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Chapter    Date    Contact
Redding  (Sold Out!)    1/18/14   Bob Van Horn (530) 941-1663
Santa Rosa     1/18/14   Mike Deas (707) 756-2045
Turlock    1/18/14   Michael A. Sealy (209) 605-0014
North Valley (Colusa)   2/15/14    Pat Fitzmorris (530) 632-2091
Woodland     2/21/14   Kevin Bottimore (530) 908-0716 
Tulare Ducks & Bucks  2/21/14   Rodney Torres (209) 769-1088
Gridley     3/01/14    Mark Dalrymple (530) 531-5437
Kern River Valley (Lake Isabella)  3/01/14    Bill Stonebarger (760) 379-2804 
San Jose     3/08/14    Bill Otto (408) 258-9806
Tulelake/Butte Valley    3/08/14   Heath Wright (530) 567-5774 
Merced    3/15/14   Frank Lopez (559) 232-5673
Chico      3/15/14    Kurt Steindorf (530) 570-5229
Diablo Blacktail (Concord)  3/21/14    Dave Hunter (925) 200-0449
         Phil Buscaglia (925) 766-0538
Bakersfield    3/22/14   Rodney Torres (209) 769-1088
Salinas Valley (King City)   3/29/14    Clem Albertoni (831) 678-3297 
Lodi     4/05/14   Pete Reed (209) 329-6920   
         Stan Aikman (858) 204-5209
Antelope Valley (Lancaster)  4/05/14   Rodney Torres (209) 769-1088
South County (Santa Clara County) 4/12/14    Manny Machado (408) 483-6400
Mount Shasta    4/12/14   Mike Burns (530) 859-2899
         Trent Willis (707) 338-7820 
Mount St. Helena (Calistoga)  5/02/14   Rick Sereni (707) 291-5407
Central Valley (Fresno)   5/03/14    Mike Foxen (559) 259-1567 
Central Coast (Paso Robles)   5/10/14   Ryan Smith (805) 423-5929
Redwood Coast (Eureka)   5/10/14    Tim Pricer (707) 599-2216
Westside (Gustine)    5/10/14    Anthony Castro (209) 854-6709 
Southern California    5/31/14   Dave Mahosky (951) 237-0573
Placer County (Loomis)   6/14/14    Brian Azevedo (916) 295-4883 
Eastern Sierra (Bishop)   6/21/14    Doug Brown (760) 937-7963 
Western Sierra (Sonora)   TBA     Ronnie Hobbs (209) 984-3015

It’s Banquet Time!
CDA 2014 Fundraising Banquet Schedule
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 It has been just over 20 years ago 
that I attended my first fundraising 
banquet for a conservation group. 
That banquet was one held by 
the Safari Club International’s 
Sacramento Chapter. Since that 
time I have attended more than 
100 banquets, held by various 
conservation organizations, with 
the majority being ones held by 
CDA. I have now attended so many 
fundraisers that I tend to forget what 
it is like for first-time attendees. 
 As I looked around the room at 
that first banquet, it was like being 
a kid in a candy shop. There were 
rifles and shotguns ─ lots of them ─ 
in the raffle plus other great hunting 
gear. Then there were the hunting 
trips up for auction: deer hunts, 
antelope hunts, elk hunts, wild pig 
hunts, bird hunts, hunts in Africa 
and hunts in New Zealand. Oh, how 
I wished I had hit the lottery before 
stepping into that room. That night 
I remember purchasing some raffle 
tickets that gave me a chance to win. 
Of course, when I looked at the raffle 
ticket barrel I realized I would need 
to be pretty lucky to win, but knew 
you can’t win if you don’t play. I 
didn’t leave as the winner of a new 
rifle or shotgun at the end of that 
evening, but I did leave knowing 
what a fundraising banquet was like, 
and I had met others who enjoyed 
hunting as much as I do. 
  The banquet had been fun and 
there was the excitement of spirited 
bidding between sometimes two, 
three or more people who each “had 
to have” the item up for auction. 
There were also the whoops and 

CDA President’s Message

Jerry Springer
President
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hollers from those in attendance 
when the number on one of their 
raffle tickets was called and they 
were now the proud owner of a new, 
shiny rifle or shotgun or some other 
great item. I was hooked! 
 I still go to a number of CDA 
banquets each year and even some 
banquets for other conservation 
groups as well. Sometimes I come 
home with just a smile and some 
non-winning raffle tickets but other 
times I am that owner of a shiny new 
rifle (you never can have too many 
of them) or I was lucky enough to 
be the high bidder on a hunt. But 
whether or not I win something, I 
know that I have helped the deer of 
California and they are the winners… 
and so therefore am I. 
 With the start of CDA’s new Lodi 
Chapter last year, I decided to see if 
I could help by joining the chapter 
committee. The next thing I knew 
was that I had sold myself a table 
of eight for the dinner and had my 
daughter and her family joining us 
along with my wife, son and cousin. 
Other than my wife, most of them 
had never been to a CDA banquet 
but when it was over they had a three 
letter word for it,  FUN, and they are 
all coming back in 2014.! 
 So whether you have your own 
table of friends or you join another 
table and make new friends who 
have a common interest with you 
(deer hunting), make it a point to be 
at a CDA banquet this year. See for 
yourself how interesting and fun it is 
to go to more than one CDA banquet 
as I guarantee you that every chapter 
banquet is different. Whether you 
attend one or more than one, the deer 
will be the winners and you will be 
as well!  
 This year look for me at the 
CDA banquets and come say hi. I 
am usually the guy with the Canon 
camera around his neck, walking 
around taking photos of the winners 
and all the people having a good 
time there. Then you’ll see it in the 
pages of an upcoming California Deer 
magazine and realize again all the 
fun people have at our banquets.

Come Join Me!
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“Mr. CDA,” Frank Magincalda!

 It’s hard for any member of CDA 
not to recognize Frank Magincalda. 
Frank has been with CDA since its 
inception some 17 years ago. Frank 
was and is one of the San Jose Chap-
ter’s longtime members.
 In the beginning, Frank was a 
member of the Board of Directors 
and has since taken the lead in order-
ing merchandise, hats, sweatshirts 
and T-shirts for the entire organiza-
tion.

 If you go 
to any of the 
Sport Shows, 
Frank is always 
there. He eats, 
breathes and 
sleeps CDA. 
Through all 
these years, 
Frank has gone 
through two or 
three vehicles 
traveling from 
the Oregon 
border to South-
ern California 
promoting what 
we all feel is the 
best wildlife 
organization in California, CDA! And 
all on his own nickel!
 As a chapter committee member 
Frank is always pursuing donations 
for upcoming banquets plus he often 
donates fishing trips at Eagle Lake 
where he has a cabin.
 To all of our members out there, 
when you see Frank at a show, dinner 
or assisting on a habitat project, let 
him know how much we all appreci-
ate his commitment and enthusiasm!
 Frank, the Board of Directors and 

Field Directors would like to thank 
you for almost two decades of dedi-
cation and devotion! You are greatly 
appreciated!

Ron Lara,
CDA Board Director
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Field N
otes

Banquet Time!

Wow! All we can say is, does this 
buck have some mass or what? 

This buck’s photo was taken toward 
the end of the rut in the D5 Zone.

Photograph by John Mc Millan.

The Cover

 The 2014 banquet season is upon 
us and our chapters are working 
hard planning upcoming events. We 
are looking forward to the contin-
ued success of our banquets and are 
extremely appreciative of our volun-
teers. Last year was our best fundrais-
ing season ever!  2013 even beat 2012, 
which was a record! That is evidence 
that we have a great mission, great 
volunteers, and great members who 
want to support CDA’s efforts to 
improve deer numbers and habitat in 
California. Our volunteers work very 
hard on planning fundraising events 
and 75% of the net funds generated 
at banquets are spent on projects that 
benefit deer and other wildlife, so at 
your next California Deer Association 

fundraising event, please give thanks 
to its committee. They definitely de-
serve it!   
 Our members and volunteers are 
hunter/conservationists who care 
about wildlife and their habitats. 
Without quality wildlife habitat we 
would have no wildlife and there 
would be no reason to hunt. We need 
to demonstrate to the people around 
us that hunting “is” conservation and 
we pursue our quarry with the utmost 
respect. We need to let nonhunters 
know just what we are all about ─ 
we’re caring for the landscape and 
protecting open space and habitat 
for generations to come so we all can 
enjoy nature!
 I was recently at a Christmas 
party and there were some folks there 
I didn’t know. When people learned 
that I was a hunter, I had three fami-
lies and individuals come up to me 
to talk about hunting and their latest 
hunting trips. They each said that they 
don’t broadcast or are very careful 
who they tell they hunt, fearing back-
lash. Well, I think that is terrible!  We 
have nothing to hide or be ashamed 
of. Hunters are the best stewards of 
wildlife and their habitats, and we pay 
to be able to do it! Let people know! 
 Deer season has concluded and I 
have talked to many hunters who had 
good seasons. I have also talked to 
hunters who have had poor seasons. 

I know a lot of deer zones are down 
in population, however, there were 
some whopper bucks taken in some 
units. I hope you had a good deer 
season and rest assured that CDA is 
trying to help the deer herds in our 
great state. Our deer are facing many 
challenges in California and bring-
ing our deer herds back to what they 
once were isn’t going to happen over-
night. We are in this for the long haul 
and will prevail in bringing our deer 
herds back! Let’s hope we get some 
rain and snow this winter as that 
would be a step in the right direction.
 We are really trying to promote 
CDA and grow as an organization. 
One thing that could really help us 
in 2014 is for our current members to 
help spread the word on what CDA 
is about and what we are trying to 
accomplish. Please tell a friend about 
the California Deer Association and 
invite them to a banquet! Please try to 
recruit new members.
 Another thing, the International 
Sportsmen’s Exposition at Cal Expo 
in Sacramento is scheduled for Janu-
ary 9-12 and CDA has had a booth 
there for 17 years.  Please stop by and 
visit. Share some stories ─ it is always 
a great time.
 I want to personally thank you 
all for being a CDA member and/
or volunteer.  If you are getting this 
magazine, then you are a member of 
CDA and are important to us.  We 
appreciate every one of you for your 
support ─ we couldn’t accomplish 
our goals without you! 
 
Best regards and I hope everyone had 
a great holiday season.

Pat Fitzmorris
CDA Field Director
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Dogs and Deer
One avoidable stress on big game 

animals, particularly deer, is the 
stress created when being chased by 
unconfined domestic dogs. In some 
of the chases, the dog catches the 
deer and the results are gruesome. 
In others chases when the deer is not 
caught, just being chased by dogs 
uses up valuable fat reserves.

Many dog owners reading this 
probably think their docile and well-
fed domestic dog would never chase 
a deer. But when dogs see deer and 
their natural instincts take over, the 
chase is often on, especially when 
there is a pack of two or more dogs.

The situation worsens as the win-
ter drags on and in areas of California 
where the snow becomes crusted. 
Dogs, with their lighter weight and 
larger feet, run on top of the crusted 
snow. With small hooves, the heavier 
deer break through the snow. In this 
situation the deer have little chance 
of escape.

If concern about the welfare of 
individual deer or the deer population 
is not enough to make a dog owner 
control his dog, according to Califor-
nia Department of Fish and Wildlife 
Captain Roy Griffith, “We do have a 
law that allows a department em-
ployee to dispatch any dog inflicting 
injury or immediately threatening to 
inflict injury to any big game mam-
mal during the closed season for that 
mammal.” (Refer to Fish and Game 
Code section 3960.)

 When snow begins to melt, it 
is easy to think dogs are no longer 
a threat to deer. Low temperatures 
and limited food supplies over the 
long term, however, have cumula-
tive effects that compromise a deer’s 
ability to survive. The additional 
energy expended to outrun a dog may 
be the determining factor between 
life and death. Yearlings and fawns 
are particularly vulnerable to winter 
hardships as they have a smaller body 

mass and fewer fat reserves, and their 
shorter legs make travel more diff-
icult in snow.

As home sites continue to be 
developed in prime winter ranges, 
the problem intensifies. The same fea-
tures we like for our home sites, such 
as sunny southern exposures at the 
base of mountainsides with numer-
ous trees and shrubs, are the same 
components necessary for good deer 
winter range.

Please keep your dog confined to 
give deer a better chance of survival 
during tough winter conditions. As 
a dog owner, it is your responsibil-
ity to keep your dog out of situations 
where their instincts to chase deer 
may ultimately result in a deer not 
making it through an already tough 
time.

This article has been modified from 
its original intended Idaho audience.
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       Seeking to demonstrate its ap-
preciation of CDA members, the 
Board of Directors voted in 2013 to 
conduct quarterly random drawings 
for a free rifle from among those 
then currently shown on its mem-
bership list. 
       Four rifles were given away 
last year to four CDA members. 
There was no cost to enter the 

nas Valley Chapter’s Banquet. 
      For being a current CDA 
member, Stoughton will be re-
ceiving a Weatherby Vanguard 
Series 2 Synthetic rifle in 7mm 
Rem Magnum. 
      Congratulations Travis, and 
good luck to the rest of our CDA 
members in our remaining 2014 
drawings.       

Member Appreciation Drawings
To Continue in 2014

random drawings, you just needed 
to be a current member to have 
your name automatically entered. 
      These drawings were so well 
received that the CDA Board has 
decided to continue the Member 
Appreciation Drawings in 2014. 
      The first member winner for 
this year is Travis Stoughton from 
Greenfield. Travis attends the Sali-

 During opening week of deer 
season our hunting party of 
four traveled to the northeast 
corner of the state to hunt one 
of the X zones. We were quite 
familiar with the area as I have 
hunted there since the ‘70s and 
my father had done so before me. 
The range was in excellent condi-
tion, but very little of the browse 
was chewed on which made me 
wonder again about the deer 
population in the area. 
 We last hunted the same 
area about 5-6 years ago and had 
found a very low deer popula-
tion then as well as an extremely 
low hunter density. We hunt a 
very large area and saw only one 
other group of hunters. But of the 
deer we saw, more were bucks 
than does and the bucks were all 
young. We attributed not seeing a 
lot of deer to the absence of hunt-
ers beating the brush. 

 During this 
trip, however, 
we saw more 
hunters but most 
were not famil-
iar with the area 
and they were all 
disappointed at 
not seeing even 
a doe. What the 
four of us saw after one week of 
hunting was a few does and about 
six bucks. Three are pictured. We 
are extremely happy with our 
success but are at a loss to put an 
answer to the question of “Where 
are the deer?”
 There were no signs of preda-
tors. This area does not have bears 
and since I have hunted the area I 
have never seen a cougar or even 
a track of one. There used to be a 
lot of coyotes, but on this trip we 
didn’t see or hear any. There has 
been no development in all the 

years we have hunted the area. 
The feed was plentiful and in 
good condition. The only thing 
that was lacking was deer sign. 
So, once again we are wondering 
what the problem is and whether 
the biologists have looked for ad-
ditional contributing factors such 
as a possible disease???
 
Thank You,
Greg Castagnoli

Where Are The 
Deer?

From left to right are John Quirke, John 
Castagnoli, Greg Castagnoli and on the 
camera was Jim Quirke.
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California Bucks

Have a nice photo of California bucks? Share it 
with other CDA members in California Deer by 
emailing it to Jerry@WesternHunter.com.

Photo by John Mc Millan

Photo by John Mc Millan

Photo by John Mc Millan

Photo by Ben Nuckolls
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Mt. Hough Deer Habitat Improvement Burn
Plumas National Forest

Jessica Clark, Wildlife Technician and Colin Dillingham, District Wildlife Biologist

PROJECTS

 The Mt. Hough Ranger District is 
in the process of improving summer 
and winter transition range foraging 
habitat for the Sloat Deer Herd. The 
project is on the Plumas National 
Forest, five miles northeast of Quincy, 
California, and two miles south of the 
Mt. Hough Lookout. This project was 
funded by the California Deer As-
sociation ($10,000) and the Mule Deer 
Foundation ($10,000).
 The objective of this project is to 
burn a minimum of 500 acres and set 
back the successional growth of the 
45-year-old shrub habitat to allow for 
improved forage quality and im-
proved foraging access for mule deer.  
Prescribed fire was used to provide 
for open, early seral shrubs for 10+ 
years; improve forage quality through 
basal sprouting of silktassel (Gar-
rya fremontii), bitter cherry (Prunus 
emarginata), green-leaf manzanita 
(Arctostaphylos patula), and deer brush 
(Ceanothus integerrimus): and to im-
prove both palatability and nutrition 
for mule deer.
 Burn objectives were to: 1) con-
sume 30-80% of brush; 2) maintain 
50-100% of the effective ground cover, 

and 3) maintain 
25-100% of the 
live trees (coni-
fers/oaks) over 
12” in diameter 
at breast height.
 In the spring 
of 2013, 402 
acres were 
burned (see 
photos). In 
October 2013, 
57 additional 
acres were 
burned, for 
a total of 459 
acres burned as 
of November 
2013.

 All burn objectives were met: 70-
80% of the brush was consumed, 50% 
of the trees over 12” in diameter were 
expected to survive, and greater than 
50% effective ground cover remained. 
The burn removed the old dead brush 
and killed the above ground portion of 
the mature brush. Excellent resprout-
ing occurred within weeks of the burn 
and deer were found browsing imme-
diately post-burn in the area.
 Prior to the burn, deer pellet-
group transects were established in 
October 2012 to determine an index 

of deer use before and after the burn. 
Two old pellet groups were found 
and cleared from transects.  On April 
23, 2013, Deer Pellet-Group Transects 
were counted and cleared to deter-
mine pre-treatment index of deer use 
of the area. No deer pellet-groups 
were found at this time in any of 
the seven transects. Therefore, the 
average pellet group transects for the 
seven months prior to the burn was 0 
pellet groups per transect.
 On June 1, 2013, transects were 
examined 6 weeks after burning and 
no pellet groups were found.  At this 
time we dropped 4 transects that we 
determined were too close to one 
another, and established two addi-
tional transects farther into the burn. 
On November 18, 2013, seven months 
after the burn, another survey of the 
same transects was completed. A 
total of 24 deer pellet-groups were 
found (4.8 per transect, range of two 
to 10 per transect), which indicated a 
remarkable increased use of the area 
in the 7 months after the burn, com-
pared to the survey done 7 months 
prior to the burn.
 As of November 19, 2013, there 
have been 459 of the target 500 acres 
burned. Forest Service fire crews plan 
to burn approximately 50 additional 

Burn area on November 18, 2013.
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acres to meet the burn target objectives. This will take place by the spring of 2014.
 All of the California Deer Association funds were spent to accomplish the spring burn.

Pre-project photos of project area. Left: Southeast corner of burn. Middle: Southwest edge of burn. Right: Eastern portion of burn.

April 2013 - View from Quincy looking at approximately 
100 acres being burned. Fire crews have set lines on fire, 
with project area uphill from smoke already completed.

November 2013 - 7 months after the April burn. The 
resprouted red stems shown are bitter cherry and deer 
brush after the leaves have fallen. Dead stems from the 
burn remain standing, but will fall as they decompose.

The portion of the burn completed November 7, 2013 below the 
25N73 road.  Photo was taken on November 18, 2013, about 11 
days after the burn.  Above ground portion of silktassel and deer 
brush shrubs burned well, and will sprout again in the early spring.

Example of a deer 
pellet-group.

Trail camera photo of deer 
using burn in May 2013, a 
few weeks after the spring 
burn was completed. Note 
some green up of brush.



Thanks to Ken Lund for sending us 
this photo of his son Tanner with 
Tanner’s 2013 Zone B6 blacktail. 

Tanner shot the buck in the late 
afternoon on September 21st. He 

passed on a couple of smaller bucks 
early that morning and is glad he 

did! Tanner shoots a 7mm Reming-
ton Mag with 150-grain Win-

chester Ballistic Tip bullets.  He’s a 
member of the Chico Chapter. 

Attention CDA Members!
Share your days afield with other mem-
bers by emailing your photos to Jerry@
WesternHunter.com.14 California Deer

Members Afield

Heath Parks was hunting the C Zone on 
September 26, 2013 when he took this 25-
inch wide blacktail in Tehema County. Parks 
is from Fairfield, California. His buck is a 
4x3 with good mass.

Elsie Ivey didn’t do too bad for 
a great grandma as she shot this 
4x4 mule deer on opening day of 
the 2013 X9b Zone season. Elsie 
was hunting near Independence, 
California. Her buck field dressed 
at 179 pounds. Way to go, Elsie!
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CDA Life Member and California 
Fish & Game Commissioner Jim 
Kellogg (left) shows off his super 
late-season blacktail. Kellogg was 
hunting in Mendocino County out 
of Willits when he bagged the 3x3 
buck, which grossed 138 B&C and 
had 5 1/4-inch bases. 

X12 Zone Success!!!

CDA Project Committee Chairman Larry Smith 
and his son Ryan (right) hunted the X12 Zone in 
2013 with friends Corey Butler (lower left) and 
Frank Trapley (lower right). Larry’s buck was a 
5X4, 25 1/2-inches wide, taken in the Green Creek 
area on 10/06/2013 with a Weatherby .30-06 won 
at the CDA Central Coast Banquet. He dropped 
the buck at 368 yards.

Corey Butler’s buck was a 4X3, 24-inches wide, 
also taken in the Green Creek area on 10/06/2013. 
Both bucks were running together when Larry and 
Corey stalked them. Corey took his buck with a 
7mm Rem Mag at 325 yards.

Frank Trapley’s buck was a 3X3, 21-inches wide, 
and taken in the Bodie area of X12 on 10/09/13.  
Frank took the buck with a Weatherby 300 Win 
Mag, a one-shot kill at 248 yards.  

They saw lots of deer and numerous bucks each 
day, and harvested the best deer they saw.
 

Members Afield
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CDA Woodland Chapter 
Spring Scramble Golf Tournament

      Mark your calendar for Monday, 
March 31st!! Help our deer herds and 
have a fun day of golf at the Yolo 
Fliers Club, 17980 County Road 94B, 
just west of Woodland. 
      Four-man Scramble, 12:00 noon 
tee off, Fliers Club’s famous taco bar 

after golf, plus raffle and prizes after 
dinner. 
      $100 per player includes dinner 
and golf. If you don’t have a four-
some, no problem, we will place you 
with a group! 
      $100 Hole Sponsors available for 

purchase, please call for details. We 
are accepting donations for the raffle!
      Fun, games, and prizes! 
      Please call Kevin at (530) 908-0716, 
Jeff at (530) 867-2741 or Pat at (530) 
632-2091 for more information or to 
register.
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Eastern Sierra Chapter

2013 CDA Banquets!
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Two Great Bucks for Two Great Buds!
by Ron Lara, CDA Director

 This story started years ago, as 
Scott Dudley and Dan Davidson have 
been friends and hunting companions 
for more than 15 years. They both 
have been fantastic supporters of the 
California Deer Association’s Chico 
Chapter and at its 2013 banquet, they 
decided to try to be the high auction 
bidder for the Bell Ranch Buck Hunt 
for two!
 The Bell Ranch is located in 
Tehama County and participates in 
the PLM Program, giving hunters the 
opportunity to hunt the late season in 
exchange for doing numerous habitat 
projects to benefit deer and wildlife. 
For the last several years the owner 
has been gracious enough to support 
the CDA Chico Chapter by donating 
a couple of late-season tags. Local 
Chapter Chairman and past CDA 
President, Andy Wood and I have 
donated our time and guiding experi-
ence to make this hunt a complete 
package.
  Accommodations for the hunt 
include a nice cabin, tucked in the 
middle of the 13,000-acre deer won-
derland. And with a nice place to stay 
and a great Bar-B-Que every night, it 
is the perfect atmosphere for a great 

hunt. The deer that migrate into this 
ranch do so from Lake Almanor and 
Mt. Lassen by way of the Deer Creek 
Corridor. 
 Though we were seeing deer, 
the first day produced no “monster” 
bucks. The weather was starting to 
cloud up and the second day of the 
four-day hunt began to look very 
promising. Midway through the night 
it started raining. As hard as it was to 
sleep, early the next morning we all 
showed up at the kitchen table where 
Andy had a pot of coffee brewing and 
was warming up some fresh home-
made cinnamon rolls.
 Andy had recommended that 
Scott and I head up one canyon, while 
he and Dan headed in a different 
direction. We were going to a place 
called the “Look Out.” While on the 
way there, Scott noticed some deer 
about 200 yards ahead, so we tried 
moving closer through the brush and 
trees. At a little over 100 yards away 
we noticed a big 4-pointer slipping 
into the brush while he was fresh on 
the trail of a doe with his nose out 
front and the old “lip curl” going 
strong. We knew he had no idea we 
were there. The problem was the 

doe had just taken him into an area 
of heavy brush and just when we 
thought we would never see him 
again, out she came and he was right 
on her tail. 
 As they moved toward a very 
small opening I told Scott to “Get 
Ready.” With only a second or so 
to react, the buck moved through 
the opening and Scott pulled off a 
fantastic shot. The buck went down 
in a heap and we raced over to see 
the great buck. Scott turned and 
said, “Ron, this is by far my largest 
blacktail ever!” After the congratu-
latory hug, handshake and lots of 
pictures we got the deer cleaned up 
and headed back to the cabin. It was 
barely 8:30 a.m.!
 That morning ─ also right off 
the bat ─ Andy and Dan had found 
a buck, too! It was raining and the 
wind was blowing, but they too saw 
a “Monster Buck” at about 800 yards. 
They tried to get over to the buck, 
but by the time they got there, he 
was gone and they continued looking 
with no luck. The weather was now 
drizzling and the wind had subsided 
just a bit.
  Andy and Dan got back to the 
cabin at about 11:00 a.m. as I was 
preparing lunch. After another round 
of backslapping and handshakes we 
had lunch and put together a plan 
to get Dan his buck. Andy sent Scott 
and me up to a ridge where we could 
glass. They, in turn, headed up to the 
highest peak on the ranch, Campbell 
Mound. We were determined to at 
least get another look at this “Mon-
ster Buck”!
 While Scott and I got into posi-
tion, we were noticing plenty of 
deer moving in the drizzly weather, 
with a fair number of bucks, but not 
THE buck. We waited for a couple 
of hours, glassing and glassing and 
decided we would go to another high 
peak and look some more. As we 
headed down the ridge, I saw him! 
He was only 60 yards away with his 
nose to the ground. It had to be him! 
He was a great buck with excellent 
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fronts like Andy had told us. I even 
saw a 5th point that looked like a 
small drop tine and he had HUGE 
eye guards! We moved off quickly 
not wanting to have the buck see us.
 We hurried over to intercept 
Andy and Dan, and told them, “We 
think we found your buck!” We 
put together a quick plan where we 
would stretch out over the top of this 
ridge and see if we could catch the 
buck moving through the oak trees.
 As we moved into position, 
Andy and Dan moved up the ridge a 
bit and Scott and I moved out onto a 
little ledge. I picked up a doe bed-
ded just a hundred yards or so to my 
right and as I was looking around 
her, thinking the buck may be bed-

Scott Dudley with his largest blacktail ever. Dan Davidson with THE Buck. 

ded somewhere nearby, Scott waved 
his arms at me. Motioning me to look 
down below me, there was the buck! 
He was looking right at me from a 
mere 80 yards away! 
 I motioned for Scott to get Dan. 
I lay in the grass, hoping the buck 
would lose interest in me. He did and 
started to move off, feeding. After 
what seemed like an eternity (a minute 
or two), Dan came scurrying down to 
meet me and after a couple of seconds 
to calm himself, he put on a great 
quartering away shot at 180 yards and 
the buck piled up in some brush. With 
all four of us there, the smiles, hand-
shakes, hugs and hollering started all 
over again!
 That night was another great 

Bar-B-Que and we all enjoyed go-
ing over the story again and again. It 
was a fantastic day in the field where 
everything went exactly right. Scott 
was able to take his biggest blacktail 
ever, and hours later Dan was able to 
harvest his monster 5-pointer, thanks 
to some great glassing and knowl-
edge of the ranch from Andy. 
 On this mid-November rainy day, 
Scott and Dan, two great buds, were 
able to harvest two great bucks on the 
same day! CDA would like to thank 
The Bell Ranch for this great donation 
and I would like to thank Andy for 
inviting me to help out on one of the 
premier deer ranches in California! 

the deer in it or you will get just 
part of it. The reason for this is 
your trail camera has to sense 

the movement of the deer and then 
activate the photo mechanism. Some 
trail cameras can’t do this fast enough 

      If you place your trail camera at a 
90-degree angle (pointing straight at 
a game trail), when a deer walks by 
you will often not get a photo with 

to get the entire deer in the photo.    
Place your trail camera at an angle to 
the  trail (45 degrees) which will allow 
it to sense the presence of the deer and 
take the photo before it moves out of 
the frame. 

Trail CameraTips

Photo on the 
left from a trail 
camera at a 90-
degree angle to 
the game trail.

Photo on the 
right angled 
closer to 45 de-
grees to the game 
trail. 
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2013 CDA Banquets!
Western Sierra Chapter 
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 It is against the law in Califor-
nia to feed wildlife. In the case of 
deer, you may actually be doing 
more harm to them than good. 
Besides it being against the law, 
here is why you shouldn’t feed 

deer: 
• Deer have complex and delicate 
digestive systems. If you feed the 
wrong foods to them, the deer 
can actually die of starvation with 
stomachs that are full of food. 

• Feeding deer near a road in-
creases the chances they will be 
hit and killed by cars. 
• In addition to eating what 
you’re feeding them ─ which may 
or may not be good for them ─ 
deer will also eat other vegetation 
in and near the feeding area. This 
can lead to deer overbrowsing 
the area. That overbrowsing can 
damage the plants in the area for 
years to come. 
• Even after winter is over, deer 
will often stay close to the area 
where you fed them. 
• Feeding deer congregates them 
in a smaller area, and that can 
lead to all kinds of problems for 
them as it increases the chance 
that the deer will pass diseases to 
each other. 
• When deer congregate to feed, 
it’s “every deer for itself.” The 
larger deer push the smaller deer 
─ the fawns ─ aside. Fawns often 
end up receiving less food than 
they would have received if you 
had left the deer alone and not 
fed them at all.

Don’t Feed The Deer!
Photo taken by a Bushnell Moon Phase trail camera.
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CDA Projects For 2013-2014
      The following projects were ap-
proved by the CDA Board for fund-
ing in the 2013-2014 fiscal year.

Big Chico Creek Ecological Reserve 
The purpose of this project is to 
improve wildlife habitat and public 
access on the BCCER.

Canada de los Osos Ecological
Reserve Hunting Opportunity  
Provides hunting, fishing, and hunter 
safety education for youth via two 
junior turkey hunts, two wild pig 
hunts, one upland game hunt, one 
auctioned hunt, a fishing program, 
and four to six hunter safety classes.

Water for Wildlife Spring Guzzler 
Restoration  
The purpose of this project is to 
maintain a stable water source for the 
wildlife in the East Mojave by restor-
ing concrete surface and holding 
tanks on small-game drinkers, restor-
ing springs by removing overgrowth 
of vegetation, and installing piping 
and holding tanks where needed.

Mt. Complex-Jawbone Mule Deer 
Habitat Improvement 
The purpose of this project is to im-
prove critical mule deer winter range 
for the Tuolumne Mule Deer Herd 
on the Stanislaus National Forest by 
breaking up overgrown vegetation 
and harmful non-native shrubs to 
improve foraging, then planting more 
native grasses.

Merrill’s Landing Wildlife Area
Native Grass Restoration  
The purpose of this project is to im-
prove deer and upland game habi-
tat, thereby creating more hunting 
opportunities with greater success on 
California’s public lands.

Rush Fire Mule Deer Habitat
Restoration 
Provide browse and cover for mule 
deer by planting and ultimately re-
placing curl-leaf mountain mahogany 
and antelope bitterbrush lost in the 

315,577-acre Rush Fire of August 2012.

Fish Meadow and Oak Woodland 
Restoration Project 
The Fish Meadows Restoration Project 
proposes to thin/pile/burn conifers 
and madrone up to 9 inches in diame-
ter on 200 acres to reduce competition 
to oaks, reduce meadow encroach-
ment and decrease fuel loading.

Pinchard Creek Meadow Habitat 
Enhancement  
The purpose of this project is to re-
store and enhance meadow habitat at 
higher elevations for the Mooretown 
Deer Herd, including its summer 
range and migratory route.

Highway 89 Stewardship Team 
Reducing animal-vehicle collisions 
and facilitating animal movement 
across highways through mitigation, 
research, and education.

Highway 139 Restoration 
Removal of brush and trees along 
the roadway on State Highway 139 
to allow motorists to see encroaching 
wildlife in an effort to reduce roadkill.

Daugherty Hill Wildlife Area Habitat 
Enhancement 
Enhancing deer habitat through 
establishment of cattle grazing areas 
through which cattle can be rotated 
to reduce the heighth and quantity 
of grass, allowing sunlight to reach 
the lower-growing forbs, which are 
important deer foods.

Water Guzzler Restoration  
1. Fix existing water guzzlers on USFS 
and timber company lands which al-
low hunter access. 
2. Provide year-round water sources 
for deer in areas that currently have 
seasonal water only. 
3. Provide year-round upslope water 
sources to prevent extended travel.

Sharing the Tradition Junior Hunts 
This project provides a hunting experi-
ence on a 270,000-acre ranch for 15 

junior hunters, with a very high prob-
ability of taking a deer or pig. The 
hunts include education from experi-
enced guides on stalking, shot place-
ment, and game care after the kill.

Highway 139 Motorist and Deer 
Safety Project  
Purchase two Changing Message 
Signs to be used during times of high 
snow levels. The signs will be used 
to warn motorists of potential deer 
on the highway and to slow down. 
The section of Highway 139 south of 
Tulelake continues to be an area of 
high deer/vehicle collisions.

Central California Hunter Safety 
Purpose of this project is to purchase 
a trailer to house and transport the 
hunter safety education laser shot 
program. Students will be inside the 
trailer to use the laser program and 
the trailer will also hold equipment 
for the course (mobile classroom).

Chimineas Ranch 28 Tank Project  
The Red Rock Canyon area of the 
southern half of the reserve has been 
without a year-round water source 
for wildlife for over 15 years. This is 
Phase 3 of an ongoing project with 
the ultimate goal of supplying water 
for wildlife to each section of the 
southern half of the reserve.

Chimineas Ranch Junior Deer Hunt 
The purpose of this hunt is to allow 
three apprentice junior deer hunters 
to be chosen by drawing to partici-
pate. The weekend hunt will include 
classroom, range and field assistance 
in the techniques of gun handling 
and safety, deer hunting, and game 
care. There will be shooting practice 
as well as instruction on hunting.

Help Us Do More!
Attend a

CDA Fundraising 
Banquet!
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Your Trail Camera Photos
We would like you to share your trail camera photos with everyone in CDA. Please email your best photos (highest res) 
to Jerry@WesternHunter.com with the subject of Trail Cam Photo. Please include the type of trail camera you are using.

The Reconyx HC500 trail camera captured this Trinity County blacktail buck.

Monte Rudnick’s Bushnell trail camera catches a doe and bobcat. The new Wildview TK40 No-Glo caught this nice D3 Zone 3x3 buck.

Dan Forthuber’s Reconyx trail camera caught this large 
black bear.

Ben Nuckolls submission shows off the capabilities of the new Moultrie Panoramic 150. In Panoramic mode it will stitch three photos 
together. Notice how you get all of the buck in the center as well as the buck at the right edge.



 W interhawk is a full-time professional outfitter  
operating on nearly 250 square miles of 

Western Colorado’s majestic Flat Tops Wilderness. 
We provide fully guided and quality drop camp 
elk, mule deer and  bighorn sheep hunts in prime 
national forest and wilderness land that is accessible 
by horseback and mule pack string only, plus winter 
mountain lion hunts at lower elevations. We also  
offer wilderness trout fishing, summer horse-
back vacations and an accredited Outfitters, Guides 
& Packers School. We’ve built our reputation on  
providing great fair-chase hunting, excellent camps, 
quality stock and highly personalized service.

A R C H E R Y     R I F L E     M U Z Z L E L O A D I N G

O F F E R I N G  T H E  F I N E S T  I N 

TRUE WESTERN-STYLE 
HORSEBACK  

BIG GAME HUNTING 
I N  C O L O R A D O ’ S  P R I M I T I V E  

F L A T  T O P S  W I L D E R N E S S

W I N T E R H A W K  O U T F I T T E R S
19 5 6 1  K I M B A L L  C R E E K  R O A D 

C O L L B R A N ,  C O L O R A D O  8 1 6 2 4

( 9 7 0 )  4 8 7 - 3 0 1 1 

22 California Deer

Each year the CDA North Valley 
Chapter and the Yuba County 
Fish and Game Commission hold 
a two-day pheasant hunt for 
juniors, women, and veterans. 
There is space for 200 hunters. 
This year the exellent weather 
made great hunting conditions. 
Dogs and their handlers are pro-
vided for the hunt, which makes 
finding the birds in the harvested 
rice fields an even more enjoyable 
experience.

A Day In The Field
CDA North Valley Chapter’s Annual Pheasant Hunt

Photos by Jeff and Michelle Bartram - CDA Diablo Blacktail Chapter
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providing great fair-chase hunting, excellent camps, 
quality stock and highly personalized service.
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Membership Drive

Join Today!
If you are a deer enthusiast, this could be the best $30 that you have 

ever spent. The deer of California need your support! 

Membership Application 
California Deer Association

CHAPTER:___________________________________ DATE:____________________

NAME:________________________________________________________________
 
ADDRESS:_____________________________________________________________

CITY:________________________________ STATE:____________ ZIP:____________

COUNTY:_______________________________________________

PHONE - HOME:_______________________ EMAIL:___________________________

 	 qVISA  qMASTERCARD qCHECK ENCLOSED

CARD # ______________________________CID#________ EXP. DATE __________

SIGNATURE ___________________________________ DATE __________________

MEMBERSHIP FEES     qMEMBERSHIP RENEWAL #________________
q$30 Full Membership: One year, decal & newsletter 
q$5 Junior Membership: Same as full membership 
q$1,000 Life Membership: Installment option $250 per year.
q$500 Corporate Sponsorship: Per year.
Mail To: California Deer Association, 820 Park Row, PMB 671, Salinas, CA 93901-2406
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