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The ultimate in accuracy, terminal 

performance and handloaded precision 

in a factory-loaded round. The all-copper 

Barnes VOR-TX® Ammunition loads smooth 

and fi res accurately with devastating 

double-diameter expansion. Available in 

standard rifl e, metric, dangerous game 

and handgun cartridges.

2012 Golden Bullseye Award Winner 
for Ammunition of the Year.



California Deer
Association

Fall 2014

The California Deer Association is a 
nonprofit, tax-exempt wildlife conserva-
tion organization whose principal goal 
is to improve our California deer herds 
and other wildlife through direct finan-
cial support for habitat improvement 
and research projects. Seventy-five per-
cent of the net profit from fundraising 
events goes to projects benefiting deer 
and other wildlife within California.

Founder - Alex Ramoz

Board of Directors
Jerry Springer — President

Donn Walgamuth — Vice President
Matt Rogers — Past President

Doug Brown — Director 
Rennie Cleland — Director

Ron Lara — Director 
Larry Smith — Director
Ryan Smith — Director

Chief Executive Officer
Roman Porter

Field Directors/
Chapter Development

Pat Fitzmorris - (916) 663-2861
patf@caldeer.org

Rodney Torres - (916) 761-5675
rtorres@caldeer.org

California Deer Editor
Jerry Springer

Jerry@WesternHunter.com

CDA Website — www.CalDeer.org
Elizabeth Keller 

webmaster@CalDeer.org

California Deer Association
1431 N. Market Blvd., Ste. 1

Sacramento, CA 95834
1 844 CAL-DEER

  www.CalDeer.org

California Deer magazine is published four 
times a year by California Deer Association. 
California Deer, copyright 2014 by California 
Deer Association. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. 
Reproduction of information appearing in 
this magazine is prohibited unless permis-
sion has been granted in writing from the 
publisher.

CDA President’s Message

Jerry Springer
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Thanks to Everyone!
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 For the last three years I have had 
the privilege of serving you as your 
CDA president. As my term ends in 
October, I want to thank the many 
great people I have had the privilege 
to meet and work with during that 
time.
 First, thanks to the CDA Board 
members with whom I have had the 
privilege to work. They have been the 
driving force to move the organiza-
tion forward, especially with their re-
cent decision to hire CDA’s first Chief 
Executive Officer, Roman Porter, and 
at the same time establish CDA’s first 
headquarters office, located in Sacra-
mento.
 Next, a big thank you to all the 
chapter chairmen and committee 
members who have done an awe-
some job of raising funds for projects 
to benefit the deer herds of California. 
Their efforts have resulted in an in-
creasing number of annual banquets 
selling out in advance and ever-in-
creasing funds available for projects. 
Their hard work bringing in dona-
tions for these events makes CDA 
banquets unique by giving them a lo-
cal flavor and not just being a carbon 
copy of all other CDA banquets.
 Pat Fitzmorris and Rodney Tor-
res, our Field Directors, have worked 
tirelessly with our chapters and 
Board. They have done an outstand-
ing job in organizing banquets and 
other events as well as assisting the 
chapter chairmen and members to 
put on first-class banquets.
 I also want to thank all of the 
members who I have had a chance to 
meet at chapter banquets and other 
events. The excitement they have 
shown and the smiles on their faces 

when I have raised my camera to take 
photos for the California Deer maga-
zine have made it fun to be at these 
events.
 I have also been fortunate to meet 
many junior hunters and their par-
ents or grandparents on CDA’s an-
nual Sharing the Tradition junior hunts 
at Tejon Ranch. Being able to ride 
along on their hunts with some of 
the best hunting guides in California, 
share the evening meals, and get to 
hear firsthand how they bagged their 
deer or pig have been times treasur-
ered. Capturing their photos as they 
sat by the results of their hunts was 
an added plus.
 Additionally, I have been able to 
work with many members of the De-
partment of Fish and Wildlife (it will 
always be Fish and Game to me). This 
has given me opportunities to listen 
to and learn of their struggles to do 
what they can for California’s wild-
life and hunters in the ever-growing 
political environment that limits them 
from exercising their professional 
knowledge for the good of all wildlife 
in this state.
 Thanks again to all of the ven-
dors, manufacturers, sporting goods 
dealers and local businesses that have 
supported CDA and continue to sup-
port CDA. Your generosity is noted 
and greatly appreciated.
 And finally, like the other CDA 
presidents before me, I couldn’t have 
done this job without the support 
of my wife. Diane has patiently put 
up with the hours, days, weeks, and 
months I have spent on the com-
puter, on the phone and in meetings 
around the state while handling CDA 
business. Though she was look-
ing forward to my retirement three 
years ago, somehow neither of us 
envisioned that becoming CDA’s 
president would be a full-time job but 
without a paycheck. (Wouldn’t trade 
the experience, though.)
 My goal when I stepped into the 
office three years ago was to leave 
the organization in a better condition 
than when I started. With everyone’s 
help, I feel confident I have done that.
 Thank You!
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CDA Opens Headquarters Office In Sacramento

Bucks protect themselves with 
their sense of smell, hearing, and 

eyesight. Once a buck like this has 
you spotted, it’s usually game over 
for the hunter.

Photograph by Ben Nuckolls.

The Cover

 The positive growth of CDA and 
the addition of a Chief Executive 
Officer have created the need for a 
physical office for our organization. 
The new office is located at 1431 N. 
Market Boulevard in Sacramento. 
This location allows staff to be in 
close proximity to the DFW head-
quarters office and many other DFW 
wildlife offices, plus it is just two 

blocks away from the DFW’s License 
and Revenue Branch. Another benefit 
is that CDA staff will now be able to 
easily attend meetings with other state 
officials and elected members of the 
legislature whose offices are located 
in or near the Capitol. Many other 
companion conservation organizations 
are also located nearby. 
 The new office will be a place 

where members can purchase CDA 
merchandise as well as get answers to 
membership questions. Our goal is to 
be more responsive to CDA members 
and others with whom CDA works. 
Staff will now also have a centralized 
location in which to conduct business 
and have a permanent location for its 
Board meetings. 

Conserving California’s Wildlife

Investing in the Future - CDA Scholarships
 This year CDA’s Board of Directors was pleased to award four $2,500 
scholarships to students working to earn higher education degrees in Re-
source Management or Wildlife Biology related fields. The following individ-
uals were the scholarship winners.

Hanna Daele Gomes - Hanna is from Fort Jones, California. She is a Fisheries 
and Wildlife major at Oregon State University. 
Alicia Nicole Liddle - Alicia is from San Juan Bautista, California. She plans 
on receiving her degree in Animal Science from Foothill College.
Blaine Daniel Roles - Blaine is from Biggs, California. He plans on receiving 
his degree in Wildlife Management from Humboldt State University after at-
tending Yuba Community College.
Chad Jacob Wilhite - Chad is from Eureka, California. He plans on receiving 
his degree in Wildlife Management from Humboldt State University after at-
tending College of the Redwoods.

Note: Information on available CDA scholarships for 2015 will appear on the 
CDA website and in the 2015 Spring and Summer issues of California Deer. 

The CDA Scholarship Fund was made possible by the generous donation of the 
Danny Smith Jr. family.

Look for Us
on the Internet!

Our Website 
caldeer.org

Facebook
California Deer

Association
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New for 2014 are the Howa Hogue® Kryptek™ rifles. Combining 

Howa’s exceptional accuracy with Kryptek’s unique camo patterns, 

these rifles provide every hunter the ultimate firearm of choice. This fully 

dipped heavy barrel package is available in short action, .223, .308 

and .22-250. This truly is a fantastic rifle without the heavy price tag.

THE MOST TRUSTED NAME IN THE SHOOTING INDUSTRY.

Proudly distributed by:

The perfect blend.

LEGACYSPORTS.COM800.553.4229
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Who Reads CaliforniaDeer?
Michael 
Waddell, 
the Bone 
Collector, 
does!

Michael 
Waddell 
got his 
start in the 
hunting 
industry 
by winning 
a Realtree 
turkey call-
ing contest. 
Later he 
became a 
camera-

man for 
Realtree. Not many years later he was the star of the 
TV show “Realtree Road Trips.” Today Waddell has 
the Michael Waddell Bone Collector TV show on the 
Outdoor Channel, Bone Collector branded gear, and 
the Michael Waddell Bone Collector Apparel Collec-
tion, plus his hunting blog and videos. Waddell is all 
things hunting and more!

      CDA appreciates all of our members, and to show 
that, every three months we select a current CDA 
member at random to be the winner of a new rifle. Our 
latest winner is Peggy Rathbun from Soledad. Peggy 
is member of the Salinas Valley Chapter. Peggy won 
a complete Howa rifle package in .270. The rifle has a 
two-stage trigger system. Both the scope and rifle are in 
Kings Camo. The scope is 3-10x42.
      Remember, you need only to be a current CDA 
member to be automatically entered in each drawing. 
Here is hoping that you will be the lucky member who 
we call after our next drawing this coming December.
      Thank you to all our CDA members for your sup-
port.

Member Appreciation Winner!
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Chapter    Date    Contact
Redding     1/17/15   Bob Van Horn (530) 941-1663
Santa Rosa     1/17/15   Mike Deas (707) 756-2045
Turlock    1/17/15   Michael A. Sealy (209) 605-0014
Mother Lode (Placerville)  2/07/15   Pat Fitzmorris (530) 632-2091
Tulare Ducks & Bucks  2/20/15   Mike Knox (559) 358-1258
Kern River Valley (Lake Isabella)  2/28/15    Bill Stonebarger (760) 379-2804 
Woodland     2/28/15   Kevin Bottimore (530) 908-0716 
Gridley     3/07/15    Mark Dalrymple (530) 531-5437
San Jose     3/07/15    Bill Otto (408) 258-9806
Merced    3/14/15   Rodney Torres (916) 761-5675
Tulelake/Butte Valley    3/14/15   Heath Wright (530) 567-5774 
Diablo Blacktail (Concord)  3/20/15    Dave Hunter (925) 200-0449
         Phil Buscaglia (925) 766-0538
Chico      3/21/15    Kurt Steindorf (530) 570-5229
Bakersfield    3/21/15   Lisa Laughlin (661) 397-5346
Salinas Valley (King City)   3/28/15    Clem Albertoni (831) 678-3297 
Antelope Valley (Lancaster)  4/11/15   Tim Burress (760) 382-5180
Mount Shasta    4/11/15   Mike Burns (530) 859-2899
         Trent Willis (707) 338-7820 
Lodi     4/18/15   Pete Reed (209) 329-6920 
South County (Santa Clara County) 4/18/15    Rodney Torres (916) 761-5675
North Valley (Colusa)   4/25/15    Pat Fitzmorris (530) 632-2091
Mount St. Helena (Calistoga)  5/01/15   Pat Fitzmorris (530) 632-2091
Central Valley (Fresno)   5/02/15    Mike Foxen (559) 259-1567 
Redwood Coast (Eureka)   5/09/15    Tim Pricer (707) 599-2216
Westside (Gustine)    5/09/15    Anthony Castro (209) 854-6709 
Central Coast (Paso Robles)   5/16/15   Larry Smith (805) 423-5925
Southern California    5/30/15   Dave Mahosky (951) 237-0573
Eastern Sierra (Bishop)   6/27/15    Doug Brown (760) 937-7963 
Placer County (Loomis)   TBA     Brian Azevedo (916) 295-4883 
Western Sierra (Sonora)   TBA     John Kiefer (209) 962-6593

CDA Banquets 
Mark Your Calendars and Get Ready for Fun in 2015
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Blacktails in the Valley - A CDA Funded Project
 If you have ever driven on 
Interstate 5 near Santa Nella and 
looked to the east, you might think 
of the waterfowl hunting oppor-
tunities that the area offers. Grass-
lands and wetlands in the valley are 
home to many duck clubs and ref-
uges. But do you think of blacktail 
deer and deer hunting in this area? 
Probably not… but CDA has recent-
ly joined in funding a U.S. Fish & 
Wildlife project named, Black-tailed 
Deer Population Assessment within 
the Grasslands Ecological Area. 
 The purpose of this project is to 
obtain a reliable baseline estimate 
of the black-tailed deer population 
within the Grasslands Ecologi-
cal Areas (GEA). The distribution, 
abundance, density, age structure 
and sex ratios are deer popula-
tion characteristics needed to be 
known in order to make informed 
future management decisions. For 
example, if the deer population is 
found to be well established and/
or increasing, the California Depart-
ment of Fish and Wildlife (DFW) 
may decide to explore new hunting 
opportunities for the public. 
 The GEA lies completely within 
Merced County and consists of over 
210,000 acres of managed uplands, 
wetlands and riparian habitat. It is 

located within Deer Zone A and pri-
vate land deer hunts have occurred 
in previous years. Much of the GEA 
is public lands (federal wildlife 
refuges and state wildlife areas) sur-
rounded by privately owned duck 
clubs. 
 Deer were extirpated (ceased to 
exist) from the San Joaquin Valley 
floor more than 30 years ago. Resi-
dent deer were present in a notice-

able population into the mid-1960s 
with the last observed deer along 
the San Joaquin River on San Luis 
National Wildlife Refuge (NWR) 
reported in the mid-1970s. Deer 
from the coastal foothills were able 
to move through the valley floor 
prior to the construction of the 
Delta Mendota Canal. Reports sug-
gest that after the installation of the 
canal system, deer movement from 
the coastal foothills to the valley 
floor was greatly restricted. 
 Deer were reintroduced into 
the GEA from 2004-2007 in the two 
habitat ranges designated within 
lands east and west of Highway 
165. Within the eastern range, 57 
deer were introduced over three 
years. The eastern herd appears 
to have subsequently established 
a healthy population within the 
available riparian habitat, with ob-
servations of fawns reported dur-
ing many of the 10 years since the 
first releases. Biological monitoring 
of the population is required to 
estimate the abundance and occu-
pancy of the eastern herd. Informa-
tion about habitat use will facilitate 
management decisions at the San 
Luis NWR. Additionally, assessing 
population growth and movement 



California Deer          9

will allow managers to monitor the 
herd’s response to hunter harvest 
on adjacent private lands. 
 CDA funds for this project will 
be used to purchase 20 trail cam-
eras, data cards, reusable batteries, 
and mounting equipment. All data 
collection and analysis will be per-
formed by USFWS and DFW. This 
project will run from Fall 2014 until 
Spring 2016. 
 Note: Funds from the sale of 
deer tags to hunters were used in 
order to accomplish the reintro-
duction in 2004-2007.

Photos in this article show DFW 
personnel during the capture and 
reintroduction process in the years of 
2004-2007.

Your CDA Funds at Work!

For Sale 
Mustang Canyon Ranch

A-Zone Deer, Wild Pigs, Turkeys, Bobcats and 
more....

Location: Western Stanislaus County bordering the 
Henry Coe State Park.
Acreage: Approximately 1330 acres.
Access: Easement from Interstate 5 at Sullivan Road.
Structures: Nice fishing cabin on the lake. Quaint 
newer cabin in a nice setting on the lake.
Water: Ranch lakes, springs and creeks. The ranch lake 
near the cabin is quite large - great for recreation, swim-
ming and fishing.
Use: This property is perfect for family get-togethers, 
vacations, and hunting trips. It has all the amenities of 
a home along with your own private paradise. Come 
for the day or spend a week. Fish in the big lake or 
bird watch. Go horseback riding. Hike into the Henry 
Coe State Park. Become a cattle rancher and raise your 
own beef. Go hunting - this ranch has a good popula-
tion of large deer and there are wild pigs and turkeys 
too. The possibilities are endless and so is the beauty 
and versatility of this property. If you are looking for 
a property with all the class and beauty of a Montana 
cabin or a Lake Tahoe home, this could be it.  From San 
Jose or Monterey, you can drive to the property in about 
two hours. 

Roads: There are many miles of ranch 
roads throughout the property.

Henry Coe State Park: This 
property adjoins the Henry Coe 
State Park. There are no motorized 
vehicles, nor is hunting allowed 
within the park. Hiking, fishing, 
backpacking, and horseback riding 
are allowed in some areas of the 
park.

For more information or to make 
an appointment to view this property, 
please contact:
John Brigantino (831) 801-0154        
Price: $2,200,000
http://www.sanbenitorealty.net/Proper-
tyListing.aspx?ListingID=111

Enjoy the Freedom: Be able to hunt, 
fish, hike, ride ATVs, relax and more 
with friends and family on your own 
property... even run some cattle if you 
like. 
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Anti-Hunters Rejoicing: 
Study Shows Lead Ban Ammunition Law to Have a Significant Negative 
Effect on Hunters

 At September’s Fish and Game Commission’s Wildlife 
Resources Committee meeting,  Rob Southwick, president 
of Southwick Associates, presented a study on the eco-
nomic and supply issues associated with requiring Califor-
nia hunters to switch to alternative ammunition composed 
of metals other than lead. This study was conducted by 
Southwick Associates, which is the leader in hunting, 
shooting and fishing market statistics and economics. 
 After looking at the information presented in this 
study, it is clear that if Governor Brown’s and others’ intent 
when AB 711, the Lead Ban Bill, was signed into law was 
to further weaken California’s economy and deal another 
blow to its hunters and wildlife, they will have succeeded. 
The governor and the author of AB 711 must have real-
ized how large the negative effects this law would have on 
hunters – California’s true conservationists – and yet they 
have gone forward with it. 
 There are so many problems on the horizon with AB 
711’s implementation that the law needs to be changed to 
correct the problems it will create. We will now share with 
you just some of the study’s facts. 

1. Via a survey, major U.S. ammunition manufacturers 
report that a ban on traditional ammunition with lead 
components in California for hunting would translate to 
substantially higher prices:
● Centerfire: up 284%
● Rimfire: up 294%
● Shotshells: up 387% 
 
2. Based on a survey of California hunters, higher 
ammunition prices will drive 36 percent of California 
hunters to stop hunting or reduce their participation. 
Thirteen percent of California hunters report they 
would stop hunting as a result of the higher prices 
(37,419 fewer hunters). An additional 10 percent were 
unsure if they would continue to hunt and another 23 
percent said they would likely hunt less than in recent 
years. NOTE: For the rest of this analysis, we only 
assume a loss of 13 percent of hunters to maintain 
conservative estimates, unless otherwise noted.

3. Alternative ammunition in some calibers is available 
to some degree at retail, although it only makes up a very 
small percentage of annual ammunition manufacturing. Of 
the alternative ammunition that is produced, not all is for 
hunting purposes. Steel core ammunition, for example, is 
produced for target shooting. Of all ammunition produced, 
the following percentages are alternative:
● 0.5% of rimfire rifle ammunition production
● 5.3% of centerfire ammunition production
● 24% of shotshells produced

4. The most critical impacts from the proposed 
ammunition prohibitions will be associated with rimfire. 
Manufacturers report an inability to increase rimfire 
production. Currently, only 0.5% of rimfire is produced 
using alternative metals and most of those are designated 
for indoor and specialty uses – not for the mass hunting 
market. These manufacturers are very small in size, and 
unable to ramp up to the levels required in California so 
it is not possible to increase production for rimfire rifle 
ammunition. Considering rimfire’s primary application 
for small-game hunting and its widespread use by 
young hunters, the loss of rimfire rounds to California 
hunters will have serious impacts on short- and long-term 
participation in hunting. 

5. For centerfire ammunition, given the ongoing 
national shortage of ammunition, manufacturers report 
very little extra capacity and specialized machinery 
are available to expand production of alternative 
ammunition. Manufacturers report production of 
alternative ammunition can only increase 5.5% for 
centerfire ammunition. Data are not available for shotshell 
production. 
 
6. California is one of the top states for hunting, ranking 
#8 nationally in terms of total spending by hunters. If all 
hunters were to switch to alternative ammunition, with no 
drop in hunting participation caused by higher prices and 
other factors, the demand in California for the following 
calibers will exceed national production or require a large 
portion of national production of all alternative substitutes, 
causing shortages and canceled hunting trips:
● .22 rimfire demand in California will exceed the entire 
U.S. production of alternative .22 rounds by 472% 
● .17 rimfire demand in California will exceed the entire 
U.S. production of alternative .17 rounds by 263%
● 8mm demand in California will exceed the entire 
production of U.S. alternative 8mm rounds by 1,094%
● .204 demand in California will exceed the entire U.S. 
production of alternative .204 rounds by 563%
● .270 demand in California currently equals 40% of the 
entire U.S. production of alternative .270 rounds.
● 30-30 demand in California will exceed the entire U.S. 
production of alternative 30-30 rounds by 108%
● .308 demand in California currently equals 14% of the 
entire U.S. production of alternative .308 rounds.
● .35 demand in California will exceed the entire U.S. 
production of alternative .35 rounds by 155%
● 30-06 demand in California currently equals 24% of the 
entire U.S. production of alternative 30-06 rounds. 
● For all other rounds, sources for alternative 
ammunition were not identified and therefore not available 
in commercial quantities. 
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7. The projected reduction of hunters by 13% (37,419 
hunters) will reduce economic activity in California. Losses 
will include:
● 1,868 jobs
● $68.7 million in salaries and wages, 
● $13.9 million in state and local tax revenue and 
● $5.8 million of federal tax revenues. 
 
8. Individual hunters and some businesses will suffer 
economically. Wildlife and all who enjoy wildlife in any 
manner also will suffer as hunters’ licenses and excise 
taxes on firearms and ammunition are the primary funding 
source for the California Department of Fish and Wildlife’s 
conservation efforts. The expected decreases in hunters 
and their spending will cause a direct loss of at least $2.7 
million in revenue (a loss of 11%) from reduced license 
sales and a $695,000 reduction in its allocation of excise tax 
revenues (a 5.7% loss) from the federal Wildlife Restoration 
Trust Fund. These funds benefit all wildlife, not just game 
species.

The study concluded that prohibiting the use of lead 
ammunition will have significant effects on the state’s 
economy, wildlife conservation and hunters’ ability to 
enjoy the outdoors. These negative impacts need to be 
carefully considered by those responsible for the well-
being of California’s residents and wildlife. 

What this means to California hunters 
 Based on manufacturers representing 95% to 99% of 
all ammunition produced in the U.S., the following are just 
some of the results from the study. (See 6 on previous page 
for actual percentages.) 
● Current consumption of alternative (nonlead) rimfire 
.17 and .22 ammunition by California’s hunters is greater 
than the entire production potential in the U.S. 
● California’s demand for calibers such as .204, 8mm, .35 
and 30-30, would exceed global production capacity. 
● The .270, .308 and 30-06 calibers would be in critically 
short supply if only alternative (nonlead) ammunition 
is required of California hunters. Statistics for all other 
calibers are not yet available. 
● NOTE: While not part of this study, firsthand 
experience with CDA’s Sharing the Tradition Junior Hunts 
has shown that .243 nonlead ammunition has been very 
difficult to find.



Salinas Valley Chapter Committee 
member Mark Pepple was hunting 

on the opening day of the X3b Zone 
in October 2013 near Cedarville 

when he spotted this buck. It was a 
heavy bodied, 25” wide 4x3 mule 
deer buck that was still in velvet. 

He took the buck while it was on the 
move with a quartering-away heart 

shot at 323 yards using a 30-06.

Attention CDA Members!
Share your days afield with other mem-
bers by emailing your photos to Jerry@
WesternHunter.com.14 California Deer

Members Afield
Jennifier Boseman shows off the result of being 
the high bidder for a 2014 DFW Antelope 
Fundraising tag at the CDA San Jose Chap-
ter’s banquet. She took her antelope on opening 
day in August. The rifle she used was one that 
was auctioned at the San Jose Chapter’s 2014 
banquet. It was a Kimber Select with a CDA 
emblem on its magazine plate. The rifle was 
rebarreled to 7mm WSM. Her shot was 296 
yards. This was the best buck they saw in two 
days of scouting in Lassen County before the 
season opened. He had a harem of at least 20 
does she had to work around to get her shot. 
 
Nice cap and t-shirt, Jennifier!

Peggy Rathbun was hunting on a 
private ranch in the Soledad area dur-
ing the 2014 A Zone season when she 
spotted this 18-inch wide by 16-inch 
high forkhorn. Shooting her Weatherby 
Vanguard .300 WSM loaded with Win-
chester Supreme 180-grain Fail Safe 
eTips, she dropped the buck at 200 yards 
while it was standing in trees.
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Deborah Penhale practiced 
over and over on long-range 
targets before her 2014 Nevada 
antelope hunt. Without that 
practice she never would have 
taken the shot that allowed her 
to put her tag on this buck with 
15-inch horns, 7.5-inch bases 
and 5-inch prongs. Shoot-
ing a Howa 20” Lightweight 
7mm-08 with a Vortex scope, 
she dropped her antelope at 568 
yards with one shot. Days of 
target practice really paid off 
for Deborah!

Paul Smith waited eight years to draw an 
X5a tag, but it was worth the wait. On 
opening day, October 5, 2013, he took this 
trophy. His buck is a 7x7 that measures 
30 1/2” wide. It field-dressed at 245 
pounds; carcass weight was 195. Gross 
Boone and Crockett score is 191 4/8, final 
score 173 1/8 after deductions. One well-
placed shot behind the shoulder with a 
Ruger #1 in .35 Whelen did the trick.

James Rogers from CDA’s Gridley 
Chapter took this antelope on the last 
weekend of the northeastern California 
season. His 250-yard shot with a 7mm 
shooting 154-grain Hornady bullet was 
all he needed.
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Field N
otes

Let’s Work Together!

 As I write this, we are in the 
middle of the fire season and once 
again it is a rough one! There are 
wildland fires in many areas of the 
northern and central part of the state. 
The drought continues in California 
and vast areas remain susceptible for 
a burn.
 Many forested areas of the state 
do actually need and would benefit 
from a controlled fire. Fire is a natu-
ral phenomenon that opens up the 
canopy, clears decadent brush and 
gets more sunlight to the ground to 
benefit the forbs, shrubs, and grasses 
that deer need for their nutritional 
requirements. CDA funds many 
prescribed-burn fire habitat projects. 
In the last couple of years, however, 
natural fires have done some of this 
work for us. Healthier deer habitat is 
the ultimate result.
 Prescribed fire can have other 
benefits as well. The front page of the 
Redding Record Searchlight newspa-
per recently featured this headline, 

Control burn credited with stopping 
fast-moving Weaverville fire; Oregon 
Fire reaches 90 percent containment
 A controlled burn that CDA 
funded was credited for reducing fuel 
in the fire’s path so that firefighters 
could more easily control the burn. 
Alex Cousins, manager of the Trinity 
County Resource Conservation Dis-
trict, had this to say about the fire.
 The last fire to burn on Oregon 
Mountain took several days to put out 
and burned about 1,600 acres while 
this fire was held to about a third of 
that size and was knocked down in a 
matter of hours. This was due in large 
part to the fire prevention work done 
last year, with much of the work paid 
for by the California Deer Association. 
Clearing underbrush and thick stands 
of trees also improved the habitat for 
deer.
 Wow! Evidence that prescribed 
fire designed to improve wildlife habi-
tat can improve public safety at the 
same time as well!
 On another note… As a hunter/
conservationist, do you ever feel like 
an endangered species? Let me elabo-
rate. Only .7% of our state population 
currently hunts. In 1969, 750,000 hunt-
ing licenses were sold in California. 
Today, fewer than 300,000 are annu-
ally sold despite our state’s population 
drastically expanding.
 My dad started teaching me to 
hunt when I was just 7 or 8. Memories 
of camping in the Sierras before open-
ing day of deer season and waking up 
before dawn to hike to the top of the 
mountain are treasured in my mind. 
Hunting pheasants as a kid in the Sac-
ramento Valley with our black Labra-
dor charging through cattails flushing 
a loud, cackling rooster pheasant will 
always be something I reflect on with 
fondness.

 If we are going to be relevant in 
the future and if wildlife and outdoor 
recreation are going to continue, we 
need to get more folks into our ranks. 
Hunters have been the leaders in 
habitat restoration and protection. 
We have steered the ship and paid 
the bills. Hunters have fought and 
paid for open space, healthy public 
land, habitat restoration, habitat 
preservation, and wetland protection. 
I challenge all of our members to do 
what they can to recruit new hunters 
and CDA members.  We post Hunter 
Safety courses, our chapter banquets, 
and youth hunts on our website at 
caldeer.org. Together, we can make 
a huge difference just by getting 
involved and getting more folks in-
terested in the outdoor sports and the 
CDA.
 Many chapters are having meet-
ings and getting things planned for 
our 2015 banquet season. Most of 
our income currently comes from 
fundraising banquets and 75% of 
these dollars are spent on projects 
that benefit deer and therefore other 
wildlife. Please support your local 
CDA chapter and banquet, and get 
involved. If you don’t have a local 
chapter close to you, let’s talk about 
getting one started! You can call me 
at (530) 632-2091 or Rodney Torres at 
(916) 761-5675 to discuss this any-
time. Thank you so much to everyone 
who gives their time and resources 
to benefit California’s deer and other 
wildlife. We couldn’t accomplish 
what we are doing at CDA without 
all of us working together.
 Best regards, and I hope every-
one is having a great fall and hunting 
season.

Pat Fitzmorris
CDA Field Director

CDA Adds New Chapter in Placerville
 Here is your chance to join the committee of CDA’s newest chapter, 
which is located in Placerville, California. 
 Their first fundraising banquet will be held on February 7, 2015 at the 
American Legion Hall in Placerville. 
 If you live in the area or have friends in the area, here is your chance to 
get together with fellow hunters and do some good for California’s deer herds 
at the same time.
For more information contact: 
Pat Fitzmorris -- CDA Field Director 
(530) 632-2091 -- patf@caldeer.org

CDA Wants You!

Join a Chapter 
Committee

Or
Start a Chapter

Call 
1 844 CAL-DEER
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California Bucks

Have a nice photo of California bucks? Share it 
with other CDA members in California Deer by 
emailing it to Jerry@WesternHunter.com.

Photo by Ben Nuckolls

Photo by John Mc Millan

Photo by Connie Johle

Photo by Lennis Janzen - Crooked Horn Outfitters
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2014 CDA Banquets!
Lodi Chapter
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Salinas Valley Chapter

2014 CDA Banquets!

We’re Having 
Fun!!!
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How to Tell the Body Condition of Deer

 Is the buck you just put your tag 
on in poor, fair or good condition? 
The buck looks good, but are you just 
looking at its rack? How would you 
know?
 Most hunters are not biologists. 
If you take a few minutes to study 
the photos and information which we  
extracted from a DFW publication, 
however, you will have a better idea. 
The booklet is California Deer Condi-
tion Index: A Field Technique for Scoring 
Body Condition by Michael N. Oliver 
of UC Davis. 
 According to the publication, 
deer exhibit body fat reserves in dif-
fering amounts and locations. Season-
ally, fat is accumulated when forage 
quantity and quality are high; it is 
later used as an energy source when 
forage quality and quantity are low. 
If the animal depletes its fat reserves, 
the next energy source utilized is its 
body musculature. 
 The first fat deposition occurs 
at the base of the heart and within 
the coronary groove. As the ani-

mal’s body condition improves, fat is 
sequentially deposited on the peri-
cardium, in the omentum, around the 
kidneys, and finally in the subcutane-
ous areas on the rump and brisket. 
Subcutaneous fat deposition first 
occurs as a spreading over these areas 
and then becomes increasingly thicker. 
 As the animal declines in condi-
tion, fat utilization typically proceeds 
in reverse order. The color of fat can 
serve as an indication of its deposition 
or utilization status: white when it is 
being deposited, and yellow or even 
red when it is being utilized. 
 If all fat reserves are consumed, 
muscle tissue is the next to be broken 
down as a source of energy. The first 
muscles to be metabolized are those 
of the rear legs. These muscles have 
a rounded appearance in animals in 
good condition. As a deer’s condition 
declines, skeletal features become 
more prominent as the fullness of the 
muscles diminish and hip bones, back-
bone, and ribs become more visible. 
 While this article 
will not go into the 
complete scoring of 
the animal’s condition, 
you will notice that 
the photos each have 
numbers on them. 
Those numbers relate 
to the condition of the 
body part exhibited 
in the photos. 0 = no 
visible fat, 5 = small 
amount of fat, 10 = 
moderate amount of 
fat, 15 = heavy amount 
of fat. The condition 
of the rump muscula-
ture has the following 
scores: 0 = obvious 
muscle wastage, bones 
prominent, 5 = evi-
dence of musculature 
being utilized, 10 = 
full musculature. 
 If you want to 
evaluate the condition 
of your deer, follow 
the photos in order 
after you have opened 

the abdominal and chest cavities, 
being careful not to cut through the 
viscera (insides or guts). This should 
give some additional knowledge re-
garding the condition of the deer you 
have taken.

The omentum is the membrane which surrounds • 
and attaches to the outer portions of the intestines, 
rumen compartments and other viscera.
It is best evaluated by carefully peeling it off of the • 
viscera and spreading it out on a smooth surface 
(plastic sheet or hood of a vehicle).
Note the “veins” of fat and how thick they are • 
compared to these reference photos.

Pictured is a buck in very good body 
condition. Notice the heavy layer of fat 
from the rump, down the backbone and 
along its sides.

Photo by John M
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Remove either the right or left • 
kidney.
The kidney can, however, have • 
different degrees of visible fat 
depending on whether the dorsal 
or ventral side is held in view.
For the sake of consistency, score • 
the side which has the most fat.

The pericardium is the sack that • 
contains the heart.
The pericardium can have signifi-• 
cantly different degrees of visible 
fat depending on whether the left 
or the right side of the heart is 
held in view.
For the sake of consistency, score • 
the side which has the most fat.

Remove the heart from the peri-• 
cardium.
To eliminate confusion, always • 
score the side of the heart which 
displays the most fat; this will 
typically be the left side.
Note the occurrence of fat on • 
the tip of the heart, the width 
and length of fat in the coronary 
groove, and the amount of fat on 
top of the heart.

As with the rump, carefully • 
remove the hide covering the 
brisket and avoid confusing fascia 
with fat.
Fat is first deposited on the most • 
forward and middle portions of 
the brisket.
As condition improves, deposition • 
occurs along the midline in the 
direction of the animal’s belly.
Then, as fat increases in thickness, • 
additional fat is deposited up the 
sides of the chest.

Carefully remove the hide cover-• 
ing the rump and tailhead so that 
fat is left on the carcass rather 
than on the hide.
Note that fascia, a thin sheet of • 
whitish tissue, is present between 
or on the body and the skin – it 
should not be confused with fat.
Fat is first deposited in the depres-• 
sions on both sides of the base of 
the tail. As condition improves, 
deposition occurs farther along 
the spinal area toward the ani-
mal’s head.
Then, as this fat increases in thick-• 
ness, additional fat is deposited 
farther forward along the spine 
and down both sides of the rump.

As rump muscle is utilized as a • 
protein or energy source, its shape 
changes from a full, rounded (con-
vex) appearance to a more flat, 
and eventually sunken (concave) 
appearance.
Bones of the spine and hips be-• 
come more prominent as condi-
tion declines.



20 California Deer

Ask the DFW 
By Carrie Wilson

Deer Hunting Zones 
 
Question: What is the history of the 
deer hunting zones in California and 
how were they formed and decided 
upon? 
 
Answer: California deer zones were 
originally developed in 1978 to re-
duce deer hunting pressure in certain 
areas of the state. 
 
They came about in the late 1940s and 
early 1950s, when there was a tremen-
dous demand for lumber to satisfy a 
growing demand for housing. Timber 
harvest created large areas of early 
successional habitat upon which mule 
and black-tailed deer thrived. 
 
By the 1960s and 1970s, changing 
land use practices began to change 
the landscape. Fire suppression, 
grazing and commercial/residential 
development projects caused the loss 
or degradation of deer habitat. With 
the reduced areas of deer habitat (and 
land available for hunting), the result 
meant higher concentrations of hunt-
ers in certain areas. 
 
By the winter of 1966-67, significant 
decreases in deer numbers were 
also observed as land use practices 
changed and deer habitat was lost. 
These low deer numbers were likely 
due to a combination of factors in-
cluding habitat loss and degradation, 
and severe winter conditions. 
 
Harvest numbers continued to show 
a downward trend into the 1970s and 
it was during this time that CDFW 
began to implement more conserva-
tive deer hunting regulations. 
 
Fewer deer and intense hunter pres-
sure (particularly on mule deer) re-
quired new conservation measures to 
sustain deer populations. To relieve 
hunting pressure on mule deer, the 
decision was made to go to a zone 
system. 
 
In 1978, CDFW used the best avail-

able information (along with the pub-
lic’s input) to establish hunt zones that 
reflected the biological needs of the 
state’s 81 deer herds and their associ-
ated habitats. 
 
Currently, California has 44 hunt 
zones with some designated as premi-
um hunts available through a lottery 
system. The zone/tag quota system 
currently in place is the result of the 
changes that began in 1978. 
 
Deer Hunting from a Porch 
 
Question: I have a house on five acres 
in Northern California and have some 
really nice bucks on my land. Every 
day they come within a few feet of my 
house and graze on my garden and 
plants. If I purchase an A Zone tag 
this year, can I legally shoot a deer on 
my land from my house or porch? My 
house is situated more than 200 yards 
from any other property or house, and 
it is outside the city limits. 
 
Answer: Yes. The safety zone law 
prohibits shooting within 150 yards 
of any occupied dwelling without the 
permission of the occupant. As long 
as it is otherwise legal to discharge 
a firearm in this area (e.g. not in the 
city limits or not prohibited by county 
ordinance), then go for it! 
 
Deer Hunting in an Area Closed 
Following a Fire 
 
Question: My son and I have drawn 
G37 tags. We have been trying for 15 
years to draw this once-in-a-lifetime 
hunt. My concern is that the U.S. For-
est Service (USFS) has closed a big 
portion of this area because of the Rim 
Fire and the El Portal Fire. Is there 
anything that the California Depart-
ment of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) can 
do to get these closed areas open? We 
don’t want to exchange our G37 tags, 
we would like the USFS to open the 
closed areas that are in the G37 Zone 
that burned. We and the other hunt-
ers would appreciate whatever CDFW 
can do for us. 
 
Answer: Unfortunately, there’s noth-
ing CDFW can do to require them 
to reopen the burned area. The fire 

closures are implemented whenever 
the USFS decides they are warranted. 
The best we can do is to refer you to 
the USFS district office so you can 
talk directly to those making the 
decisions. That might be your best 
hope. 
 
And regarding your tags, even if you 
did want to exchange your tags, there 
are no refunds for deer tags. There 
are no exchanges for premium tags 
either. We can exchange restricted 
and unrestricted deer tags provided 
the following: 1) the earliest sea-
son for their zone has not already 
started, 2) tag quota for the tag they 
want to exchange is not yet filled, 3) 
tags remain in the zone they want 
to exchange for, and 4) you pay the 
current exchange fee. For more de-
tails, please check California Code of 
Regulations Title 14, section 708.14(j). 
 
White-tailed Deer in California 
 
Question: Will California ever intro-
duce white-tailed deer here? If not, 
why? If you did, you could possibly 
sell more tags and have a hunt later 
in the season. Also, why not have a 
draw for special late-season archery 
hunts in the D7 area that would run 
into the rut or even past the rut or a 
doe hunt in this area? I know several 
people who have said if they were of-
fered a doe tag or buck tag and could 
only get one of the two, they would 
take a doe tag. Wouldn’t this help 
with the doe-to-buck ratio? 
 
Answer: No. White-tailed deer are 
not native and would be competing 
with native deer for already-limited 
habitat. According to CDFW Deer 
Program Manager Craig Stowers, 
if native deer are on the decline, 
introduced white-tailed deer would 
likely not do any better. Addition-
ally, white-tailed deer carry diseases 
and parasites that native deer have 
no defenses against. They also would 
have a hugely negative impact on 
agriculture in this state. Given that, 
farmers in the Central Valley would 
likely not be too pleased with us for 
introducing that species here. 
 
Regarding creating a late-season hunt 
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in D7, CDFW’s management strategy 
in that zone is to maximize oppor-
tunity. Unfortunately, late-season 
hunting is not one of the opportuni-
ties available. 
 
While CDFW generally authorizes 
them, antlerless hunts are often 
determined by county jurisdiction. 
For more on doe hunts, please see 
the August 28, 2008 California Out-
doors column  (www.dfg.ca.gov/
QandA/2008/20080828.asp). 
 
Hunting During the Rut 
 
Question: While watching hunting 
shows on TV, I see that most of them 
are hunting during the rut. Why can’t 
deer and elk hunters in California 
also hunt during the rut? 
 
Answer: It’s all about providing 
more hunting opportunities to more 
people. According to Deer Program 
Manager Craig Stowers, seasons are 
set with certain harvest objectives 
in mind. Later in the season as the 
animals go into the rut (breeding pe-
riod), they become more bold in their 
attempts to find a mate and are thus 
easier to hunt. If the season was held 
during the rut, the hunter harvest 
success rate would be higher, and 
fewer hunters would be able to hunt 
before the harvest objectives were 
reached. 
 
Hunter survey data shows most 
hunters simply want an opportunity 
to hunt. The archery and gun seasons 
begin in different zones around the 
state in July and August, respective-
ly. By starting the season early and 
allowing it to run until late fall when 
the animals are just going into the 
rut, more hunters have more oppor-
tunities to participate. 
 
In addition to regular-season hunts, 
there are also several special late-
season hunts offered that are timed to 
take place during the rut. These are 
highly sought-after tags, though, and 
they are distributed only through the 
big-game drawing. Most of Califor-
nia’s deer hunting takes place well 
before the rut begins (general seasons 
are timed to close about a month 

before the rut gets started) for two 
reasons: 
 
1) Hunting during the rut greatly 
reduces hunter opportunity (hunting 
success rate is higher and so fewer 
tags can be issued to achieve the har-
vest objectives). 
 
2) To create the least amount of dis-
turbance possible during this critical 
phase of the deer life cycle. 
 
The bottom line is that deer managers 
try to strike a balance between provid-
ing hunter opportunity and success 
while not exceeding harvest objectives. 
 
Hunting on Non-Posted, Fenced 
Property
 
Question: Can I hunt on property that 
is fenced but not posted with “No 
Hunting” signs without specific per-
mission from the landowner? 
 
Answer: No, it is unlawful to tres-
pass onto property for the purpose 
of discharging any firearm or taking 
birds or mammals without the written 
permission of the landowner or other 
authorized person. In cases involving 
publicly owned property (game ref-
uges, state wildlife areas, etc.), specific 
written permission may or may not be 
required. 
 
The law does not require that signs 
be posted on the property in all cases. 
For instance, unfenced property that is 
under cultivation would be excluded 
(FGC Section 2016). A simple guide-
line is to respect crops, fences and 
signs, and in any other circumstance 
that makes you wonder about hunter 
access, seek out the landowner and 
ask for permission. 
 
According to Game Warden DeWayne 
Little, there is case law that states that 
a bullet or an arrow may be consid-
ered to be an extension of a person; 
therefore, a person shooting into 
private property could be committing 
a trespass even without physically 
entering the property. And, if you 
wound an animal where it is legal for 
you to hunt and the animal then goes 
onto property where you do not have 

legal access, you cannot enter the 
land to retrieve the animal until you 
obtain permission from the landown-
er or his designee. 
 
Nonlead for all hunting on a wild-
life area 
 
Question: I won a G12 deer tag this 
year (either sex, shotgun only, Gray 
Lodge Wildlife Area). Because this 
is a popular waterfowl hunting area, 
am I legally allowed to use lead slugs 
or do I need to use nonlead slugs? 
 
Answer: Yes, you may use lead slugs. 
In 2014, the use of lead slugs to hunt 
on state wildlife areas is not prohib-
ited. However, this may be the last 
year that you can use lead ammuni-
tion for big game at the Gray Lodge 
Wildlife Area. 
 
In 2013, Assembly Bill 711 was ap-
proved by the governor and chap-
tered into law by the secretary of 
state. 
 
AB 711 added several sections to the 
Fish and Game Code, one of which 
(3005.5(b)) requires a complete ban 
on the use of lead ammunition when 
taking wildlife for any purposes 
anywhere in the state by July 1, 2019. 
This section also requires the Fish 
and Game Commission to develop a 
phase-in regulation by July 1, 2015, 
designed to impose the least burden 
on California’s hunters while still 
implementing the intent of the law. 
 
For more information regarding im-
plementation of AB 711, please go to 
www.dfg.ca.gov/wildlife/hunting/
lead-free/.

Note: Also see the article on pages 
10-11 regarding the adverse effect
AB 711 will have on hunters and 
hunting in California.

Do you have questions 
for the DFW? 
Email them to Jerry@
Westernhunter.com



22 California Deer

CDA Donation Continues to Make 
a Difference
 In 2013, CDA donated its Jeep to 
the new Make a Difference Outdoors 
(MAD Outdoors) 501c3 organiza-
tion. The idea and customizing for 
the Jeep was done many years ago by 
several members of CDA’s Central 
Valley Chapter. The Jeep made it 
possible for disabled veterans to get 
out into the outdoors for fishing, 
hunting, camping and/or sightsee-
ing. The Jeep was originally custom-
ized for use exclusively by disabled 
veterans but later it became apparent 
that people of all ages with physical 
impairments could benefit from its 
use. 
 Five original CDA Central Valley 
Chapter committee members wanted 
to expand the use and number of 
events for the Jeep, which had been 
an ongoing project of the chapter. 
After presenting the idea to CDA’s 
Board, the group established a 501c3 
nonprofit organization exclusively 
for charitable purposes and not for 
the private gain of any person. That 
new organization is Make a Differ-
ence Outdoors.
 Here are just a few of the many 
activities MAD provided in 2014:

● A pig hunt in the Cholame area 
of California for a disabled Army 
veteran and a paraplegic Fresno city 
fireman
● Two separate fishing days for 
underprivileged and physically chal-
lenged youths
● A pheasant/chucker hunt
● A pig hunt for Navy and Marine 
veterans in the Coalinga hills
● A sponsored “guardian” to host 
a WWII veteran on the three-day 
“Honor Flight” trip to the WWII 
Memorial in Washington D.C.
● Two Hunter Safety courses were 
conducted, with 45 kids participat-
ing in July and 30 earning hunting 
licenses in August
● Assisted in getting people in 
wheelchairs from the camp to the 
boat ramp and onto the waiting boats 
at the annual Hi-Trails Reunion at 
Courtwright Reservoir 
 These functions were at no cost 
to MAD’s guests so the group is con-
tinuously searching for ways to gen-
erate funds for its worthy endeavors. 
This year the group is holding a great 
raffle in order to fund future activi-
ties. The details are as follows:

Safe and Five-Gun Raffle 
Only 200 tickets will be sold

$100 per ticket
***WINNER TAKES ALL*** 

A safe and 5 guns!!!

Liberty Revolution 24-Gun Safe 
Savage Model 110 FCP Precision .338 Lapua 
Savage 270 WSM 
Weatherby Model PA-08 Camo in 12 gauge 
Mossberg Model 702 Plinkster 22 caliber 
Springfield Model XD in 9mm or 40 caliber (Winner’s Choice!)

Drawing will be held November 30, 2014 or sooner* 
*If all the tickets are sold early, then the winner will be drawn earlier!!! 
The winner will be published in the Winter issue of CDA’s California Deer 
magazine. 
 
Ticket purchasing options;  
1. Mail checks to: Make A Difference Outdoors; ATTN Josh Lane; 
P.O. Box 3795; Clovis, CA 93613 
2. To purchase via credit card, just go to 
MAD Outdoors’ website, madoutdoors.org  
If there are any questions, call Josh Lane at (559) 289 -8582.

Helpful New Laws
Longer Time to be a Junior Hunter 
 On September 22, 2014, Gov-
ernor Brown signed AB 1709 (Fra-
zier), which increases eligibility for 
lower- cost junior hunting licenses 
from age 16 to age 18. This will help 
keep costs down for families and 
give young hunters increased access 
to mentoring programs, guided 
hunts and other activities aimed 
at teaching hunter safety, wildlife 
conservation, hunting techniques 
and increasing hunter recruitment 
and retention. Starting July 1, 2015, 
anyone under 18 will be eligible to 
purchase a junior hunting license 
and take advantage of additional 
hunting opportunities and programs 
offered by CDFW and its partners.

Big Game Fundraising Tags 
 The Governor has signed
AB 2105 (Frazier) which now allows 
nonprofit conservation organizations 
that sell big game fundraising tags 
on behalf of Department of Fish & 
Wildlife (DFW) to retain a reason-
able percentage of the sale price as a 
“vendor fee.” 
 Until the passage of AB 2105, 
Fish & Game Code required that 
100% of the revenue from the sale of 
big game fundraising tags by non-
profits be sent to DFW. 
 Now, by allowing nonprofits to 
maintain a fair portion of the pro-
ceeds, the approval of AB 2105 re-
stores the incentive for conservation 
organizations to sell these select tags 
for DFW. This ensures maximum 
annual revenues will be made avail-
able to the Big Game Management 
Account for projects and programs 
which benefit big game species and 
those who hunt them. 
 AB 2105 also corrects a problem 
in the F&G Code which had previ-
ously frozen the price of resident 
and nonresident wild sheep tags in 
California at $500 since 1986. Ap-
proval of AB 2105 now sets the base 
price of these coveted tags commen-
surate with the price of other big 
game tags, and allows it to adjust 
future tag prices in line with infla-
tion.
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 So You’re Going Out of State to Hunt… 
  By Jerry Springer

 Many CDA members travel 
out of state each year to hunt 
deer and elk. Because of the de-
velopment of Chronic Wasting 
Disease (CWD), those hunters 
are now faced with additional 
requirements when they return 
to California with their animals. 
California regulations require 
that we not bring any brain tis-
sue or the spinal cord of deer or 
elk back into our state in order 
to help prevent the spread of 
CWD here. 
  These regulations have 
caused some hunters to have 
their animals butchered out of 
state and even to leave them 
at out-of-state taxidermists for 
services. 
 After applying for 10 years 
for a Nevada deer tag, luck 
smiled on me and I drew a late-
season buck tag. I wanted to be 
sure I knew what I needed to do 

in order to legally, if I was lucky, 
bring that Nevada trophy buck 
across the border and back into 
California. One of the sources I 
checked was my longtime taxi-
dermist Kurt of Dick’s Taxider-
my. I knew he had videos on the 
Internet on how to cape out an 
animal but I didn’t know he also 
had a couple there that would 
answer my questions about 
bringing deer back into Califor-
nia. After talking with Kurt, I 
learned his other two videos are, 
CWD and your Trophies (runtime 
8:50 minutes) and Transporting 
Your Trophy into California  (3:16 
minutes). Kurt’s information in 
the video and its visual presen-
tation made it simple to under-
stand what I needed to do. 
  If you have an out-of-state 
hunt planned for deer and/or 
elk, spend the short time needed 
to watch these videos before 

leaving so you will know how 
to legally bring those animals 
back into California while at the 
same time helping keep CWD 
out of our state.
http://dickstaxidermyhunt-
report.blogspot.com/p/videos.
html 
 Another very good video is 
by DFW Warden Patrick Foy. It 
shows you how to remove the 
spinal column from your ani-
mal.
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=f-t3iCZcovM
 Also, don’t forget to have 
your Declaration/Importation 
of Fish and Wildlife form and 
extra copies ready to hand to 
those at the border crossing, 
send a copy to the DFW, give a 
copy to your taxidermist, and 
keep a copy for yourself. The 
form and additional information 
are available at https://www.
dfg.ca.gov/enforcement/entry-
declaration.aspx
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