues and related sci-
entific disciplines, including, 
but not limited to, outdoor 
recreation. 

Question: 
Is it legal to discharge a firearm from 
a motor vehicle on private property 
while hunting?

Answer: 
It is not legal to hunt or shoot at any 
bird or mammal from a motor vehicle 
(T 14 section 251(a)). This applies 
anywhere and to all property, public 
or private. That said, it is not illegal to 
possess a loaded firearm in a vehicle 
on private land. So the answer is, it is 
illegal to attempt to take any bird or 
mammal from a motor vehicle at any 
time; however, a person may possess 
a loaded gun in a vehicle on private 
property.

Got a Question for CDFW? 
Email it to Jerry@Westernhunter.com.

CDA Expands in Southern California with New Ventura County 
Chapter
Many of you have been asking about 
chapters in the southern part of the 
state. There is good news to share. A 
new chapter has just been formed in 
Ventura County. The Ventura Coun-
ty Chapter will hold its first banquet 

on April 25th. So in addition to the 
Antelope Valley Chapter in Lancaster 
and the Southern California Chapter 
in San Bernardino, there will be a third 
chapter in the southern part of the 
state. The Ventura County Chapter 

banquet will be held at the County 
Fairgrounds. If you are interested in 
joining the chapter committee or at-
tending the banquet, contact Rodney 
Torres at (916) 761-5675
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Chimineas Ranch 28 Tank Wildlife Water Projects 
CDA Projects #012-10, #030-12 and #028-13

A Vision Come True
 

 Four years ago the California 
Deer Association along with the 
Chimineas Ranch Foundation and 
the Department of Fish and Wildlife 
(CDFW) had a long-term vision that 
would provide a series of permanent 
water sources for wildlife within the 
south Chimineas Unit of the Carrizo 
Plain Ecological Reserve, located in 
San Luis Obispo County. This vi-
sion became known as the Chimin-
eas Ranch 28 Tank Wildlife Water 
Projects, which began in 2010. CDA 
Project #012-10 was the first of three. 
It consisted of the installation of two 
5,000-gallon water tanks (twin tanks) 
that were added to the primary water 
storage system to complement an al-
ready existing 10,000-gallon tank. The 
Twin Tank Project was completed in 
2011 and was Phase One of the long-
term vision. CDA Project #030-12 was 
Phase Two and was completed in 
2013. It repaired and upgraded the 5 
miles of water lines from Twin Tanks 
to 28 Tank. From 28 Tank, approxi-
mately 4,000 feet of pipeline would be 
installed and connected to a ground-
level, wildlife-friendly water trough. 
CDA Project #028-13 was Phase 

Three of the project and was started in 
2013. It involved the purchase of new 
waterline, fittings, valves and gravel 
for a 3,500-foot run. This pipeline was 
connected to a new 5,000-gallon water 
tank and another new ground-level, 
wildlife-friendly water trough. Phase 
Three was  finished in 2014 and put 
the finishing touches on the four-year 
project.
 This work was made possible due 
to the funding (grants) provided by 
CDA along with volunteers from the 
Chimineas Ranch Foundation, the 
CDA’s Central Coast Chapter, and the 
CDFW. CDA granted a total of $26,800 
for all three phases of the 28 Tank 
Wildlife Water Projects, the Chimineas 
Ranch Foundation contributed $29,600 
and the CDFW pledged funds for 
upkeep and maintenance. Hundreds 
of volunteer hours made these projects 
a reality.
 These projects have had an 
enormous impact on the Carrizo 
Plain Deer Herd and other wildlife 
consisting of tule elk, antelope, pigs, 
bats, and upland game birds. The 
completion of this vision has allowed 
us to move forward with yet an even 
more ambitious vision that consists of 
providing a year-round water source 
for wildlife in each of the 46 sections 
of the 30,000-acre reserve. Hence, the 
Chimineas Ranch 28 Tank Projects got 
its name because it lies within Sec-
tion 28 of the 
reserve.
 The 
ultimate vi-
sion for these 
water projects 
is to increase 
deer and 
other wildlife 
numbers in 
the part of 
the reserve 
that has been 
without a 
year-round 
water source 
for more than 

15 years. This will result in wildlife 
venturing into the adjacent forest and 
BLM lands, resulting in better wild-
life viewing for the general public as 
well as more hunting opportunities. 
It will leave the deer herds and other 
wildlife in a better state than they 
were four years ago.
 We already are seeing increases 
in the number of deer in the Carrizo 
Plain Deer Herd along with increases 
in other wildlife numbers as a direct 
result of these water projects. CDA 
has played a big role in helping to 
develop a deer management plan 
that will guide deer management and 
habitat development on the Chimin-
eas and outlying areas of the BLM 
and U. S. Forest Service lands for 
years to come.
 Visions do come true with pa-
tience, proper planning, funding and 
a lot of volunteers who believe in a 
common cause…  that of being good 
stewards of wildlife and the land.

Larry Smith 
CDA Vice President 
Project Committee Chairman
Chimineas Ranch Foundation Director
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California Bucks

Have a nice photo of California bucks? Share it 
with other CDA members in California Deer by 
emailing it to Jerry@WesternHunter.com.

Photo by Wally Jenkins

Photo by John Mc Millan

Photo by Tim Baugh

Photo by Ben Nuckolls
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2014 CDA Banquets!
San Jose Chapter
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Santa Claws
By Ben Nuckolls

 With Christmas just two days 
away, I decided I better start my 
holiday shopping. There is nothing 
like waiting until the last minute to 
Christmas shop, so I decided I should 
start early in the day to help beat the 
crowds and traffic.
 While driving on the freeway I 
had an urge to check my latest trail 
camera that shoots HD video. So 
my original game plan to shop was 
quickly overturned in favor of my 
desire to see my new trail camera.  I 
bypassed the local shopping center 
and headed for the Sierra foothills. 
After an hour-and-a-half drive I 
made it to my camera location.
  I thought I would make this real 
quick so I could still get back in time 
to do some shopping. I normally 
carry my sidearm with me but on this 
day I didn’t think I needed my 9mm 
for shopping so I left it home.
 There are many trail cameras at 
this location and I have documented 
many species of wildlife there, 
including deer, turkeys, bears and 
mountain lions. I started the hike in, 
realizing again that I have always felt 
a little uncomfortable on this narrow 
stretch of the trailhead. Here it’s a 
narrow trail that is heavily wooded 
with trees and has several choke 
points — a perfect location for an 
ambush predator.
 As I was walking I came to a 
slight bend in the trail. A few steps 
later I encountered a full-grown 
mountain lion walking in my direc-
tion on the same trail. I estimated 
the distance between us was just 
20 feet. Initially I thought we were 
both surprised to see each other. We 
were both frozen in our tracks and 
locked in a stare-down. It seemed 
like we were in a chess match, both 
guessing what our opponent’s next 
move would be. At this point I felt 
very naked without my sidearm and 
I realized I had even forgotten my 
pocket knife at home. I didn’t want 
to make any sudden movements as I 
was trying to get a better feel of the 
mountain lion’s intentions.
 I decided I better try to call my 

girlfriend to let her 
know that I wasn’t at 
the shopping mall so 
she would know at 
least my general loca-
tion. Unfortunately, 
cell phone reception 
is very poor in this 
area and nonexistent 
at several spots along 
the trail. I called and 
of course the signal 
was dead. I began 
slowly moving side 
to side in hopes that 
I would receive a cell 
phone signal. Finally I was able to call 
but could tell that I had a poor con-
nection. With a garbled voice I let her 
know that I was standing in front of a 
mountain lion and just wanted her to 
know my location … then the signal 
was lost.
 As I was fumbling around with 
my phone and wondering what I 
was going to do, three to four min-
utes passed. This is an extraordinary 
amount of time for a human/lion 
encounter. Most encounters with these 
big cats last only seconds due to their 
elusive nature.
 I can only imagine what was 
going through this mountain lion’s 
mind. I asked myself, “Is this the first 
time this lion has seen an upright 
human being? Do I look like a Scooby 
snack?”
 I could tell this adult male lion 
was curious about me. His breath was 
heavy and his eyes were dilated. The 
lion’s ears were laid back and he had a 
piercing stare. I noted a slight tremble 
or shake in the mountain lion’s head, 
which possibly in-
dicated that he also 
was unsure of the 
outcome.
 After what felt 
like hours of uncer-
tainty, the mountain 
lion decided to walk 
away. Unfortu-
nately he decided to 
walk in the direc-
tion of where I’d 
parked my truck. 
After watching the 
lion disappear I 
continued toward 

my camera locations. The first trail 
camera on the path actually was able 
to capture a partial image of the lion 
staring at me. (See photo below) I 
quickly made my rounds to collect 
the memory cards from the cameras 
so I could leave the area.
 When I had first started putting 
trail cameras at this location six years 
ago, I nicknamed this trailhead as 
the “Puma Highway” for obvious 
reasons. All my lion pictures to this 
point had been at night. This was the 
first time the lion had shown himself 
in the daytime. Knowing the lion was 
still in the area, I took the long way 
around to get back to my truck. This 
marks my eighth wild mountain lion 
encounter outside of work-related 
projects, but the first time I felt uncer-
tain of the outcome. I could definitely 
tell the mountain lion was sizing up 
me as well as his options.
 In the end, I realized I should 
have been more prepared and I’m 
happy to have lived to tell the tale.
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My Big Chico Creek 
Deer Hunt
By Luke Mobilio

 Last year, my dad bought me 
a hunt at the California Deer As-
sociation dinner in my hometown 
of Chico. I was so excited when I 
learned he had purchased a guided 
hunt at the Big Chico Creek Ecologi-
cal Reserve (BCCER). Usually we 
hunt on our own, which is great, but 
I knew having a guide would be a 
new and different experience. The 
hunt was going to take place in late 
October during the G-1 season. 

the clearing. The deer was walking 
through some brush, and I didn’t 
quite have a clear shot. My dad 
whispered to me to wait until the 
deer was clear before I took the shot. 
I waited… My nerves kicked in, but 
I knew I had to stay relaxed. Finally 
the deer stepped out and began to 
walk away. My dad grunted and 
the deer slowed. I put the crosshairs 
behind his shoulder, and I slowly 
squeezed the trigger. I made the shot, 
and the deer immediately fell.
 We took some time to celebrate, 
then took some great photos. After 
field dressing my deer, we headed 
to Andy’s shop where we skinned 
it. This was one of those times I will 
never forget and I am thankful for the 
opportunity to have spent this time 
with my dad and Andy. 
 I would like to give a special 
thanks to the CDA for putting on 
this hunt for youth. I could not have 
asked for a better guide than Andy 
Wood. He made the experience very 
memorable, and I can’t thank him 
enough for the time and expertise he 
shared with us that day. 

*No Per-Day Fee 

*Camping Available

*Fishing Opportunities

*California and Oregon

*Multi-Use Properties for
       Pig, Turkey, Deer, Bear

*Hunt All Season - Every Season *Hunt All Season - Every Season 

 

Wilderness Unlimited is the West Coast’s 
Largest Private Lands Manager for Deer, 

Bear, Pig, Turkey, Waterfowl, Upland Bird 
Hunting and Fishing

 After months of waiting, the hunt 
was right around the corner. Andy 
Wood, our guide, talked to my dad 
many times about deer activity in that 
area before it was time to hunt. They 
made plans, and soon our day came.
 We met Andy at his shop at 6:00 
a.m. on the morning of the hunt. We 
packed our gear into his truck and we 
were off. We arrived at the BCCER 
while it was still dark, so we waited in 
his vehicle until it was light enough to 
hunt. Once it was light outside, we put 
on our jackets and gloves, and headed 
out in Andy’s all-terrain vehicle.
 We drove around for about an 
hour and saw lots of does and a forked 
horn that I decided to pass up. We 
were coming around a corner when 
Andy spotted a buck moving away 
from us. We followed the buck around 
a bend in the road and saw it again. It 
was a 3x2, and it was in a group of five 
does. We knew right away that it was 
a buck we wanted to take. 
 I racked a bullet into my gun 
and clicked off the safety. My heart 
was pounding! I took a good rest and 
waited for the buck to come out into 
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Placer County Chapter
2014 CDA Banquets!
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Game Law Violations
Two wardens were on night patrol 
near the Lake County and Colusa 
County line. They were able to write 
citations to two separate groups of 
spotlighters who were also using 
night-vision scopes to assist in hunt-
ing pigs at night.

A subject was cited for shooting too 
close to residences after the subject 
shot a large “pet buck” in his back-
yard on the outskirts of Eureka.

A warden and a U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service officer investigated 
an incident involving a subject who, 
without a tag, shot a bear on the 
Flynn Refuge Unit in Tehama Coun-
ty. While being interviewed, the 
subject confessed to the crime and 
informed the officers that he shot the 
bear with his rifle while he was hunt-
ing pigs on the refuge. The subject 
left the bear in the field, and drove to 
the Redding DFW office to purchase 
a tag. The subject transported the 
bear back to his residence two days 
after shooting it. He realized as he 
was skinning the bear that its meat 
had spoiled. The subject stated that 
he panicked and dumped the entire 
bear carcass—minus the head, cape 
and hind feet — on the side of a road 
in Red Bluff. The subject was issued 
citations for violation of both state 
law and federal code for take of a 
bear without a tag, waste of game, 
use of a rifle on a refuge unit, and 
litter.

Wardens used a deer decoy in an 
operation just before the season 
opener. The wardens stayed in the 
field all during the night and right 
up to just before shooting time. The 
decoy was a huge success with six 
citations issued: four separate night-
time shooters and two spotlighters. It 
was a wild night, with shooters doing 
everything from firing a pistol out 
the window, to passengers shooting 
across seated drivers out an open 
window.

A warden was contacted by an I-80 
agricultural inspection station man-

ager about a vehicle they had stopped 
with a full elk head. The warden 
contacted the driver of the vehicle. He 
was returning from Wyoming after 
hunting elk and antelope. The hunter 
knew about Chronic Wasting Dis-
ease (CWD), but said he didn’t have 
enough time to clear out the brain 
matter from the skull of the elk, even 
though 10 days had passed from when 
the elk was killed. The hunter was is-
sued a citation for the violation.

After leaving a meeting in Sonora, 
a warden was passed by a truck on 
Highway 108 with a large elk head 
strapped to the top. The warden 
stopped the truck to check the status 
of the elk. The hunter was returning 
from Idaho where he had legally taken 
the 6x6 bull. The elk head was fully 
intact with all the brain matter still 
inside. The meat, including the entire 
spinal cord, was at a friend’s house 
in Sonora. The hunter had failed to 
declare the elk and more significantly 
violated the Chronic Wasting Disease 
regulation. The elk head and meat 
were seized and the head was sent to 
the Wildlife Investigative Laboratory 
where it will be tested for CWD. The 
case is pending.

A subject shot a buck on private prop-
erty, loaded it into his truck and drove 
it to the National Forest. The buck was 
later tagged when confronted by the 
reporting party. However, the buck 
was tagged by a second subject who 
was a convicted felon. The convicted 
felon admitted that the other subject 
shot the buck on private property and 
he tagged it.

A hunter was given a citation for 
possessing a loaded rifle on a quad. 
The warden had warned the man a 
week earlier while the hunter was in 
his camp. The man told the warden 
he previously received a citation for 
carrying a loaded rifle on an ATV and 
paid almost $500 that time.

A call was received regarding a 
subject trespassing on Feather River 
College and unlawfully taking a 

deer. After receiving a tip of the 
suspect’s location, a warden located 
and interviewed the suspect, who 
openly admitted to trespassing and 
hunting on the property. The suspect, 
however, denied shooting and killing 
a 5-point buck. The suspect stated he 
knew it was wrong and thought no 
one had seen him. The warden seized 
the suspect’s archery equipment, 
deer tag, and advised the suspect 
he would be receiving a citation for 
hunting out of season, trespassing, 
and hunting/shooting too close to 
an occupied dwelling. The suspect 
stated he was really sorry and 
provided additional information on 
other poachers who have poached 
deer, bear, and ducks out of season.

It’s not always about catching the 
bad guys...
A warden received a report of a sub-
ject shooting a bear while the subject 
was hiding inside his tent. Prior to 
shooting the bear, the subject was 
successful a couple times in scaring 
the bear away, however, the bear re-
turned later. After the bear consumed 
the camper’s food on a nearby picnic 
table, it approached the subject’s tent 
and began scratching on the tent’s 
exterior. The camper “feared for his 
life” and shot the bear. Incidentally, 
the tent contained additional food.

Wardens responded to a call regard-
ing a deer with a rope around its neck 
in Castro Valley. One of the wardens 
had been getting reports on this deer 
for months but the deer was too 
mobile and was unable to be located 
until this recent call when the deer 
was found hanging around the same 
area consistently, most likely because 
of its weakened condition. They were 
able to make a tranquilizing shot on 
the deer and it was found that the 
rope, which appeared purposely tied 
on, had probably been there for a 
long time as it had dug deep into the 
neck, and skin had started to grow 
around it. The area appeared heav-
ily infected. Unfortunately the deer 
didn’t recover as it was already too 
weak, probably from infection.
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By Jerry Springer
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 I had an unusually lucky year 
in the 2014 Nevada Big Game 
Drawing. After 10 years of apply-
ing for deer and antelope tags, I 
was drawn for both. Not only did 
I manage to take a big mule deer 
and an antelope, I also filled one 
of my California deer tags. I’m not 
the world’s best butcher — in fact, 
not that good at all — as it takes 
me 8-12 hours to butcher an animal 
and the results are generally just 
steaks and stew. So, after years of 
butchering my own deer as well as 
having the meat of three animals 
as a further incentive, I decided to 
give myself a break this past season 
and I am sure glad I did.
  This year I went to Kountry 
Meats in Elk Grove and had a long 
discussion with owners Levi and 
January Pitt about cut options 
and other possible products that 
could be made from my game. I 
was pleasantly surprised when 
Levi started listing my options 
other than simply regular cuts of 
meat. Available were Breakfast, 
Italian or Chorizo fresh sausage, 
salami, Hunter Sausage, Andou-
ille, Smoked Bratwurst, Summer 
Sausage, Thuringer, Linguisa, 

Breakfast Links, Pepper Stix, Brit-
ish Bangers, Cheddar Jalapeno Stix, 
Teriyaki Stix and, of course, jerky. 
Levi finished up by telling me, “Or-
der what you like to eat or the meat 
will probably sit in your freezer 
until it’s too old to eat and you will 
have to toss it out.”
 During the discussion I men-
tioned that I had some venison still 
in my freezer from last season as 
well as some other older game. Boy, 
was I glad I mentioned that as Levi 
told me to bring it in and I could 
have it processed into some of the 
items listed above. He said, “Even 
if your older meat looks like it was 
freezer burned, don’t discard it. I 
can easily trim the burned parts 
away and still use the good part of 
the meat.” 
 So, I did just that and chose 
Hunter Sausage, Summer Sausage 
and Pepper Stix. (The Pepper Stix 
are like Slim Jims and my family 
loves them!) 
 The key is to find a butcher who 
can provide you with a variety of 
options that you, your family, and 
maybe friends too, like to eat. 
 In addition, I quizzed Levi about 
the freezer life for meat. He gave me 
these guidelines, “Single-wrap freez-
er paper — 6 months, plastic wrap 
with freezer paper — one year, those 
plastic-wrap home sealers — one 
to two years, Kountry Meats 3-mil 
plastic-sealed bags — two to three 
years.”
 Because my wife gave me a new 
smoker for Christmas last year, 
instead of having jerky made I just 
requested that some of my deer be 
cut into jerky slices 
so I could smoke 
them myself.
 From now on I 
probably won’t have 
leftover or aging 
cuts of game in my 
freezer — unless I 
am fortunate enough 
to finally draw a 
California elk tag. 
But if I do have aging 

cuts though, they will surely make 
it into one of the above choices to 
still be enjoyed by us. 
 And for you waterfowl hunt-
ers, if you are like me and find that 
ducks and geese aren’t your most 
favorite game to eat, those too can 
be made into many of the ground 
meat options mentioned earlier.
 So, when you take an inven-
tory of the game meat still in your 
freezer before the beginning of the 
next hunting season, check with a 
butcher and see if you too can have 
that remaining meat made into 
some tasty options. It’s  good for 
you and it’s good for your image as 
a hunter as well.

Breakfast Hot Links

Pepper Stix before smoking
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