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The ultimate in accuracy, terminal 

performance and handloaded precision 

in a factory-loaded round. The all-copper 

Barnes VOR-TX® Ammunition loads smooth 

and fi res accurately with devastating 

double-diameter expansion. Available in 

standard rifl e, metric, dangerous game 

and handgun cartridges.

2012 Golden Bullseye Award Winner 
for Ammunition of the Year.
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CDA President’s Message

 The California Deer Associa-
tion is really all about the deer 
and all the great wildlife Califor-
nia has to offer. I want to thank 
each and every member and vol-
unteer who dedicates their time 

CDA President, Donn Walgamuth, with 
Special Needs hunter Isaiah.

and money to this great organiza-
tion. 
 CDA is a grassroots organiza-
tion that puts its money where the 
deer need it most and I am very 
proud to be a part of it. 
 With your dedication we are 
making a difference. 

Donn Walgamuth 
President

Editor’s Note: 
CDA President Donn Walgamuth 
is also an accomplished wildlife 
photographer whose photos fre-
quently appear in California 
Deer. He and his wife, Melissa, 
both enjoy photographing wild-
life and in the springtime hike for 
miles looking for sheds. Because a 
picture is worth a 1,000 words, we 
convinced Donn to share another 
of his great photos along with his 
message in this issue. We hope you 
enjoy seeing the unusual antlers of 
this fine mule deer buck.
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From Your CEO

Moving Forward...

 As I travel around our great state 
attending as many banquets as my 
schedule allows, I find myself driving 
through our forested mountains and 
our plentiful agricultural valleys. I 
constantly find myself smiling when 
I look out to see the new growth on 
the trees and in the fields; in awe of 
spring’s promise of renewal and a 
bountiful harvest yet to come. 
 As with nature, so it is with 
CDA. The efforts of our tireless 
volunteers and the generosity of our 
members and supporters continue 
to seed the opportunities for CDA 
to fulfill its conservation mission by 
making positive impacts for Califor-
nia’s deer herds and other wildlife. 
 As many of you know, the bulk 
of our funding comes from the 
money raised during our annual 

banquets put on by volunteers. Since 
last summer, we’ve added three new 
chapters with our 31st chapter and 
newest, the San Francisco Peninsula 
Chapter, already scheduling a dinner 
in August. So far, each of our banquets 
has exceeded revenue projections and 
I believe we are on track for a record-
setting year!
 While we couldn’t accomplish 
what we do without our tireless vol-
unteers, our field staff also deserves 
credit in helping to ensure our ban-
quets are a success. 
 Pat Fitzmorris is our senior field 
director and works hard helping chap-
ter committees across the northern 
part of the state plan their banquets 
and other fundraisers. Pat makes it 
look effortless and always has a smile 
on his face, no matter what comes his 
way. 
 Rodney Torres, field director 
for Central California, has left us to 
pursue other opportunities. Rodney 
worked closely with his committees 
and CDA supporters and we wish him 
well in his future endeavors.
 Many of you may know Larry 
Johns from his many decades working 
with conservation groups throughout 
the state. We are fortunate to have him 
aboard working with our volunteers 
and assisting them in making their 
banquets the best possible for our 
members and supporters. 
 Pat and Larry get assistance from 
Shelby Philbrook, our office manager, 
who also orders merchandise and gets 

all of the details done, allowing Pat 
and Larry to focus on assisting the 
committees. 
 Once all the banquet bills are 
paid, 75 percent of the profits are set 
aside for use on conservation-related 
projects and education activities. 
Each year the Association circulates 
a call for project proposals and the 
Project Committee reviews them 
for final approval by your Board of 
Directors. This year, the board should 
complete its selections by summer 
and at that time you can find the 
winning proposals on our website at 
www.caldeer.org/conservation. 
 While we strive to put on a great 
banquet for our volunteers and sup-
porters, we also recognize the need to 
diversify our sources of revenue and 
methods of supporting California’s 
wildlife. By the time you read this, 
the ink should be dry on a contract 
between CDA and the California 
Department of Fish and Wildlife, set-
ting the stage for a massive volunteer 
effort documenting and repairing 
guzzlers in the northeast part of the 
state. We will continue seeking out 
grant opportunities that will help our 
deer herds and other wildlife. If you 
come across a grant you think might 
be a good fit, send it our way at info@
caldeer.org. 
 I hope you have the opportunity 
to spend as much time as possible 
outside these next few months as 
spring turns to summer. I look for-
ward to seeing many of you at the 
remaining banquets this year!

Take care, Roman Porter

Antlers come in all shapes and   
sizes. Headgear like this fine 

buck’s is what attracts our atten-
tion and interest, just like a moth is 
drawn to a flame. They pique our 
excitement level when we see them 
and put a smile on our face when 
we hold them.
 
Photograph by Ben Nuckolls.

The CoverAll 10 
people from 
Table 17 
show off 
their new 
Savage .17 
rifles which 
they won at 
the Gridley 
Chapter 
Banquet’s 
table game.
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      Maurice Silva is the latest winner 
in CDA’s Member Appreciation 
Drawing, brought to you by Legacy 
Sports International. Silva won the 
new Escort YOTE semiauto shotgun 
in 12 gauge.
      This shotgun is completely 
dipped in the new YOTE camo 
pattern. This pattern looks like the 
coyote fur you might collect using 

CDA Member Appreciation Winner!

Brought to you by
this sweet shotgun.
      Every three months one lucky 
CDA member is selected at random to 
win a firearm. In 2015, Legacy Sports 
International is supplying the firearms 
for the lucky members.
      You’re automatically entered into 
the drawings if you are a current CDA 
member. It’s CDA’s way of thanking 
members for their support!

Also in 20 Ga. Youth Model

• 12 Gauge, Nickel Chrome Moly Barrel
• Raised, Vent Rib with Fiber Optic Sight
• 3 Inch Chamber, F, M & IC Chokes
• SMART Valve Cycling 
• FAST Loading Semi Auto System
• Magazine Cut-off
• Milled Receiver

Call us at 1-800-553-4229 
or visit our website at: 
www.legacysports.com

New!

®

Brought to you By:
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CDFW Director’s Message to CDA Members

Charlton H. Bonham 
CDFW Director

commendable; this project is exactly 
the kind for which the Big Game 
Management Account was created. 
The California Legislature created 
the account in 2010 (currently Fish 
and Game Code Section 3953), and it 
ensures that funds provided by big 
game hunters through the purchase of 
big game tags are used for programs 
and projects that directly benefit these 
species. The potential of this grant to 
have a positive impact on our state’s 
deer and other wildlife species is 
enormous, and the department is 
proud to support it. None of us can 
create rain to end this drought, so we 
must work together to find ways to 
alleviate the impacts on our state’s 
wildlife.
 Second, as you know, 2015 will 
be the first year that all deer hunters 
are subject to mandatory harvest 
reporting, regardless of success. It’s 
hard to believe that over the last 20 
years, the reporting rate for successful 
hunters has never been higher than 
25 percent. Yet this data is crucial — 
because of the low reporting rate, our 
biologists are forced to use modeling 
to estimate hunter harvest. The 
information is combined with herd 
composition and overwinter survival 
data to estimate populations, which 
in turn is used to set herd objectives, 
hunting seasons and tag quotas. Even 
the data gathered from unsuccessful 
hunters is useful, as it helps us 
calculate hunting pressure and hunter 
success, and serves as an index of deer 
abundance. 
 I know that hunters are concerned 
about the proposed fee for non-
reporting, but what’s important here 
isn’t the collection of fees — it’s the 

collection of data, which allows 
our management decisions to be 
based upon a foundation of the best 
available science. Plus, there is a 
really easy way to avoid the fee — 
just report on time and no fee applies. 
 CDA understands the 
department’s needs here and helped 
negotiate a postponement of the 
implementation of non-reporting 
fees for one year. (Beginning this 
season, every unsuccessful hunter is 
required to submit a report card by 
January 31, 2016 for each 2015 deer 
tag they were issued. Beginning in 
2017, unsuccessful hunters who fail 
to submit a report card by January 
31, for each deer tag they were issued 
for the 2016 season, must pay a $20 
non-reporting fee upon application 
for a 2017 deer tag or a 2017 deer tag 
drawing application for a preference 
point or a premium deer tag.) This 
provides all of us with a wide-
open window to provide education 
and outreach to California’s deer 
hunters. CDFW is working to expand 
reporting options (traditional mail, 
online, etc.) and will partner with 
CDA to reach as many hunters as 
possible to inform them about the 
new law and why it’s so important.
 Both of these prime examples 
of partnership illustrate how CDA’s 
voice makes a positive difference in 
the work that we do. I congratulate 
your organization for its passionate 
commitment to conservation, and I 
look forward to seeing what other 
milestones we can reach in the 
coming year.

Chuck Bonham

 As we enter the fourth year of 
drought in California, it looks like 
spring has arrived early and with 
no rain on the horizon. But, in these 
difficult times for fish and wildlife, 
it is important to stop and reflect on 
new beginnings. I am excited that the 
California Deer Association (CDA) 
and California Department of Fish 
and Wildlife (CDFW) are partnering 
together on some new beginnings 
of their own. We have a lot to look 
forward to as we move into the 
second quarter of 2015.
 First, I was pleased to see that 
CDA applied for — and received — 
$200,000 in grant funds to survey and 
repair damaged water guzzlers in the 
north part of the state. This guzzler 
grant will provide funding for two 
full-time CDA employees and all 
the equipment necessary to perform 
vital field work. Your organization’s 
foresight and willingness to do 
the boots-on-the-ground work is 
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CDFW Opens Review Period for Draft Deer Management Plan 
 

Hunter Survey Results, also available online, Helped Shape This Draft Plan
 
 The California Department of 
Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) recently 
released its Draft Deer Conservation 
and Management Plan for public 
review and comment. The plan can be 
found on the department’s website at 
www.dfg.ca.gov/wildlife/hunting/
deer/.
 CDFW is proposing to identify 
10 large-scale deer conservation units 
for the state, which will assess how 
landscape and environmental changes 
have impacted deer population and 
habitat.
 The draft plan also covers 
five important areas: unit plans, 
population management, habitat 
conservation, monitoring and 
outreach. Each unit will prepare 
separate plans, which will also be 
available for public comment and 
review at a future date.
 In addition, known movement 
corridors, winter and summer ranges, 
and holding areas will be updated 
and mapped to support long-term 
conservation objectives. Areas 

needing restoration or rehabilitation 
will also be prioritized in order of 
importance to conservation and 
management objectives.
 The submission deadline 
for comments is April 30, 2015. 
Comments can be submitted via 
email at deerplan@wildlife.ca.gov, 
or by regular mail sent to Deer Plan, 
1812 Ninth St., Sacramento, CA 
95811.
 CDFW has also posted the 
results of a statewide opinion survey 
of 13,846 randomly selected deer 
hunters in early 2015. The survey 
results, which can be found at www.
wildlife.ca.gov/hunting, will be a 
component in the department’s effort 
to update the Deer Management 
Plan.
 Questions were designed 
to determine opinions both on 
deer hunting opportunities and 
deer management in California. 
Key findings included that the 
opportunity to hunt deer in general, 
which was chosen by 68 percent 

of respondents, is more important 
than the opportunity to harvest a 
trophy deer, which was selected 
by eight percent. Deer hunters 
are approximately evenly divided 
regarding satisfaction with deer 
hunting in California over the past 
five years with 46 percent satisfied 
and 44 percent dissatisfied (the 
rest answered neutrally). Fifty-
five percent of hunters believe that 
habitat quality has declined during 
the last five years, 76 percent of those 
surveyed support a controlled doe 
hunt and 56 percent support merging 
some hunt zones into larger units. 
Of the hunters surveyed, 22 percent 
harvested a deer in 2014.
 Responsive Management, a 
company specializing in natural 
resource-related public opinion 
surveys, conducted the survey on 
behalf of the department. Funding 
for the survey was provided through 
the CDFW’s Big Game Management 
Fund.

New Mandatory Deer Tag Reporting Begins this Season
 Beginning with the 2015 deer 
season, proposed regulations re-
quire all deer hunters to report their 
harvest results to the Department 
of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW). Any 
person who is issued a deer tag must 
submit a harvest report card for the 
tag following the hunt, even if they 
did not hunt or they did not harvest 
a deer.

How to submit a report: 
 
•  Online: Submit an online harvest 
report card for each deer tag you 
are issued. Reporting through the 
Online License Service at www.
ca.wildlifelicense.com/Internet-
Sales/ is easy, fast and convenient. 
When you report online, you receive 
instant confirmation that your har-
vest report card has been received 

and accepted. You must record the 
confirmation number in the space 
provided on the harvest report card 
and retain the harvest report card un-
til March 1st annually. Tags reported 
online must be surrendered to the 
department upon demand.
•  By Mail: Any person who does not 
submit a harvest report for their deer 
tag online, must return the report card 
portion of each deer tag they are is-
sued to: CDFW – Wildlife Branch, PO 
Box 944209, Sacramento, CA  94299-
0002.

When to Report: 
 
•  Successful deer hunters must re-
port the take of a deer within 30 days 
of harvest or by January 31 - which-
ever date is first. 
•  Unsuccessful deer hunters (includ-

ing hunters who received a tag but 
did not hunt) must report that they 
were unsuccessful or did not hunt by 
January 31.

Important Dates for Deer Harvest 
Non-reporting Fee: 
 
•  2015: All deer hunters are required 
to submit a harvest report card for 
each deer tag they are issued. A non-
reporting fee will not be charged in 
2015. 

• 2017: Every person who did not 
submit a report card for each 2016 
deer tag they were issued, must pay 
a $20 Deer Harvest Non-reporting 
Fee upon application for a 2017 deer 
tag, or a 2017 deer tag drawing ap-
plication for a preference point or a 
premium deer tag.

8 California Deer
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Chapter    Date   Contact
North Valley (Colusa)    4/25/15   T.J. Gomez (530) 330-0551
         Tom Moss (530) 513-2264
Ventura County (Fairgrounds)  4/25/15   Ryan Geisler (805) 427-5527
        Kody Kasper (805) 551-6191
        Richard Duensen (805) 430-7326
Central Valley (Fresno)    5/02/15   Mike Foxen (559) 259-1567 
Redwood Coast (Eureka)   5/09/15   Dan Gomes (707) 498-7685
        Jen Gomes (707) 498-3005
Central Coast (Paso Robles)   5/16/15   Larry Smith (805) 423-5925
Placer County (Loomis)   5/30/15   Brian Azevedo (916) 295-4883 
Southern California    5/30/15   Dave Mahosky (951) 237-0573
Eastern Sierra (Bishop)    6/27/15   Doug Brown (760) 937-7963 
San Jose     6/26/15   Ron Lara (408) 891-4928
Mount St. Helena (Calistoga)   7/17/15   Rick Sereni (707) 291-5407
Western Sierra (Sonora)   7/25/15    John Kiefer (209) 962-6192
San Francisco Peninsula   8/06/15   Jim McMillen (408) 205-8502
Bakersfield    TBA   (844) CAL-DEER
Westside (Gustine)   TBA   (844) CAL-DEER

Ladies Have Fun Too!

Remaining 2015 CDA Banquets 
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CDA’s 2014
Sharing theTradition

      For the past 11 years, CDA in cooperation with Tejon 
Ranch has held the annual Sharing the Tradition deer and 
pig hunts for junior hunters. In those 11 years, 197 junior 
hunters were given the opportunity to go on guided 
hunts on this 270,000-acre ranch. In addition, the follow-
ing sponsors provided products and services to each of 
the junior hunters: Barnes Bullets, Alpen Optics, Hunter’s 
Specialties, Birchwood Casey, Tejon Ranch and Ryan 
Olson. Here are just some of the photos from the 2014 
experience. 
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Southern California Chapter Joins Adopt-A-Trail Program
 The San Bernardino National 
Forest has an Adopt-A-Trail Program 
which provides a means for keep-
ing OHV (Off Highway Vehicle) 
trails open for public access and use. 
CDA’s Southern California Chapter 
has joined this program and will 
maintain and repair an OHV trail, 
assuring it remains one in use for 
everyone. 
 OHV use in the national forests 
depends upon the efforts of volun-

teers and their partnership with busi-
nesses that care about the outdoors. 
For each adoption the partners include 
an OHV or community group, a busi-
ness and the U.S. Forest Service. Each 
one gives something — the Forest 
Service gives the necessary training, 
supplies and equipment when pos-
sible; the business provides an annual 
cash contribution ($500 or $1,000); 
and the OHV or community group 
provides the maintenance needed to 

sustain recreational use by the public 
throughout the operating season. 
 The Southern California Chapter 
has adopted Trail 1N04 in the San 
Bernardino National Forest. Pictured 
are the trail and the Adopt-A-Trail 
signage which includes a sign with 
a CDA logo. Also shown is the trail 
before and after the removal of a 
fallen tree which was blocking the 
trail. Chairman Dave Mahosky and 
member Jim Adams cleared the trail.

• 12 or 20 Gauge Options, plus a Youth Model
• 28”, 26” and 22” (Youth) Barrel Lengths
• Nickel Chrome Moly Lined Barrel 
• Proofed for Steel Shot
• 3 Interchangeable Chokes (M, IM, F)
• Raised, Vented Rib with Fiber Optic Sight
• Short Throw Slide for Quick Cycling
• Turkish Walnut Stock 
• Milled Receiver
• Sling Swivel Studs

Call 1-800-553-4229 for more information, 
or visit: www.legacysports.com

®

Brought to you By:



Margo Wood shows off the Nevada 
pronghorn antelope she took during the 
2014 season. Margo was hunting north 
of Winnemucca when she dropped this 

nice buck. Margo is a founding member 
of the Chico Chapter Committee.

Attention CDA Members!
Share your days afield with other mem-
bers by emailing your photos to Jerry@
WesternHunter.com.14 California Deer

Members Afield
Michelle Bartram, CDA’s Diablo Blacktail 
Chapter chairwoman, and her husband Jeff 
hunted the Henry Mountains in Utah in 2014, 
where Michelle took this excellent 3x3 mule deer. 
Two days before the season opened, they found a 
great 3x4 but on opening morning other hunters 
had all deer heading for cover. They decided to 
hike down the treacherous side of the ridge they 
were on to get away from everyone. At 8:30, they 
spotted a 3x3 and Michelle set up over a log but 
couldn’t get a clear shot. About 10 minutes later 
the buck turned broadside and cleared the trees, 
giving her a 200-yard broadside shot. Using her 
Browning 7mm WSM, CDA’s 2014 Rifle of 
the Year, won at the Diablo Blacktail Chapter 
banquet, Michelle put the buck down with one 
shot. They spent the next eight hours quartering 
and packing the buck out from the bottom of the 
South Creek Canyon.

Lee Torres, Redding Chapter member, 
took this 6x6 bull on opening morning 
2014 in the Bridger-Teton Wilderness 
in Wyoming. Lee was hunting with her 
husband, Mike, and Dave Hettinger 
Outfitting when she took this bull with 
one shot from her 7mm/08 shooting a 
Barnes TSX 140-grain bullet.
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These Ladies Shoot Straight!!!

CDA’s North Valley Chapter 
members Shannon Foster (left) 

and Regina Stafford of Yuba City 
pose with Stafford’s B-Zone buck 

she took on the opening weekend of 
archery season. A perfect 55-yard 

shot did the trick. Both ladies were 
shooting Mathews Jewel Bows.

Neil Lahey recently joined CDA and shared 
this photo of the 4x5 buck he shot in the 
D8-Zone in Tulare County while hunting 
during the 2012 season. Shooting a Barnes 
TTSX 165-grain bullet in .300 Win Mag, he 
dropped the buck at 260 yards. 

CDA Board member Doug Brown was hunting 
in Nevada when he bagged this nice pronghorn 
antelope during the 2014 season.

Jason Newby scouted this buck before the 2014 season 
opened. On opening morning Jason had made a nine-mile 
trek so he could wait in the bedding area but the deer were 
pushed and came into the area on the run. A 10-yard shot 
using a BowTech Insanity bow and an 85-grain Thun-
derhead broadhead did the trick. In 30 years of hunting  
different states, this was his best buck to date. Definitely a 
dream buck!



14 California Deer

Field N
otes

California Deer Crazy!
 We are right in the middle of 
our 2015 Banquet Season and time is 
flying by. Our volunteers are work-
ing their tails off to make sure that 
we keep the reputation of having 
the biggest and best conservation 
fundraising banquets in the state! We 
have had banquet after banquet sell 
out and chapters are breaking record 
after record! There are still many 
left to go so if you are looking for a 
GREAT time, come and join the fun! 
I bet that wherever you live, there is 

a CDA chapter and banquet not too 
far away. We REALLY appreciate 
our volunteer committees that raise 
money to help California deer! That is 
what the CDA is all about — commit-
tees raising money to help California’s 
wildlife! Please come and join in the 
fun at your local banquet. I guarantee 
you will have a good time and you 
will be helping to raise vital funds for 
the conservation of California’s deer. 
 I want to thank our members and 
volunteers for all they do for CDA. 
I have never been around a more 
passionate and dedicated group of 
people. I am overwhelmed some-
times at the amount of dedication and 
enthusiasm these folks have for the or-
ganization, some having been volun-
teering for almost 20 years! Thank you 
all for being a CDA member and/or 
volunteer. We appreciate every one of 
you for your support and we couldn’t 
accomplish our goals without it! A 
huge thank-you, too, to all the folks 
that support us by attending their lo-
cal banquet — we really appreciate all 
who support us! 
 And where does the money go 
that we raise? Our bylaws make sure 
that 75% of the money raised goes to 
conservation and education projects 
that help deer and other wildlife in 
California. Our all-volunteer Project 

Committee makes the decisions on 
where and how this money is spent. 
Federal and state agencies come to 
CDA to help fund projects and if our 
Project Committee agrees that it is a 
good use of our hard-earned dol-
lars, the project is approved and then 
followed to make sure the money is 
spent appropriately. In fact, over $2 
million of CDA money has been put 
on the ground in wildlife conserva-
tion projects throughout the state 
since 2005. The money we raise is 
important because federal and state 
conservation funding is constantly 
under the knife and these agencies 
are looking for funding mechanisms 
like those of CDA’s to help fund their 
projects, which in turn help wildlife 
in our great state. 
 So, get out there and enjoy the 
great outdoors. What a nice time of 
year it is to head to your favorite bass 
lake, try to outsmart that old boss 
gobbler or do some shed hunting.  
We live in a beautiful part of the 
world ─ please get out and enjoy it! 
 Best regards and I hope every-
one is having a great spring season. I 
hope to see you at this year’s ban-
quets!

Pat Fitzmorris
Senior Field Director
  

How Old is this Buck?

This buck was taken during the 2014 California deer 
season by Mike Baty. Mike won the three-day guided 
rut buck hunt in a raffle held by the Lodi CDA Chapter. 
After sending a tooth from this buck to a lab to be aged, it 
recently was determined that this deer was 11.5 years old. 

Idaho Predator Management
 

      
 The Idaho Fish and Game Commission has 
approved a plan to continue offering discounts 
on nonresident tags to out-of-state hunters for 
the take of large predators in some units. The 
discounts will apply to black bear, mountain 
lion and wolf tags.
 Black bear and mountain lion tags will be 
sold at the new discounted price of $41.75. This 
represents more than a 78-percent decrease in 
the regular price of $186. Gray wolf tags will 
continue to be sold at the discounted price of 
$31.75.
  The Commission has established a biologi-
cal and public need to encourage participa-
tion in the hunting of mountain lions and 
black bears in certain units and in the hunt-
ing of wolves statewide as a rationale for the 
discount. The discounts will remain in effect 
through December 31, 2016.
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Ask CDFW

Carrie Wilson is a 20-year CDFW 
veteran and an avid outdoor enthusiast, 
angler and hunter. 

Dead Heads 
Question: I’ve been shed hunting 
and recently have found a couple 
mountain lion kills. Can I legally take 
the dead heads? How do I prove it’s 
a dead head and not a poached deer? 
(Brice R.)

Answer: You should avoid picking 
up anything that is fresh, but it is 
not illegal for someone to pick up 
bleached antlers. In addition, you can 
sell sheds that you have found but 
they must have been manufactured 
into products or handcraft items, or 
have been cut into blocks or units 
which are to be handcrafted. You 
cannot sell whole antlers with heads 
attached (Fish and Game Code, 
section 3039(c)).

GPS collars for training hunting 
dogs? 
Question: I am training hunting dogs 
for raccoon and pig hunting and 
need to buy new tracking collars that 
I can also hunt with. I’ve always used 
these old radio frequency collars 
but want to replace them with good 
global positioning system (GPS) 
collars. One of my hunting buddies, 
though, says he thinks these GPS 
collars are going to be illegal to hunt 
with. Is that true? (Bart H., Merced)

Answer: Yes, it’s true. GPS collars 
and collars with treeing switches 
are prohibited when using dogs for 
the pursuit/take of mammals (CCR 

Title 14, section 265(d)). GPS retrieval 
collars employ electronics that utilize 
satellite transmissions. Collars with 
treeing switches utilize a mercury-
switch mechanism that changes the 
collar’s signal transmission when the 
dog raises its head toward a treed 
animal.

Wildlife Feeders to Attract Turkeys? 
Question: A buddy of mine has a 
feeder on his ranch that he loads up 
with feed to attract turkeys to his 
property. He intends to hunt them 
once the season opens. I told him 
this was illegal baiting but he said 
he would pull the feed out before 
hunting the area. What do you think? 
Is this really legal? (Anonymous)

Answer: No. It is illegal to harass 
any game or nongame bird unless 
authorized by a regulation or the Fish 
and Game Code (California Code of 
Regulations, Title 14, section 251.1). 
Under this section, “harass” is defined 
as an intentional act which disrupts 
an animal’s normal behavior patterns, 
which includes, but it is not limited 
to, breeding, feeding and sheltering. 
Consequently, if your friend’s feeder 
disrupts the normal behavior pattern 
of the turkeys, it would be a violation 
of the law to feed the turkeys even 
if he/she pulls the feeder out before 
hunting the area. Also, please note 
that a person may not take resident 
game birds, such as turkeys, within 
400 yards of any baited area unless 
an exception in CCR Title 14, section 
257.5, has been met.

Can I mount a camera to my rifle 
scope to record my hunt? 
Question: Is there any law against 
mounting a camera to the scope of a 
rifle to record my hunting experience? 
(Anonymous)

Answer: No, there is no law against 
this as long as there is no light emitted 
from the camera.

What shotgun capacity for big game, 
turkeys and waterfowl? 
Question: When hunting black bears, 
pigs, turkeys and waterfowl, what 
shotgun capacity can I use? (Daniel K.)

Answer: Shotguns capable of holding 

not more than three shells may be 
used to take all of the species you 
mention. For more information, 
please see sections 311 and 353 in 
the Hunting Regulations book or 
look online at http://www.wildlife.
ca.gov/Regulations.

Driving at night with flashlights to 
view wildlife? 
Question: My wife and I are outdoors 
lovers and we don’t want to break 
the law. We often drive back roads 
or dirt roads in and around Butte 
County armed with only a flashlight 
(and no weapons) to view and enjoy 
wildlife that wouldn’t be possible to 
enjoy in the daylight. Is this legal? 
(Dan, Oroville)

Answer: Yes, as long as you do not 
have a method of take with you. You 
may, however, attract the attention 
of wildlife officers who are on the 
lookout for poachers using spotlights 
to find game. These officers may pull 
you over and detain you to inspect 
your vehicle to ensure you do not 
have a method of take. There are 
also some vehicle code provisions 
that prohibit the use of a flashlight 
or headlight on a public highway if 
it is shone into oncoming traffic or 
prevents other vehicles from seeing 
traffic control devices.

Retrieving game from private 
property? 
Question: Where can I find the 
regulations on retrieving game that 
has moved onto another’s property 
after being shot? I believe that it is 
legal but I can’t find the regs. (Joe D.)

Answer: There are no regulations 
which allow you to recover game 
that ends up on private property. 
You are expected to retrieve all 
game you harvest and not to cause 
wanton waste by failing to recover 
something you’ve shot, but you must 
get permission from the landowner 
to legally enter their property. If 
you are not able to reach them for 
permission, you may contact the local 
game warden or sheriff and request 
assistance.
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Responses of Mule Deer to Experimental Manipulation of Water 
Project 012-11

By Larry Smith, CDA Vice President and Project Committee Chairman

 Research projects usually are on-
going projects that take years to com-
pile the data, come up with analyses, 
and then put it together in a report 
for all to see. Such was the case with 
this project. The report was compiled 
after years of study by Cody McKee, 
a graduate student, and Dr. Kelly M. 
Stewart, principal investigator of the 
University of Nevada Reno.
 This phase of the project began in 
2012 and 2013, using CDA funds to 
purchase new GPS radio collars and 
to refurbish existing collars which 
were placed on deer that had been 
previously captured in the Mojave 
National Preserve.
 The background to this project 
is that anthropogenic water sources 
have been used extensively to sup-
port wildlife populations for nearly 
a century. Many of the first water 
catchments were developed to im-
prove distribution and resource use 
of small game species such as the 
California quail, mourning dove and 
the non-native chukar partridge in 
water-limited areas. The first water 
developments designed for use by 
large mammals were created in 1941 
by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
and Arizona Game and Fish Depart-

ment. Those developments were cre-
ated in part to help to improve declin-
ing desert bighorn sheep numbers.
 Despite the widespread use of 
artificial water sources in wildlife and 
range management for more than half 
a century, few studies have investi-
gated the effects of these water sources 
on wildlife ecology. Some have even 
specifically questioned the benefit of 
water developments by suggesting 
that, “Surface water is neither neces-
sary nor a sufficient condition for the 
subsistence and perpetuation of most 
desert wildlife,” although those claims 
were made with virtually no support-
ing data. Conversely, others contend 
that water developments do provide 
intrinsic benefits to wildlife popula-
tions in the arid West. Although the 
provision of water for wildlife has 
developed into a contentious subject 
within the Mojave National Preserve, 
more empirical studies are needed to 
settle this ongoing debate.  
  This project was conducted by 
researchers at the Reno university, in 
collaboration with the National Park 
Service, California Department of Fish 
and Wildlife, and was extensively sup-
ported by the California Deer Associa-
tion and Safari Club International, in 
an attempt to shed light on this topic. 
Several hypotheses have been devel-
oped and are currently being tested 
related to demography (e.g. adult and 
juvenile survival, pregnancy rates, 
and body condition) and movement 
responses of mule deer, effects of deer 
use on habitats surrounding those 
water sources, and availability and 
quality of forage for deer at available 
water sites compared to sites where 
water has been removed or is no lon-
ger available.

PRELIMINARY RESULTS
 Analyses indicate that mule 
deer have smaller home ranges and 
smaller daily movements in the areas 
where water was provided. Regard-
less of the study area, mule deer show 
strong selection for sources of water, 

meaning they are found closer to 
water sources than was expected 
when compared to random move-
ments. Smaller home ranges across 
all seasons also would likely provide 
benefits for females raising offspring 
and lactating during summer because 
restricted movements by females 
also means shorter movements for 
juveniles and less energy expended 
in searching for resources. The data 
also showed that mule deer indicated 
strong selection for higher elevations 
and areas close to sources of water.  
This report shows that mule deer 
responded strongly to provision of 
water and that the continued practice 
of providing water for wildlife in arid 
ecosystems should be supported.
 For a complete copy of this 
report, please contact CDA headquar-
ters at www.calddeer.org and ask for 
Kaliela or call Larry Smith at (805) 
423-5925.



California Bucks

Have a nice photo of California bucks? Share it 
with other CDA members in California Deer by 
emailing it to Jerry@WesternHunter.com.

Photo by John Mc Millan

Photo by Lennis Janzen - Crooked Horn Outfitters

Photo by Chris Titus

Photo by Ben Nuckolls
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2019 is Really 2015 for the Lead Ammo Ban
By Jerry Springer

 For those who thought the ban on 
the use of lead ammo for hunting was 
still years away, look again. Phase 1 
of the implementation is just a couple 
of months away, July 1, 2015. 
 You don’t think Phase 1 will 
affect you this year? If you hunt 
anything on state wildlife areas, it 
sure will. Many of us hunt doves on 
state wildlife areas, which means 
you better start looking for your 
nonlead ammo now. In fact, if you 
hunt anything on state wildlife areas 
or ecological reserves, it’s time right 
now to try to find nonlead ammo for 
all those calibers you use. If you use 
one of the most popular calibers for 
hunting big game in California, the 
.243, and you can find .243 ammo in 
nonlead, buy it or you might just find 
out you need to buy another rifle in a 
caliber for which you can find ammo.
 A-Zone deer hunters who want 
to hunt the Cache Creek and/or 
Knoxville wildlife areas — you’re 
not looking at 2019 to start using 
nonlead ammo, you’re looking at 
this upcoming August. And that 
is just mentioning only two of the 
many wildlife areas and ecological 
reserves that cover one million acres 
in California. But the news gets 
even worse because some wildlife 
areas are not clearly marked. Get 
ready to receive a citation this year 
if you draw an X6B tag and happen 
to step across that invisible and 
unmarked line onto the Crocker 
Meadow Wildlife Area. Yes, the area 
surrounded by Plumas National 
Forest — the area many have hunted 
for years and haven’t even realized 
that it is now a state wildlife area!
 It’s not just X6B hunters either… 

For X7B hunters, there are five 
similarly unmarked units in the 
Truckee River Wildlife Area, which 
is between Truckee and the Nevada 
border. We are betting deer hunters 
won’t realize this October that 
they have crossed out of the Tahoe 
National Forest and are then breaking 
the law by carrying lead ammo on 
these wildlife area units.
 If you think it’s bad for hunters, 
wait until you run into the game 
wardens who will have to deal with 
hunters who will throw their hands 
up in the air and say, “You’ve got to 
be kidding me!”
 In checking with CDFG staff, 
we were told it’s the hunter’s 
responsibility to know the area 
they are hunting so be sure your 
information is up to date. We hope 
you’re not caught this year like a deer 
in the headlights, as it appears your 
fine could be up to $800 when all the 
fees, penalties and court costs are 
added up.
 To aid in your preparation for 
hunting this year, the following are 
the three phases of the nonlead ammo 
implementation plan. The nonlead 
ban is here whether everyone is ready 
or not, and hunters will be the ones 
penalized if they do not follow the 
law.

Phase 1 
 Effective July 1, 2015, nonlead 
ammunition will be required when 
taking all wildlife on state wildlife 
areas and ecological reserves. These 
CDFW lands constitute approximately 
one million acres in California, areas 
with high ecological values and some 
of them are popular with hunters. In 

addition, nonlead ammunition will 
be required for hunters taking Nelson 
bighorn sheep in California’s desert 
areas. This requirement will affect 
a small number of hunters; in 2014 
only 14 tags were issued for bighorn 
sheep statewide. A similar number is 
anticipated for the 2015 season.

Phase 2 
 Effective July 1, 2016, nonlead 
ammunition will be required when 
taking upland game birds with a 
shotgun ─ except for dove, quail, 
snipe, and any game birds taken 
under the authority of a licensed 
game bird club as provided in 
sections 600 and 600.4, title 14, 
California Code of Regulations. In 
addition, nonlead ammunition will 
be required for the take of resident 
small-game mammals, furbearing 
mammals, nongame mammals, 
nongame birds, and any wildlife 
for depredation purposes, with a 
shotgun statewide. However, in light 
of the uncertainty regarding the retail 
availability of nonlead centerfire 
and rimfire ammunition in smaller 
calibers, it will still be legal to take 
small game, furbearing, and nongame 
mammals, as well as nongame 
birds and wildlife for depredation 
purposes with traditional lead rimfire 
and centerfire ammunition during 
Phase 2. 

Phase 3 
 Pursuant to Fish and Game Code 
section 3004.5, effective July 1, 2019, 
only nonlead ammunition may be 
used when taking any wildlife with a 
firearm for any purpose in California.
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Game Law Violations
No Pants
Two wardens noticed a vehicle in 
an orchard. After turning around, 
they noticed lights coming from 
the passenger compartment of the 
vehicle. They contacted the vehicle’s 
occupants and found a couple with 
spotlights in the front seat and a 
loaded rifle in the bed of the truck. To 
top it all off, the man in the passenger 
seat had no pants on. They claimed to 
be looking for the female’s wedding 
ring. The wardens didn’t buy their 
story and cited them for spotlighting.

Nighttime is Not the Right Time 
Responding to a ranch west of Red 
Bluff, wardens made contact with 
four subjects out for a midnight ride 
on their ATVs. While out and about 
on their ranch, one of the subjects 
shot and killed a rabbit. The subject 
then proceeded to lie to one of the 
wardens about it. Finally the warden 
was able to obtain a confession from 
the subject and the other warden was 
able to locate the rabbit with help 
from two of the subjects. The shooter 
was issued a citation for taking resi-
dent small game after hours and for 
hunting without a hunting license.

Slingshot Not
Following a report of a homeowner 
shooting turkey vultures with a sling-
shot, the homeowner was contacted 
and educated about different ways to 
deter turkey vultures from frequent-
ing his house.

In the Bathtub, Really!
A warden was called to assist the 
Mariposa County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment in a parole search of a residence 
belonging to a registered sex of-
fender. During the search, two deer 
hind legs and a femur were found 
in a bathtub inside the residence. 
A further search revealed addi-
tional evidence of a deer having 
been recently killed. Located were 
two bloody arrowheads, two knives 
with blood and hair, a recurved bow, 
and the rib cage and neck of a deer. 
The rib cage had a hole through its 

front ribs consistent with a broadhead 
arrow. Several samples of blood and 
tissue were collected for submission to 
the lab for DNA typing. Additionally, 
the warden was able to determine an 
approximate time of death of 2-3 days 
earlier, based on the presence and 
development of fly eggs and maggots 
on the carcass. This was later corrobo-
rated by the suspect’s statement.

Not So Lucky for This Turkey 
A call was received about a turkey 
that had fallen from a tree and died. 
The reporting person thought the 
turkey had been shot. The warden 
conducted a field necropsy on the 
turkey and found a large amount of 
dog food and Lucky Charms cereal in 
its crop, but no evidence of a gunshot 
wound.

Mass Killers 
A warden responded to a report of 
a mountain lion killing 20 sheep and 
goats in rural Arroyo Grande. Upon 
arrival the warden verified 16 Barba-
dos sheep and 4 Boer goats had been 
killed in a single night. Evidence at the 
scene showed that an adult lion was 
responsible but it had not consumed 
any of the animals it had killed likely 
due to exhaustion from killing all 20. 
A depredation permit was issued and 
an adult male lion weighing about 105 
pounds was taken on the permit the 
following night. This was the second 
mass killing by a mountain lion in 
south San Luis Obispo County in a 
few months. The killing of 16 goats in 
the Huasna area was investigated by 
wardens just months earlier in Decem-
ber.

Keep It Inside 
Two men were driving down a county 
road with the passenger blasting 
rounds out the window from a pistol-
grip shotgun. The duo was stopped 
by a warden who relieved them of the 
shotgun and acquainted them with 
the Yuba County Justice System.

That’s Expensive 
A citation was written for night hunt-

ing with dogs and illegally killing a 
wild pig with a knife. At the pretrial 
hearing, the suspect pleaded guilty 
and was fined $2,400 and made sub-
ject to searchable probation for two 
years.

Now That’s Really Expensive 
In a recent trapping case, a Bakers-
field man got fines totaling $3,350; 
his choice of 440 hours of commu-
nity service or 25 days in jail; and 
his hunting and trapping licenses 
suspended for the three years of his 
probation. The warden was able to 
convince the court that the stiff pen-
alties were necessary as prior convic-
tions for trapping and bobcat viola-
tions had failed to deter him from 
continuing to violate wildlife laws.

Not a High School Prank 
A report came in that two subjects 
shot a deer, then fled in a vehicle. The 
incident was filmed via cell phone 
by the witness. After being notified 
by the Humboldt County Sheriff’s 
Office, two wardens responded to 
the location where they collected 
deer blood and hair as well as an 
empty shell casing from alongside 
the road. The suspects — two local 
high school students  — were eventu-
ally contacted and admitted to killing 
the deer. Additional blood and hair 
were found in the getaway vehicle. A 
rifle matching the caliber of the shell 
found at the scene was confiscated. 

A Bad Reality 
In a case involving a doe being killed 
out of season which had appeared on 
a television reality show, the accused 
pleaded guilty and was fined $1,255.

Double Trouble 
While checking two men hunting 
geese, one was found to have lead-
shot ammuntion in his vest. The 
warden next discovered that the field 
had been baited as well. The same 
violator was cited for both offences. 
The second man was unaware of the 
baiting and not cited.



California Deer        23

Chico Chapter’s Junior Turkey Hunt
Tommy Ross 
was 11 years 
old when he 
took a 20-
pound tom 
with a 10” 
beard.
 
      I have 
been going 
to hunting 
camp with 
my dad 
and brother 

since I was five years old. Hunting 
is in my blood so, needless to say, I 
was very excited when my dad won a 
youth turkey hunt at the CDA dinner 
at the Chico Elks Lodge.
 I was on spring break from 
school in April so we decided to go 
on April 19, which is also my dad’s 
birthday. We woke up super early be-
cause we had to meet Allen Knowles 
and his son Colby, our guides, by the 
Chico Airport at 5:30 a.m.
 While we were driving to the 
hunt area, I started to get more and 
more nervous but also excited. We 

drove out to an orchard on the Sacra-
mento River. Once we arrived, we got 
out of the car and got our guns. Colby, 
my dad and I snuck over to a bush 
that was against a log that we could 
use as a backrest. Allen snuck around 
the other direction to try to push the 
turkeys our way.
 We tucked in, and Colby also 
began making turkey calls using a 
cool technique that amazed my dad 
and me. He took his camo ball cap 
and flapped it up and down, hit-
ting his thigh with it very quickly. It 
sounded exactly like a turkey flying 
down from the roost. After about 25 
minutes, there were 20 turkeys in the 
orchard on the other side of the dirt 
road. My heart started pounding and 
Colby pointed out a big tom amongst 
the hens. My palms started to get re-
ally sweaty and I got really excited. I 
pulled up my Remington youth model 
20 gauge and clicked off the safety. 
The turkey straightened up really tall 
and gave me a wide-open shot at his 
neck. I pulled the trigger and all the 
surrounding turkeys flew away. The 
turkey that I shot flew straight up, 

2014 Buck Take on Cañada de los Osos Ecological Reserve
 The Cañada de los Osos Eco-
logical Reserve produced some nice 
bucks again for the 2014 junior hunts. 
The California Deer Association has 
sponsored this hunt for the past 10 
years with a success rate of 100%.
 When the CDFW acquired the 
property, CDA took the lead in 
providing funding for revegetation 
projects and water improvements to 
benefit deer and other wildlife. For 
the last couple of years, CDA has 
been joined by the Mule Deer Asso-
ciation and the National Wild Turkey 

Foundation in funding ongoing habi-
tat projects and providing food, water 
and cover for all kinds of wildlife on 
the reserve. The nonprofit Friends of 
Cañada de los Osos Ecological Reserve 
group has provided volunteer labor 
and oversight of these projects. This 
all-volunteer group has also provided 
guides and vehicles for the hunts, 
making the junior hunt program one 
of the most successful in the state.
 Every two years a new coordina-
tor is selected to coordinate the junior 
hunt program. For 2015-16, our new 

coordinator is Al Nelson who takes 
over from Jeff Amstutz. Nelson is an 
avid hunter and outdoorsman who 
has been a part of the reserve’s hunt 
program since its beginning. A big 
“Thanks” to both Jeff and Al, and to 
CDA for the financial support that 
keeps the program going.
 To track the dates of upcoming 
youth (apprentice) hunts, check out 
the CDFW, CDA and Friends of Ca-
ñada de los Osos websites.

Henry Coletto

then fell straight back to the ground.
 We hopped up and ran over to 
the turkey to make sure he was dead 
and sure enough, he was. We then 
took a couple pictures of my turkey 
and me. My dad gave me a big hug 
and a high five. We took the turkey 
over to a tree and hid him in the 
grass. We walked over to see if we 
could find a turkey for my dad. On 
the walk we didn’t see any turkeys, 
but we did see a nice river buck in the 
orchard. We had no luck. When we 
came back to my turkey, we found 
out that my dad had set him on an 
anthill. The turkey was covered in 
black ants! For the next 20 minutes, 
we did our best to get all the ants off 
my turkey. Once he was pretty much 
clean, we put him in the back of the 
truck and left the orchard to go have 
breakfast. Thanks to Allen, Colby and 
the CDA, it was a great day and a 
great birthday present for my dad.

Thank you to the Allen Knowles family 
for their support of the Chico Chapter 
and their dedication to introducing youth 
to the sport of hunting!
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